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PREFACE 



The pages which compose the volume now pre- 
sented to the public, were originally designed only 
for the eye of a tender and beloved friend. 

They were written at the earnest request of one, 
to whom the author was endeared by many years of 
intimate friendship, and still more by those divine 
and soul-soothing tenets, of which it was his distin- 
guished lot to be ORDAINED the promulgator. 

For those who, like this individual, have dwelt 
with rapture upon the blessed assurance of the 
boundless and enduring love of a redeeming God, 
as powerfully exhibited by those lip^ which rarely 
opened but to expatiate upon the glad tidings which 
was the theme of the angelic song : For those, who 
loved the philanthropic the inspired Preacher, for 
the sake of the glorious inspiration ; these sheets will 
possess the strongest, and most important interest: 
To such, and to such only, they are addressed. It 
is in compliance with their solicitations that they 
are sent into the world, and it is not even expected 
that those who turned a deaf ear to his consolatory 
message, and who knew not the powers of his 
mighty mind, or the |>ure and exalted benevolence 
of his heart, will have any interest in inquiring, 
^ What manner of man was he who told these thing^^ 
mor what epirit he ^pos of.* 

Bostony May 2^ 1816. 



P REP ACL 

TO THE FIFTH EPITIOIC. 



Wlien the pubfishers, in compliance with the 
suggestions of severai respectable and influential 
members of the denomination^ adopted the plan of 
issuing neat and uniform editions of valuable works 
by Universalist authors, they had but few induce* 
inents to incur the expense of the undertaking, and 
many difficulties to encounter. At that time, ow 
ing to the unpopularity of the doctrine, it could 
not have been reasonably expected that large edi- 
tions of any works devoted exclusively to the inter- 
ests of the order, would be disposed of ; and, as 
the only expedient that promised an ultimate iii- 

. demnification^ they resolved to stereotype such as 
were deemed permanently useful, and publish, from 
time to time, such a number of copies as the 

. demand should warrant, and regulate the price by 
the amount disposed of. With a view, to furnish 
the order with a series of publications adapted to 
its. wants,' aad .suited to the improved taste of the 
community, they gave works of this character 
issued by them, the general title of '* The Uni- 
versalist Library," and the Life of Murray 
was the first of the series. 

In this undertaking, they had but little to fear 
Crom competition; since few, if any, at that time, 
fvere disposed to hazard the expense of publishing 
iJoiversalist works of this class; and had it been 
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the desire of any to run risks of the kind, for the 

!^ood of the denomination, there were works not a 
ew, in the repubUcfa^on. of w^i^ there was suffi- 
cient scope for a laudable enterprise. Still, if the 
public can derive advantage from a fair and honor- 
able competition, the pubushers of diis edition will 
not complain, as it has ever been their determina- 
tion to afford it at as low a rate as possible without 
pecuniary loss. 

In the former edition of the Life of Murray, little 
more was attempted than to furnish the public "with 
the original work, with a few explanatory remarks. 
To this much useful and interesting information 
has been ad<led; and it is thought to contain all 
that is necessary, to secure for it the countenance 
and approbation of the order. In the Appendix, 
something like an epitome of the views of Mr. 
Murray on several points of theology has been at- 
tempted. Many interesting facts and reminiscen 
ces, have been collected. The account of the 
scene of his first labors in this country, and of th^ 
tribute of respect which has been recently paid to 
the name and memory of his early friend and pat- 
ron, will be found particularly valuable. An Index 
sufficiently copious for all useful ptirpose$ of ref- 
erence has been added to this edition, and much 
pains has been taken to render the work complete 
in all its parts. 

Jtvg. 23, 1833. The Publuluri. 
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LIFE 

•V 

REV. JOHN MURRAY. 

CHAPTER I. 

{kmiakUng an Account of the Author^ s Birth and ParaU' 
age, until the Decease of his Father. 

How sweetly roli'd over the morniDg of life. 
How free from vexation, from sorrow and strife; 
ICind Nature presented rich scenes to ray view. 
And every scene she presented was new. 

But soon was the morning of life clouded o*er. 
And ks charming serenity lost; 

Too seoii was I forc'd to abandon the shoroy 
And on ocean's rude billows be tost. 

Your earnest solicitations, my inestimable, my best 
friend, have, with me, the force of conmiands, and conse- 
quently I am irresistibly compelled to retrace for your 
Ratification, asmany of the incidents of early life, as live 
m my memoij. Assured of your indulgence, I unhesita^ 
tingly commit to your candor, and to your discretion, the 
following sheets. 

I am mduced to. regret, that my anecdotes of this 
charming season are not more miiltiplied. Were mv 
recollection perfect, my enjoyments would be reiterated, 
but this would not be right, therefore it is not so; every 
0eason has its enjoyments, and the God of Nature has 
thought proper to keep them distinct, and appropriate. 

I think, if I mistake not,I was ushered into tnis state of 
being on the 10th day of Decen.ber, in the year of our 
Ijord, 1741, four years before the rebellion, in Scotland, 
of forty-five. I mention this circumstance, as itproved to 
met In early lifei a source of some vexation. The rebel* 
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lion terminated in the destruction of many of the Scotch 
nobility of my name, and this same rebellion was lon^ thn 
subject of political controversy, which generally termina- 
ted in the execration of the Scots, and, on account of my 
name, I was looked upon as a party concerned. 

I drew my first breath in the island of Great Britain, in 
the town of Alton, in Hampshire. This town boasts a 
Church, a Presbyterian and a Quaker meeting-house ; a 
celebrated free school, an extensive aud very useful manu- 
facture, and it is environed by a plantation of hops. Alton 
is seated on the River Wey, 18 miles east-north-cast of 
South-Hampton, and 48 miles west-south-west of London. 

Bemg the first born of m}'^ parents, it is not wonderful 
that my appearance gave much joy, nor that the lime 
complaints, incident to infancy, gave great apprehension 
It was in consequence of some little indisposition, that 
they solicited and obtained for me private baptism. My 
parents were both sincerely religious, though members of 
different sects. My father was an Episcopalian, my mo 
ther a Presbyterian, yet Religion never disturbed the har- 
mon}*^ of the family. My mother believed, as most good 
women then believed, that husbands ought to have the 
direction, especially in concerns of such vast importance, 
as to involve the future well-being of their chilaren; and 
of course it was agreed, that I should receive from the 
hands of an Episcopalian minister, the rite of private 
baptism; and as this ordinance, in this private manner, is 
not administered, except the infant is supposed in danger 
of going out of the world in an unregenerate state, before 
It can he brought to the church, I take for granted I was, 
by my apprehensive parents, believed in imminent danger; 
yet, through succeeding years, I seemed almost exempt 
from the casualties of childhood. 1 am told that my 
parents, and grand-parents, had much joy in me, that I 
never broke their rest nor disturbed their repose not even 
in weaning, that [ was a healthy, good-humoured child, 
of a ruddy complexion, and that the eouality of my dis- 
position became proverbial. I found tne use of my feet 
before I had completed my first year, but the gift of utter 
ance was still postponed. I was hardly two years old, 
when I had a sister bom; this sister was presented at the 
baptismal font, and, according to the custom in out 
Church, I was carried to be received, that is, all who arc 
privately baptized, tnust, if they live, be publicly received 
in the congregation. The priest took me in his arms, and 
having prayed according to the form made use of on such 
occasions, I articulated with an audible voice, Ambit. 



The eor^regation were astoobhed, and I hare frequently 
heard niy parents nay, this was the first word 1 ever 
uttered, anu that a long time elapsed, before I could dis- 
tinctly articulate any other. Indulged, as I said, by boun- 
teous nature, with much serenity of mind, every one was 
happy with me. I was fond of being abroad, and a ser- 
vant was generally employed to gratify me. During these 
repeated rambles, I experienced some 'hair breadth 
•scapes,' which, while they excited the wonder of my 
ffood parents, thev failed not to record. From these 
frequent promenadfes, I derived that vigorous constitution, 
or at least its stability, which has prolonged my abode in 
this vale of tears, through many serious disorders, which 
have seemed to promise my emancipation. 1 do not 
remember the time when I did not behold the works of 
Nature with delight; such as the drapery of the heavens, 
and the flowers of the garden, and of the fields; and I 
perfectly recollect, before I was clothed hi masculinp 
nabiliments, that I was delightedly occupied in o]!iening: 
the'ffTound, throwing into some form, and planting in 
Tegular order, little spries broken from the gooseberry, or 
currant bushes. My ph^asures of this liature were how- 
ever, soon interruptetl by going to school: this was my 
firBt afiliction; yet, to imperious necessity, the sweet 
pliability of human nature soon conformed my mind: nay, 
It WAS more than eonformed; F derived even felicity, firom 
the approbation of my school dame, from the pictures in 
my books, and especially from the acquaintance I formed 
With my school mates. 

It does nf>t appear to me that I was what the world calls 
naturally vicious. I was neither qiierulou8| fior i]uarrel- 
tMMDe: 1 cannot trace in my mind a vestige of envy. I re- 
ioict;d in every advantage possessed by my littfe comrades, 
and my father was accustomed to exclaim, ' Never, I be- 
lieve, was such a boy; he absolutely deliffhts as much in 
the new garments worn liy the children of our neighbors, 
as in his own :' and indeed, as far as 1 can recollect during 
this sweet morning of life, my most complete satisfaction 
resulted from the gratification of others. I never enjoyed 
any thing alone; my earliest pleasures were social, and I 
was eager to reciprocate every good office: It is true I 
encountered difficulties, from the various disriositions of 
those with whom I associated, but, in my infant bosom, 
rancor or implacability found no place. Being however 
too fond of play, and ambitious of imitating my senior^, I 
dad little time for reading; yet I learned, and at six years 
M could read a chapter in the Bible, not indeed verj 
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correctly, but I rarelypaused at a word, however difficuV . 
itill I read on. My father, I remember, used sometime* 
to laugh out — a levity which, by the way, he seldom 
indul^d-7-but he did sometimes laugh out, and say, * This 
boy sticks at nothing, he has a most astonishing invention; 
how it is he utters such sounds, and passes on with such 
rapidity, I cannot conceive : but mv blunders were more 
frequently marked by a staggering box on the ear, which 
necessitated me to stop, when I was obliged to recom- 
'mence, and go over the whole again, xhis conduct 
originated, even at this early age, more/ear thsin affection 
tor my father. I was studious to avoid his presence, and 
I richly enjoyed his absence. To my brothers and sisters, 
who were multiplied with uncommon rapidity, I was 
warmly attached, and as our mother contributed all in her 
power to pur gratification, our pleasures were not surpas- 
sed by those of any little group, which came under our 
observation. 

My parents were the religious children pf religious pa- 
rents, and grand parents; they were the more religious on 
thai account; and,.as the descendants of ancient noble 
families value themselves on their pedigree, sljimulating 
their children from considerations of ancestry to act Qp to 
the illustrious examples which theyexhibit and emblaasoai, 
uniformly insisting that they shall avoid mixing with the 
plebian race; so, as soon as I appeared to pay attention 
to interesting tales, I was made acquainted with thechar- 
acter of my grand parents. 

My paternal grandfather ,bowever, possessed only neg- 
ative reli^ioit; that is, his afiection for my grandmother 
obliged him to conform to her, in every thing; and he ee- 
teemed hiibeelf happy, in being blest with a wife, who, 
from principle and inclination, was both able and willing 
to take upon h^self the care and culture of her children 
How long this grandfather lived, I am unable to say, buft 
my grandmother was,with respect to her reli^ous attach^ 
ments, more fortunate in a second marriage. She wai 
united to a Mr. Beattie, a man of considerable note, ic- 
every point of view. It was by this gentleman's name 
I became acquainted with my grandmother; I remember 
when very young, to have seen his picture, which gave 
me a very high idea of his person. It was his son, who 
WHS governor of the fortress, in the harbor of Cork. My 
grandmother soon lost this second husband, and never 
married again. She was, in the morning and meridian 
of her life, a celebrated beauty : the remains of a fine fkc« 
were visible when I knew her: I never beheld a mora 
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beautiful old lady. Traces of affluence were ooBBpoiious 
in her dwelling, her furniture, and apparel; she was an 
inunediate descendant of an ancient and honorable family 
in France; her father's name was Barroux, one (^ the 
noblesse, and a dweller in the town of Paimbioeuf, on tlie 
river Loire, between the city of Nantes, and the moacd • 
of said river. Mr« Barroux having buried his lady, wiiu 
left him two daughters, thought proper, as was then the 
custom of people of distinction, to educate his eldest 
daughter in England; this step banished her from her na- 
tive country, and from her father: she never saw either 
more. Attaching herself to a family of Episcopalians, 
fihe became azesdous Protestant, which, together with her 
selecting a husband of the same persuasion, confirmed her 
an exile forever. The irritated feelings of her father ad- 
mitted ao^ appeal: liis affections were totally alt«»ated : he 
was a high spirited, obstinate man, and he swore in his 
wrath, he would wed the first woman he met, provided he 
could obtain her eonsent, and she were not absolutely dis- 
gusting. The first who presented happened to be his 
chaml^rmaid; he made known to her his vow, was ac- 
cepted with gratitude and they were speedily married 
Not many years after this event, the old gentleman died, 
leaving no issue by his second marriage, and, as he left 
no wiU, his daughter, who continued under the paternal 
roof, entered into possession of the whole estate; she, 
Jiowever, survived her father only three weeks, when my 
grandmother became the only legal heir to the property, 
both of her fiith^-, and her sister. 

A larse share of the personal estate was conveyed to 
England, by two priests; and the real estate was tendered 
to my grandmother, on condition that she would read her 
recantation, renounce the damnable doctrines of the 
Church of England, and receive the Host, as the real 
presence. My grandmother, and my father, after a 
eonference, which continued but a few moments, cheer* 
fully concurred in a relinquishment of the estate, and 
united in declaring, that, on^ terms so calculated to pros- 
trate their integrity, they would not accept the whole 
kingdom of France. The clergvman returned to the 
Gaflic shore, and the person len in the house, for the 
purpose of taking charge of the estate, until the heirs at 
law should recover their senses, continued in the quiet 
possession of an inheritance, worth five hundred pounds 
sterling per annum. When the estate was thus, upon 
^^ligious principles, surrendered, I was about ^re years 
of age: but having frequently heard my father circum- 
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fltantiaUy relate the transaction, as I advanced in life, ni|r 
bosom often acknowledged a latent wish, that he had ac 
cepted an inheritance to which his natural claim was in 
dubi|able, upon the terms offered by the ecclesiastics, 
which were, that my grandmother, and my father, should 
in so many words, qualify themselves for the possession 
of their right, while, in their hearts, they continued to 
judge for themselves. But from a conduct so question- 
Able, the guileless heart of my upright parent spontane- 
ously revolted; and, for myself, while revolving years 
gave me to exult in his deci.^ion, the detection of so rep- 
rehensible a principle, in my own bosom, and at so early 
a period, originated much contrition. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing the very considerable sacrifice made by my father, his 
uniform efforts commanded all the necessaries, and many 
of the elegancies of life. His children multiplied; four 
sons and five daughters augmented his felicities; he re- 
ceived from nature a strong mind, his parents bestowed 
upon him a good education, and he was universally 
respected and beloved. 

The parents of my mother were well known to me; her 
father's name was James Rolt, his ancestors were aU 
English; he was in early life a ban^ivant, and even when 
he became the head of a family, his reprehensible pursuits 
were nothing diminished; the silent suffering of his wed- 
ded companion were strongly expressed in her wan coun- 
tenance, and broken health. 1 he circumstances of his 
conversion from dissipation to a life of severe piety were 
rather remarkable, and were considered in his day as 
miraculous. 

Of the piety of my paternal grandfather, or my matemai 
grandmother, I have little to say. I have never heard that 
they allowed themselves in any improper indulgencies, 
and as they were the admirers of their devout companions, 
it is a fair conclusion, that they were at least negatively 
pious, and that if they did not lead, they cheerfully fol- 
lowed, in cultivating a pious disposition in the minds of 
their children; and, by consequence. Religion became 
the legitimate inheritance of my immediate parents. 
The conversion of my paternal grandmother, from the 
tenets in which she was educated, increased her zeal, 
while the inheritance, sacrificed from conscientious prin- 
ciples, gave her to consider herself more especially heir 
or an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and thatfadeth 
not away; and conscious that she had fully concurred with 
my father, in depriving their children of a temporal rrea- 
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Bure, they were sedulously, anxious to inculcate a per- 
suasion of the necessity of securing another. 

It is wonderful, that while it was the great business, 
both of my father and mother, to render their children 
feelingly solicitious to secure an interest in the RedetHner , 
that they might be thus entitled to a blessed and happy 
futurity, they were both of them very rigid Calvinists. 

The doctrines, taught by that gloomy Reformer, they 
undeviatingly taught to their family : and hence my soul 
frequently experienced the extreme of agony. Naturally 
vivacious, to implant religion among my juvenile pleasures 
required the most vigorous and uniform effort. Religion 
was not a native of the soil, it was an exotic, which when 
planted, could only be kept alive by the most persevering 
attention. Hence Religion became a subject of terror. 1 
was not ten years old when I began to suffer; the discov- 
ery of my sufferings gave my fond father much' pleasure; 
he cherished hope of me when he found me suffering from 
my fears, and much indeed was I tortured by the severe 
unbending discipline of my father, and the terrifying ap- 
prehensions of what I had to expect from the (5od who 
created me. The second son of my parents was naturally 
of a pensive, gloomy disposition. He was more piously 
disposed, and less fond of amusement than myself, and 
hearing much of Cain as the eldest son of Adam, of Esau 
as the eldest son of Isaac, and of Abel and Jacob as the 
younger sons, my soul was frequently filled with terror, 
verily believing my brother was the elected, and myself 
the rejected of God. This appalling consideration, even 
at this early period, frequently devoted my days and nights 
to tears and lamentation. But stability dwelt not with 
me, and the pleasing expectations of my father were often 
blasted; my attachment to my playmates, and their child- 
ish gambols revived, and when engaged in appropriate 
amusements, I oflen forgot the immediate terror of the 
rod, and of future misery; both of which, as oflen as 1 
reflected, I painfully believed I should endure. My father 
took every method to confine me within his walls : it was 
with difficulty he prevailed upon himself to permit my 
attendance at school, yet this was necessary, and to school 
I must go; while that rigid and extreme vigilance, which 
was ever upon the alert, produced effects diametrically 
opposite to the end proposed. My appetite for pleasure 
increased, and I occasionally prefered the truant frolic, 
to the stated seasons of study, yea, though I was certain 
severe castigation would be the consequence. Pious suji- 
plications were the accompaniments of the chastisements 
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which were inflicted, so that I oflen passed from the ter- 
ror of the rod, to the terrifying apprehensions of future 
and never^endiiig misery. Upon these terrific occasions, 
the jjfiost solemn resolutions were formed, and my vows 
were marked by floods of tears. I would no more offend 
either my father, or hi8 God; I dared not to sajr my God, 
for I had heard my' father declare, that for any mdividual, 
not the elect of God, or to say of God, or to God, * Our 
Father,' was nothing better than blasphemy: when 
most devout, I was prevented from deriving consolation 
from my pious breathings, by a persuasion that I was a 
reprobate, predestined to eternal perdition. In fact, I 
believed that I had nothing to hope, but every thing to 
fear, both from my Creator, and my father; and these 
soul-appalling considerations, by enforcing a conclusion, 
that I was but making provision for alternate torture, 
threw a cloud over every mnocent enjoyment. 

About the time that I attained my eleventh year, my 
father removed to Ireland, and though I dreaded going 
with him any where, I was the only individual of the 
family whom he compelled to accompany him. Yet I 
was captivated by the charms of novelty. London filled 
me with amazement, and my fond, my apprehensive father, 
was in continual dread of losing me;- while the severity 
he practised to detain me near him> by invigorating my 
desires to escape from his presence, increased the evil. 

We quited London in the middle of April, and reaching 
Bristol, tarried but a little while in that city. At Pill, five 
miles from Bristol, between my father and myself, a final' 
separation was on the point of taking place. In the Bris- 
tol tiver the tide is extremely rapid; I stepped into a boat 
on the slip, and letting it loqse, the force of the current 
almost instantly carried it ofl^into the channel, and had it 
been ebb instead of flood tide, I must inevitably have gone 
out to sea, and most probably should never have been 
heard of more : but the flood tide carried me with great 
rapidity up the river, and the only fear I experienced was 
from the effects of my father's indignation. The poor 
gentleman, with a number of compassionate individuals, 
were engaged, until almost twelve o'clock, m searching 
the town, and the harbor, and had returned home relin 
quishing every hope of my restoration. In the midst of 
the stream I found a large flat-bottomed boat at anchor, 
to which, making fast the boat I was in, I consequently 
proceeded no farther. At midnight, I heard voices on 
the side of the river, when, earnestly imploring their aii, 
and offering a liberal reward, they came in their boat^ 
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and, convey tog me on shore^ conducted ihe to my lodg- 
ings; but no language ciein describe my>dism8y, as I drew 
near my fatber, who was immediately preparing to ad- 
minister the deserved chastisement, when the benevolent 
hostess interposed) and in pity-moving accents exclahned: 
* Oh, for God's sake let the poor Blood alone; I warrant 
he has suffered enough already.' My father was softened, 
perhaps he was not displeased to find a pretence for mild- 
ness: he gave me no correction for this offence; he even 
treats me with ^unusual kindness. We were detained 
in Pill three "weeks, wishing for a favorable wind, three ^ 
weeks more at Minehead, and three weeks at Milford Ha- 
ven. Thus we were nine weeks in performing a passage, 
which is commonly made in forty-eight hours, and instead 
of my father's reaching Cork before the residue of his 
family, they were there almost at the moment^of our ar- 
rival. In Cork we were at home. There dwelt the re- 
spected mother of my father, and in easy circumstances; 
many changes, however, had taken place in her family, 
although the remains of affluence were still visible. My 
^her fixed his residence in the vicinity of this city, and 
^most pleasing residence it proved. 

About this time the Methodists made their appearance, 
and my father was amonff the first who espoused their 
cause. His zeal for vital religion could hardly be sur- 
passed; and it appeased to him that this innate, and holy 
operation, rejected by every other sect, had found refuge 
in the bosoms of these exemplary people. But^ though 
my father espoused the cause, he did not immediately be- 
come a Methodist: the Methodists were not Calvinists. 
Yet, if possible, he doubled his diligence; he kept his 
family more strict than ever: he was distinguished by the 
name of saint, and became tne only person m his vicinity, 
whom the Methodists acknowledged as truly pious. With 
the religion of the Methodists I was greatly enamored; 
they preached often, and in the streets; they had private 
societies of young people, and sweet singing, and a vast 
deal of it, and an amazing variety of tunes, — and all this 
was beyond expression charming. At this period the 
health, of my father began to decline. Physicians con- 
curred in opmion, that his complaints indicated a pulmo- 
nary affection. Again his efforts were renewed nnd in* 
vigorated, and, poor gentleman, his labors were abun- 
dantly multiplied. The ardent desire of his soul was to 
render every individual of his family actioelt; religious, 
and religious in his own way; but as his childr<;h neces- 
sarily mmgled more or less with the children in the neigh* 
2* 
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borJboody thef caught wordi and habits which he disUkMl, 
and applicatioa was made to the rod, as a sovereign 
panacea 

In the course of my twelflh year, my father was orer^ 
taken by a very heavy calamity; his house, his houses, 
and indeed aknost every thing he possessed, were laid in 
ashes. He had only a moment to snatch to his bosom a ' 
sleeping infant from its cradle, when a part of the house 
fell m; an instant longer and they would both have been 
wrappied in the surrounding flames; and a deep sen'be of 
this preserving mercer accompanied liim to his grave. 
' Thus«£very event of nis life seemed to combine to render 
his devotions more and more fervent. It was happy for 
us that my respectable grandmother still lived, wlu>se ex- 
tricating hand was an ever ready resource. 

It was my £ather^s constant practice, so long as his 
health would permit, to quit his bed, winter as well aa 
8U(;nmer, at four o'clock in the morning; a larce portion 
of this time, thus redeemed from sleep, was devoted to 

Krivate prayers and meditations. At six o'clock the fami- 
/ were sununoned, and I, as the eldest son, was ordei»|| 
into my closet, for the purpose of p|[^vate devotion. W^ 
father, however, did not go with me, and I did not always 
pray; I was not always in a praying frame; but the do- 
ceit, which I was thus reduced to the necessity of prac- 
tising, was an additional torturer tfi my laboring mind. 
After the family were collected, it was my part to read a^ 
chapter in the bible; then followed a long and fervent prayer 
by, my father; breakfast succeeded, when the children 
being sent to school, the business of the day commenced. 
In the course of the day, my father, as I believe, never 
omitted his private devotions, and, in the evening, the 
whole family were again collected, the children examin- 
ed, our faults recorded^ and I, as an example to the rest, 
especially chastised. My father rarely passed by an of- 
fence, without marking it by such punishment as his 
sense of duty awarded; and when my tearful mother in- 
terceded for me, he would respond to her entreaties in 
the language of Solomon, ' if tkou 6eat him tnth a rod, 
he shall not die; ' the biUe was again introduced^ and 
die day was closed by prater* Sumlay was a day iimeh 
to be dreaded in our family; we were all awakened at 
early dawn^ private devotions attended, breakfast hastily 
dismissed, shutters closed, no light but from the back jiart 
of the bouse, no noise could bring any part of the fandaly 
to the windoiWy not a syllable was uttered upon seeular 
affairst ,«iRery oi^e who eould read, ehildren and domMp> 
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^St9y had their allotted ehdpters. WnioSify ^thf^ iiiMee^^ 
edi n£M\vlaehy Baxter's Saints Byenastiiig: Rest wa« 
assigned to me; my mother all the timse. in terror lest th« 
children skould be an interruption. At IsOt the Ml "sum- 
moned vti to churcb, whither m solemzif order we proceed- 
ed; I dose to my father, who admomshed me to^ look 
straight forward, and not let my eyes wander after vani^ 
ty. At church, I wa^ ^ed at his elbow, eompelled to 
kneel wfaeti he kneeled, to stand when he stood, to find 
the Psalm, Epistle, Got^I, and eolleets for the day; and 
any instance of iilattentioti Was viglientiy maifEed, and 
unrelentingly punished. When I returned from church, 
I was ordered to my closet; and when I eame forth, the 
chapter ftom which the preaicher had taken his text, was 
read, and f was then questioned t^peeting the sermon, a 
part of which I could generally reoeat. Dinner, as 
breakfast, was taken in a^ent haste, after which we were* 
not suffered to walk, even in the garden, but every one 
must either readj or hear reading, until the bell gave the 
signal Tor aflenjp&on service, fV-om whteh we retimed to 
•fvivate det^on; to readhig, to i catechising, to examina- 
ti<^ ancl long family praver, Which closed the most labo- 
rious day of ttie week, it was the dustom for many of 
our visiting friends to unite with ns in these evening ex- 
ercises, to the no nnall gratification of my father; it is 
tru^, especially afler he became an invafid, he was often 

rremwy fatigued, but. Upon these occasions, the more 
suffered, the more he rejoiced, since his reward would 
be the greater, and indeed his suflferings, of eveiy descrip- 
tion, were to him a never-fcdfing source of consolation. 
In fact, this devotional life became to him second nature, 
but it was not so to his family. For myself, I was alter- 
nately serious, ojjd wildi but never very moderate in any 
thing. My father rejoiced in my devotional fhmiies, and 
was encouraged to proceed, as occasion was given, in the 
good work of whipping, admonishing, and praying. I 
continued to repeat my pious resolutions, and, still more 
to bind my sou^ I once vowed a vow unto the Lord, — 
kissing tlie book for the purpose of adding to its solemni- 
ty, — ^that I would no more visit the jHeasure grounds, nor 
tigain associate with those boys, who had been my com- 
panions. Almost immediately after this transaction I at- 
tended a thundering preacher, who, taking for his text 
that command of our Saviour, which directs his disciplea 
to * tvoeat not at d?l,' gave me to believe I had committed 
m most heinous transgression, in the oath that I had taken; 
\ULjt he went so far as to assure his hearers, thiat to layi 



*Mp9n fliy ^^erd,* was an oath, a yeiy horrid oath, nnee it 
was taotamount to awearing by Jesus Christ, inasmuch 
at he was the word, who was made flesh for us and dwelt 
among us. This sermon rendered me for a long season 
truly wretched, while I had no individual to whom I 
could conlUle my distresses. To my father 1 dared not 
even name my secret afflictions, and my mother, as tar 
as the tenderness of her nature would permit, was in 
strict unison with her venerated husband. The depres- 
sion of my spirits upon this occasion was great, and en« 
during; but for revolving months 1 continued what they 
called a good boy, 1 was attentive to my book, carefully 
following the directions that were given me, and on my 
return from school, instead of squandering the hours of 
intermission with idle associates, I immediately retired 
to the garden, which constituted one of the first pleasures 
of my fife; in fact, the cultivation of fruits, and flowers, 
has, in every period of my existence, continued to me a 
prime source of enjoyment. My paternal grandmother 
was the Lady Bountiful of the parish; having mader it her 
study, she became an adept in the distillation of simples;^ 
she had a large garden adjoining to my father's ana die 
cultivated an amazing variety of plants. As 1 was lier 
favorite assistant, she gradually obtained my father's per* 
mission, that I should appropriate to her a large part of 
my time, and the hours which I consequently devoted to^ 
this venerable lady, in her garden, and in her habitation,' 
were to me halcyon hours. It was my study to enriok 
her grounds with every choice herb, or flower, which 
met my gaze, and I was ever on the alert to collect plants 
of the most rare description. This was confessedly an 
innocent amusement; it would bear reflection, and was 
therefore delightfuL Alas ! alas ! it was too replete with 
felicity to becontinued. 1 was soon compiled to relinquish 
my pleasant occupation. My father found it necessary 
to remove from the neighborhood of his mother, and her 
garden no more bloomed for me. 

We were speedily established in the vicinity of a noble* 
man's seat, in which was instituted an academy of high 
reputation. It was under the direction of an Episcopalian 
clergyman, who, being well acquainted with, and much 
attached to my father, had frequent opportunities of hear- 
ing me recite many chapters from the bible, which I had 
conmiitted to memory, and becoming fond of me, he 
earnestly imuortuned my father to surrender me up to 
his care. ' He shall five in my family,' said he; < he shall 
be unto me as a son, I wiU instruct him, and when op- 
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portMhy offers^ he shaU beeonw • member of iho IJirik 
y4rsity: he hu a prodigioos memoiy, his undofatan^iiig 
needs only to be opened, when he will make the most 
rapid progress.' But my father, trembling for my spirit- 
ual interest, if remoTed from his guardian care, returned 
to this liberal proposal the moat unqualified negative, and 
my writing-master immediately sought, and obtained the 
situation for his son, who was alxiut my age. In this 
academy many nobleman's sons were quaMed for Trinity 
College, Dublin, and in a few years one of those ennobled 
students, selected my fortunate schoolmate as a compan- 
ion; he passed through Trinity College, and received its 
honors, nrom Which period I never again beheld him, un«- 
tii I saw him in a pulpit in the city of London. 

Though my social propensities, at eveiy period of my 
life greatly predominated, yet the close attention paid me 
by my father, greatly abridged every enjoyment of this 
description, l^t I did form one dear connection, with 
whom I held sweet converse. But of the society of this 
dear youth I was soon deprived. Recalled by his family, 
he was to leave town upon a Sunday morning, and in- 
stead of going to church, I took my way to his lodgings, 
for the purpose of bidding him a last farewell. The ill 
health of my father prevented him from attending church 
on that day, but tidings of my delinc^uency were conveyed 
to him by a rentleman of his acquamtance, and my pun- 
ishment, as I then believed, was more than proportioned 
to my fault. Still, however, I had sufficient hardihood 
to run great hazards. A review of several regiments of 
soldiers was announced; I could not obtain leave to be 
present, yet, for the purpose of witnessing a sight so 
novel, I was determined to take the day to myself; I 
suffered much through the day from hunger, and I antici- 
pated my reception at home. In the evening, I stopped 
at a little kut, where the homely supper smoked up- 
on the frugal board; the cottagers had the goodness 
to press me to partake with them; my heart blessed 
them; I should, like Esau, have given my Inrthright 
had it been mine to bestow, for this entertainment; 
but, blessings on the hospitable inhabitants of this island, 
they make no demands either upon friend, or stranrer; 
fvery individual is welcome to wnatever sustenance either 
their houses or their huts afford. I sst doMm, and I ate 
the sweetest meal I ever ate in my life, the pleasure of 
which 1 have never yet forgotten, although the paternal 
chastisement, which followed, was uncommonly severe. 

The time now approached -when it was judged neces- 
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wKty I should engage i& some business, by Wbich 1 
might secure the neccessaries of life. The conscience 
of my father had deprived mcf of an estate, and of a col« 
legiate education, and it was incumbent upon him to 
make some provision for me. But what was to be done? 
If he sent me abroad, I should most unquestionably con« 
tract bad habits. Well then, he would brim? me up him« 
self; but this was very difficult. He had for some time 
thrown up business, and new expenses must be incur- 
red. Finally, however, I commenced my new career, 
and under the eye of my pains-taking father. I did not 
however like it; yet I went on well, and, dividing my 
attention between my occupation and my garden, J had 
little leisure. It was at this period I began once more to 
experience the powerful operation of religion, and secret 
devotion became my choice. Perhaps no one of my ago 
ever more potently felt the joys and sorrows of Religion. 
The Methodists had followed us to our new situation, 
and they made much noise; they courted, and obtained 
the attention of my father, and he now joined their society. 
They urged him to become a preacher, but his great hu- 
mility, and his disbelief of Arminianism were insupera- 
ble bars. He was. nevertheless a powerful assistant to 
the Methodists. Mr. John Wesley was a great admirer 
of my father, and he distinguished him beyond any indi- 
vidual in the society; perseveringly ursing him to be- 
come ,tlf^ leader of a class, and to meet the society in the 
absence of their preachers: to all which my father con- 
sented. I think I have before observed, that I was de- 
« oted to the Methodists, and for the very reason that render- 
ed my father apprehensive of them, — ^they were very «a- 
dal. The Methodists in this, as in eveiy other place, 
where they sojourned, by degrees established a perma- 
nent residence. They first preached in the streets, 
practised much self-denial, and mortification, inveighed 
against the standing religion of the country, as impious 
and hypocritical, declaring the new birth only to be 
found among them. To this general rule, they, how- 
ever, allowed my father to be an exception; and his open 
espousal of their cause contributed greatly to building 
them up. They gained many proselytes: it became the 
fashion for multitudes to become religious; and it is in, 
religion as in every thing else, where once it is followed 
by a multitude, multitudes will follow. The very child- 
ren became religious. A meeting-house was speedily ob- 
tained, a society was formed, and classes of every de- 
scription regularly arranged. There was one class of 
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hoySf it oonsLsted of forty, and Mr. John Wesley appoint 
ed me their leader. Twice in the course of evety week 
this class met in a private apartment. The business of 
the leader was to see that the members were all present; 
for this purpose he was furnished with a list of their 
names, and when they were all assembled, the leader be- 
gan by singiui? a hymn. I was once pronounced a good 
£inger, and although I never had patience to learn mu- 
sic by note, I readily caught every tune I heard, and ray 
notes were seldom false. I repeat, that I was delif htec^ 
with the music introduced by the Methodists. I colleol- 
ed their most enchanting tunes, and sinking them fre- 
quently in my class, I obtained much applause. Prayer 
succeeded the hymn; I was accustomed to extemporary 
jjrayer; I had usually prayed in sincerity, and my devo- 
tion upon these occasions was glowing and unfeignecL 
Examination followed the prayer; I examined every indi- 
vidual separately, respecting the work of God upon hla 
heart, and both the questions, and resjponses, evinced 
great simplicity, and pious sincerity. A word of gene- 
ral advice next ensued, a second hymn was sung, and the 
whole concluded with prayer. This was a most delight 
ful season, both for my ^parents, and myself. I became 
the object of general attention; my society was sought 
by the grey-headed man, and the child. M^ experience 
was various, and great; in fact, I had experienced more 
of what is denominated the work of God upon the heart, 
than many, I had almost said than any, of my seniors, 
my parents excepted. Devout persons pronounced that 
I was, by divine favor, destined to beconie a huming 
mnd a shining light; and from these flattering appear- 
ances my father drew much consolation. I was frequent- 
ly addressed, in his presence as the child of much 
matching, and earnest prayer; this, to my proud!y-pioua 
parent was not a little flattering; it was then that I de- 
rived incajculable satisfaction, from these very legible 
iparks of election; And though the Methodists insisted, 
that the doctrine of election, before repentance and faith, 
^as a damnable doctrine; yet they admitted, that, after 
the manifestation of extraordinary evidences, the indi- 
vidual, so favored, was unquestionably elected. Thus, 
by the concurren' testimonies of Calvinists and Armin- 
ians, I was taught to consider myself as distinguished, 
and chosen of God; as certainly born again. Y«t, as it 
was next to impossible to ascertain the moment of my 
new birth, I became seriously unhap]3y, but from this un- 
happiness I was rescued, by reading accounts of holy 
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tod ffood men in similar circumstances; I now tiierefbre 
liveiCa heaven upon earth, beloved, caressed, and ad- 
toiired. No longer shut up under my father's watchful 
care, I was allowed to go out every morning at five 
o'clock to the house of public worship; there I bynmed 
the praises of God, and united in fervent pr^erwith the 
children of the faithfUl: meeting several of my ^oung 
admiring friends, we exchanged experiences, we mmgled 
our joys and our sorrows, and by this iHendly intercoifrse 
the nrst was increased, and the second diminished. In 
^11 our little meetings we were continually complaining 
to, and soothinff each other, and these employments were 
truly delightful. The mind cannot be intently occupied 
i>n contrary matters at the same time, and my mind being 
iSlled with devotion, my wakins and my sleepinff mo- 
tnents were invariably engaged in religious pursuits; it 
was in truth my meat, and my drink, to do what I be- 
lieved the will of my heavenly Father. At this period, 
I should have been wrecked upon the sand-built fx>unda- 
tion of self-righteousness y as many of my young friends 
Were^ had it not been for the unbroken vigilance of an ex- 
perienced and tender father. He saw the demger of too 
great elation, and he labored to keep me huim)le in my 
own estimation. ' You now, my dear,' said he, ' think 
you know every thing; but when you really attain supe- 
rior information, you will be convinced you know noth- 
ing*' This assertion appeared to me extremely paradoxi- 
cal; but I have since learned to appreciate its rationality 
and its truth. I know not how long I proceeded in this 
delightful path; nothing from within or without, inter- 
rupted my course, and I well remember, that I fancied 
myself on the verge of perfection. I saw, or imagined I 
saw, undeviating rectitude within my grasp. I was con- 
scious of no wishes, but those which I considered the le- 
gitimate offspring of the religion I professed. I wonder- 
ed what had become of my evil propensities; they were 
however gone, and I believed, they would no more re- 
turn: my days, my weeks rolled on, uniformly devoted to 
pursuits, which created for me unutterable self-compla- 
cency. On Sunday morning I arose with the sun, and 
like our first parent in a state of innocence, 

Straight towards heaven my wojidering eyes I turned, 
" And gazed awhile tta, ample sky/' 

Thus afler a night of charmingly refreshing, and undi»- 
turbed repose, with spirits innocently gay, I arose, wasli- 
ed my face and hands, repeating a short supplication 
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which my father never, on thtoee occasions, omitted: 
'O, Almiffhtj God, ivho hath ordained this watery ele- 
ment for the use, and support of nature, by which I am 
at this time refreshed, and cleansed, O ! purify nay ^sotd, 
by the operation of thy blessed spirit, as a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life.' I then retired to my 
closet^ <mfering the orisons of my gladened heart, and 
habit^ for church. I sat down to my i>ook, untH my 
fa^^r made his appearance, when the family being isum- 
moned, and the morning prayer mded, we breai&sted; 
but it was a light repast; and soon despatched. At eight 
o'clock, I attended the Methodist meeting; at &lf 
past nine, I returned home, and devoted the time to read- 
inff, until after tea, when the beii summoned rafe to church, 
where the Methodists at that time attended; at church I 
was pemarked for my devotion. From the chuich I re- 
turned to my dos^ after wliich 1 read the Bible, respond- 
ing to the interrogations of my father, relative! to the 
sermon, by repeating it nearly verbtitim. Dinner .over I 
again retired to my closet; irom which, by, my fctther'e 
fiesi^e, I made my af^pearanoe, to read fbr him some de- 
voti<mai hock^ until the beii again commanded my attend- 

. «nce upon pnfalie worship; but, to my great consolation, 
I hdd not, when I returned home,as on {Sunday sketched in 

-a fonner page, to spend the residue of the day in s^den- 
ing glooms? at five o'clock, the Metiiodist meeting again 

- opened^ to which the multitude flocked; there I saw, and 
diere, with affectionate admiration, I was seen; there, 
when the terren of law were exhibited, I wiis delighted 
lay the assnnuice of etemai security theredfrom; and mere, 
«f hen the children of the Redeemer Were addressed in 
the sootldng and plausive struns of consolation, my heart 
throbbed with pleasure, and tears of transport copiously 
tsvinced the rapture of my souL Socie^ meeting suc- 
ceeded the close of public service; three classes of the 
people were denominated Methodists: The congregation, 
who, as ottteivcourt worshippers, were only ksarers^ and 
seekers; members of the sodety, who were classed; and 
members of the band soeietv, who wei'e getmine believers. 
The two latter met every Sunday evening after meeting 
said no individual, who was not fumiishcMi with a ticket 
eould gain admittance. This ticket was a.badg^ of dis- 
tinctioja; ttgai^e the possessor eintrance^ all odiers were 
shute^aiM the door was locked. No words cah de- 
flcrifoe. my sensation^ when I obtained a s^at inside the 
closed door; when i listened, while the preacher in a 
low TdiiBe addressed the children of God The houah 
3 
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stantialljr relate the transaction, as I advanced in life, my 
bosom often acknowledged a latent wish, that he had ac 
ccpted an inheritance to which his natural claim was in 
dubi|able, upon the terms offered by the ecclesiastics, 
which were, that my grandmother, and my father, should 
in so many words, qualify themselves for the possession 
of their right, while, in their hearts, they continued to 
judge for themselves. But from a conduct so question- 
dble, the guileless heart of my uprieht parent spontane- 
ously revolted; and, for myself, while revolving years 
gave me to exult in his deci$«ton, the detection of so rep- 
rehensible a principle, in my own bosom, and at so earW 
a period, originated much contrition. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing the very considerable sacrifice made by my father, his 
uniform efforts commanded all the necessaries, and many 
of the elegancies of life. His children multiplied; four 
sons and five daughters augmented his felicities; he re- 
ceived from nature a strong mind, his parents bestowed 
upon him a good education, and he was universally 
respected and beloved. 

The parents of my mother were well known tome; her 
father's name was James Rolt, his ancestors were aU 
£ngiish; he was in early life a 6on-vtvan^, and even when 
he became the head of a family, his reprehensible pursuits 
were nothing diminished; the silent suffering of his wed- 
ded companion were strongly expressed in her wan coun- 
tenance, and broken health. 1 he circumstances of his 
conversion from dissipation to a life of severe piety were 
rather remarkable, and were considered in his day as 
miraculous. 

Of the piety of my paternal grandfather, or my matema) 
grandmother, I have little to say. I have never heard that 
they allowed themselves in anv improper indulgencies, 
and as they were the admirers of their devout companions, 
it is a fair conclusion, that they were at least negatively 

J)ious, and that if they did not lead, they cheerfully fol* 
owed, in cultivating a pious disposition in the minds of 
their children; and, by consequence, Religion became 
the legitimate inheritance of my immediate parents. 
The conversion of my paternal grandmother, from the 
tenets in which she was educated, increased her zeal, 
while the inheritance, sacrificed from conscientious prin* 
ciples, gave her to consider herself more especially heir 
or an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away; and conscious that she had fully concur reil with 
lay father, in depriving their children of a temporal rrea- 
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sure, they were sedulously, anxious to inculcate a per- 
suasion of the necessity of securing another. 

It is wonderful, that while it was the great husiness, 
both of my father and mother, to render their childrep 
feelingly solicitious to secure an interest in the Redetftner , 
that they might be thus entitled to a blessed and happy 
futurity, they were both of them very rigid Calvinists. 

The doctrines, taught by that gloomy Reformer, they 
undeviatingly taught to their family : and hence my soul 
frequently experienced the extreme of a^ony. Naturally 
yivacious, to implant religion among my juvenile pleasures 
required the most vigorous and uniform effort. Religion 
was not a native of the soil, it was an exotic, which when 
planted, could only be kept alive by the most persevering 
attention. Hence Religion became a subject of terror. 1 
was not ten years old when I began to suffer; the discov- 
ery of my sufferings gave my fond father much' pleasure; 
he cherished hope of me when he found me suffering from 
my fears, and much indeed was I tortured by the severe 
unbending discipline of my father, and the terrifying ap- 
prehensions of wha$ I had to expect from the God who 
created me. The second son of my parents was naturally 
of a pensive, gloomy disposition. He was more piously 
disposed, and less fond of amusement than myself, and 
hearing much of Cain as the eldest son of Adam, of Esau 
as the eldest son of Isaac, and of Abel and Jacob as the 
younger sons, uiy soul was frequently filled with terror, 
verily beiieving my brother was the elected, and myself 
the rejected of God. This appalling consideration, even 
at this early period, frequently devoted my days and nights 
to tears and lamentation. But stability dwelt not with 
me, and the pleasing expectations of my father were oHen 
blasted; my attachment to my playmates, and their child- 
ish gambols revived, and when engaged in appropriate 
amusements, I often forgot the immediate terror of the 
rod, and of future misery; both of which, as often as 1 
reflected, I painfully believed I should endure. My father 
took every method to confine me within his walls : it waa 
with difficulty he prevailed upon himself to permit my 
attendance at school, yet this was necessary, and to school 
I must go; while that rigid and extreme vigilance, which 
was ever upon the alert, produced effects diametrically 
opposite to the end proposed. My appetite for pleasure 
increased, and I occasionally prefered the truant frolic, • 
to the stated seasons of study, yea, though I was certain 
severe castigation would be the consequence. Pious suj*- 
plications were the accompaniments of the chastisements 
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«(i|lre8» iiun; and one day when he was cautioDing those 
who were hoiiored by his attention, against those expecta 
lions about which the wild enthusiasts of the da^ were 
^matically raving, such as the extraordinary operations of 
^e spirits, &c. &c., exhorting them to consider them- 
selves in their bajptism made members of Christ, and 
iuheritors of the kmgdom of heaven, I ventured to ask: 
Did I, sir, in my baptism, receive all the advantaffe^LIn 
a most ungracious manner, he replied: ' Undoubtdv.' 
Then, sir, allow me to ask, What can I want more? Of 
what use is confirmation ? ' What do you mean by asking 
these impertinent questions?' I ask for infbrmation: I 
came hither to be instructed. ' No, you came here to 
instruct me; you want to see your patron, John Wesley 
in the pulpit. You have no business here.' I conceive^ 
air, I have business here; I am one of your parish. 1 
WAS warned to attend, for the purpose of receiving 
instruction; and to whom should I apply but to my minis- 
ter? He deigned not to answer me, but when we again 
assembled, I observed: I remember, sir, when we were 
last here, you told us, there was no such thing ana, feeling 
operation of the spirit of God; I request therefore to 
miow, how we are to understand that article of our 
church, wlueh pronounces the doctrine of election ibll of 
especial ccMnfort to all godly persons, and such as feel in 
themselves the workings of the spirit of the Lord ? * You 
have nothing to do with the articles; you do not under 
stand them.' I should suppose, sir, that every member of 
a church had something to do with the articles of hu 
church; and if I do not understand them, suffer m^ o 
come to you for infbnnation. ' You are an impertinenr 
fettow, an.d if you thus proceed^ I shall order the clerk to 
put you out of the church.' You may order me out your 
self, sir; only tell me to go, and I will instantly depart 
Not another syllable was uttered to me, upon this occa< 
sion. But. upon the following Sundaj, when the young 
people of the congregation w«re again to be catechised, 
i-^appeared Mrith the rest, and our teacher uttered a severe 
and pointed sarcasm. I was sufficiently abashed to cover 
my lace with my hat— when, in a very angry tone he 
^ounanded me to depart from the church, he would suffer 
po; laughter there. I assured this christian preacher, that 
r did not lauffh, that I felt no disposition to laugh^ he in- 
sisted, that r did, and with great confusiou I withdirew 
from, the altar; but waiting for him in the porch of the 
diurch, I humbly implored his pardon, while I informed 
him» that he had done me much wrong; that I had too 
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flttered. m veneration for the {dace I was iO) to deport my- 
self unbecomingly while under its roof; that I had not 
the smallest indiination to mirth: that the consideration 
of his denying! the operation of the snirk upon the heart 
had too much disturbed and grieved me. - ^ Well, I do 
still say, there is no especial operation of the epirit: I 
hame never experiencea any thing of this description.* 
I^¥ theD) suiSer me to ask, could you say, when you 
WHIe ordained, that you felt yourself moved hy the Holy 
Ghost to take upon you the office of a teacher? < You 
know nothing of the matter, you are very impertinent. 
Many were standing by, who seemed pleased with the 
advantage I had so apparently, gained, and, while thus 
— munerated for the m«ult I had received, I returned 

>nie in triumph. 

Some time afler, as I was passine the street, one of my 
acquaintance asked me, if I knew the bishop was at that 
moment engaged in confirming the young people of our 
parish? I instantly repaired to the church, and to my 
great surprise, found the information correct; my good 
priest had not intended I should be apprized of the busi« 
ness. I advanced however to the altar, and presented 
myself to thebishop* My priest appeared exceedingly ir- 
ritated, and made a communication to the bishop, in a 
tone too low to be understood by me; but his lordship 
replied aloud, < it is of no consequence what they are, 
provided they understand what they are ab(3Ut.' From 
this reply I concluded tlie priest had accused me of Meth 
odism. It happened^ that I was the first of the circle 
presented round the altar, and began as follows: 

Bishop. What is your business here? 

Mwrray. My lord, when l.was baptised, my spoosom 
promised, in my nanrie, to renounce tne devil ana all hii 
works, the pomps and vanities of thi«i wicked world, with 
all the sinful lusts of the flesh. They engaged also, that 
so soon as I should have learned the creed, the Lord'i 
prayer, and the ten conunandments, they would introduce 
me to this ordinance; as, however, they have neglected 
so to do, I beff leave to present myself. 

BUhop. What idea have you of this ordinance? 

Murray, I conceive, my lord, that the engagemente 
entered into at my baptism, cannot be fulfilled without 
the a id,'and operation of the spirit of the Lord; and I am 
taught to consider this ordinance as a means of grace, 
through which 1 may obtain the aid of the Holy Spirit, to 
requisite to my well doing. 
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Bishop^ (With a soUxmcd voice) Hxwe jrou erer b«»i^ 
at the comoiunion ^ 

Murray. Yea, my lord, and although I ventttred at 
first with fear, and trembling, yet deriving therefrom real 
emsolation, I have never since absented rayseif. * you are 
right, said the Bishop, and immediately laying his hands 
upon my head^ he j^rayed for me with the greatest appa* 
rent fervor. Twnmg to a lad, who stood next me/^e 
masked him the same question he had previously addrea^ 
10 me: he was unprovided with an answer. 'This w 
astonishing,' said the bishop; ' I should have thought you 
would at least have learned to answer from the youth 
who spoke before you; ' and he gaye n^ priest a ghmce, 
which called the blush of confusion into his face. I wa^ 
extremely ^ratified, so were my friends in general, ana 
my pious father in partieular. Mr. John Wesley now 
Inadeus a visit, hepaidme the most distinguished attention, 
and the regards of such a man were, to a young heart, 
truly flattering; he cherished the idea, that I should shortly 
become a useful laborer in the field, which he sosedu* 
lernsly cultivated. One thing, however, gave him anxie-; 
ty, — ^the probability that I h^ imbibed my father's dam- 
nable principles, for such he denominated the Calvinistic 
tenets; yet he hoped better thinffs of me, and things 
which accompanied salvation. When in my father's 
house, he manifested toward him the greatest kindness 
fifid friendship; but on leaving the- country, he charged 
Ms followers to keep a strict watch over him, lest, through 
the influenbe of his great piety, he should infuse his abom* 
inable sentiments into the minds 'Of some of the breth- 
ren. Mr. Weslgr^s cEiseiples considered him the apostle 
of the age; and T experienced a reverential awe m his 
^sence; yet there were points in his conduct^ winch ex* 
cited my wonder, and which, in any other character, I 
should not* have hesitated to pronounce wrong; bat I 
should haVe believed it criminal even to suspect that he 
could err. My religion was becoming more and more 
fbrmal, it seemed a body without a s&uL Sometimes, 
indeed, when listening to a lively, warm-hearted preach- 
er, I was made most keenly to feel the poverty of my 
conditioti) that, while I was believed rich, and increasing 
in goods, having need of nothing, I was in truth misera* 
bly poor, bHna and naked. This eonsi4era!tion often 
rendod'inosad, in proportion as I appeared to suffbr: I 
beoliitieith0<oi>jeet> of respectful atteqtiom GUooms, fURd 
melancholy, were considered aaihfUlible signa; ofra gra* 



cious disppsitipn, not only by my father, biU by all nqB 
religious connexions. One of our preacbiers used to say, 
he had rather be in the company of a thousand demoiiSy 
than ten laughing jiersons! Unfortunately for the;main'* 
tenance of my standing in the society ^ jop^ sadne^ was 
not uniform^ and, preserving no medium, I always be- 
came gay in full proportion to my previous d^ression; 
and, in truth, cheerfulness was becoming, the prevailing 
temper of my mind, and I know not how l(Mlg it miglit 
hddye continued so, if I had not observed, corny great codf* 
stemation, that I was daily loosing ground in the estima- 
tion of my associates. This conviction banished my dan* 
gerous vivacitjr, and restored my respectability » 1 now 
sedulously avoided society, and frequently envied those 
who were released from this dangerous world. I have 
often, at\er a night of suffering, risen with the dawn». 
and entering the church-yard, have parsed houm there, 
contemplating the happy state of those who were lodged 
in their narrow house, and ardently longed to be as they 
Mrere. Even my father began to fear that I was rapidly 
declining, and by his consequent tenderness I was beyond 
e^cpression touched, 

1 cannot now determine how long this frame ; of mind 
continued, but this I know, that it lasted long enough to 

fin me more reputation, both at home and abroad^ >tlian'. 
had lost; there was such a variety in my feeliiigSi the 
changes in my spirit from sad to gay, from gay: to sad,; 
were so frequent, that I had of course far> more .experif?. 
e'nce, than any other person of my age^ The. youngs*, 
when under awakenings, always resorted tome ■ for coin^^ 
fort and information^ while the old, huiw with doUght on 
my narrations: the prayers of my fath^ir obtained due 
credit; the child of so many prayers could.only be as I 
was. I was at this time about sixteen yeairs of age, but 
commencing life so early, I felt like twenty, and I antici- 
pated all the enjoyments which awaited me« 

About this period, our society was gratified' by a most 
unexpected acquisition. A gentleman of great fortune, 
who had been a virulent opposer of the Methodists, be<» 
came a zealous convert to their tenets, and with hialady; 
joined our congregation; no event had ever giye& askcit 
exultation, such complete satisfaction* They had be- 
longed to the Presbyterian meeting, and their A unwroQS 
tunored, worshipping there, continued inveterate adver- 
saries. Between my father, and the n^w convert the 
warmest friendship took .placet; and hia gopd lady^ who^i 
was indeed rone qf the jirstpf womeBi.hecjOiie aa^wamiiif' 
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attaciwd to nmr Ikmily as her husband. They had been 
couverttfd at the same time; and as new converts are 
always ine most zealous, this good couple, although ad^ 
vanced in years, used to rise at four in the mommiir> ui 
the depth of winter, and go round among the neighbors, 
in order to arouse them in time to attend morning service, 
which was re^larly at five o'clock, winter and sununer; 
our house being in the way, they never omitted calling 
upon us; my father was not always well enoujfh to ac- 
company them, but I never failed, and the delight they 
took in me was great. Their family consisted of two 
sons, one older than myself, and one of my own age, and 
two daughters younger than their brothers: for a long 
season tms family, aud ours, spent at least a part of everv 
day together; they met constantly at church, and had 
beside many private interviews. Mr. Little, the name 
of our new friend, belonged to a class of which my father' 
was the leader, and Mrs. Little to my mother's band. 
The classes generally consisted of twelve, beside the 
leader. The band was formed from the classes, and, 
consisted of six, beside the leader. These bands were 
composed of true believers, and of one sex and condition : 
The single women, the married women, and the widows, 
the single men, the married men, and the widowers. My 
mother was a leader of a band of married women. The. 
youth, I have mentioned of my own age, sought and ot>- 
tatned my confidence; I conceived for him the warmest 
aifeetion, and I had every reason to suppose the attach- 
ment mutual; we passed many delightful hours together, 
and the discovery of our friendship gave real satisfaction 
to our parents. The eldest son adhered to the church, 
the family had left; and the onijr daughter who was of 
age to decide, embraced the pnncipies of her parents. 
From our connexion with these worthy people, I derived 
mat pleasure; I was much beloved by the principals of 
Uie family, and I had great delight in the society of theii 
children. I have frequently retired with my young friend 
to read, and pray : we had in fact no solitary pleasures. 
It was in the closet of this friend, that I first became ac- 
Quainted with Addison, Pope, Pamel, Thomson, and 
shakspeare; we read those writings together: never sbaU 
I forget the avidity with which I seized, ana the delight 
with which I perused those authors; I was beyond ex- 
pression fascinated by their numbers; but I thought best 
carefully to conceal tnis new source of enjoyment from 
my father. Tie Iibrar3r, to which I thus obtained free 
aocess was refy extensive: besides the books already 
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nained, it contained much to attr<M^t a young nund; noveLi^ 
easayfl, and histories, by a frequent perusal of whicby I 
was both informed and improved. Thus, in the full- en* 
joyment of sweet serenity, glided on many happy months^ 
my time was divided between the habitation of my father ^ 
and his friend. I enjoyed the warm regards of every in- 
dividual of this amiable family, the eldest son excepted, 
nor was he a malignant foe^ he contented hunselbf with 
majung a jest of our devotion, which only served to attach 
Ufi more closely to each other : but^ as the affection of tho 
youngest son grew for me, it ajipeared to diminish for his 
brother. Th^ fact rendered his parents unhappy, and I 
myself was seriously afflicted, lest I should be regarded 
either directly, or indirectly, as the source of their inqui- 
etude. They, however, did not hesitate to impute to their 
eldest son's averuon from religion every thing unpleasant 
between their children, and I had credit for my full share of 
that rectitude and correct conduct, to which their young* 
est son was, by nature, so uniformly inclined. It must, 
however, be confessed, that the first-born was not without 
aoses of irritation ; I was evidently the brother of his 
brother's affection^ I was the object of his parents' regard, 
his eldest sister discovered, on all occasions, a very strong 
partiality for me, and even the youngest, a child of about 
mx years oldj made me the con&lant 43i all her little se- 
Wt»f oflen hung about my nec^, with infantile fondness, 
while her sweet endearments were precious to my heart. 
It was not th^a, I re^at, VGjcy wonderful, if the young 
gentleman^ who felt himself aggrievedj should heeome very 
unhoppys and very much my enemy. While I:w«u9 thus 
oonsiaereid as a child of this family, a young lady, a dis- 
tant relation of Mrs. Little^ was introduced as a visitor; 
she also was a Methodist^ and of great piety. My youns 
frienf and myself, were in the parlor when she entered, 
but soon withdrew, when we both agreed^ she was the 
most ordinary young woman we had ever beheld; she 
was I presume, more than twenty-five yeans qiBj^e, under 
the conunon stature, of a very sallow complexi<Hi, large 
features, and a disagreeable cast in her eyet; yet this same 
young lady had not been more than three weeks under the 
same roof with us, before we both became violenUy in love 
with hqr. Many days however elapsed, before either be- 
came acquainted with the passion or the other; but I could 
never conceal any thing long, esj^eeially from this my see- 
ond self; and on a summer evening, as we pursued our 
UAual walk through a flowery mead, on the margin of a 
beauti^ river> both sadly pensive and sighing, |is if our 
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hearts were breaking, vaj friend monrnfaDy inqnirecl; 
* What, my dear Murray, afflicts you? why are yoo so 
sad?' I am ashamed of myself, I cannot tell von the cause 
of my distress. * Not tell me I would you, cab you conceal 
any thing from me?' I felt the lull force of a question, 
asked in a tone of endearing sympathy. No, my friend, 
you shall be made acquaint^l with ray whole heart; I will 
have no reserres to you; but you, you aiso are unhappy, 
and I am ignorant of the cause ! < Depend on it, I shall 
not hesitate to give you every Ynaric of confidence, when 
you shall set the example.' Well then, my brother, my 
friend, will you not wonder, (and indeed 1 am myself a»- 
tonished) when I assure you, that I hare conceived for 
Miss Dupee the strongest and most tender passion ! He 
started, appeared conrased, and for some moments we 
both continued silenL At length, taking my hand, he 
said: * I pity you, from my soul, nor do 1 bfame your at- 
tachment; for, however unattractive in person, who that 
hears Miss Dupee converse, who that has any knowledge 
of her mind, can avoid loving her, even as yon love her; 
and to prove to you how fully I am quaBfied to svmpathize 
with you, let me frankly own, that I also love tki$ charm- 
ing woman.' This unexpected avowal greatty afflicted 
me: 1 trembled lest so strong a passion for the same ob- 
ject, should eventually prove fatal to our friendship. I 
expressed to this dear, amiable youth my apprehension^ 
when he caught my hand, and with glistening eyes, ex- 
claimed; * Never, my brother, no never shall any thing 
separate between thee and me. By first communicating 

rour sentiments, you have acquired a,prior right, which 
will not, dar^ not invade. No one else shall hear of 
my infant love; I will not allow myself to see her, but 
when seated by your side; and although I love her more 
than any body I ever have, or, as I believe ever shall see, 
I never will be the cause of your un happiness.' This 
generosity was truly affecting. I caught him to my bo 
sum; I wept, I even sobbed as I held him to mv heart, 
and unable to bear his superiority, I exclaimed: No, my 
noble-hearted friend, never will I accept such a sacrifice : 
we are yet to learn for which of us her heavenly Father 
has designed this treasure. Let us both j as occasion may 
occur, indulge ourselves in her society, and should rfae 
event prove that you are the highly favored mortal, I hope, 
and believe, I shall willingly resign her, and content my- 
self with listening to her neavenly accents. And, truth 
to say, she possessed a most enchanting voice; a most 
faaeinating manner, admirably calculated to gain hearts^ 
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Oftpecially young hearts, simple, and softened by reiigion; 
and, what was above all bewitching, she sang the most 
divine of Mr. Wesley's hymns in a most divinely impres- 
sive mannef. While, however, we were mutually ac- 
ceding to this wise plan for the disposal of Miss Dupee, 
it never once entered into our heads, that she very possi- 
bly was not designed for either of us. Perhaps few 
youthful bosoms have ever endured a greater conflict be- 
tween love and friendship : We experienced both in no com- 
mon degree, but -friendship in both our hearts became 
triumphant. The amiable woman continued, for some 
time, decidedly the object of our deliberate election; but I 
had, however, reason to believe my attachment the 
stroncest, for it deprived me of both rest and appetite. 
For the first time 1 began to tag rhymes : I have sat by 
the hour together upon an eminence, whence I could b^ 
hold her habitation, poetizing, and sighing, as if my heart 
would break; I had some reason to believe she had dis- 
covered, and was diverted with my passion; indeed she 
must have laughed at me, if she had not despised me. 
After a long stryggle between my hopes, and my fears, 1 
ventured to address a letter to Miss Dupee, filled with 
the warmest professions of eterual afiection, and conjur- 
ing her, at least to grant me leave to hofie. 1 dared not 
entrust a domestic with this letter, lest it should be dia^ 
^vered by my father, for the dread of meeting a reffi*- 
sal from my mistress was not more terrible to my ima^ i- 
nation, than that my father should obtain knowledge of n ^ 
tenierity. One niffbt, thereibre, returning from the so 
ciety , with fear, andtremblinff , I put my letter into her htiml, 
humbly requestmg she wouldhouoritwithaf^erc/ perusal. 
She took it, and, gypsey as she was absolutely pressed 
my hand, which pressure alniost suffocated me witb 
transport; I parted from her at the door, and from that 
moment neither slejit, nor ate, till I was cured, radicaUy 
cured. It was uuon a Wednesday night, I delivered my 
letter: what did 1 not suffer from the torture of suspense, 
until Friday evening; uothins could 1 hear of, or front 
her; 1 was afraid to go to Mr. Little's, I feared every 
thing, but the thing I had the most reason to fear — the 
contempt and indignation of my own father. It never 
once entered, my thoughts, that she would communicate 
my letter to any one, and least of all that she would ex- 
pose me to my father; but instead of writing me an 
answer, such an answer as my fond, foolish heart, soim^ 
times ventured to expect j she inclosed my very first lov^ 
letter, to the very last person in . the world to whom I 
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flhoukl kare chosen to coaMe it ( I was at this time de- 
bilitated by the want of rest and food, which, for the |>re- 
ceding fortnijght, 1 had rarely taken, and upon this Friday 
evening, as lentered the presence of my fadier, an un- 
UBUiai dread pervaded mv spirits. It is too true, I never a^ 
peared before him, without apprehension; but, upon tlus 
occasion I was unusually agitated : but how were my terrora 
augmented, when my father, with a countenance of the 
most solemn indignation , ordered me to approach. The sea- 
son of Castigalion had gone by; indeed my father was too 
feeble to administer corporeal chastisement; but, like the 
Prince of Denmark, altnough he did not use daggers, he 
oould speak them-*— he could look them. I cann^ now 
remember who, or rather how many, were present; my 
mother, and my brothers and sisters o^ course. My poor 
mother, I am confident, felt keenly for me, althouffh she 
4ared not interfere. ' Come hither, sir,' said my father; 
^ approach, I say^' I drew near, with fear and tremUi&g, 
but yet I knew not why: when, fixing his pierdng, pene- 
trating eyes upon me, widi a look of such sovereign con 
tempt, as ahnost struck me blind, he began very delib- 
erately to search his pockets: after a pause, which seem* 
ed interminable, out came a letter. I -was instantaneous 
ly eoTered writh a most iwofuse perspiration; I trembled 
and became eo faint, that I was dt>liged to catch at a' 
ehair for support. But my father continued slowly open<i% 
ing the killmff letter, ana lookkig alternately at it, and 
its author, and curling his nose, as if his olfactory nerve 
had been annoyed by something extremely offensive, he 
again fixed hiar eyes upon me and tauntingly said: ' So. 
you poor, foolish child, you write love-letters, do you \ 
you want a wife, do you?' and, feigning an attempt to 
read it, but pretending inability, he extended it to me, 
saying: 'Take it, thou lovc'^ick swain, and let us hear 
how thou adch^ssest thy Dulcinea.' I burst into tears, 
but I confess they were tears of wrathful indignation, and 
at that moment I detested the lady, my father, and my 
self. ' Go,' continued my father ' Go, thou idle boy, de- 
part instantly out of my si^ht:' and out of his sight 1 
accordingly went, almost wishing I might never again- 
appear l^fore him. This niffht I parted virith my passion 
for Miss Dupec^; I sighed for an opportunity of opeii« 
hut my heart to my ever faithful firiend, I expected coit- 
solation from him; and I was not disappointed. Suspect- 
ing the business was the subject of conversation in tb# 
house of Mr. Little, I determined to go thither no more: 
with my friend, however, I took my usual walk; he per- 
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ceivpH the sadness of my soul, but it was a consolatioD to 
me to learn, that he was ignorant of the cause : I poured 
my grief into his bosom, and his indignation was un- 
bounded; hatred for Miss Dupee grew in his soul; yet, 
when I knew she had the goodness never to commuui- 
eate my folly to any one, but my father, and this 'u a irp 
^vate letter, I could not but esteem her. So here rested 
the affair, and I wrote no more love-letters, until 1 ad 
dressed the lady whom I married. Though I was not 
by this torturing business exempted from la belle pas- 
sion, yet I was prevented by my fears from its manifes 
tation. In fact it was not until I was in a situation to 
make an election, as I supposed for life, that I was again 
condemned to struggle with a sentiment so imposing, as 
that which had occasioned me so much vexation. Many 
fair faces attracted, and for a time ^eoi my attention, 
and 1 sometimes looked forward to the brightest, purest 
gcenes of domestic felicity, which were however as vision* 
ary, as could liave been conceived, in the pericranium of 
the most confirmed lunatic. 

The religious melancholy, so pleasing to my father 
again took possession of my mind; once more at early 
dawn I haunted the church-yard, frequently repeating to 
myself, 



* The man how blest, who, sick of gaddr i 
Is led by choice tp tak£ bifl favorite walk 
Beneatn death's gloomy, silent cvpress shades, 
To read his monuraeuts, to weign his dust, 
Visit his Faults, and dwell among the tombs/ 

The intervening hours of public worship, on Sunday, 
were passed bv me at church, in appropriate meditation 
and prayer: the solemn stillness of the pluce aided ray 
aspirations, and rendered me abundantly more gloomy j 
but the versatility of my disposition still gave me to 
emerge, and I was then proportionably vivacious. In this 
zigzag manner I proceeded, gaining something every day, 
while I enjoyed a fine state of health, and the happiness 
of being nuich beloved by a large circle of respectable 
connexions. I still continued to cultivate nw garden; it 
was the best in the place, and being seen and admired by 
many, neiy pious brethreA were apprehensive it would be* 
come my idol; but we all have our idols, Mr, Wesley 
was the idol of the many. One evening at a love*feast. 
when the whole society were assembled, a pious sister, 
while narrating her experiences, looked earnestly at Mr, 
Wesley, vehemently exelaimed: * 01 sir, I cot)4der my 

• 4 
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Mlf as much indebted to God for you, as for Jesus Christ . 
The whole company were greatly surprised, and, as I 
believe, expected Mr. Wesley would have reproveil her 
for this speech; but it passed, without any then expressed 
observation. The ensuing day it became the subject of 
animadversion, when I undertook to defend her, by re- 
marking, that as she never could have had any advantage 
from Jesus Christ, if she had never heard of, and believed 
in him; she certainly was as much indebted to AlmighQr 
God for sending Mr. Wesley, through whom she obtain- 
ed this redeeming knowledge, as for the Saviour, in whom 
she believed ! * 

My close connexion with my youn^ friend, although 
very pleasant to my social propensities, subjected me, 
nevertheless, to some pain, lie was indulged with more 
pocket mone^, than I could command; and although he 
considered his stipend never so well employed, as when 
it contributed to my convenience, yet, aisliking depend- 
ence, I had recourse to methods of obtaining money, 
which did not always please me; I sometimes borrowed, 
and sometimes solicited giib from mv mother, which I 
did not find it easy to repay. It would have been well if 
neither my companion^ nor myself, had been in the habit 
of spending money; we derived there-firom no advantage; 
it introduced us into company, where we were apt to 
forget ourselves; it b true we were never inebriatea, but 
we were often gay, and, for religious characters, too much 
off our guard. Tikis dear youth was not, like me, habitu- 
ated to religion, he was not early disciplined by its most 
rigid laws; I could with abundantly more facility turn 
aside with him, than he could pursue with me the nar- 
row path, in which I had generally walked. We became 
gradually too fond of pleasures, which would not bear 
examination; yet thev were such as the world denomina- 
ted innoeerU, although they strongly impelled us to grati- 
fications disallowed by religion. We were now fast ad- 
vancing in life, and, with all the enthusiasm of youth, we 
wer^ planning schemes for futurity, when lo ! my pre- 
cious, my early friend, was seized by a malignant fever, 
which soon deprived him of his reason. I was on the 
verge of distraction, I entreated penninsion to tarry con- 
stantljT by his bedside; the progress of the disease was as- 
tonishingly rapid, and in a few days this dear, this amiable 
youth, whom I loved as my own soul, expired in a strong 
delirium ! Every one regretted the departure of this young 
man, every one S3rmpathized with his parents, and many 
ttqmded pity to me. I wfta indeed beyond expression 
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wretched; it was the first calamity of the kind, which I 
had ev^ been called to suffer, and my agonies were in 
full proportion to the strong affection, which I had con* 
ceived for the deceased. Society no longer possessed at 
charm for me, and yet the parents of the dear departed 
never willingly permitted me to quit their presence; in- 
deed, the love they had borne their son, seemed to be en- 
tirely transferred to me; but their sufferings were incal- 
culably augmented, when, in a few succeeding weeks, 
their eldest and only surviving sou, fell a victim to the 
tame fatal malady, which had deprived them of his broth- 
er ! Never before did I witness such sad and heart-af- 
fecting sorrow: a gloomy religion is always increased by 
scenes of melancholy, hence the horrors of my mind were 
beyoad description. £very thing I had done, every word 
I had uttered, not strictly conformable to the rule of right, 
returned upon my mind^vith redoubled terror, and in the 
midst of these agonizing fears, I was violently seized by 
the same fever, which had destroyed my friend. I was, 
upon the first appearance of this mortal disease, exceed- 
ingly alarmed, but in a few hours it prostrated my reason; 
my mother appeared to me as a stranger, and although 
I recognised my father, I was not afraid of him. I un- 
derstood every thing which was said by those about me, 
and I suffered much in consequence of their expressed 
apprehensions and predictions: and I have often thought, 
that attendants in the chamber of sickness do not sufficient- 
ly consider the situation of the suffering patient, or the 
possibility, that the freedom of their remarks may aug- 
ment his depression. I continued to linser, in the midst 
of extreme torture, through many weeks; and so high 
and unremitted was my delirium, that my parents, from 
a persuasion that, should I be restored to health, my rea- 
son was forever lost, were reconciled to my departure. 
One particular I consider as astonishing; «very thing, 
which passed in my mind through Che whc4e of this pro- 
tracted delirium, I can to this day recollect as well as any 
event which has taken place in any part of ni^ life. Con- 
trary to the expectations of surrounding fnends, I was 
gradually restored to perfect health, when I became still 
more endeared to the parents of my deceased companion; 
th«y would have laid me in their bosoms, gladly cherisb- 
iBg 4ue as the son of their affection. The old gentleman 
visited my father every day, and his lady was equally 
Intimate with my mother. I wept with them, I prayed 
with them, and every day our mutual ^attachment ae- 
q^red aew energy. They expressed their wishes to my 
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fiitber, that I should become a permanent resident in their 
family. My father apparently terrified, was unqualified 
ki his rejection ! It would injure me by too high-raised ex- 
pectations^ it would give me indulgences fatal to my future 
peace and happiness. For myself, I had recently enter- 
tained an exalted opinion of my father; and for his re- 
peated, and, as I once believed, severe chastisements, 
gratitude glowed in my bosom; consequently I was not 
inclined to act contrary to his wishes in any respect, and 
he had sufficient address to avoid offending his friends. 
In fact, so exalted was their opinion of his wisdom, and 
piety, that they would have considered it criminal to cen- 
sure him. 

I was now the very shadow of my father: I visited, it is 
true; but it was always under his guardian care. He be- 
gan to derive pleasure from conversing with me, and 
our satisfaction was mutual : still, however, I experienc- 
ed, in his presence, more of reverential awe, than filial 
tenderness; yet I gained mc»'e from his society in the 
last six months of his existence, than I had fbr many pre- 
ceding years. His gradual decline, at length, rapidly ad- 
vanced; suddenly he became too much enfeebled to go 
abroad; his friends, who were numerous, visited him 
frequently. Mr. Little, and lady, were almost constantly 
with him : they congratulated him, that God had heard 
his prayers, and given him a son to supply his place, 
when he should be called home; this, indeed, he consid- 
ered as a great consolation. Often with tears of pleas- 
ure has he wept over me, solemnly consecrating nie by 
fervent prayer and devout supplication. His devotional 
exercises, in his family, were continued until the last 
week of his existence; even when his voice was so low, 
that he could scarce articulate a word, we were drawn 
around him, when in whispers, as it were, he would in the 
most moving manner, address the throne of grace in 
our behalf; and for me, as his first-bom son, his orisong 
were still more frequently offered up, and always with 
tears. For many years my father bad lost his apprehen- 
sions of death; but he always suffered more or less in the 
dread of dying. The taking down the house of his 
earthly tabernacle, — the agonies of dissolving nature, — 
these anticipations frequently appalled his soul. We 
had got into passion week; my father was taken from his 
bed every day, until Good Friday, when it was impress- 
ed upon his mind, that he should be with his Redeem- 
er upon Easter Sunday, He indirectly cormnunicated 
this assoranee to my mother; commanding me to be yi 
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BfeecU&tely suramoned to his presence, when he thus ad * 
dressed me: * My son, the object of my souls' affection^ 
for whom, during many years, I have wept and prayed, 
you see your weeping, praying father, now totally unable 
to utter a prayer, nor shall I ever pray in this dear family 
again. Let me, my dear, before I leave you, have the fe- 
licity of seeing, and hearing you take upon you the char- 
acter you will very speedilvbe called to sustain; let me hear 
you pray in the family, be»)re I depart. ' There was some- 
thing terrible in the thought of his departure, though we 
had for many years been taught to expect it, not only by 
his declining health, but by his conversation, which had 
rendered us familiar with death. 1 cannot remember a 
day, on which he did not, on his first appearance in his 
fomiiy of a morning, say, ' Blessed be God, we are one day 
nearer our eternal rest:' yet the thought of assuming his 
place in his family, in his presence; this was more terrible 
to me than death itself, i became convulsed; a cold per- 
spiration was difiiised over my frame; my father saw my 
agony, and bidding me sit down, took my hand, and ad- 
dressing me in the language of sympathy, most affection- 
ately, most tenderly said; ' You have, my poor boy, oiteu 
addressed your heavenly Father, and have not felt abash- 
ed: ought you to venerate your feeble, earthly father, more 
than the God who made you ? At the throne of grace I am 
apon a level with my son, and I need redeeming mercy as 
much as yourself. Let me, my dear child, be blessed with 
the privilege of seeing, and hearing you, in your new, and 
highly responsible character, this night.' I was dumb, I 
-M>uld not speak: my mother was requested to summon 
the family. * Come,* said my father, * come near me my 
children. God is about to remove from you your father, 
your supplicating father; but my God, your God, will 
never leave you, nor forsake you. He will give you, in 
your brother, a friend, a guide, a father; you must con • 
sider him, when I am gone, as in my stead; you will unite 
with him in prayer, you will follow his direction, and God 
will abundantly bless you together. My prayers on his 
behalf are graciously answered; they will, my beloved 
children, be answered on your behalf also: for He, who 
hath promised, is faithful, your father hath proved Him 
faithful. Our God is indeed worthy to be trusted. His 
service is perfect freedom; serve the Lord, my children, 
and be happy; obey your dear mother, strengthen the 
hands of your brother, and felicity will be your portion.' 
He wouici have proceeded, but weakness prevented: r»* 
eovering himseli, he called upon me to make gooa Im 
4* 
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expectations; I kneeled down by his bedside in convul- 
sive agony, my mother kneeii>iig upon the opposite side' 
my brothers and sisters forming a circle which surroun^ 
ed it, while the domestics kneeled near us. I prayed, 1 
wept, I audibly sobbed: while my, only not divine, father, 
was inexstacy. When I had finished, ' Now, O Lord,' 
he exclaimed, * let thy servant depart in peace, for mine 
eyes have seen, for my ears have heard, for my heart has 
f-elt thy salvation. Gome near me, my darling boy.' 
Instantly I ran, and again I kneeled by his bedside; he 
drew my head to his bosom, he wept over me, but his tears 
were tears of transport, when, laying his dying hand upon 
my head, he thus fervently supplicated: * O thou. Almighty 
God, who hath thus blessed, greatly blessed thy poor ser- 
vant : Thou who hast been my God, and my guide, even 
unto death, bless, oh ! bless this son, with whom thou hast 
blessed thy feeble supplicant: Give him thy supporting 
presence through life, direct him in the way he should 
go, and never leave him, nor forsake him: Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, thou covenant-keeping God, bless, bless, 
O ! bless this lad — ' Here his heart swelled too big for ut- 
terance; afber a few moments, recovering himself a Lit 
tie he mildly requested me to place him properly in his 
bed. I was beyond measure shocked to see what a skele- 
ton he had become, his bones in many places through his 
skin. It was my wish to tarry with him through the 
itigtit, but I could not obtain permission. ' Go^ my de^ir 
sbn,' said he, *go to rest, and the God of your fathers be 
ever with you.,' This was the last time I ever heard his 
voice; before the morning dawned, I was summoned to 
attend not a dying, but a deceased p'arent, whose value, 
until that agonizing moment, I had never sufficiently ap- 
pireciated. My mother continued by his bedside, over- 
whelmed by sorrow; the slumbers of my father were 
•sweet, calm, and unbroken, until near midnight, when she 
perceived he was awake, and believing him to be speak 
ihg, she inclined her ^ar to his lips, and heard him say 
while his heart, his full heart, seemed nearly burstins* 
* The souls of believers are at their death made jjerfectly 
holy, and do immediately pass into glory; but their bodies, 
being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection.' After a pause, he resumed: 'At the res- 
urrection^ they shall be openly acknowledged, and ac- 
quitted *n the day of judgment, and niade perfectly bless- 
^d hi the fVill enjoyment of God through eternity : Bless- 
ed, perfectly bless — ' Blessed, he would have said, but 
h^^bi^eatlied^o more. When I approached the bed ef < 
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deaths I beb^ the r^nains of the departed wnt, 
ciflely in die position in which a few hours before I ^ad 
^placed him. Not a single struggle had the dear appre- 
hensive fnati, during those expiring moments, which, 
through his whole lite, he had expected would be produce 
tive of i^ch extreme torture. He slept in Jesus, in full 
confidence of a gloriouE resurrection. 

From this hour, untM the interment, our house was 
thronged; but of all our numerous friends, who by their 
I»^esence expressed their sympathy, no individuaU ap- 
peared more deeply affected than my future patrons, Mr. 
and Mrs. Little. My father was very dear to Mr. little; 
he mingled his tears with the widow, and her orphans. 
It was unnecessary to tell me I had sustained an irrepara« 
ble loss: my heart, my pierced heart, was every moment 
making the avowal ; I could now fully appreciate my father's 
worth; I felt I was bereaved, miserably bereaved; left to 
myself, and I knew myself well enough to justify the 
most spirit-wounding apprehensions. 1 retired to my 
chamber, lo my closet, secretly indulging my overwhelm- 
ing sorrow, and if I ever experienced the fervor of de- 
votion, it was then, when, throwing abroad my supplica- 
ting hands I petitioned the God of my father to be my God 
also, entreating that he would graciously vouchsafe to 
preserve me frcmi nhyself, my su^fid self: all the hard^ 
undutiful reflections, which I had secretly tolerat^ 
against this good, this honored man, while he was en- 
during exquisite sufferings for the purpose x>f preserving 
me from evilj rushed upon my recollection, and an innate 
m&ndtor seemed to say : * You may now, ungrateful boy, 
go where you please; the prying eye of a father will .no 
more inspect your conduct.' " It was now, in these mo- 
ments of torture, that my father, as it should seem> first 
became known to me. ft is true, he was severely good, 
his coliscience was indeed sorely tender; but, as far as he 
knew, he performed the will of God, at least in as great 
a measure as he was able, and when he believed himself 
deficient, as he almost always did, it gave him sreat pain 
The uniform sanctity of his life commanded the respect, 
the esteem, the affection, and even the veneration of aU 
who knew him. He possessed an uncommon shu^ of 
natural abilities, and his acquirements were very re- 
spectable. He hadr^d much; History, Natural Philos- 
ophy, Poetry, these wCre all familiar to him; but th« 
sacred Scriptures, and books of devotion, were his do* 
light. Human piiodbictions constituted his amusementi 
bm tho wsid of God was hlafo^d. He was so aeut« ^ 
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reasoner, that it was difficult to gain any advantage over 
him in argument; yet he was easily provoked, but imme* 
diately sensible of error; every deviation from proprietr 
was marked by tears. He had so much $elf-eommana^ 
as never to strike a child in a passion; this he denominat* 
ed a 'limoniac sacrifice; he would ^r«f correct the angry 
man. but however painful the act, he never omitted 
what he conceived it his duty to bestow. He was a very 
tend4<*-hearted man, and his prayers were rarely unac- 
companied bv tears. He mourned with the mourner, 
for he was himself a man of sorrow. Being for the 
last nineteen years of his life a confirmed invalid, he way 
constantly and fervently looking towards his heavenly 
home-— sometimes with impatience, when, correcting him- 
self, he would say, ' Well, well, heaven is worth waiting 
for: one hour, passed in the courts of my God, will be a 
rich remuneration for all terrestrial sufierings.' 

It is the custom in Ireland, when any person of dis- 
tinction or respectability is called out of time, to watch 
around their remains, night as well as day, until the body 
be entombed. The remains of my father were affection- 
ately attended, but they were attended in an uncommon 
manner; as he differed from others in life, so these last 
honors differed from those usually l)estowed. The 
morning immediately succeeding his demise, our friends 
and neighbors assembled in our dwelling, when Mr. Lit- 
tle thus addressed them: 'My friends, it has pleased God 
to take unto himself the soul of our beloved brother: as 
he lived, so he died, a pattern of excellence; we know, 
vrefeel, that he has not lefl his equal. We unite with 
this dear family in sensibly lamenting the departure of 
our experienced friend, our guide, our comforter.' Here 
he mingled his tears with those of our attendant friend. 
After a long pause, he proceeded: 'Fellow mourners, liie 
greatest respect we can pay to the remains of our inesti- 
mable, our heavenly ^ide, is to pass our time together in 
this house of mourning, not only for him, but for our^ 
selves, in the way which would be most pleasing to him, 
were he present; we will therefore appropriate our hours 
to reading, and to prayer. One of our brethren will ad- 
dress the throne of grace, af^r which I will read a ser 
moBy the production of Mr. Erskine, whose writings the 
dear departed was remarkably food.' The prayer, the 
sermon, the concluding prayer, deeply affected everyone; 
and the evening witnessed a renewal of these pious ex- 
ercises. Thus were our nights and days devoted, until 
the interment. On that day the throng was prodigious. 
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Tiie worthy the good actions of my father, were the 
theme of many a toi^ue ; his praises were echoed, and 
re-echoed) while tears of sorrow moistened many an eye* 
£very one bore in his, or her hand, to the grave-yard, a 
sprig of bays, which, after the body was deposited, was 
thrown over the coffin w But no words can describe my 
agonizing^ my terrific sensations, when I reflected upon 
the charge which had devolveil upon me. I remember^ 
ed my father's wordsj on the evening preceding his exit, 
and I felt myself reduced to the necessity of tuauming his 
place in the family; but how much was I to suffer by 
comparison with ium, whose place I was -appointed to 
fill: yet, had I wished to avoid entering upon my office, 
my mother, the friends of my father, would have borne 
testimony against me. They thronged around me, they 
entreated me immediately to take charge of the family, 
and to commence my arduous task by devout supplica- 
tions to Almighty God I complied with their united 
wishes; but no tongue can utter j no language can delin- 
eate the strong emotions of my soul; again I wasconvuls- 
ed, again I agonized; the whole family were inexpressi- 
bly anected. It was the most melancholy evening I hud 
ever experienced; but my benighted spirit was sudden- 
ly refreshed, by a ray of consolation, emitted by the 
cheering hope, that my father's God would be my God, 
and that the ^rVent prayers he had offered up, in my 
behalf, would be answered in my favor. I was encourag- 
ed too by my mt>ther, and by the friends of m^ father, who 
besought the Lord in my behalf and were daily reminding 
me of the interest, which my deceased parent^ unquestion- 
ably had with the prayer-hearing God. 

Yet, although soothed, and greatly stimulated, my new 
employment continued to distress and appal my spirit. 
The conviction of every day assured me, that I was un- 
equal to the arduous task I had undertaken. My mother 
was iny ever-ready aid and counsellor; but my brothers 
and sisters always remembered, that I was ne^ their fa^ 
ther; and they were highly displeased, whenever I pre- 
sumed to exercise over them paternal authority; yet this 
I believed to be my duty, and, that I might be in every 
thing like my father, I took up the rod of correction, se- 
riously chastising my brother, for the purpose of restor- 
ing him to the narrow path, from which he had wander 
ed. But, although I had learned of my father to use the 
rod, I never couLi make it answer the same purpose; in 
my hand, it only served to increase the evU, it became the 
signal of revolt; and, while my brother continued incor* 



46 htwA or BBv* JOHir xvrk^t. 

riffible^ my other brothers, and my sisters^ enUsted on his 
side. My mother, dear honored sufferer, was ejL- 
ceedingly distressed; she had in fact a difficult part to 
act; siie was fearful, whichever side she misht espouse, 
would, by creating new irritation, make bad wor§ey and 
yet) upon an occasion so interesting, we would not allow 
h^r to be silent; she must positively attend to our appeals. 
But however arduous her task, she possessed discretion 
sufficient to meet it, and to produce an ultimatum com- 
pletely satisfactory to all parties. 

She replied to our remonstrances, by a request to be al- 
lowed until the evening, succeeding our complaints, for 
serious deliberation. The interesting evening came, 
' Come my children, all equally dear to my soul : come, 
the doors are now shut; this is the time of evening ser- 
vice. There is the chair, which your pious, your affec- 
tionate father, once filled. Can you remember the last 
time he addressed you from that seat. Let me, my dear 
children, let me repeat, as well as my memory will per- 
mit, what he said to us the last time he adcbressed us from 
tliat chair. * Come,' said he, ' come near me, my child- 
ren,' when, folding his arms around your elder brother, 
and pressing him to his bosom, while shedding over him 
abundance of tears, and pouring out his soul in supplica- 
tion for him, he most affectingly said: ' I am, my dear 
child, hastening to that heaven, mr which I have so long 
waited. For you, ever since you were born, I have wept 
and prayed; graciously hath my God inclined his ear to 
the voice of my supplication. He hath blessed me, by 
ffiving me to see you, before I die, prepared, by divine 
favor, to take my place; I leave you, my dear son, to act 
a father's part, when I shall be here no more; let your 
mother, your brothers, and your sisters, receive from you 
that attention, and care, they can no more obtain from 
me; but, although I shall be no more with you, your God, 
your father's God, will never leave nor forsake you. Nay, 
mi^ own beatified spirit may obtain increasing felicity, by 
being sometimes permitted to behold the order and har- 
mony of my beloved family, while collected before the 
throne of grace, with the love of pod and love of each 
other glowing with divine exstasy in every bosom.' It 
was then, my precious children, that your devout fatii«r 
clasped you separately to his bosom; you remember how 
he then spake to you : ' I go, my beloved children : you 
will no more hear my voice from this chair; I shall no 
more be able to jjray with you, to advise, or to direc 
you. But, my children, I leave with yow a brother, wh 
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will perform to you toe part of a fathe^; I leare him in 
my place; it is my command, that he tread in my steps, 
as far as I have proceeded in the path of justice; «nd, my 
dear children, I conjure you to attend to his directions. 
The eldest son was, of old, the priest in the family of his 
father; and if you love me, if you love your mother, if 
you would prove your love to God, or even to yourselves 
contribute all in your power to strengthen the hands of 
your lu>otber.' You remember he then embraced each of 
you, and wept over you; and I pray you to remember, 
that you then solenmly promised, to perform all which 
your dying father directed you to perform. Perhaps the 
saint may be at this moment beholding us, in this very 
spot, in which a few days previous to his departure out 

of time, he so affectingly, so tenderly admonished us 

My mother paused, as if influenced by sacred awe of the 
presence she had supposed. We audibly wept; we rush- 
ed into each other's arms, we embraced each other, and 
so long as we continued together, our affection, our piety, 
and our devotion were uninterrupted. 



CHAPTER II, 



Ruord cotMvMtd, uniitt the Avihor'i Deparlurt/rom HreUmJL 

Laonch'd from the shore, on life's roogh ocean tost, 
« To my swollen eye my star of guidance lost; 

Tom, from my grasp, my path-directing helm, 
While waves, succeeding waves, my prospects whelm. 

JBt the malpractices of the second husband of my ma- 
ternal grandmother, a large share of my mothers patri- 
mony passed into other hands. I accidentallv obtained 
intelligence of some fraudulent proceedings or the great 
personage, by whom, it was then holden. We did Dot 
possess abiliQr to support a pros«3Cution for the recovery 
of our rights. Some time after the demise of my father, 
the person, who resided upon the estate, was su^l for 
rent; to this person I communicated in confidence, what 
I knew to be fact. I assured him, the great man who 
retained the estate had no legal claim to it; and I advised 
him not to pay the rent. He followed my advice, and the 
bnaJiiew came before a court of judicature. The gentle 
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Tnan, who sued the tenant, summoned me, as a witneM, 
to prove that the tenant had oceupied the house the speci 
fied number of years; thus 1 was unexpectedly present at 
the trial, and the interference of Provideiwe produced a 
result, far beyond our most sanguine expectations. The 
tenant denied 'the right of the landlord to demand the 
rent, alleging, that if he paid it to him, he might here- 
after be compelled to pay it to another. 'To whom?' 
interrogated the court. • To Mrs. Murray and her child- 
ren, to whom the estate in question property belongs. 
I was called upon for an explanation, and I boldly pledg 
ed myself to prove the truth of the testimony delivered by 
the tenant; adding that I could make such a statement, 
as would render the affiiir abundantly clear to their hon- 
ors. I, was immediately silenced, by the lawyers upon 
the opposite side, who produced a deed of the contested 
property, signed,, sealed, and delivered; I then requested 
the indulgence of the honorable court, while I observed, 
that, as I was not sufficiently opulent to procure council, 
I presumed to solicit permission to pleaa my own cause. 
Full consent was unhesitatingly granted; when I proved 
to the satisfaction of the court, and jury, that this deed 
was signed, after the death of the husband of my grand- 
mother; and firt-ther, that, had the man been living, the 
right of the disposal was not vested in him. I consumed 
a full hour and a half, in unfolding a scene of wickedness, 
not to be defended; and I closed, by grateful acknowl 
edgements to' their honors, for the patience they had ex 
crcised. The jury retired, and speedily rotarned with a 
verdict in favor of the tenant. I immediately entered my 
claim, and a trial commenced, ^vh^th trrminated in 
my favor; and I not only obtained the house in question, 
but two others, in like circumstances, to the no small sat- 
isfaction of the public, and the mortification of the great 
man and his lawyers. We immediately ww possession 
of the house; and our utmost gratitude to i^»t God, who 
had interposed for us, was most powerfully excited. 
Here I had a very large, and, in no long time, a very 
well improved garden; abounding with every thing useful, 
and beautiful; herbs, fruits, and flowers, in great abund- 
ance; and my situation was fblly adequate to my wishes. 
Harmony presided in our family; but, alas! gradually, 
as by common consent; y^ grew more careless of our 
domestic duties, and more' attentive to public affairs; de- 
riving a kind of amusement from what was passing abroad, 
which we could not obtain at h|^e. We had many vis- 
itors, and consequently we frequently visited; yet no in 
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diyiduals were bo dear to ui, as were Mr. Little, and bis 
amiable family. I have repeatedly observed, that both 
Mr. Little and his lady, had, from the death of their sons, 
reg^arded me even with parental affection; I was only not 
D an inmate in their dwelling; and but for the charge, 
^ which the demise of my father had devolved upon me, 
they would not so long have delayed proposals, which 
in a most serious manner, they ultimately made to my 
mother. Mr. Little T^as rather advanced in years; he 
commenced his career without property, but he was 
prudent and industrious; his lady was equally so: she 
brought her husband no more than one hundred pounds 
sterling, but she was a portion in herself. Although nn- 
conmionly economical, and careful, her charities were 
yet very extensive; she could assist, she observed, the 
children of penury, without loss; for her resource was 
her own augmented industry. When thb amiable couple 
became known to us, they possessed immense wealth; 
and they had now but two surviving children— daughters. 
We were passing a pleasant evening in their hospitable 
dwelling, throwing the eye of retrospection over past 
bcenes, until our hearts were greatly softened. The de- 
parted sons, the deceased husband, and father, passed in 
review; and were alternately the subjects of conversa- 
tion and regret. At length, Mr. Little thus addressed us 
' I have lost my sons, and I have long viewed you, my 
young friend, in the stead of my buried children: it is 
true, I have many nephews, and I am urgently solicited 
to receive one of them under my roof; but I do not feel 
a freedom so to do, although I must absolutely have some 
one to assist me in the arrangement of my affairs : and I 
now tender to you, my dear young man, to you, who 
have so long been beloved by every individual of my fami- 
ly; I offer to you, the place of a son in my house, in my 
heart. And if you, madam, will consent, and your son, ^ 
thus sanctioned, will accept my proposal, he shall imme- 
diately take possession of the apartment of his deceased 
friend (my lamented son,) and I shall bless, God for thus 
making up my loss. Mrs. Little, who sat by bathed in 
tears, most cordially united her solicitations: the offer 
was too great to be rejected, we accepted it with becom- 
ing gratitude, and, what rendered a proposal so liberal 
abundantly more pleasing, was an appearance, on the 
part of our benefactors, of having received instead of 
eonferred an obligation. I attended my mother home, ' 
with mingled sensations of pain and pleasure; pain, from 
the consideration, that I was leaving a family, which 1 
o 
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had been aecustomed to view as, in a very tender seuM, 
my oym; and with which I should never perhaps in like 
manner again associate: pleasure, from the reflection, 
that I was entering upon a new scene of life, from which 
1 had a prospect, not only of independence, but affluence. 
: It is true, upon my departure, which took place upon the 
succeeding morning, I wept bitterly, so dia my widowed 
mother, and her children; and my tears again flowed, up- 
on entering the apartments of my dear young friendi 
with whom I had passed so many pleasing hours. But 
1 was received by my new parents, and sisters, as the 
dearest of sons, and as the brother of their *\fiection. Joy 
soon exhilarated my spirits, and brightened upon my 
countenance: I had the warm congratulations of all my 
. friends, for it was noised abroad, that this very opulent 
gentleman had adopted me as his son, and they went so 
far as to add, his son and heir. All this was very pleas- 
ing to me, but the kindred of Mr. Little were of course 
highly irritated, and I became so much the object of their 
envy and their hatred, that, whenever they visited their un- 
cle, without deigning to speak to me, they studiously sought 
opportunities of insulting me. This gave me pain, but it 
did me no real injury; for, upon ever^ instance of invidious 
conduct toward me, my parental fnends, and their fami- 
ly, especially their daughters, studiously augmented their 
testimonies of esteem and aflection. 

Afler I had passed some months with Mr. Little, he 
was visited by a young preacher, just entering the sacer- 
dotal character, to whom I was much attached, and our 
friendship was mutual; I was prevailed upon by this 
preacher, to accompany him upon a little journey; I de- 
parted with the sanction of my patron. I had, in the 
societies with which I had been connected, occasionally 
exhorted; and I had been frequently urged by several of 
their preachers to aid them in their labors. Upon this 
journey I was, if I may so express myself, absolutely 
ensnared; accompanying my friend to the assembled con- 
gregation, with an expectation of hearing him, he put his 
arm under mine, and nelpins me to ascend the temporary 
pulpit, erected for the occasion, he suddenly quitted me, 
and I was in a manner constrained to speak to the multi- 
tude. Thus, for the first time, I preached to a large con- 
course of serious and attentive hearers, in public; and, 
although at the appointed time I returned to my much- 
loved home, I continued, as opportunit^r oflered, from 
that time forward, preaching whenever I journeyed, and 
even at home, when necessitated by the absence of the 
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preacher. This made some noise in our little world; but, 
as it was not displeasing to my honored friends, I was not 
dissatisfied. My inveterate enemies, however, being the 
nearest relations of the family in which I resided, were 
constantly endeavoring to undermine my interest in the 
heart of their kinsman. I was to pass some time in a 
neighboring city, and to render my visit more pleasing, 
my patron, at my departure, furnished me with a sum of 
money; this sum I carelessly put into my pocket, without 
examination, until calling in my way, upon my mother, I 
discovered, that my patron had, as I supposed, made a 
capital mistake; that he had given me gold, instead of 
nlver, I mentioned this circumstance to my mother, in 
presence of one of her neighbors; and without announc- 
mg my desi^, I immediately returned home, for the pur- 
pose of rectifying the error. Upon my unexpected ap- 
pearance before Mr. Little, with information of his mis- 
take, he smiled, and said, that he never kept his gold and 
silver together. * It was my design,' said he, * to give you 
gold, but I advise you not to throw it away.' I pursued 
my journey, and passed my time agreeably; but whether 
I threw away the bouncy of my benefactor, I do not, at 
this period, recollect: I only know that I brought not a 
shilhng home with me: in factj I was never suiliciently 
sensible of the value of money, to retain it in my posses- 
sion. I was received, on my return from this visit, >vith 
uncommon pleasure; and some time after, my kind patron, 
taking me into his private apartment, thus addressed me: 
* I need not, my dear, inform you, that you have many 
enemies, and 1 regret to say, that those enemies are 
among my nearest relatives; but, continuing in the paths 
of rectitude, you will be beyond the reach of their most 
malignant calumnies. Soon after you left home the other 
day, the clergyman, who has recently become the hus- 
band of my neice, called upon me, requesting a private 
audience; and when retired into this room, he observed, 
that he conceived himself in duty bound to apprize me, 
that I was not sufficiently acquainted with the character 
of the person I had adopted; that he was not honest; that 
he had obtained money from me, to which he had no 
riffht. ' You gave him, sir, as you believed, some pieces 
of silver, but upon examination they proved to be gumeas; 
this fact I can prove; and if he could thus act, what may 
he not do?' I told this officious gentleman, that I had 
really intended to give you gold; but that you, conceiving 
I had made a mistake, forbore to appropriate the money, 
and speedily returned home, for the purpose of makini; 



the oommanieatiOB. Our dergyman departed, abdyoa 
will easily conceive, not a little humUed. I mention this 
circumstance to you, my son, to put you upon your guard. 
It is my wish, that, in future you should not be so com- 
municative.' This little anecdote was exultingly repeat- 
ed to me by the good lady, and her daughters, who never 
failed triumphantly to report every little occurrence^ which 
they believed would contribute either to my plei^ure or 
my reputation. 

My establishment in this family rendered me an object 
of envy, even among some of my religious connexionfu 
Objections were raised against my supposed erroneous 
sentiments; I was more than suspected of retaining my 
father's Oalvinistic doctrines. Mr. Wesley received in- 
formation against nae. He set a watch over me; thus 
fixing upon me the evil eye of suspicion.* A maiden 
sister, considerably advanccsd in years, became a depend- 
ent resident in the family of her brother. Her character 
was marked by duplicity, and she delighted in miscfai^ 
The tales she propagated were as various, as the parties 
which listened to her narrations; and all her conununica« 
tions.were made under the strict seal of secrecy. Young 
and unsuspecting, 1 found it difficult to encounter enemies 
of such opposite descriptions. I had some friends, of 
whose affection I doubted no^ with these friends I passed 
much time, and I communicated to them every thing, and 
they, in their turn, communicated every thing to me; 
while many circumstances, thus confided, were, to my 
great astonishment, in circulation ! My situatioui became 
uneasy to me : I was fond of being in company abroad; 
this was very disagreeable to my friends at home: they 
expected in me a friend and companion, who would, by 
raiding and conversation, give to their fireside new 
charms; and both parents, and daughters, were mortified 
and disappointed. Mr. Little eimressed his 'disapproba-^ 
tion of my frequent absences, i was hurt, Mrs. Little 
shed tears, and entreated me to change my conduct. 
^ You have,' said she, ^ in this wide world no such friends 

* It mast ever be the caucte of grief and tnortification to the really 
liberal christian, to find in the conduct of professors that want of 
charity which characterized, in this case, that of Mr. Wesley. 
'rh9ugh himself in a situation by no means enviable; looked upon by 
many as an enemy of the truth, he nevertheless adopted those mea- 
sures which were calculated to prevent inquiry, and destroy that lib- 
erty of conscience for which he himself contended. Well would it 
have been for the world, and especially for the cause of Christ, b^d 
this been the last instance of the kind. En. - 
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MM vre are disposed to prove ourselves; you will be abun- 
daatly more happy at home, than you can be abroad 
You should supply to us the place of our deceased child* 
ren : we expect consolation from your society. You are 
greatly beloved in this house; your enemies are not under 
Ihis roof. For God's sake, if you have any regard for us, 
if you have any regard for any of your friends, if you 
would secure your own happiness, or the happiness of 
our mother, do not thus eoncluct.^ Thus, with niany en- 
treaties, did this dear, affectionate lady, endeavor to ar- 
rest my wanderings; and, while attending to her friendly 
lectures, my best resolutions were in full force, and I de- 
termined never to offend again. But going out to meet- 
ing, one and another of my religious connexions would 
take me by the arm; I could not avoid engagements; and 
when I returned home, every individual of the family. 
Miss Little excepted, had frequently retired to rest. Tmfl 
ffood girl waited td apprize me of her father's displeasure. 
Much did she expostulate; and her expostulations were 
not always unmingled with tears. My mother was rend- 
ered extremely wretched: I saw the gathering storm, but 
I had not sufficient fortitude to abide its ravages. My 
enemies derived consolation from my indiscretion, and 
my infelicities daily augmented. Whenever I was cen- 
sured, 1 was rendered more abundantly unhappy; and 1 
formed a serious resolution to quit both the famdy of Mr. 
Little, and the country, and to seek an asylum in my na- 
tive place — England. For many days I continued obdu- 
rate, no remonstrances could influence me; I must abso- 
lutely commence a traveller — I must go to England. I 
had uo object, yet I must depart for England — ^I could not 
»teil why, indeed. It was beUeved, I was distracted. 
What, relinquish fortune, and such connexions, and such 
a prospect?— for it was generally believed, that I was to 
be united in marriage to Miss Little. Nay, her father 
was informed, by his kindred, that I was al^olutely clan 
destinely seeking to gain the affections of the young lady; 
and that they believ^ I was already in possession of her 
heart. But Mr. Little gave no credit to this report; he 
knew, that my evenings were passed abroad, and that 
this was the only source of dissatisfaction. It happened* 
however, one evening, when I had been out late, and he* 
Bcconlinff to custom, retired to rest, I found, on my return 
home, Miss Little waiting in the parlor, for the purpose 
of making a communication, which she conceivea would 
be of consequence to me. We sat some time in a con- 
irenation, by which we were mutually interested; ahm 
5* 
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-made known to me the invidious remarks of her mitles, 
and aunts, and their displeasure at her, for not uniting 
with them in their sentiments; she dwelt upon the gri^ 
which toy inattention to the wishes of her jmrents occa- 
sioned them; and, upon this part of her subject, she he- 
came affected even to tears.. I also was ffreatly affected, 
and for the first time in my life, taking her hand, I im- 
pressed upon it a kiss of fraternal affection; when to our 
Seat astonishment, her father entered the apartment, 
ad we seen a spectre, we could not haye been more ap- 
palled. He stood for some moments speechless, until 
fixing his eyes indignantly on my face, which was cer- 
tainly covered with confusion, in a very pointed and sig- 
nificant manner, he said, ' So, sir! * and, taking his 
daughter by the hand, he conducted her from the parlor, 
leaving me to ray own reflections. Words are inadequate 
to a description of my agonies, during the residue of that 
.night. An idea of Miss Little, in any other character 
than that of a very dear sister, had never crossed my 
^nind; yet suspicion was now furnished with a weapon 
against me, which would abundantly enforce the reports 
retailed to Mr. Little, by his kindred. I have often won- 
dered, that, at an age so susceptible of impressions, I did 
not become more warmly attached to Miss Little: she 
was a most lovely and amiable young woman; and she 
certainly gave me every reason which a modest, delicate, 
and sensible female could give, to brieve she was not 
absolutely lysinclined to listen to a tale of love. My 
apathy can only be accounted for, by a recurrence to an 
Unquestionable fact; m^ heart was wholly engrossed 
by my religious connexions. I passed this memorable 
night in my chamber, without entering my bed. ~ I lie- 
«cended the stairs in the morning, with the feelings of a 
malefactor: I dreaded the sight of every one in the house. 
Mr. Little saw me, but spake not to me; Mrs. Little ad- 
dressed me in the language of kindness; their dau|rhter 
was not present, and I am persuaded she was not reduced 
to the necessity of feigning indisposition, as a pretence 
for absence. After breakfast, Mrs. Little in a whisper, 
directed me to retire into the back parlor, where she 
would speedily jbin me. With trembling dread I obeyed; 
45he soon appeared, the shutters were closed, just Kghi 
enough to see her, and be seen by her; I saw she had 
been m tears; she was a most kind-hearted lady. I could 
not speak; she commanded me to be seated: I ^^w a 
chair for her, and another for myself; she sat down, and 
i seated fsyseif by btt. After a pawe, she hegab: <TeU 
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file, I conjure you, tell me, what I ought to Uit^ierstand 
by the appearances of this moraing? answer honestly the 
questions I shall put to you : but I know your answers 
will be literally true. My poor girl is very much dis- 
tressed; her father is very reserved, and very sad; he 
will make no reply to my inquiries, and my child is also 
silent. Tell me, I repeat^ what is the matter? ' I came 
home late last night, madam; no one was Up but Miss 
Little, who, like an affectionate sister, informed me she 
had something to communicate to me, with which I 
ought to be acquainted: I listened to her, till I became 
greatly affected with what I heard, and, deeply sensible 
of her goodness, we were mingling our tears, when thus 
thrown off my guard,! regret tcTsay, that I am apprehen- 
sive I committed an unpardonable offence; I am mortified 
while I confess to you, my dear madam, that I had the 
boldness to press to my lips the dear hand, which seemed 
extended to rescue me from -indiscretion; but indeed, my 
dear lady, it was the first time I ever dared to take so 
great a liberty, aod I would give the world I had not then 
been guilty of so much temerity. At the moment Mr. 
Little entered, I felt as if I should have sunk under his , 
indignant glance; Miss Little was greatly discomposed, 
while her father, with a voice rendered tremulous by an- 

fer, significantly said—* So, sir! ' — and conducted his 
aughter out of the room. This, my dear lady, is the 
whole I know of the matter; I fear. Miss Little will never 
forgive me, for creating her so much distress: I had in- 
finitely rather be dead, than alive; I dread the eye of Mr, 
Little, and it is my opinion, I ou^ht immediately to quit 
your hospitable mansion. * Alas! my dear child, I know 
not what to say; you believe you ought to quk us! 
Would to God you had never thus thought. This per- 
suasion is the source of all our unhappiness. How oflen 
have I told you, that no enemy could ever injure you, if 
your own conduct was uniformly correct. You have 
dee^ily wounded a heart that oves you, I promised my 
self, that you would become a large addition to our do- 
mestic felicity. But you are apprehensive you have of* 
fenfded beyond forgiveness Alas ! my daughter is more 
distressed for you, than for herself; you know not how 
much she has suffered on your account; you know not 
hrtw much we all suffer! Why, my dear d)ild, will you 
thus afflict yotir best friends? ' I am, my dear madam* , 
grieved to have been the source of so much distress to 
persons so dear to me; but I shall shortly be out of the 
w*y of offending any one. * What do you mean ? * T» 
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aiiit tlds hoiiM, to quit thb eonntry. The dear lady 
threw her maternal anna aronad nie, and m^th flowing 
tears interrogated: ' la it thua ^ou will avoid offending 
ua? Ah, my dear child, how httle do you know of us, 
or of yourself. For God's sake, let me persuade you not 
to take so raah a step! Where woukl you go, what 
would you do? Would you leave a home, an envied 
home, and thua, while you afflicted your dearest friends, 
Ratify your malignant foes ? ' But, my dear madam, it is 
impossible I can continue under this roof. Mr. Litde 
will not restore me his confidence: my feliciQr in this 
family is fled, forever fled. 'You are mistaken, your 
happmess* rests entirely with yourself; be but uniformly 
discreet, be but the companion we expected, when we 
adopted you, and all will yet be well.' But, madam, the 
eye and ear of Mr. Little will now be open against me, 
suspicion will be on the alert, and he will accept the tales 
of my enemies, as testimonies of sacred writ. * Believe 
it not; think no more of this untoward business; yon 
have but one enemy who can essentially injure you, and 
that enemy is yourself. I will be responsible for my fami- 
ly; you shall not be molested in this nouse, only convince 
us, that you love us; do but prove, that you are more at- 
tached to us, than to any other individuals, and we are 
satisfied. Do but reflect, how delightfully we might pass 
our time together. The business of the day closed, and 
we assembled in the parlor: you with your book, we 
your admiring audience, until we are summoned to sup- 
per; then, after you have closed our serene day by an ap- 
propriate, and affecting address to the God who created; 
and who has hitherto preserved us, we retire to an early 
pillow, soothed, and gratified, our sleep cannot but be re- 
freshing. Why, what a paradise would our abode be^ 
come. But, my child, when you pass every evening 
abroad, you know not what a melancholy group you ren 
der us. We are dumb, our countenances are sad; our 
silence is sometimes broken by Mr. Little, who ^ucs^ 
tions in anger, ' Where is our young gentleman to-uiffht? 
any society but ours ! * Then follows a heavy sigh : * Well, 
let us go to bed, it will be late before he returns; but 
this wfll never do.' * We dare not open our lips, but my 

§irls mingle their tears with mine.' Greatly moved by 
lese observations, I sincerely repented of my past eon- 
duct; and I determined I would, in all things, conform 
' iUyself to the wishes of my parental friends. I beheld 
Jie family picture presented before me, by the dear lady; 
X )i>eheld It with rapture, and I decisively aaid: yea, ii^ 
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deed, my future evenings shall oil be «levoted to a family 

eo charming, and thus will my days be passed in peace. 
I promised the dear lady, solenmly I promised, that I 
would be all she wished; and I communicated to her 
bosom inexpressible delight. I left her in tears, but they 
were tears of rapture: I retired to my chamber; I threw 
myself upon my knees, \ supplicated pardon of my heaven- 
ly Father,, and, with a devout heart, I implored his sup- 
porting aid. A petition to my Creator always possessed 
the potent power of refreshing my soul; I was greatly re- 
freshed, and I looked forward with renewed complacency. 
In a few hours, I was summoned to dinner; at the door 
of the dining-room, I was met by Mr. Little; no cloud 
rested upon ms countenance; I entered the dining-room, 
where were seated my charming, my faithful friends; 
the mother and her daughters; their countenances were 
animated, but their eyes bore testimony to their previous 
agitation: our interview, and hour of dining, were highly 
gratifying. It is true, many words were not uttered, but 
there is, in the expressive eye and other intelligent fea- 
tures of a fine countenance, a fascination which dwelleth 
not in words.. Soon after dinner my little friend, the 
youngest daughter of my patron, visited me in my charn^ 
ber, and bestowed upon me many caresses. 

Halcyon days and months now revolved; I fondly fan- 
cied I had surmounted every difficulty, and I anticipated 
a succession of delightful enjoyments; yet again I expe- 
rienced the satiety , consequent upon one unvaried routine. 
He, who had appointed me for a life of wandering, 
gave me a disposition which relucted at the constant 
recurrence of the same scene; I ventured to pass one 
evening abroad; another, and another succeeded. I was 
severely reflected upon, and I felt it keenly; conscious 
of meriting reproach, I was the more deeply wounded, 
I had been recently conversant with a young preacher 
from England; my imagination was fired; the world 
could not have longer detained me; I condemned my- 
self for wasting so much time; my heart, my soul was 
in England, in London. Let the world bestow its cen- 
sures, London was the place, it contained every thing de 
lightful; I was on tiptoe to be ^one; if I was not ap- 
proved by the family, so much the better, there would 
be less ingratitude in quitting it. Mv dear maternal 
friend once more sought, and obtained a private inter- 
view; this I wished to avoid; she saw my reluctance, 
and was convinced she should not succeed. She re- 
proached me : this, though painful, I could, bear better 
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than her teiiil<»iiefl8. * Then you will lea e us/ said the dear 
lady. I am determined. ' You will repent it, sir: you 
will return with sorrow, and with shame; when, possibly, 
you may not find these hospitable doors open to receive 
you.' Never, never, I will die first. She paused, she 
raised her hands fo heaven, she looked — ^merciful God, 
I see her now before me : the impression of her vary- 
ing countenance was unutterable; tears coursed each 
other down her pallid cheeks. Pausing for a few mo- 
ments, she said: 'Poor unhappy youth, you know not 
what you are about, where you are going, and what you 
are doomed to suffer. Here, then, ends all my pleas- 
ing prospects; now indeed I have lost my sons; poor Anna, 
she has now, in truth, no brother. Go, unhappy youth, 
go, the sooner you depart, the^ better; I do not wish to 
see you again.' She lefl me, nor will I attempt a de- 
scription of my sensations. I retired to my cnamber, 
my chamber uow no more; I wept, I audibly sobbed. In 
imagination I beheld the belovea friend, by whom it was 
once occupied; he seemed to upbraid me for my conduct; 
how torturing were the pangs I suffered. Upon the eve- 
ning of this sad day, my cherub friend entered the cham- 
ber, and for the last time, during my abode therein; pret- 
ty soul, she threw her arms around ray neck, my face was 
wet with her tears: she told me, that her sister was very, 
very sad! On what occasion, my love? 'Why, papa is 
^ very, very angry with you: and she says, you are going 
away to-ny>iTow, she knows not where, and that she 
shall never see you again; and she walks about her chani- 
ber, and wrings her hands, O! dear, O! dear, I never 
saw her so much distressed before !' This was a truly 
affecting night, but it was the last I passed under that 
roof; I was not summoned to breakfast: a servant came 
to ask, if I would breakfast in my chamber, there could 
be no doubt of my negative. I saw by the countenance 
of this domestic, that iwas fallen. About twelve o'clock, 
I received a message from Mr. Little, he was alone; I 
must attend him. My sufferings were great. To meet 
his eye was abundantly worse tnan death: I endeavor- 
ed to avoid it. Sometime elapsed before he spoke; he 
repeatedly attempted to speak, but mingling grief and 
rage arrested his utterance. At last he said: * Well, sir, 
you are going to commence your travels?' This, with 
the manner in which it was spoken, relieved me. It was 
at that moment ray choice to cherish resentment, rather 
than regret. I am going to England, sir. 'You are; 
well, and what are you going to do there? But this is 
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no ousinoM of mine; yet, I suppose it must be my busi- 
ness to know, how you are to get there; have you any 
money, sir?* No sir. * Hold your hat, sir.' I did so, 
and he threw into it as much gold as he pleased, and, 
as I then believed, as much as would support me, if 1 
should reach the extreme age allotted to man. * Have 
you enough, sir?' Yes, sir, quite enough, and God for- 
ever bless you. * Do you hear, sir, leave behind you 
my son's fowling-piece, and here ends my air-built cas- 
tle;' and with a flushed countenance, and a tearful eye, 
he lefl me, nor did I ever more cross the threshold of 
his door. I turned my back upon this once delightful 
home, with mingling emotions of sorrow, mortification, 
regret, and anger; all combining to produce unutterable 
SLUguish. My frame trembled, as I turned from the door; 
a chillness pervaded my heart ; sickness seized my stomach, 
and I had just sufficient presence of mind to turn the 
contents of my hat into my pocket-handkerchief, when 
I sunk down upon the steps of the first door in my way 
I was seen, and noticed by the people of the house, who 
conveyed me into their dwelling, and, when they had 
recovered me, questioned me respecting the cause of 
my indisposition. I related, with my usual frankness, 
every particular, and in a short time, the^ftory circulat- 
ed, and with all the variations commonly attached to 
interesting articles of intelligence. I was soon sufficient- 
ly restored to reach the residence of my mother; where 
a new scene of sorrow awaited me. The poor sufferer 
was beyond measure astonished at the step I had so 
rashly taken, and her distress was unutterable: she had 

Eromised herself a long series of enjoyments, from the 
appy arrangements made for me; and I suspect she con- 
templated, at no very distant period, a union between 
Miss Little, andmvself; and her consequent agony, when 
she learned, that I had not only abandoned my home, 
and those flattering prospects, but that in consequence 
of my fixed determination to repair to England, she 
was to lose me, perhaps forever; the torture of her mind 
was, as I said, beyond the reach of language : but neither 
her tears nor entreaties, strongly enforced by those of 
my brothers and sisters, could mr a single moment shake 
my resolution. Whatever barriers might oppose my 
wandering steps, to England I must depart; I saw, or 
seemed to see, the sacred shade of my father, first re- 
proaching me, and then soothing me to a compliance 
with the wishes of his mourning family; and, by the 
anguish of my feelings, my soul was harrowed up: yet 
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still, obdurate as I was, I continued inflexible. I conld 
not endure to see, or be seen, in the vicinity of the abode 
which I had quitted: and I made immediate preparations 
for my departure. I tendered to inv disconsolate mother, 
the money I receiyed from Mr. Little, not a penny of 
which she would accept: ' No, my beioved child, if yoa 
must launch out upon the wide ocean, into a world of 
which you know but little, you will find this sum, large 
AS it is, far short of your exigences. Through your filial 
exertions, I am established in a dwelling, far beyond my 
most sanguine expectations, or even wishes; and, from 
your well-timed efforts, I derive many other advantages: 
and if my God is about to deprive me of my son, I 
doubt not, His goodness and mercy, which have hither- 
to followed me, will still be manifest, both in my provi- 
sion, and preservation; and in that of my helpless child- 
ren.' My heart seemed ready to burst; conscience whis- 
pered, I was acting wrong, very wrong; yet even this 
conviction could not induce a relinquishment of my plan; 
an irresistible impulse seemed huriying me on. Many 
instances, striking instances, in my long and wearisome 
life, combine to prove, that the way of man is not in him- 
self; I at least, have experienced the truth of this sacred 
testimony. Ae the time of my departure 'drew near, my 
feelings were still more keen. My mother, my brothers, 
my sisters, my friends, renewed their tears and entreaties: 
I could not stem a torrent so mighty, and I determined I 
would abide with them. But it was the determination 
of the moment, extorted by the mournful supplications 
of all who were dear to me; and when they ceased to 
urge, 1 resumed my former resolution: and my mother, 
from early life devoutly religious mildly resigned her- 
self to an event which she considered inevitable. * 1 
see,' said she, ' supplications are ineffectual; now I am 
indeed a widow !' Starting at the desolate term [widow], 
so mournfully uttered, I hastened to my chamber, and 

Frostrating myself before the throne of Almighty God, 
seemed as if I were struggling with the agonies of dis- 
solving nature. I would infinitely have preferred death, 
to a separation so exquisitely torturing. I besought the 
God of my father to have compassion upon me, never 
to leave nor forsake me; and while thus humbly, and 
faithfully soliciting the Father of my spirit, renewed af- 
fiance grew in my bosom, and a voice seemed to say, 
' Go, and lo I am with you always.' Calmly reposing 
upon this assurance, I retired to rest; I quitted my pil 
low on the succeeding morning, wonderfully refreshed. 
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It was on t^t morning, that I met, for the last time, in 
the place of my dear, confiding father, his disconsolate 
family : it was indeed a time of prayer. My heart ad- 
dressed the Father of mercies; I confessed, with great 
sincerity, my manifold errors; and I petitioned for a con- 
tinuance of unmerited kindness; I beseeched God to look 
with pity on a poor, destitute, helpless being, commenc- 
ing a journey through a world, with which he was un- 
acquainted. I entreated our God, in behalf of my suf- 
fering mother, and her helpless orphans, that He would 
constantly abide with them; and tnat he would vouch- 
safe an answer of peace to the many prayers, offered up 
in their behalf, by the husband and parent, now in glory > 
My mother, was dumb; she saw the hand of God in 
this business, and she believed, that, as a sparrow fall- 
eth not to the ground without our heavenly Father, I 
could not thus leave my pleasant home, aad wander I 
knew not whither, except the Lord directed. And, em- 
bracing me, when on the eve of my departure, she af- 
fectingly said; * Go, my first-born, my ever beloved son ; 
go, and may the God of your father be with vou : Go, 
my darling son, on whom, while coming up from this 
wilderness, I fondly meant to lean; but God will not al- 
low me to lean on any but himself: Go thou, ever dear 
to my heart, and may our God be still near you, to 
mreserve you from the evil, which is in the world. 
The prayers of your afflicted mother shall be contin- 
ually offered up in your behalf; and oh! my son, al- 
though we part, never perhaps to meet again in this 
world, yet let us meet every day before mat throne^ 
whence we may expect grace to help in every time of 
need^ let us be present in spirit, thus waiting upon the 
Lord. She then threw her fond maternal arms arouna me, 
once more pressing me to that dear, that faithful bosom 
wnence I drew my early nourishment. With tears of 
foncf affection she bedewed my face, and again drop- 
ping upon her knees, she once more lifled her stream- 
ing e\>^s to heaven in my behalf, when starting up, she 
hastenmi to the retirement of her chamber, and instantly 
closed tue door. I stood like a statue; I could not move; I 
was almorit petrified with sorrow. But from this state 
of stupetat don I was roused by the burst of sorrow, 
and loud lamentations of my sisters; I turned to the 
dear girls; t wept with them, and endeavored to give 
them that consolation which I did not myself possess 
But, hastening from this scene of sorrow, there was one 
pang which 1 calculated to escape. The youngest child, 

6 
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a beautiful little boy, who bore the name of my father 
— ^sweet cherub — I dreaded seeing him, and determined 
to spare myself this torture; but as I slowly, and pen- 
sively passed from the house, believing that what was 
worse than the bitterness of death had passed, this love- 
ly little fellow crossed my path. Sweet innocent, thou 
wert playful as the frisking lamb of the pasture; totally 
ignorant of the agonies, which wrung the heart of thy 
brother. He ran to me, clung around my knees, and 
looking wishfully in iny face, aifectingly questioned— 
* Where are you going ^' I could not reply, I attempt- 
ed to move on, he took hold of my ganrent; * Let me 
go with you? shall not I go with you, orother?. He 
uttered these questions, in a voice so plaintive, that 
he pierced my very soul. Surely, had it been possible, I 
should even then have relinquished my puipose. It 
was with difficulty that I extricated myself from this 
supplicating infant. I would have hastened forward, 
but my trembling limbs refused their office; I caught 
him in my arms, I pressed him to my aching bosom, and 
but for a burst of tears, which came seasonacbly to my 
relief, the struggles of my heart must have choked me. 
I left him — ^yes, 1 left this youngest of my father's child- 
ren,^ this dear object of my soul's affection, this infant 
charge, committed to my care, by an expiring father: 
I left him in the act of innocent supplication. I left 
him when I should, with a thousand times less of suf 
fering, have quitted the clay-built tabernacle of rsiy spirit; 
nor had I aught in prospect, to compensate the sorrows 
to which I voluntarily submitted!! Surely, there is a 
hand unseen, which governs the human being, and all 
his-actions; I repeat, trvily the way of man is not in him- 
self. Few sufferings could surpass those which, upon 
this occasion, I endured: My bitterest enemy could not 
have censured me with more severity, than I censured 
myself, yet I passed on; no friend could urge my return 
with more energy, than did the emotions of my own 
afflicted heart, yet I passed on. True, I passed on 
slowly; a frame, enfeebled by mental agonies, is not 
moved without difficulty. I had sent my trunk on in the 
waggon, to the city of Cork, where I purposed to take 
passage for £ngland; and with my staff in my hand, I 
passed on, my eyes fixed on the ground not wishing to en* 
counter any human eye : It was with much difficulty, I at- 
tained the summit of a steep accliviUr, where, spent and 
weary, I sat me down. From this lofty eminence, in fall 
perspective outspread before me, was the place from 
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which I had departed; my eye eagerly ran oyer the whole 
seene. Upon a gentle ascent, directly opposite, em 
bosomed in a thick grove of ash, sycamore, and fruit trees, 
appeared the lovely dwelling of my mother. Behind this 
eminence, still ascending, was outstretched that garden, 
"in which, with great delight, I had so often labored: 
where I had planted herbs, fruits and flowers, in great 
variety : and where, as my departure was in the month 
of June, they all flourished in high perfection. It was 
only during the preceding year, that I had added to my 
stock a large number of the best fruit trees, in the full 
expectation of reaping the reward of my labors, through 
many successive seasons. In those tall trees, the cuckoo, 
the thrush, and the blackbird built their nests; and at 
early dawn, and at closing eve, I have hung enraptured 
upon their melodious notes. My swimming eye passed 
from the garden to the house; there sat my weeping, my 
supplicating mother, at that moment, probably, uniting 
with her deserted children in sending up to heaven pe- 
titions for my safety. I turned to the right; there tow- 
ered the stately mansion, I was bid to consider as my 
own; there dwelt the matron, who hoped I should have 
been unto her as a son, and who had cherished me as 
such; there dwelt the charming young lady, whose vir- 
tuous attachment might have constituted the solace of 
iny existence. The tear of sorrow, the sigh of disappoint- 
ment, no doubt, bedewed their cheeks, and swelled their 
faithful bosoms : *And oh ! I exclaimed, may the balm of 
peace, may the consolations of the Holy Spirit, be abun- 
dantly shed abroad in your hearts. 

As thus, from scene to scene, my eager eye with tear<» 
ful haste had wandered, my heart reiterated its unuttera- 
ble agonies; and, as I considered my situation as resem- 
bling that of the father of inankindy when driven from 
the paradise, to which state of blessedness it was decreed 
he never was to return, I would gladly have laid me down 
and died: I would have given the world, had it been at 
my disposal, to have reinstated myself in the situation, 
and circumstances, I had so inconsiderately relinquished; 
but this was impossible, and this conviction — ^how terrible. 
I wept, I sobbed. Despair seemed taking up its residence 
in my bosom. I fled from the scene; again I turned; one 
more look; I wrun^ my hands in agony, and my neart 
spontaneously exclaimed: Dear, ever dear parent, once 
more farewell; dear, much loved sisters, brothers, and 
thou sweet innocent, thou smiling, thoughtless, and there- 
fore happy babe, once more fareweU; and you dear gw> 
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ond parents, arid thou sister of the friend of my soul, with 
the beauteous cherub, whose infantile caresses, while pour- 
ing into my ear the interesting tale, were as balm to my 
wounded spirit — farewell. Oh ! farewell forever ! and you, 
ye many kind, religious counexions, with whom I have of- 
ten wept, and prayed, and joyed, and sorrowed, once more' 
I bid you adieu; adieu ye flowery walks, where 1 have 
spent so many happy hours; ye thick embowering shades, 
reared by these hands, ye health-restoring herbs, ye sweet 
delicious fruits, ye fragrant flowers, receive my last fare- 
well. Still I lingered — still I gazed around, and yet agaio, 
another look — His past, and lam gone forever. I turned 
from the view, and have never since beheld those charm- 
ing scenes. I wonder much my agitated spirits had not 
insured a fever; but God preserved me, and^ leading my 
mind to the consideration of scenes beyond the present 
state, I was enabled to proceed, until I beheld, in per- 
spective, the spires of the opulent city, which 1 was ap- 
proaching. The opening prospect, with the additional 
sound of a fine ring of bells from Shannon steeple, a 
church standing on an eminence upon the river Lee, the 
hells of which are heard at an immense distance, gave a 
new tone to my mind. I had many friends in the city of 
Cork, and I endeavored to derive consolation from their 
unquestioned attachment. I had frequently preached in 
this city, and I had reason to suppose my labors had been 
acceptable. In the city of Cork, my paternal grandmoth- 
er, \vith her daughter, my aunt Champion, and her child- 
ren, still lived. My society would be sought, and I should 
again be engaged in preaching; these considerations less- 
ened the weight of affliction, by which I had been sorely 
pressed. I arrived at the mansion of my grandmother 
some time before sunset, and I was very joyfully received; 
but when I had communicated my plan, the countenances 
both of my grandmother, and my aunt, decidedly evinced 
their displeasure; they censured me with severity, and I 
keenly felt their rebukes, I assured them, I came not to 
solicit aid; and rising from my chair, I bade them formal- 
ly adieu, quitting their presence, and their house. The 
eldest daughter of my aunt, a very beautiful young lady, 
and as good as beautiful,whose heart was formed for pity 
and for tenderness, followed me down stairs, and entreat- 
ed me to continue with them, but her well-designed in- 
terference was ineflectual. I had been severely pensured, 
and I could not bear it: I could have borne it better, if it 
had been unmerited. I left my lovely cousin in tears, nor 
did I again see, or hear from any individual of the family. 
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U one evening after I had preached in the Methodist 
irch, my grandmother advanced, took my hand, and 
lested 1 nvould attend her home : I confess I was de 
ted with her condescension; for my mind had greatly 
ered from the reflection, that I had given pain to the 
r and respectable mother of my deceased father. I 
>mpanied her home, and we passed a happy evening 
»ther; both my grandmother, and my aunt, addressed 
in strains the most soothing; they poured into my 
rated mind the oil and wme of consolation; they 
fessed themselves convinced, that the good hand of 

I was in my removal. < You are, said the pious lady, 

II are, my dear child, under the guidance of an Om- 
>tent Power; God has designed you for himself; you 
a chosen instrument to give light to your fellow men; 
are, I perceive, ordained to turn many from darkness 

> light, from the power of satan, unto God, and the 
d will be with you. The God of your father will 
s you, and make your way prosperous before you ; 
: no more, then, to what you have left behind, but 
: forward in faith, always* remembering, that God't 
ks fif providence are hu most holy, wise, and powerful, 
^ervinfr and governing all his creatures, ana all theh 
7ns. Do not, I say, reflect upon yourself; I confess, 
IS wrong in. censuring you; God's way is in the great 
3, we ought to acquiesce in all the dispensations of 
Creator. You, my dear son, are as clay in his hand; 
I is as the potter, who will do with you as seemeth 
1 in his sight. Who can resist his will ?' Thus did 
dear lady speak peace to a mind, that had not^ for a 
I season, received such strong consolation. 
was urj^ed, while in the city of Cork, to relinquish my 
pose ot ^oing to £n^land. The Methodists solicited 
to repair to Limerick, where a preacher was much 
ited; but nothing could seduce my thoughts from my 
ve island. I frequently mixed in company, where re* 
ms disputes ran very high. The doctrine of election, 
final perseverance were severely repi»bated : but 
tion, and final perseverance, were fundamentals in 
creed, and were conceived by me, as the doctrines of 
L Yet I was aware, that an attempt to defend prin 
es, so obnoxious, would subject me to the censure, 
ill treatment of religious enemies, and I had experi- 
sd, that religious enemies were the most to be dread- 
Yet, as I could not be silent, and as I dared not dis- 
bie, I contented myself with observing, that I had 
1 accustomed to hear my respectable father speak in 
6* 
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favor of those doctrines. But althoagh, io my pnUie 
labors, I ncTer asserted aught that could expose me to 
censure, yet I was more than suspected of Calvinism, and 
consequent resentments were enforced against me. Mj 
residence in the city of Cork was thus rendered unpleas- 
ant, and my impatience to embark for Elngland was 
augmented. I was, however, obliged to continue two 
weeks longer, during which period, I endeavored to live 
as retired as possible, avoiding controversy, and devoting 
my time to my grandmother and a few adect friends. It 
was during my protracted residence in this city, that the 
celebrated Mr. George Whitefield arrived there, upon a 
vmu Of Mr. Whitefield I had heard much, and 1 was 
delighted with an opportunity of seeing, hearing, and 
conversing with so great a man. He was the first Cal- 
vinistic Methodist I had ever heard, and he became very 
dear to me; I listened with transport. The principles 
early inculcated upon my mind were in full force, and for 
Mr. Whitefield I conceived a very strong passion. He 
appeared to me something more than human: I blushed, 
at the view of myself, as a preacher, after I had attended 
upon him; yet I had the temerity to preach in pulpits, 
which he had so well filled ! and I secretly resolvcMi to 
enter into connexion with him, if I should be so happy as 
to meet him, after my arrival in London. I had many 
delightful opportunities in private circles with this gentle- 
man: he was a most entertaining companion. But, as 
Mr. Wesley marked him with a jealous eye, he dispatch- 
ed, by way of escort, two of his preachers, in whom be 
particularly confided, who diligently followed the great 
man, from place to place: he was of course, upon every 
occasion, closely watched; and his facetious observations, 
and frequent gaiety, were, by these-spies, severely censur 
ed, as descriptive of unheeonwng levity. In fact, every art 
was called into action, to prevent the affections of the 
people wandering from one reformer to another; yet, while 
gentlemen, in connexion with Mr. Wesley, were contin- 
ually upon the alert against Mr. Whitefield, he himself 
evinced not the smallest inclination for opposition, or even 
defence; he appeared perfectly content with the enjoy- 
ments of the day, rather prefering a state of independence, 
to an ihtimate connexion with any sect or par^. His 
choice, at that time, was decidedly the life of an itinerant, 
and he then evidently shrunk from the cares, and embar- 
rassments, attached to the collecting, building, and re- 
pairing churches. And never, I believe, did any man in 
public life enjoy more: he was the admiration of the 
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many, and an object of the warmest affection in ihqm 
social circles, in which it was his felicity to mingle. The 
pleasures of the table were highly zested by Mr, White- 
field, and it was the pride of his friends to procure for 
him every possible luxury. The pleasure I derived from 
this gentleman^s preaching, from his society, and from 
the society of his friends, contributed to lessen the weight 
of melancholy, which depressed my spirits on my depar- 
ture from home, I recollect an evening, passed with him 
at the house of one of Mr, Wesley's preachers, who had 
wedded a beautiful young lady of family and fortune, only 

daughter of a Mrs. , who possessed a very large 

estate, kept her chariot, her city and her couiifry house, 
and entertained much company j many persons were 
collected, upon this evening; I was charuKid with every 
thing I saw, with every thiug 1 heard. 1 had long admir- 
ed the master of the house; his lady I had never before 
seen; she was the object of general adulation 9 her person 
was uncommonly elegant, and her face diizzlingly beauti- 
ful; she had received a useful^ as well as a jaHhionable 
education, and she was mistress' of all the polite accom- 
plishments. She had three lovely children, with minds 
as well cultivated, as their time of life would permit. I 
threw my eyes upon the happy, the highly favoured 
husband, the amiable wife, the fascinating children, the 
venerable lady, who gave being to this charming wife, 
mother, friend, I beheld the group with rapture; for 
envy, as I have elsewhere observed, was never an ingre- 
dient in my composition, and I hung with a sort of chast 
ened pleasure, upon the anecdotes furnished by Mr. 
Whitefield; the whole scene was captivatingly entertain- 
ing, and highly interesting: I was ready to wish the night 
might endure forever. Alas! it was but one night; J 
never after entered that house : Happy would it have 
been for me, if I had never seen it. How mysterious are 
the ways of heaven! this evening, upon which I was 
so highly gratified, was the remote cause of my suffering, 
many years afterwards, great and very serious inquie- 
tude I left the house of myii*iend, Mr. Trinbath, ex 
pecti ng to have seen him again and again ; I left him an 
object of envy to many; but I never saw him more, nor 
did he, poor gentleman, long continue the object of envy 
to any one. 

This was the last night 1 spent in this city, in this 
country. . The vt^ssel in which 1 had engaged a passage 
to Bristol, was now ready for sailing; I had only time, 
upon the morning of the ensuing day, to bid a hasty adieu 
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to my ipimdiiiotlier, and her family, with a few other 
friends; to receive their blessings, and to depart. 1 took 
my place in the vessel at the wharf, some of my friends 
accompanying me thither; I spoke to them with my eyes, 
with my handb, my tongue refused utterance. 

The beauty of the surrounding scenes, in passing from 
the city to the cove of Cork, cannot perhaps be surpassed. 
A few miles fi-om the city stands a fortress, then govern- 
ed by a half brother of my father. I beheld it with a hu- 
mid eye; but the vessel had a fair wind, and we passed 
it rapidly. I retired to the cabin; my too retentive mem- 
ory retraced the scenes I had witnessed, since first I 
reached Hibemia's hospitable shore; they were many, and 
to me interesting: reflection became extremely painful, 
yet it was impossible to avoid it; and while I was thus 
retrospecting, the vessel cut her way through the harbor; 
we had reached the cove, we were on the point of leaving 
the land. I jumped upon the deck, I threw my eyes over 
the countiy I was leaving, which contained all that was 
near and dear to me, either by the ties of blood or friend- 
ship; all, all were drawn up in order before me; it was 
another parting scene. Yet I cherished hope, I might 
again return. Alas! alas! this hope was delusive; it was 
an everlasting adieu. Dear country of guileless and 
eaurteotu manners, of integritTy and generous hospitality, 
I bid you adieu; adieu ye veniant hills, ye fertile vallies, 
ye gurgling rills, which eyery where cross the path of the 
traveller; ye delicious fruits, ye fragrant flowers, ye syl- 
van scenes, for contemplation made — adieu perhaps for- 
ever. Here ends the various hopes and fears, which 
have swelle<l my bosom in a counpy celebrated for the 
salubrity of its air, the clearness of its waters, the richness 
of its pastures, and the hospitality of its inhabitants, 
where no poisonous reptile could ever yet procure suste- 
nance 
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CHAPTER III. 



Arrival in England, and further Progress of the inexpe^ 
rienced Traveller. 

Hail, native l8l«, for deeds of worth renowned, 
By Statesmen, Patriots, Poets, Heroes crowned ; 
For thee, my friends, my wdeping friends, I leave, 
To thy blest arms, thy wandering son receive. 

I NOW began a new era of mj melancholy life. Losing 
sight of land, I again retired to my cabin: aJas! 'busy 
thought was too busy for my peace,' Launched upon 
the wide ocean, I was speeding to a country, my native 
country indeed; but a country, in which 1 could boast 
.neither relation, nor friend, not even a single acquaint- 
ance. I was quitting a country, in which I had both re- 
lations and friends, with many pleasant acquaintarioes: 
yet this consideration did not much depress me; lor al- 
though my heart was pained, exquisitely pained, when 
I reflected on those I was leaving, yet I was in raptures 
at the thought of England. I promised myself every 
thing pleasing in England; yet, in my most visionary 
moments, I could not name a source, from which I could 
rationally expect establishment, or even temporary gratifi 
cation. Several gentlemen were in the cabin, who took 
kind notice of me; they asked me no questions, so I was 
not embarrassed; but they contributed to render my pas- 
sage agreeable, which, however, was very short; for the 
identical passage, which, when I adcompanied my father, 
consumed full nine weeks, was now performed in three 
days; but, exempted from those fears, and that nausea, 
which sometimes afflict fresh-water sailors, I was rather 
pleased with the rapidity of our passage. We dropped 
anchor in Bristol channel; I was charmed with an op- 
portunity of going ashore at Pill, and once more greeting 
the good old lady, that had many years before, so tenderly 
compassionated me when I returned, as one from the 
4eaa, to my offended father. Alas! she was no more; 
this was a disappointment, but I was in England, and 
every thing I saw, swelled my throbbing bosom to rap- 
ture. I was determined on walking to Bristol, it was on- 
ly five miles, and through a most enchanting country. 
O . what transport of delight I felt, when, with the en- 
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suing morning, I commeDced my journey. The birds 
•weetly carolled, the flowers enamelled the meadows, the 
whole scene was paradisiacal. It was England. But 
where was I going? I knew not. How to be employed? 
I knew not; but I knew I was in England, and, after 
feasting my eyes and ears, I seated myself upon a verdant 
bank, where the hot wells, (so much celebrated as the 
resort of invalid votaries of fashion, who come here to 
kill time, and to protract a delfUitated existence by the 
the use of the waters,) were in full view. Here I began 
seriously to reflect upon m^ situation, and to attend to 
various questions, proposed by a certain invisible, my in- 
ternal monitor, who thus introduced the inquiry. • Well, 
here you are in England what are you to do.^ ' God only 
knows. * Had you not better apply to Him for his direc- 
tion and protection?' Certainly, where has my mind 
wandered, that I have not thus done before ? The emo- 
tions of my heart were at this moment indescribable. 
When I last gazed upon these scenes, my prudent, vigi- 
lant father, was at my side, to guard me from evil; now 
I had no guide, no counsellor, no protector ! • O yes,' 
said my monitor, ' you have the Creator, the Father of 
your father, He wiH be your God, and your guide : He 
will be your protector, your counsellor, your preserver; 
He will provide for you, and, if you apply to Him, He 
will make your way plain before, you.' My heart, sof- 
tened and cheered by these consoling suggestions, instant- 
ly began its supplications; there I prayed, and there I 
remembered Jacob upon the field of radan-aram; I com- 
mended myself to the care of the God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, and I added to these names, the name 
of my own father. Thus, by unbosoming myself to the 
Author of my existence, was my spirit greatly refreshed. 
It is very true I wept, freely wept, but my tears were tc&rs 
of luxury; and I went on my way rejoicing, in a hope which 
gave me, as it were, to tread air. I reached Bristol at 
early dinner: I entered a tavern, inquiring if I could be 
furnished with a dinner. They saw I was a stranger, 
and from Ireland. The master of the mn wblm from the 
same coantry; he soon discovered I was a Methodist, and 
being acquainted with those religionists, he invited them 
to visit me, and I was consequently introduced to many 
of the Methodists in that city. It ma^ be thought strange, 
that, as I had been so much engaged among, the Methodists 
in Ireland, being one of their approved preachers, I did not 
take the step$ necessary to introduce me among that clas^ 
of people in £ngland. But, besides the jealousy whiclr 
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liad taken place in the minds of my religious brethren, on 
account of my attachment to the doctrine of election, 
which made me resolve to quit Mr Wesley's connexion, 
and unite myself with the adherents of Mr. Whitefield, I 
wished for l^jtrty to act myself, without restraint. But 
on being introduced, I was soon engaged; attended their 
meetings, and private societies, and was admired and 
caressed, and consequently tarried longer than I had pro- 
posed, deriyins, from every social interview, abundant 
consolation. Upon the eveping previous to my depar- 
ture from Bristol, I was urged to visit a society a few 
miles from the city; it was a pleasant walk; several of 
both sexes were assembled, they were neat in person, and 
correct in manners, and they were all English. I was 
charmed, and, being in good spirits, I was tnought excel- 
lent company; \ was then a stranger. They were high- 
ly pleased; I was requested to pray; I did so, and we 
mingled our tears. I was solicited to continue amone 
this people, but my wishes all pointed to London — and 
to London I must go. I parted with my new ax^quaint- 
ance with regret, for I was as much pleased with them, 
as they appeared to be with me. Bemg prevailed upon 
to tariy (tinner the next day, I did not leave Bristol until 
the afternoon. I then departed alone, determining to 
proceed as far as Bath, and take the stage for London, 
upon the ensuing morning. As I passed over one fif the 
most charming roads in England, and alone, I had not 
only time for reflection, but my reflections were pensive 
ly pleasins: I was advancing towards the metropolis; 
faatherto I had experienced the goodness of God, and 1 
indulged the most sanguine hopes. My heart wag greatly 
elated; I beheld the surrounding scenes with rapture: I 
was not wearied by my walk, it was only sixteen miles 
from Bristol, to Bath; the fields stood thick with corn, the 
valleys, burdened witn an uncommon load of hay, seemed 
to laugh and sing, and the birds, in their variety, were, 
- as if hymning the praises of their Creator, while the set- 
ting sun heightened the grandeur, and gave the finishing 
touches to the scene. My feelings were indeed highly 
wrought. I proceeded near the margin of a beautiful 
river; two hay-makers were returning from their toil; I 
addressed them, and, in my accustomed manner, I ex- 
pressed my delight, and my gratitude. * These,' said I, 
m a strain of rapture, * These are thy glorious works. 
Parent of good; Almighty Father, thine this universal 
frame; these wonderous fair — surpassing jwonder far-^ 
thyself how wonderous then ! ' Tears gushed in my eyeSj 
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as I thuB expressed the transport of my soul. The men 
were astonished, yet they seemed pleased; I asked them 
the name of the river? They replied, ' the Avon, sir.* 
Then, said I, it flows through the native place of Shaks 
peare. Shakspeare, who is he? ' A wrUer, I rephed* 
wondering at myself for mentioning his name; but 1 
thought of Shakspeare, and I have ever been accustomed 
to think loud; the thought was an addition to my plea- 
sures, and, from the abundance of the heart, the moutb 
speaketh. My companions could not fail of discoveriog, 
that I came from Ireland, yet they cast no reflections up 
on me, as is the custom with low people, upon these oc- 
casions; they were rather disposed to ^eat me kindly. 
* 1 fancy,' said one of them, ^ you are a Methodist. I 
am, said I — I do not deny it. 

^Then my Bess will be^lad to see thee, PU warrant me; 
wool thee come along with me ? Thee may go farther, 
and fare worse, I can tell thee that.' ' Ay, ay,' said the 
other, ' Thee had best go with my neighbor — ^I'll warrant 
thee good cheer.' I thanked this kind man, and my heart 
swelled with gratitude to that Being, in whose hands are 
the hearts of all his creatures, for thus meeting me on my 
entrance into this strange city, with loving-kindness, and 
tender mercy. We warned on together, mutually de&ght- 
ed; I, with every thing I saw, and my companions with 
me, for my expressed satisfaction. We soon stopped at 
the door of a very neat house. This cannot, said my 
heart, be the dwelling of a hay-maker; it was, however, 
and opening the door, he said: 'Here, Bess, I have 
brought thee home a young Methodist; I know thee wilt 
be glad to see him.' I was then, by this rough, good- 
hearted man, presented to his wife: ' Thou must find out 
his name thyself.' I immediately told her my name, 
when, in a friendly manner, she requested me to be seat- 
ed. She was a very different character from her husband, 
her manners were even polished; she entered into friendly 
conversation with me, and we derived" much satisfaction 
therefrom, when her husband entering, inquired in his 
rough manner, ' What the plague, Bess, hast got nasupper 
for thy guest?' This was a matter to which we had neither 
of us recurred. The good man, however, was speedily 
obeyed, and an elegant repast was forthwith placed upon. 
the table, of which 1 partook witjii appetite. We after- 
wards sang one of the Methodist hymns, and we united im 
solemn prayer; while my heart acknowledged all tho 
fervor or devotion, even my host himself seemed affected 
and pleased^ declaring he ^^teemed himself fortunate in 
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meetmg me. I was introduced to a handsome lodging 
room, and a good bed, but the fulness of my grateful 
heart would not, for some time, allow me to close my 
eyes: at length I sunk into the most refreshing slumbers, 
and I arose the next morning greatly exhilarated. I was 
received by my hospitable host, and hostess, with every 
mark of satisfaction; we breakfasted together, sang a 
bynm, and addressed the throne of grace, when the good 
man went forth to the tabors of the field, requesting that 
I would not think of leaving them. In the course of the 
morning, the ^ood lady inmrmed me, that -they had re- 
cently settled m Bath, a Mr. Tucker, who had been a 
preacher in Ireland. My heart leaped at this intelligence; 
of all the preachers, with whom I had ever associated, this 
man possessed the greatest share of my affection. His 
tender, innocent, childlike disposition, not oiily endeared 
him to me, but to all who were acquainted with his worth. 
My hostess was charmed to learn, that I was known to 
Mr. Tucker: I solicited her to direct me to his residence, 
but when she informed me, that, by the death of his fa- 
ther, he had recently come into possession of thirty 
thousand pounds sterling, I became apprehensive i should 
not be recognised. But I had occasion to reproach 
myself for suspicions, for no sooner was I conducted to 
his dwelling, than he caught me in his arms, and express- 
ed the highest satisfaction. Upon introducing me to his 
lady, he said: ' My dear, this young man is the eldest soh 
of one of the best men I ever knew. No man ever pos- 
sessed a larger share of my venerating affection: I love 
this young person as his son, and Ilove him for himself; 
and when you, my dear, know him as I do, the goodness 
of your own heart will compel you to love him as I do.' 
How highly gratifying all this to me, at such a time, in 
such a place, and in the presence of the lady, whose guest 
I was! but I must be her guest no longer; this* warm- 
hearted friend of my father, and of myself, would not 
allow mie to leave his house nor the city for a long season; 
indeed, it was greatly against his will, that I left Bath 
when I did. I promised, I would call eveiy day upon 
my worthy host and hostess, which promise I punctually 
performed. Mr. Tucker insisted upon my giving them 
a discourse in the church in which he officiated; for, 
although possessed of an independent fortune, he yet con- 
tinued to preach to the people.^ On Sunday, then, I 
preached in the city of Bath, to great acceptation. My 
aost and hostess (the hospitable hay-maker and wife) 
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were pnssent, and felicitated themselves that they had 
introduced a man, so much approved. 

My Reverend friend conducted me from place to place, 
showing me every thing curious in that opulent resort 
of the nobility. It was to this faithful friend that J com 
municated, in confidence, the difficulties -under which I 
labored, respecting my religious principles. I observed 
to him, that I could not with a good conscience, repro- 
bate doctrines, which, as I firmly believed originated 
with God, nor advocate sentiments diametrically oppo- 
site to what I considered as truth. On this account I 
could not cordially unite with Mr. Wesley^ or his preach- 
ers. Mr. Tucker saw the force of my objections; nay, 
he felt them too, for he was at that instant nearly in the 
same predicament with myself. Yet we could not hit 
upon an expedient to continue in the connexion, and pre- 
serve our integrity. My anxiety however, to reach the 
capital compelled me to press forward; and my kind 
friend, convinced I was not to be prevailed upon nirther 
to delay my departure, engaged a place in the coach for 
me, discharging all the attendant expenses, and placing, 
besides, a handsome gratuity in my pocket. Of my 
first host and hostess I took a friendly leave, gratitude 
has stamped their images upon my bosom; I leil them, 
and my other kind friends, in tears; we commended each 
other to the kind God, who, in his own way, careth fot 
us, I have since been greatly astonished, indeed I was 
at the time surprised, at my thus hastening to quit a 
place, where I was fUrnished with every thing, my heart 
ousbt to have desired, when the prospect before me was 
at least uncertain; but I have been, all my days, a mys- 
tery to myself, nor is this mystery yet unravelled. I re- 
tired this night to bed, but did not close my eyes, until 
pear the dawn of day yet my reflections upon my pil- 
low were charming; I dearly saw the good hand of God 
in all my movements; I was . enchanted with every thing 
I had seen, and with the prospect of what I had still to 
ftee, ! how sweet in early hfe, are those sensations, 
which are the ofFsprjng of vigorous hope how great are 
the joys of expectation I No one ever derived more high- 
wrought pleasures from hope, than myself. J quitted 
my bed just at the dawn of day, after a refreshing tdum 
ber; I had apprized the people at the stage house, the 
evening before,that I should walk on, and let the stage 
overtake me; this I did, and a most delightful walk I 
had, I met the Aurora, the risii^g sun, the waking song* 
iters of the hedges, the lowing tenants pf the meadj th« 
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lasty laborer, with his scythe, preparing to cut down the 
bending burden of the flowery meadow. The increase 
ing beauty of the surrounding scenes, the fragrant scent 
of the new-mowed hay, all, all, were truly delightful; 
and thus enchanted, with spirits light as air, I passed 
on till I reached the Devizes, nineteen miles from Bath, 
where, after I had breakfasted, the coach overtook me, 
in which, I was soon seated, flnding a ride, after walk- 
ing, more abundantly refreshing; we rolled over the finest 
road in the World, with such rapidity, that we reached Lon- 
don before sunset. How much was my heart elated,as I 
passed over this charming country; how did it palpitate 
with pleasure, as I advanced toward the metropolis ; yet still 
I had no fixed plan, nor knew I what I should do, or 
whither repair ! True, I had some letters to deliver, but, 
m the hurry of my spirits, I had forgotten them; and on 
being set down at the stage house in London, I left my 
trunk without a single line of intimation to whom it be- 
longed, and wandered about the city, feasting my eyes 
with the 'variety, which it presented, ^ till twilight grey 
had in her sober livery, all things clad,' when I began to 
turn my thoughts towards a shelter for the night. I en- 
tered a tavern, requesting a supper, and a lodging, both 
of which were readily granted; I sat pensive, I was weary 
Riy spirits sunk, I ate bttle, and retiring to my chamber, 
after securing the door, I fell on my knees, beseeching 
the Father of mercies to have compassion upon me. 1 
wept, wished myself at home, and my heart seemed to 
die within me, at the consideration that I could not re- 
turn, without fulfilling the predictions of my matron 
friend; ' You will return,' said she, and, perhaps find 
this door shut against you.' Never, said I, never; I will 
die first. This was the most melancholy night I had 
passed, since I left the dwelling of my mother. I arose 
in the morning unrefreshed, I inquired where the stage 
put up; had forgotten; I told my host, I had left my 
tnmk at the stage house. He soon found the place, but 
he despaired of ever obtaining my trunk; I recovered it, 
however, and a porter took it to my lodgings, there I bg- 
lieved it safe, although I knew nothing of the people. ^ 
I recollected where I had lived, when with my father in ' 
this city; thither 1 repaired; but although there were re- 
maining individuals who remembered him, no one recog- 
nised me. i was however kindly noticed, for his sake, 
and soon introduced to many, by whom I was much caress- 
ed. From this I reaped no benefit; a few of my Metho- 
dist friends, whom 1 had known in Ireland, visited me« 
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bat, seeing me in company which they did not approve, 
they stood aloof from me. In the judgment of Mr. Wes- 
ley, and his adherents, my principles were against me. 
They did not believe any man could be pious, who be- 
lieved the doctrine of predestination. I remember, 
0ome time after the death of my father, sitting with Mr. 
|Wesley in the house of my mother, and conversing on 
Ibis truly interesting subject; I ventured to remark, that 
there were some good men, who had given their suffrage 
in favor of the doctrine of Election, and I produced my 
father, as an instance, when, laying his hand upon my 
shoulder, with great earnestness, he said: ^ My dear lad, 
believe me, there never was a man in this world, who 
believed the doctrine of Calvin, but the language of his 
heart was, " I may live as I list." ' It was, as I have be- 
fore observed, generally believed, that I inherited the 
principles of my father The Methodists in JLondou 
were afraid of me, and I was afraid of them; we there- 
fore, as if by mutual consent, avoided eaeh other; my 
wish to attach myself to Mr. Whitefield was still para- 
mount in my bosom, but Mr. Whitefield was not at home, 
and it was unfortunate for me that he was not. Every 
day I was more and more distinguished; but it wav 
by those, whose neglect o£ me would have been a mercy* 
by their nominal lundaesB I was made to taste of ple»* 
sures, to which I had before been a stranger, and those 
pleasut-es were eagerly zested. I became what is called 
very good oompany, and I resolved to see, and become 
acquainted widi life; yet I determined, my knowledge 
of the town, and its. pleasures, should not affect my stand* 
ing in the religious world. But I was miserably deceiv- 
ed; gradually, my former habits seemed to fade fntm my 
recollection. To my new connexions I gave, and re- 
ceived from them, what I then believed pleasure, without 
alloy. Of music, and dancing, I was very fond, and I 
delighted in convivial parties; V auxbail, the playhouses, 
were charming: I had never known life before. It is 
true my secret Mentor sometimes embittered my enjoy* 
ments; the precepts, the example of my father, stared 
me in the face; the secret sigh of my bosoni arose, as I 
mournfully reflected on what I had lost. But I had not 
fiufiicient resolution to retrace my steps; indeed I had lit- 
tle leisure. I was in a perpetual round of company; I 
was intoxicated with pleasure; I was invited into one 
society, and another, until there was hardly a society in 
London, of which I was not a member. How long this 
life of dissipation would have lasted, had not my re* 
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sources failed, I know not. I occasionally encountered 
one, and another, of my religious connexions, who se- 
riously expostulated with me; but I generally extorted 
from them a laugh, which ultimately induced them to 
sfaun me. I had an interview with Mr. Barnstable^ a 

Ereacher in Mr. Wesley's connexion, and questiuuiue 
im respecting many, whom 1 had known ^ he informed 
me that Mr. Trinbath, at whose house I had passed so 
delightful an evening with Mr. Whitefield, in the city of 
Cork, was no more ! His beautiful wife had quitted' hei 
husband, her children, and her mother, and accompanied 
a private soldier to America ! ! ! Her doteing husband, 
thus cruelly deceived, lost first his reason, and afterwards 
his life. Mr. Barnstable inquired, what had become of 
me so long; and, afler severely admonishing me, he 
pronounced upon me an anathema, and quitted me. it 
will be supposed, I was not much pleased with hijn, and, 
assuredly, 1 was at variance with myself; and above all, 
I was grievously afflicted for the misfortunes, and death 
of the once happy Trinbath. It has often been a matter 
of astonishment to me, how, after such a religious edu- 
cation as I had received; after really, vitally entering in- 
to the spirit of the life, to which I was from infancy ha- 
bituated; after feelingly bearing my public testimony 
against the follies, and the dissipation of the many, I 
should so entirely renounce a life of serious piety, and 
embrace a life of frolic, a life of whim ! It is also won- 
derful, that, thus changed, I proceeded no further; that 
I was guilty of no flagrant vices; that I was drawn into 
no fatal snares. Many were the devices employed to 
entangle me; which devices I never deliberately sought 
to avoid. Doubtless, I was upheld by the good hand of 
God; for which sustaining power my full soul offers its 
grateful orisons. 

I pursued this inconsiderate, destructhre course, upwards 
of a year, never permanently reflecting where I was, or 
how I should terminate my career. My money was near- 
ly exhausted: but this was beneath my consideration: 
and, as I have said, serious reflection was arrested by 
large circles of friends successively engaging me, either 
abroad, or at home, in town or in the country. Thus 
did my life exhibit a constant tissue of folly, and indis 
cretion. But the time of my emancipation drew near . 
a demand, which I had barely sufficient to answer, was 
made upon me by niv tailor; I started, and stood for some 
time motionless. The money, which I believed would 
never be expended, was aJiieady gone. Isaw^n^ irietliod • 
7* 
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oC. recruiting my fiaancies^ and I stood apjialled, when, 
at this distressiiig moment, a gay compaiiioa broke ia 
upon me; he was on his way to the Club^ there was 
to be grand doings: John Wilkes, esquire, was that 
night to become a member. I instantly forgot every thing 
of a gloomy nature, and went off as light, as a feathered 
inhabitant of the air. * I never was fond of the pleasures 
of the liottle, of social pleasures no one more so: and, 
that I might epjoy society with an unbroken zest, I have 
frequently thrown the wine under the table, rejoicing that 
I thus preserved my reason. 

This period of my life had so much of variety, and 
yet so much of sameness, that a picture of a week would 
De nearly a complete exhibition of all my deviations. 
Suffice it to say, that I plunged into the vortex of plea- 
sure, greedily grasping at enjoyments^ which both my 
habits and my circumstances should have taught me to 
shun. Upon this subject I do not love to dwell; if 
possible, I would erase it from my recollection; and 
yet, I derive abundant satisfaction, iroia the manifesta- 
tion of Divine Goodness, so strikingly exemplified, 
through the whole of my wanderings, in preserving me, 
by the strong arm of the Almighty, from numerous evils 
to which, in the society I frequented, and in the city 
where I resided, I was hourly exposed^ But, as 1 said, 
necessity, imperious necessity/ compelled me to pauses 
audit was, in .truth, a blessed necessity. Had 1 been 
inclined to- forget^ that my whole stock was expended, 
the frequent c^s made upon me for monies, which 1 
could not pay, would have constituted a uniform, and 
impressive memento. My embarrassments were soon . 
rumored abroad; and although I had many friends, who 
appeared to regard money. as little as myself, who, de^ 
claring they could not exist without me, iusisted upon 
my being of their parties) yet a> consciousness of depend- 
ence rendered me wretched, while indirect remarks, 
thrown out by aome individuals, served to increase my 
wretchedness* Easter holy^Klays are, in England, days 
of conviviality. Parties of pleasure were every where 
forming. My conne.xions were hastening to my favor- 
ite retreat, Richmond; inclination' led me to jmn tfaem; 
but they either were not, or I susjiected they were not, 
as usual, warm in their solicitations, and 1 declined a 
less importunate invitation. I, however, took a 'solitary 
walk, and I met reflection on the way. I had in the 
w\Bcld but one half-penny, and a mendicant, asking. alms, 
cADMed my path; I gave him my half-penny, and walk- 
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^ OB^ tiUt paflMAf out of tile city, I advaneed into tliie 
fields. I began to feel exhausted; and, under the wide 
spreading shade of a tree, I sat me down. I continued, 
for some time, in a state of fixed despair, regardless of 
life, and every thing which it had to bestow. The eye 
of retrospection ran oyer past scenes; I remembered my 
father's house, and the plenty w]%;h, particularly at this 
season, reigned there. This was nearly the anniversary 
of his death; the mournful scene passed in review be* 
fore me; his paternal advice, his paternal prayers flash- 
ed upon my soul; the eve of my mind dwelt upon the 
family I had deserted. Oh ! could they now behold me I 
Would they not be gratified? It hojjed they would; their 
])ity would have pained most exquisitely. Still my emo- 
tions were not of an ameliorating description; my heart was 
indurated, and, had I possessed the means, I should have 
proceeded in the path of destruction. At len^h I seemed 
awakened to a full sense of the horrors of my situation; my 
heart throbbed with anguish as I spontaneously exclaim- 
ed: Am I the son of such a man, the son of such pa^ 
rents? am I that pious youth so much, and by so many 
admired? am I the preacher, who at so early a period 
preached to others, drawing tears from the eyes of 
those who heard me? And ia it thus my journey to 
£nffland terminates? am I now alone, and unfriended, 
without an extricating hand to save me? Whither, ah ! 
whither shall I go, and what step is now to be taken? At 
this motnent, the voice of consolation vibrated upon my 
mental ear : * Imitate the prodigal of old, Arise, and go 
unto your Father; say, I have sinned against heaVen, and 
in thy sight, I am no longer worthy to be called thy son; 
but beseech Him, neverUieless, to receive you into his 
service.' This counsel proceecHng from a quarter, from 
which I had not for a long season heard, deeply afifect*' 
ed me, and bitterly did I weep, in the dread of that 
refusal, which, should I venture to follow the guidance 
of the monitor within I was, alas I but too certain of 
receivings. A thousand thoughts, like a swarm of in- 
sects, buzzed around me, but no thought gave me peace. 
How exquisite was the torture, which at this moment I 
sufifered. But the approach of evening roused me to a 
conviction of the necessity of moving; but whither should 
I go? that was the question. ' Suppose,' said my invi 
sible monitor, <you go to the tabernacle?' and, burst- 
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known mc? how dare I stand among the worslubpera of • 
that God, whom I have so grossly offended? Yet I will 
go; and, with slow and mournful steps, I walked for- 
ward. The congregation had assembled. I ontered, 
taking my stand under the gallery. I dared not raise 
my eyes; they were bathed m tears. Mr. Whitefield, 
in his usual, energetic n^ner, addressed his audience; but 
no sounds of consolation reached me. At last he said : ' But 
th^re may be, in some corner of this house a poor, de-^ 
spending, despairing soul,, who,* having sinned,, greatly 
sinned against God and against himself, majr be afraid 
to liil toward Heaven his guilty eye; he may, at this 
moment, be suffering the dreadful consequences of his 
wandering from the sources of true happiness; and pos- 
sibly he may apprehend he shall never be permitted to 
return ! If there be any one of this description present, 
1 have to inform such individual, that God is still his 
loving Father; that He says, return unto me, my poor, 
backsliding child, and I will heal your backslidings^ and 
love you freely. What message shall I return my Mas- 
ter from you, my poor, afflicted, wandering, weeping 
brother? shall I say, you are suitably penetrated by his 
gracious invitation, and that you would come with 
weeping^ and supplication; that you would fly with grat- 
itude, and prostrate yourself before Him^ were you 
not so much injured by yont wanderings; that you feel 
you are not able: and that you should blush to ask his 
assistance ? Is this your message ? poor, poor soul ! never 
fear, your gracious Father will shortly send you every 
needful aid.' All this was said to me; at least, to my 
wondering spirit, it thus appeared; and I seemed as if 
expiring, amid the mingling emotions of regret, apprehen- 
sion, and hope. 

I left the tabernacle under these potent impressions, 
and, crossing Moorfields, I was overtaken by one of my 
old religious connexions, who, regarding me with won 
der, said, ' Am I so happy to sec you, one of the many 
who were at the tabernacle this evening? ' My rep^ 
was indicative of the sorrow of iby heart. He proceeded 
to make m^ny remarks, until, in the moment of separa- 
tion, he said, < Well, my friend, perhaps, you will go, 
irom hence, into company where vou will forget all that 
you have this evening hef^'d.' My heart was very full; 
and from its abundance I said, ^o, never will I u^ain 
mingle in circles calculated to efface impressions, which 
I will cherish to the latest hour of my existence. Let 
tnese tears, these fast-falling tears, eviAee my sincerity ' 
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My friend rejmeed in the prospect of my returning to the 
path, from which I had wandered; but he rejoiced with 
flpar and trembling. He knew my connexions were nu- 
merous, and that my vivacity rendered me the life of 
those convivial circles, where I had so long figured. But 
the grace of God upheld me, anc^iever, from that mo- 
ment, did I unite with these assocflles, from which I was 
at first separated by necessity. 

I was now an insulated, being. I carefully avoided my 
former companions, and my religious connexions avoided 
me; thus I had now abundant leisure for reflection. 
Some- time elapsed, before the change, which had taken 
place^ reached the extremity of those circles, in which 1 
had^moved. Many who heard, lent no credence to a re- 
port, which they believed without foundation. The 
greater number of those laughter-loving beings^ who had 
attached themselves to me, never having imbibed any 
religious sentiments, had not learned the habits of my 
former life. Many individuals called upon me as usual, 
and found me a different mim, from him, whom they had 
been accustomed to see. A few suspecting the cause, 
sought to relieve my mind, by warm and liberal assurances 
of never<4*aiUng friendship; and they generously tendered 
the unlimited use of their purses! I made my acknowledg- 
ments; but assured them, tne whtAe world as a bribe, would 
be insufficient to lead me again into the paths of folly. I 
was not, I said, unhappy because I no longer possessed 
ability to run the career of error, certainly not; my infe- 
licity originated, from the consideration, tnat I had ever 
receded from the paths of peace. Some resented my re- 
marks as a tacit insuk upon themi»elves; others ridiculed 
me, and pronounced me under the influence of a strong 
delirium; and two or three, who stall loved me too well 
to separate themselves from me, were fbr a time, induced 
to reflect seriously npon their own situation : but these, 
also, shortly disappeared!; and, of the numerous triflers, 
with whom I had so many months fluttered, not a single 
loiterer remained; and most devoutly did I render thanks 
to Almighty God, for extricating me from such associates 
I boarded m the house of a very lively, vivacious m^n; 
indeed his whole family might have been denominated 
sons and daughters of mirth : This fact had been their 
principal recommendadon to me, but it now added to the 
burden of my mind. I made inquiry after another lodg 
ing, but, on contetnplating a removal, difficulties, to which 
I had not before recurred, stared me in the face. I was 
considerably in arreu's to my- host, and, as I must depart 
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in a different state of mind, from that which I was in, 
when I became his lodger, and which had impressed him 
in my favor; I could not expect he would be very kindly 
disposed toward me. I was indebted to others, and my 
distresses seemed hourly to accumulate. Both present 
and future support w^ alike beyond my reach, and it 
appeared to me, I haoBttained the climax of misery. I 
closed my door, I prostrated myself before the God who 
had created me, beseeching him to have mercy upon me: 
again my sad, my sorrowing heart, revisited the home 1 
had abandoned! stripped of its allurements, my mad pas- 
sion for travelling appeared in its native deformity; 
agonizing dread overtook me, and my terrified imagine 
tion pointed out, and anticipated, a thousand horrors. 
Many devices were suggested to my forlorn mind, and 
death itself was present^ as my last resort. But starting 
from an idea so mipious, Let me,* I exclaimed, at least 
avoid plunging into irremediable perdition. Thus I spent 
the day, and in the evening I attended the tabernacle. I 
considered myself, while there as the most destitute indi- 
vidual in the whole assembly. I generally occupied a 
remote corner, my arms were folded, my eyes cast down, 
and my tears flowing; indeed, my eyes were seldom dry, 
and my heart was always full; for, at this period of my 
£fe, I rarely tasted any thing like consolation. Coming 
out of the tabernacle, one evening, a serious young man 
thus accosted me: < Cheer up, thou weeping, sorrovnng 
soul — ^be of good cheer, thy God will save thee.' I caught 
his hand: God bless you, my dear sir, whoever you are! 
but you do not know to whom you are speaking. < Oh 
yes, I am speaking to a sinner, like myself. Pfo, no, I 
returned, the wide world does not contain so great a sin- 
ner as myself; for, in the face of an education, calculated 
to eradicate every evil propensity; and of precepts, and 
examples, drawn from our most holy religion, which 
ought to have rendered me a uniform servant of the 
Most High; I have mingled in circles, consisting of the 
idle, the dissipated, and the profane; I have run the 
career of foUy, and the anguish of my soul is a conse- 
quence of my manifold offences. The kind-hearted 
yoiAig man strove to pour into my wounds the oil and 
wine of consolation. We walked together, quite through 
Moorfields; at his request, I promis^ to meet him at the 
tabernacle the ensuins evening, and I was greatly impa- 
' tient for the appointed time. Passing Moorfields, agree- 
ably to mv engagements, I beheld a large congregation 
assembled to hear one of Mr. Wesley's preachers: I tar- 
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ried until I saw the preacher mount the stage, but what 
were my emotions, when I recognised him of whom I 
was so fond, in the house of Mr. Little, and who Arst in* 
troduced me as a public speaker. I hastily withdrew 
from the place, terrified, lest his eye should meet mine: 
but my soul was tortured by the comparison of what I 
was, when I first saw him, with %iy present situation. 
I was this evening much affected; indeed, it was impossi- 
ble for any child of sorrow to attend upon Mr. White* 
field, without feelings of the most impressive nature. I 
looked around for my companion of the past evening, 
but I saw him not; and I was pained by the disappoint- 
ment. On my departing from the tabernacle, however, 
he again took my hand, assuring me, he was glad to see 
me, and repeating a verse of a hymn: * We shall not al- 
ways make our moan,' &c. which hynm I had often san^, 
and of which I was vexy fond. I melted into tears; this 
man appeared to me as an angel of God, and most de- 
voutly did I bless the Father of my spirit, for sending me 
such a comforter. I was in haste to unbosom myself to 
him, to make him acquainted with the extent of my er- 
rors; but this was a subject, upon which he did not seem 
in haste to hear me. He, however, urged me to draw 
consolation from the promises of our God, which he pro- 
nounced all yea and amen, in the Redeemer: He also ex- 
pressed a wish to meet me, at the table of the Lord, upon 
the following Sunday : for this, my own heart ardently 
panted, and I engaged, if possible, to obtain a ticket of 
admittance. My concern for my very reprehensible ab- 
errations, as they affected my spiritual interests, so com- 
pletely occupied my mind, that I bad little leisure for re- 
flection upon my pecuniary embarrassments, yet my cir- 
cumstances were truly deplorable. I was in debt, with- 
out the means of making payment, nor had I any pros- 
pect of future support. I Hi gHynf^d to ask charity, and 
the business, of which I had obtaine<l a superficial knowl 
edge in Ireland, was not encouraged in London. The 
friend, whom I first saw at the tabernacle, had continued 
a vigilant observer of my conduct; he had frequently 
visited me, and my eyes convinced him I was no longer 
the gay, inconsiderate wanderer, but truly a man of sor- 
row. Compassionating my sufferings, he invited me to 
his pleasant home, and, in a voice of friendship, request- 
ed 1 would pour into his bosom all my griefs. I did so, 
and his resolution was instantly taken. To my great con- 
solation, he engaged to procure me, immediately, another 
lodging, to make my present landlord easy, and to pro- 
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eiure for me, if I was willing, the meami of future sup 
poi^t; aad this, without rendering me dependent, except 
vupon my own regular efforts, and the Being, who had 
called me into eziatence. Let the feeling heart judge of 
the indescribable transports, which this eoiwergatian orig- 
inated in my soul. Gratitude swelled in my bosom; I 
experienced all its sw%et enthusiasm; and hardly could I 
control my impatience, for the execution 'Of a plan, in 
ereiy view so desirable. The lodging was immediately 
obtained; it was at the house of an old lady, in Bishop* 
gate's street, where was appropriated solely to my use, 
a neat, and well furnished apartment. The succeeding 
morning, this benevolent gentleman attended me to my 
late lodging, when, inquiring the amount of my debt, I 
was answered, * Not a penny.' I stood amazed. ' No,' 
said my good*natured host, ' not a penny.' But pray 
what is the matter, where have you been, where are you 

going? O! dear, O! dear, these abominable Methodists 
ave spoiled as clever a fellow, as ever broke bread; I 
suppose you think we are not good enough ftME* you, and 
so you wish to leave us.' I was greatly affected. £x« 
cuse me sir; I do not believe myself a whit better than 
you; but, sir, I am afraid of myself. ' Ah! you have no 
occasion: I am sorry you are going, upon my soul I am. 
ITou ought to stay and convert me.' Ah ! sir> it is God, 
who must convert both you, and me. We shed tears at 
parting! but our tears flowed from a different source. 
He wept, that he should no more be amused with the 
whim and frolic of a gay young man; I, that I had ever 
sojourned in his house. I was, however, suitably im- 
pressec? by his kindness, although our intercourse from 
this moment entirely ceased. The following week, I 
obtained a situation, as one of the aids to an inspector of 
a broadcloth manufactory; I was glad to obtain employ- 
ment at any rate. Yet it is a fact, I was never designed 
for a man of business. Nor was I fully satisfied with my 
associates; they were not in my way, and they, therefore, 
made me a subject of ridicule; this, to weak minds, is 
perhaps a species of persecution, of ail others the most 
difficult to endure, i certainly suffered much from it; 
but, if I could obtain no satisfaction with them, I had the 
more whenever I left them, which was upon the eveninc 
of every day, and the whole of Sunday. I was delighted 
by the consideration, that I was living by mv own exer- 
tions, and in a way to discharge debts, which were a 
heavy burden upon m v mind. 1 lived frugally, retrenching 
«very superfluity, and uniformly denying myself all, but 
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the absolute necessaries of life; and I had very soon tke 
ibiioity of knowings that I had no longer a creditor. l*his 
complete exoneration was followed by a newly revived 
and ecstatic hope, of being again admitted to my Father's 
house, fron^ which, I once feared, I was eternally ex 
eluded: And I deemed mysielf happy , beyond expression 
happy, upon comparing myself with those, among whom 
I was compelled to live; who were posting, without con 
cern, in what I deemed the road to ruin, which I had, by 
divine favor, been mercifully drawn; my bosom swelled 
with the most delightful sensations, while I frequently 
exclaimed, Lord, why me? Why take me, and leave 
these poor, unfortunate beings to perish in a state of sin, 
and misery? But such was the sovereign will and plea- 
sure of my God; he would have mercy, on whom he 
would have mercy, and whom he would be hardened. 
Sometimes, indeed, my soul was sick with doubt atid 
apprehension. When engaged in the work of self-exam- 
ination, one evil propensity, after another, which I had 
believed dead, seemed to revive in my bosom: I feared, 
that my faith was all fancy; and that the hope, which T 
encouraged, was the hope of the hypocrite, which would 
be as the giving up of the ghost. Upon these occasions, 
I experienced unutterable anguish, and my days and 
nights were, with very little intermission, devoted to sor- 
row. The distress, I so evidently suffered, endeared me 
to my new religious connexions; every one of whom en- 
deavored to administer consolation, encouraging me to 
cherish hope, from the consideration of my despair ! My 
life was now more active than it had ever been, and my 
connexions more numerous. I was much occupied by 
business, yet my hours of devotion were sacred; J rose at 
four o'clock, in summer and winter. My meals con- 
sumed but a small portion oftime. The moments, thus 
passed by others, were, by me, devoted to private prayer. 
My evenings were passed at the tabernacle, and, when 
Mr. Whitefield preached, my soul was transported. I 
returned home exceedingly refreshed, and prostrated my- 
self at the footstool of my Maker, I acknowledged with 
gratitude the tender mercies of my Redeemer, who had 
graciously separated me from those, who were murdering 
their time, and their precious souls; and my thanksgiv- 
ings were reiterated to that God, who had mercifully res- 
cued me from enormities so prodigious. Thus rolled ou 
the week, until Sunday; to me, indeed, a holy day, and 
one to which I looked forward with the most delightful 
anticipations. Upon this morning, I arose even earlier 
8 
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than usual: attending either at the tabernacle, or at ths 
chapel, in Tottenham-court, at which places the comim*- 
nion was alternately given, every Sunday morning. 

- Great numbers attended upon these occasions, who were 
not regular tabernacle worshippers; obtaining a ticket of 
admittance, they took their seats. It appeared to me, 

i, like a prelibation of heaven. The £lect of God, from 
every denomination, assembled round the table of the 
Lord; a word of consolation was always given, .and aa 
evangelical hymn most delightfully sung. These Sun- 
day mornings were, indeed, ffolden opportunities: my 
doubts were generally removed, and I cam^s home in rap- 
tures. It was in such a peacefully religious frame of 
mind as this, that I was passing from the tabernacle, on a 
fine summer's morning, deriving hiffh satisfaction from the 
consideration, that I loved the' brethren. I know, said I, 
internally, that I have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause I love the brethren. It is true, I felt a very strong 
affection for those, with whom I had communed in the 
tabernacle; but passing over Moorfields, I saw a crowd 
of people, collected under the shade of a large tree. I 
inquired of a passenger, what occasioned the assembling 
of such a multitude; and I was informed, one of James 
Kelly's preachers was disseminating his damnable doo- 
trines to the infatuated people I My soul kindled with in- 
dignation; and, from the abundance of an heart, over- 
flowing with religious zeal, I could not forbear exclaim- 
ing: Merciful G^\ How is it, that thou wilt suffer this 
Demon thus to proceed? are not mankind naturally bad 
enough, but must these wretches be suffered to give pul>- 
licity to tenets, so pernicious, so destructive? thus, in the 
name of God, doing the work of the Devil.* At this 
period, I should have considered myself highlv favored, 
to have been made an instrument, in the hand of God, 
for taking the life of a man whom I had never heard, nor 
even seen; and, in destroying him, I should have nothing 
doubted, that I had rendered essential service, both to 
the Creator and the created. I did not then know, how 

« In thii description of hit feelings, the author hu left on record 
that which ought to aerre aa a mild reproof to thoae who are prone to 
condemn, unheard, both the doctrine aod advocates of Universaliam. 
It should have the effect to lead all ingenious inouirers to examine, 
with great care, and much faithfulness, their own hearts, to see ' what 
manner of spirit they are of; 'and should this be done, it would be 
ascertained, that opposition to the doctrine of impartial grace, arises 
not so much from the discovery of any thing bad in the sentiment it- 
self, aa from that pride and haughtiness, which, alas ! are quite too 
prevalent in the world. 
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much I was leavened with the leaven of the Pharises: 
and that, notwithstanding my assurance of having passed 
from death unto life, in consequence of loving the breth- 
ren, this boasted love extended to^ none, but those of my 
own persuasion.* I always returned from the tabernacle, 
with my heart filled with religious zeal. The intermis- 
sion of public worship was always appropriated to pri- 
vate devotion; in a word, all my devotional habits were 
restored, and my Sundays were an exact transcript of 
those, which I had passed in the family of my father. 
The Sundays j upon which I took my seat at the commu- 
nion table, in the chapel, were more abundantly fatigue - 
4ng. The chapel was some miles from my lodgings; but 
I never absented myself, either summer or winter, and I 
{preatly exulted when I was the first, who appeared with- 
m its consecrated walls. The more I suffered in reach- 
ing this place, the more I enjoyed when there; and often, 
wnile passing the streets of London, in the midst of rain 
or snow, my heart has swelled with transport, in the 
thought, that I was going to Heaven by means of these 
difficulties, and trials; wnile the many, who were then 
sleeping, were suspended over the pit of destruction, into 
which they must one day fall, to rise again no more for- 
ever. And why. Oh ! why, I used to repeat, am I snatch* 
eil, as a brand from the burning; why am I, an offender 
aji^ainst light, against precept, and example, made a bless- 
eil heir of Heaven, while far the greater part of my 
s))ecies are consigned to endless misery? There were a 
number of young people, of both sexes, who, having as- 
sembled from a great distance, could not return home 
after service, in season for breakfast. One of the society 
kept a house near the chapel, where individuals thus cir 
cumstanced were accommodated. There we often col 
lected, and our opportunities were delightful. Being re- 
markable for a humble demeanor, I was, on this account, 
much noticed and caressed; and I rarely quitted the as* 
sembly without a heart overflowing with love, and grati- 
tude, toward God, and His dear children. I was not 
confined to any particular place of worship; I was accus- 
tomed to present myself, at the stated times, in various 
eongregations; wherever I heard of a great man, I made 

* To the discredit of Christianity, its professors ure, aa our author 
was before his conversion, by far too much disposed to confine their 
love to the few with whom they associate. This spirit of the Pharisee, 
cannot be too strongly disapprobated; for it stanas direct in opposi 
tion to the genius and spirit of that gos[>el which comprises a full e& 
pcession of the love of God for all mankind. En. 
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a point of attending upon his labors. Among the many 

5 laces of public worship, to which I resorted, there was a 
taptist meeting, where I obtained great satisfaction. 
The minister was a warm, animated preacher, and the 
people unconunonly serious. To this nouse many of the 
tabernacle adherents resorted; for, at this time, there y/u 
no service at that place, except in the morning, and eve- 
ning. In a vestry, attached to the Baptist meeting, many 
of the congregation met, before the commencement of 
divine service and some of them alternately sang and 
prayed. By those persons, I was received with great 
tdndness; this affected me exceedingly; and perceiving 
that it did, they loved me yet more tor the value I evi- 
dently set upon their affection, till at length, I became an 
object of general attention. United plans were laid to 
draw me out, and I had pressing invitations to their re- 
ligious societies, and afterward to 'their houses. The 
minister distinguished me; solicited me to visit him; and 
delighted to speak peace to me, both publicly, and private- 
ly. I was entreated to pray in the society, which, as a 
timid, and unpatroniaed stranger, I had so recently 
entered! I c<»nplied, and eveiy one seemed affect- 
ed; I myself was greatly moved, deeply penetrated 
by reflection, upon what I had been, and what 1 then was, 
and my soul was transported by the consideration, that I 
was re-admitted into the society of the people of God. 
My presence was now anxiously expected in the congr&* 
gation, and at the houses of many individuals; I was 
marked by those, who attended at the tabernacle, and 
many other places of worship; and I was so much caress« 
ed, by serious people of sundjj persuasions, that when I 
have been asked, what denomination I was of, I have re* 

Flied, an independent Baptist, Methodist, Churchman, 
hardly knew which of those I liked best, or loved most; 
and Mr. Whitefield, upon whom they all occasionally at< 
tended, strove, both by precept and example, to convince 
us, that a difference, respecting non-essentials, was utter- 
ly inconsistent with the Christian character. ' 

Among the many, who extended to me the hand of 
amity, was a merchant, who never appeared so happy, 
as when conversing with me: he received roe into nis 
house, and employed me in nis counting room; here I 
fancied my circumstances improved, but 1 was deceived. 
This gentleman was a mere superficial professor of relig- 
ion', which, when I discovered, I determined to return to 
my former situation. I had paid all my debts; I was 
easy, and occasionally happy, and I allowed myself 
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many tittle iadulgencie^, whieh, while m debtor, I ikwM 
have beUeved criminal. 

The leaving my new patron gave me, however, some 
pain; he had a very high opinion of me, although I eould 
not reciprocate his esteem. He was ambitious of obtain* 
ing a name in the Church, and, for this purpose, he con-' 
templated the observance of morning ana evening prayer 
in his family; but, not being an early riser, he was at a 
k>ss to know how to reconcile his devotions with hia 
business. At last he said: 'You, my friend, are accus- 
tomed to perform the honors of my table. If you prolong 
your grace at breakfast, it will answer for morning pray- 
er!' Greatly shocked, and completely disgusted my de- 
termination to quit him was confirmed. I was still very 
communicative, and, consequently, the reason of my 
departure was generally known; so that my once warm 
firiend was, as may be supposed^ converted into a bitter 
enemy. I was, however, rather commended than cen8ur-» 
ed, while the conduct of the man of business excited 
general contempt. This Ratified me ! alas, the piety of 
niis world is based on oride ! I now became as far as I 
was known, an object or attention in every place, where 
vital religion, as it was phrased, obtained its votaries. 
Mr. Romasne, M. Jones, and many other clerf^ymen, 
distinguished me. Hints were thrown out respecting my 
once more coming forward as a public teacher; but 
against this I was determined. I was astonished, that I 
had ever dared to venture upon so responsible an assump- 
tion i As the eternal well bemg of the many was supposed 
to rest with the preacher, an error in judgment would 
consequently be ratal to his hearers; and, as I had now 
learned that I was not perfect in knowledge, I could not 
be assured, I should not lead the people astray; in which 
tremendous event they would, to all eternity, be imprecat- 
ing curses on my head. Considerations of such magni- 
tude were sufficient to seal my lips; but I was character- 
ized as a pattern of piety, and m^ experiences were 
irreedily sought, by individuals of various denominations. 
There was a society, belonging to a Baptist meeting., 
near Good Man's fields, which met statedly at each other's 
houses once every week; this was the society, in which I 
was most admired, and to which, of course, I was the 
most attached. In thb society there were individuals, 
who, like myself, were tabernacle worshippers, but 
who attended this meeting, when there was no service 
there. I had surrendered up my whole soul to those 
religious exercises, wUch the several societies, to 
8* 
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HdHdl^ I iMid all«clMd myself, demaiid^l. My plan vai 
to devote myself wholly to my God, to the advancement 
of my. spiritual interest, to considerations pertaining to 
the kingdom of heaven. Wedded life, a family, these 
made no part of my plan; I was persuaded, I should pass 
my life in celibacy; and, had monastic seclusion consisted 
with Protestantism, I should gladly have embraced its 
retirement, with its- duties. In the society, collected near 
Good Man's fields, there was a young gentleman remark- 
aUe for the sanctity of his manners; we were strongly, 
and mutually attacMd to each other. Many, very many 
happy hours did we pass together. During the winter, 
we were constantly at the tabernacle before day. AVe 
narrated to each other our experiences; we prayed, we 
wept, we joyed, and sorrowed together; ana, with un- 
feigned affection, we loved one another. I questioned 
him tespecting his connexions, when he informed me, 
that his parents had died in his infancy; that he had been 
brought up by his grandfather, who was a venr profligate 
old gentleman, and abhorred the very name of Whitefield! 
But, he added, that, through the mercy of God, he was 
not entirely alone. He had a sister with him in the 
family, reared also by his grand parent, who was a good, 
and eracious girl; that tli^ir nights were frequently de- 
voted to prayer; but that they <mred not let their grand- 
father know they had ever been seen at the tabernacle, 
or in any of those societies, from which they derived their 
chief happiness. Indeed, he observed, his sister seldom 
ventured out; but he had made such representations of 
me, that she had desired him to let her know, when I 
should again meet the Baptist society, and she would 
make a point of being there; and, I request you, said he, 
my dear sir, to be at the society next Sunday ev.ening» 
and shQ will most unquestionably be t)iere. 1 cannot say, 
I had any curiosity respecting this young lady; but Sun- 
day night came, I was expected, and the great room was 
filled previous to my arrival. I entered, every one rose 
at my entrance, and I felt dignifiedly pious, seriously 
happy. My young friend approached, and told me, in a 
whisper, his sister would have been greatly disappointed, 
had any thing detained me that evening. On my entrance 
I had glanc(3 at a young lady, extremely beautiful, who 
appeared attired by the hand of elegance; it was with 
diSiculty I could take my eyes from her ! I was confound- 
ed. I changed my seat, that I might not behold her, and, 
when thus addressed by Mr. Neale, I responded by asking 
where his sister was seated, when he Dointea to the 



fafljcinatiiiif figure, who htid so impoBiii^ ttHtracted mf 
attention. ^That young lady, sir, is Miss Neale^-^my 
sister; she has long wished for an opportunity of seeing 
you; I am happy that she is now gratified.' An intrcH 
duction was in course; I liad much to say through the 
evening, and my friend deelftred I had never spoken bets' 
ter. 1 addressea the throne of graee; my own hearts wa« 
softened, and the hearts of my audience were softened 
also. I returned home, but the beauteous image of the 
sister of my friend accompanied me I t could not for a 
moment exclude the lovely intruder from my imagination. 
I was alarmed; I wept, I prayed, but every effort was 
fruitless; the more I strove to forget her, the more she 
was remembered. I was impatient to behold her again, 
yet I most devoutly wished we had never met. iwas 
convinced my peace^ my happiness Were forever fled! 
This was tnily astonishing; I had recently been So pos- 
itive, that the combined sex did not possess the power to 
engage my attention for a single momenti Some time 
elap^, during which the captivating engrcwlscr of my 
heart never relinquished, no, not for a single instant^ that 
entire possession, which she had taken of my itnagina-* 
tion; when, after an evening lecture^ while the eongrega 
tion were quitting the meetmg^house, a lady, who kept a 
boardingHschool ror young ladies, requested I Would pass 
the next evening at her house, as her young people were 
to collect their friends, and she wished some one to Intro* 
duce religious conversation. I had no inclinati<HX to 
accept this invitation, and i accordingly made my excuses: 
but the ffood ladv continued to press me, and added, I 
expect Miss Neaie will be of the party. Of this impo»* 
ing article of intelligence, I experienced the full force; 
but I endeavored to disguise my emotions; and, the 
request being once more repeated, I consented, and re* 
turned home, notwithstanding all my resolutions, trans- 
ported with the prospect of once more beholding the dear 
object of my admiration. That I was now become a real 
lover, there could be no doubt. I was early at the place 
appointed, and my enraptured heart dsinced with joy, 
when I once more beheld the triumphant fkir one; I wa«i 
happy to observe, that she regarded me with marked 
attention, but her predilection was rather for the Christian, 
than the man. I was, however, beyond expression 
elated, and my conversation partook of the elevation of 
my soul. The evening was nothing; it was gone, ere I 
was sensible it had well commenced. Eliza, for that 
Ufas'hqr faseinatifig nsmci arose to take leav6; I wiU 



greatly chagriaed, I had calculated upon attending her 
Some, but a confidential friend had been sent to take 
charge of her. 1 Tentured» however, to expreaa a hopa, 
that i should see her at Mrs. Allen's, a fnend„ warmly 
attached to us both, on the following Wednesday evening. 
She modestly replied, she would endeavor to be there; 
and in the interim, 1 souj^^ht to learn if she were disen- 
gaged, but I could obtain no satisfactory information. 
The appointed evening was passed most delightfully, at 
Mrs. Allen's; I had the felicity of attending the young 
lady home, and the temerity to ask such questions, as 
extorted an acknowledgment, that she was not engaged. 
With trembling eagerness, I then ventured to propose 
myself as a candi<uite for her favor 'Alas! sir,' she 
replied, < you have formed too high an opinion of my 
character; I trust you will meet a person much more 
deserving of you, than I can pretend to be.' I re-urged 
my suit, with all the fervor, which youth, and an irre- 
pressible passion could furnish. Her answer is indelibly 
engraved upon the tablets of my memory. < You, and I, 
sir, profess to believe in an overruling Providence, we 
have both access to the throne of our heavenly Father. 
Let us, sir, unbosom ourselves to our God; I shall, I do 
assure you; so, I am persuaded, will you; and if, after 
we have thus done, we obtain the sanction of the Most 
High, I trust I shall be resigned.' We had now reached 
her habitation, the threshora of which, no professed fol- 
lower of Whitefield was ever allowed to pass. I suppli 
cated for permission to write to her, and in the full confi- 
dence of cnristian amity, she acceded to the prayer of my 
petition. From this period, no week passed, during 
which we did not excnange letters, and the pages, we 
filled, might have been submitted to the most rigid inspec- 
tion. Mrs. Allen was our confidant, and every letter, 
which passed between us, was put into the hand of this 
discreet matron, vfithavt a seeU, At the house of this 
lady we had frequent interviews, but never without 
witnesses, and our time was passed in sinking hymns, 
and in devout prayer. I now believed myself the happiest 
bein^ in creation; I was certain of possessing a most 
inestimable treasure; and although the grandfather of my 
£liza, upon whom rested her whole dependence, never 
saw me; and, if he had, never would have sanctioned 
our union, we cherished that hope, which so generally 
proves fallacious. The dear girl requested me to seek, 
and obtain the explicit approl^tion of her Inrother, that 
she might at least insure his countenance; and upon mj 
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apldication to hun, he unheBitatlngly replied: < I conuder, 
dear sir, my sUter as highly honored by your proposals.' 
But, sir, have we your consent? ' Undoubtedly, sir, and 
with my whole heart.' This was sufficient, and I was 
completely happy. But, Alas! < never did the course of 
true love run smooth.' We were on the verge of a most 
distressing calamity : this brother, in whom we had repos- ' 
ed unlimited confidence, became my inveterate foe, and 
writing an anonymous letter to his grandfather, he repre- 
sented me as a fortune-hunter, who was seeking to obtain 
the heart of his grand-daughter, for the purpose of 
making a prey of her property! This letter produced 
the desired effect; the old gentleman was extremely 
irritated, and, sending for Eliza, he put the letter into 
her hand, and sternly asked her if she had entered into 
any engagement with a person by the name of Murray? 
when, receiving an answer in the affirmative, he gave 
full credit to ail the rest, and being a man of violent 
passions, he threatened her with the loss of his favor, if 
she did not immediately promise to renounce me forever. 
He was well apprized, if he could obtain her promise, he 
had nothing further to apprehend. The firm, self-collect- 
ed girl, implored his pardon, if she did not yield credence 
to the slanders, contained in the despicable scrawl he had 
placed in her hand; she besought him to see me, to con- 
verse with me; promising, that if^ upon a personal 
acquaintance, he continued to disapprove, she would 
endeavor to bend her mind to an acquiescence with his 
will. Her grandfather was inexorable; he would admit 
no conditions; and ultimately assured the youns lad^r, if 
she did not relin<}uish every thought of me, she misht 
give up all idea oi ever receiving a single penny of his 

Sroperty. He granted her three days for delilieration, 
urinff which period, she was to consider herself a prison- 
er. Of this unexpeolpd event, I speedily gained intelli- 
fence, and my soul was torn by apprehension. To Eliza 
could*have no acce^^, and even the intercourse, by letter, 
was suspended ! In this state of agonizing suspense, I 
remained, until, through the instrumentality of the 
chambermaid, a letter was brought to Mrs. Allen for me, 
which letter, while it gave a most affecting detail of her 
sufferings, contained the fullest assurance of her unbroken 
faith, and steadfastness. She recommended it to me, to 
apply to the same Source, from whence she herself had ^ 
derived consolation; to the Almighty Father of our spirits, 
who held in His hands all hearts; and, she added, that 
no power, short of Onmipot^ice, should ever prevail 
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upon her to give her hand unaocompanied by her heart* 
and that, in a few hours, she should be so circumstancea 
as to prove the sincerity of my affection, for she wag 
speedily to render her final answer to her grandfather. 
She hoped for divine support, during the arduous trial, to 
which she was called to submit; and she most earnestly 
solicited my prayers in her behalf. A second letter was 
soon handed me, giving an account of the second inter- 
view. 'Well, my dear child, said the old gentleman, 
' what am 1 to expect? am I to lose my daughter, the 
comfort of my declining life? Or will you have compas- 
sion upon my old affe, and relinquish this interested, 
designing man?' < I^ my dear sir i had any reasons for 
supposing the person^ of whom you speak, such as you 
believe him, toe reUnquishment, which you require, 
would not cost an effort; but, sir, Mr. Murray is an 
honest man, he has a sincere affection for me, I have 
given him reason to hope, and until 1 am convinced he is 
unworthy of mv esteem, I cannot consent to treat him at 
if he were.' Here the passions of th^ old gentleman 
began to rise, when the dear girl besouffht him to be calm, 
assuring him it was neither her wish, nor intention to 
leave him; nay more, she would pledge her word never 
to leaye him, while she could have the felicity of attend- 
ing upon him, if he would not insist u]H>n her violating 
her iaith, tacitly given to me. But this would not do; 
she must abandon her lover or her fortune; and finding 
her determined, he arose from his chair, and seizing his 
will, in which he had bequeathed her one thousand 
pounds sterling, he furiously flung it into the flames, 
immediately causinc another will to be written, in which 
he gave to her brother, the portion designed for her; and 
thus did this young incendiary obtain the object, for 
which he had labored, and to which he had most nefari- 
ously, and darkly, ffroped his isay. I had now the 
felici^ of learning, that my Eliza had a stronger value 
for me, than for her patrimony: and^he observed to her 
grandfather, that he bad fumisned her with an opportu- 
ity of proving the sincerity of my attachment. ^ If,' 'said 
she, ' his views are such, as you have been taught to 
believe, he will shortly relinquish nfe, and thus have f, 
most opportunely, obtained a criterion.' Never did 1 
receive a piece of intelligence productive of so much 
heart-felt pleasure, as the certainty of that potent pre- 
possession, which could thus enable her, whom I esteem- 
ed the most perfect of human beings, to surrender up, 
without a sigh, the gifls of fortune. Words cannot de- ' 
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fioeatei how greatly I conceived myself enriched, hy thia 
blissful assurance* Still I met the brother of Eliza, at 
the tabernacle, and occasionally at private societies, and 
still he wore the semblance of amity. Previous to this 
eventy the elder Mr. Neale, who was always my friend, 
had become the head of a family; during a few weeks, 
we continued in that condition when my invidious calum- 
niator requested me, by a written message, to give him a 
meeting at the house of his aunt, a lady who resided next 
door to his grandfather.^ I obeyed the sunmions, when, 
to my great astonishment, he informed me, it was his 
sister's wish, I would think of her no more; that there 
were many young ladies, with whom I might form a 
connexion, abundantly more advantageous; and that for 
herself, she was weary of contending with her grandfather. 
During the whole of this studied harangue, the torture of 
my soul was scarcely to be endured. After a most dis- 
tressing pause, I tremblingly interrogated: Tell me, sir, 
has Miss Neale really empowered you to act in her 
behalf? * If you doubt it, here is a letter, written, with 
her own hand, furnished me upon a presumption, that I 
might not obtain a speedy opportunity of seeing you;' 
and he put the letter into my hand. Mr. Neale knew not, 
that I was in possession of many of his sister's letters; 
he knew not, that she had ever written to me; if he hadj 
he would hardW have exhibited this scmwl, as hers. 
The anguish of my soul was no more; vet I assayed to 
conceal my emotions, and contented myself with solemnly 
declaring, that it was onlf from~ the lips of Miss Neale I 
would accept my dismission. * You may,' said he, ' rest 
assured, you will never, with her own consent, again see 
that young lady.' Thus spake, thus acted the man, 
whom, the very next morning, I met at Mr. Whitefield's 
communion. Leaving Mr. Neale, I returned to my 
lodgings, sat down and related to Eliza the whole busi- 
ness, enclosing the letter I had received as hers. The 
ensuing day gave me an assurance, under her own hand, 
that the whole procedure was unknovm to her; request* 
ing, that I would remain perfectlv easy; that I would 
keep my mind entirely to myself, making application 
only to the wonderful Counsellor, and resting in full 
assurance of her fidelity. This was enough, and my full 
soul rejoiced in the consolation, tlfUs seasonably afforded 
me. Mr. Neale, supposing his arts had succeeded, 
brouffht forward proposals in favor of a gentleman, edu- 
cated by his grandfather, who had long loved my Eliza; 
but who, JMurful of a rejection, had not disclosed his 
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jMttunoo. CjBnHnoii fame iwbn wafted to my ear the 
report of these new pretensioDB; the gentleman was, in 
every respect, my superior, and he was declared a suc- 
cessful rival. I met the object of my souPs affection at 
' Mrs. Allen's; I communicated the lacerating intelligencs 

V I had received; she smiled, tacitly assured me I hiul not 
f much to apprehend, and aocording to custom, added, Let 

V US improve our opportunity in tlM best possiUe manner, 
let us devote it to prayer, and to praise. Thus revolved 
days, weeks, and months; hoping, and fearinff, joying, 
and sorrowing, while my gentle, my anuable friend, 
painfully reciprocated evory anxiety. It was supposed, 
by her connexions, that she had relinquished her purpose 
in my favor, and a succession of advantageous proposal! 
were brought forward, all of which she decisively rejected. 
Once a week, she was permitted to visit, when she never 
forgot to call upon Mrs. Allen. She also allowed me to 
attend her every Sunday morning before day during the 
winter; and I considered myself supremely happy, in the 

Eriviiege of presenting myself at her dwelling, on those 
oly days, by four o'clock, waiting her appearance; and 
often have I been eyed with susnicion by the watch, and, 
in fact, I was once taken up. Neither storms nor tem- 
pests arrested my steps; and sometimes I have tarried, 
until the dawning day compelled me to retire, when I 
was obliged to pass on, iii melancholy solitude, to the 
tabernacle. Yet, between love and devotion, I was a 
very happy, very disconsolate being. I richly enjoyed 
the pleasures of anticipation, which are generally believed 
to exceed possession; yet- my own experience is very far 
from acknowledf^ing the justice of this hypothesis. I 
continued in this state more than a year; snatching 
enjoyments when I could, and placing confidence in 
futurity. In the course of this year, my insidious, al^ 
though still professing friend, married a lady of some 
property — two thousand pounds sterling; his grandfather 
adding two thousand more, one of which he had designed 
as provision for his grand-daughter; and, strange as it 
may appear, this angelgir] uttered not, upon this occasion, 
a single reproach ! The new alliance strengthened the 
family interest against me; tbe lady, without knowing 
me, was my inveterate foe. It was about this time dis- 
covered, that the attachment of £liza remained in fuU 
force. Her: grandfather imagined, that we cherished 
hope . of a change in his sentiments, or that we should 
ultimately, at least in the event of his death, come into 
possession of some part of his property; aj|d, that he 
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viigiit eflSBCtaafly crush every expectatioii, he so magged, 
as to put his most valuable possessions out of his own pow- 
er. The period at length arrived, which completed the 
minority of my tender friend; it was upon the eighteenth 
day of May, and this day, the elder Mr. Neale, who, as 
has been observed, had still continued my fast friend, 
determined to render a gala, by passing it with me in the 
country. With the early dawn we conmienced our little 
excursion, when we beheld, at a distance, a young lady 
with a small parcel in her hand; we approached her, 
and, to our great astonishment, recognised, in this young 
lady, the sister of my friend, the precious object of my 
most ardent love. Upon that memorable morning she 
had quitted the house of her grandfather, and all she 
possessed, that had been his, leaving upon her writing 
desk a letter, which lay there, until the family, alarmed 
at her nqt making her appearance at the breakfast table, 
entered her apartment, whence the lovely sufferer had so 
recently flown. The letter furnished an explanation; 
it was addressed to her grandfather, and it informed him, 
that the writer would ever acknowledge unreturnable 
obligations, for the many favors he had conferred upon 
her; that, if she could have been indulged with her wish 
of living with him, she should have been content; but, 
as the solicitatiops to enter into matrimonial engagements, 
by which sfie was persecuted, were unceasing, she was 
convinced she sihoukl not he allowed to give this testi- 
mony of her filial attachment; and being now of age, she 
begged leave to* deliver ap the keys, the eum6 of money, 
with which she bad been entrusted, and whatever else 
had pertained to her grand&ther; adding an assurance, 
that she should no more r^um. Her brother WilUam 
immediately conducted her to his house, whither I attended 
them, and wheve, by her positive orders, we were oblig- 
ed to leave her. Agreeamy to her request, we proceeded 
4Ui our proposed walk, and we learned on our return, 
that repealed messengers had been dispatched by her 
grsindfHtJ^er, soliciting her again to become an inmate in 
his house, and that the lady of her youngest brother had 
i>een commissioned for this purpose; but that every 
entreaty had proved ineffectual. For me, fondly flatter- 
ing myself, that 1 should immediately exchange my vows 
with my amiable, my afiianoed friend, at the altar of our 
God, I was superlatively happy; but again my high 
wrought expectations proved fallacious. This strong- 
minded woman was a votary of propriety, and she was 
deteFmined it should not appear, that she had quitted a 
9 
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parent, for the purpose of thi-owing herself into the arms 
of a husband. She had bid adieu to the paternal roof, 
because she could not, while there^ be allowed the exer- 
cise of her own judgment; because measures were taking 
to compel her to marry a man, she could never approve. 
Her eldest brother, her beloved William, she was confi- 
dent would patronize, and protect her; and her needle 
was a resource, from which she could always derive a 
competency. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The ^Author becomes a hapoy hushand, a happy fa- 
ther. He embraces ' the truth at it is in Jesus^^ and 
from this, and other combining causes, he is involved in 
Ip-eat difficulties. Death deprives him of his wedded 
friend, and of his infant son, and he is overtaken by a «e- 
ries of calamities. 

Hail ! wedded lore ! connubial friendship, hail ! 
Based on esteem, — if love supplies the gale, 
Borne on life's stream we cut our beam^ way, 
On smooth seas wafted to the realms of day. 

After six tedious months, from the morning of my Eliza's 
departure from the mansion of her grandfauier, had com- 
pleted their tardy round, yielding to my unremitted int- 
portunities she consented to accompany me to the altar. 
We were attended by William, and his lady, with our 
dear Mrs. Allen; and I received, from the hands of our 
very dear brother, an inestimable treasure, which consti- 
tuted me in my own estimatiqp, the happiest cf human 
beings. As I had no house prepared, I gratefully accept- 
ed the kindness of this beloved brother, who invited us 
to tarry with him, until we could accommodate ourselves; 
and, if I except one unhappy misunderstanding, which 
took place soon after our marriage, no wedded pair were 
ever blessed with more unbroken felicity. The disagree- 
ment, to which I advert, would not have continued so 
long, but for the instigations of our brother William, 
-who insisted upon my supporting what he called my 
dignity, which, as he said, could only be maintained by 
the submission of my wife. The quarrel, like the quar* 
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T^h of most married people, originated' ia a mere trifle; 
but the question was, who should make the first 
conciliatory advances. For two whole days we did not 
exchange a single word!! William still imposingly 
urging me, never to surrender my prerogative ! At length, 
unable *n endure such a state of wretchedness, I told 
Willitun, I would not live another hour in such a situa- 
tion; he only ridiculed me ^r my folly, and bid me take 
the consequence. I, however, entered the chamber of 
my wife, and, extending my hand, most affectionately said. 
My soul's best treasure, let us no longer continue this 
state of mournful estrangement ^ for the world I would 
not thus live another day. Why, my love, our sorrows 
wilt arise from a thousand sources; let us not render 
each other miserable. The dear girl burst into tears, 
and throwing her faithful arms around me, sobbed upon 
my bosom, with difficulty articulating, ' O ! my precious 
friend, you have, as you always will have, the superi- 
ority. God for ever bless my faithful, my condescend- 
ing husband.' From this moment we bade adieu to dis- 
sension of every description, successfully cultivating 
that harmony of disposition and augmenting confidence, 
which cannot fail of insuring domestic felicity. We soon 
removed to a house of our own, and there, as I believe, 
enjoyed as much of happiness, as ever fell to the lot of 
humanity. Yet, although thus satisfied with each other, 
there were sources of inquietude, which created us some 
distress. I had heard much of Mr. Relly; he was a 
conscientious, and zealous preacher, in the city of Lon- 
don. He had, through many revolving years, continued 
faithful to the ministry committed to him, and he was 
the theme of every religious sect. He appeared, as he 
was represented to me,liigh]y erroneous; and my indig- 
nation against him, as has already been seen, was very 
strong. I had frequently been solicited to hear him, 
merely that I mi^ht be an Qar witness of what was term* 
ed his blaspkemtes; but, I arrogantly said, I would not 
be a murderer of time. Thus 1 passed on for a number 
of years, hearine all manner of evil said of Mr. Relly, 
and belienvng all I heard, while every day augmented 
the inveterate hatred, which I bore the man, and his 
adherents. When a worshipping brother, or sister, be- 
longing to the communion, which I considered as honor* 
ed by the approbation of Deity was, by this deceiver, 
drawn from the paths of rectitude, the anguish of my 
spirit was indescribable: and I was ready to say, the 
secular arm ought to 'uterpose to prevent the perditioa 
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of sonls. I recollect one instance in particular, which 
pierced me to the soul. A young lady, of irreproachable life, 
remarkable for piety, and highly respected by the taber- 
nacle congregation and church, of which I was a de- 
Tout member, had been ensnared; to my great astonish* 
meat, she had been induced to hear, and having heard, 
she had embraced the pernicious errors of this detesta- 
ble babbler; she was become a believer, a firm, and un- 
wavering believer 6f universal redemption! Horrible! 
most horrible ! So high an opinioU Was entertained of 
ttiv talentSj having myself been a teacher among the 
Methodists, and such was my standing in Mr. White- 
field's church, that I was deemed adequate to reclaiming 
this wanderer, and I was strongly urged to the pursuit. 
The poor deluded young woman was abundantly wor- 
thy our most arduous efTorts. He, that ccrii^erteth the 
sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. Thus I thought, 
thus I said; and, swelled with a high idea of my own 
importance, I went, accompanied by two or three of my 
Christian brethren, to sec, to converse with, and, if 
need were, to admonish this simple, weak, but, as we 
heretofore believed, meritorious femiale. Fully persuad- 
ed, that I could easily convince her of her errors, I en- 
tertained no doubt respecting the result of my undertak- 
ing. The youn^ lady received us with much kind- 
ness and condescension, while, as I glanced my eye 
upon her fine countenance, beaming with intelligence, 
mingling pity and contempt grew in my bosom. After 
the first ceremonies, we sat for some time silent; at 
length I drew up a heavy sigh, and uttered a pathetic 
sentiment, relative to ^he deplorable Condition of those, 
who live, and die in unbelief; and I concluded a: violent 
declamation, by pronouncing, viith great eamestnesSy He, 
that believeth not, shall be damned. 

* And pray, sir, said the y«i«ig lady, witb great sweet- 
ness, ' Pray, sir, what is the MRbeliever damned for not 
believing?' 

What is he damned for noi believing.^ FFAy, he tt 
damned for not believing, 

' But, my dear sir, she asked what was that, wMeh he 
did not believe, for which he was rtamned?' 

Why, for not believing in Jesus Christ, to be sur^ 

' Do you mean to say, that unbeU«»vers arc dantmed. 
for not believing there was such a portion a» Jesiu 
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NO) I do not; a man may believe there was such a per 
son, and yet be damned. 

* What then, sir, must he believe, in order to avoid 
damnation?' 

Why he must believe that Jesus Christ is a complete 
Saviour. 

* Well, suppose he were to believe, that Jesus Christ 
was the complete Saviour of others, would this belief 
save him?' 

No, he must believe, that Christ Jesus is his complete 
Saviour: every individual must believe for himself , that 
Jesua Christ is his. complete Saviour, 

' Why, sir, is Jesus Christ the Saviour of any unbeliev^ 
ers7' 

No, madam. 

* Why, then, should any unbeliever believe, that Jesus 
Christ is his Saviour, if he be not his Saviour V 

I say he is not the Saviour of any one, until he be- 
lieves. 

* Then, if Jesus be not the Saviour of the unbeliever ^ 
until he believes, the unbeliever is called upon to believe 
a lie. It appears to me, sir, that Jesus is the complete 
Say ioixr of unbelievers i and that uabelievers are called 
upon to believe the truth; and that, by believing they are 
saved, in their own apprehension, saved from all those dread* 
Jul fears, which are consequent upon a state of conscious 
condemnation.' 

No, madam; you are dreadfully, I trust not fatally, 
misled. Jesus never was, nor never will be, the Saviour 
of any unbeliever. 

' Do you think Jesus is your Saviour, sir?' 

I hope he is. 

* Were you always a believer, sir?' 
No, madam. 

* Then you were once an unbeliever; that is, you once 
believed, that Jesus Christ was not your Saviour. Now, 
as you say, he never was, nor never wiU be, the Saviour 
o( BiUY unbeliever ; as you were once an unbeliever, he ^ 
never can be your Saviour.' 

He never was my Saviour till I believed. 

* Did he never die for you, till you believed, sir?' 
Here I was extremely embarrassed, and most devoutly 

wished myself out of her habitation; I sighed bitterly, 
expressed deep commiseration for those souls, who had 
nothiniF but head-knowledge; drew out my watch, dis* 
9* 
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covered it was late; and, recollecting an engagement^ db- 
served it was time to take leave.* 

I was extremely mortified : the young lady observed' my 
confusion, but was too generous to pursue her triumph. 
I arose to depart; the company arose; she urged us to 
tarry; addressed each of us in the language of kindness. 
Her countenance seemed to wear a resemblance of the 
heaven which she contemplated; it was stamped by benig- 
nity; and when we bade her adieu, she enriched us by her 
good wishes. 

I suspected that my religious brethren saw she had the 
advantage of me; and ifelt, that her remarks were in 
deed unanswerable. My pride was hurt, and I' determin- 
ed to ascertain the exact sentiments of my associates, re- 
specting this interview. Poor soul, said 1, she is far gone 
in error. True, said they; but she is, notwithstanding, a 
very sensible woman. Ay, ay, thought I, they have as- 
suredly discovered, that she has proved too mighty for 
me. Ves, said I, she has a great deal of head knowledge; 
but yet she may be a lost, damned soul. I hope not, re- 
turned one of my friends; she is a very good young 
woman. 1 saw, and it was with extreme chagrin, that 
the result of this visit had depreciated me in the opinion of 
my companions. But I could only censure and condemn, 
solemnly observing, — It was better not to converse with 
any of those apostates, and it would be judicious never 
to associate with them upon any occasion. From tliis 
period, I rriyself carefully avoided every Universalist, 
and mos^ eordially did I hate them. My ear was open 
to the public calunmiator, to the secret whisperer, and I 
yielded credence to every scandal oi^s report, however, 
improbable. My informers were good people; I had no 
doubt of their veracity; and I believed it would be diffi- 
cult to paint ^elly, and his connexions, in colors too 
black. How severely has the law of retaliation been 
since exercised in the stabs, which have been aimed at 
my own reputation ! Relly was described, as a man black 
with crimes: an atrocious offender, both in principle and 
practice. He had, it was said, abused and deserted an 

•More than half a century has elapsed since the conversatioK 
here related took place, and there has been much controversj 
upon the Buliject; yet it has not come to our knowledge that the' 
opposers of UniTersalism have discovered any better way of an* 
swering the inquiry of the young convert than that adopted, at 
that time by our author. What is that truth the unbelief of 
which makes God a liar? It is, that he is the Saviour of aJl man- 
kind. Eo. 
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Amtable wife; and, it was added, thht he retained in bi« 
iiouse an abandoned woman ^ and that he not only thus 
conducted himself, but, publicly, 'and most nefariously, 
taught his hearers to dare the laws of their country, and 
their God. Hence, said my informers, the dissipateil and 
unprincipled, of every class, flock to his church; his con- 
gregation is astonishingly large, the carriages of the great 
block up the street, in which his meeting-house stands, 
awd he is the idol of the voluptuous of every description. 
All this, and much more was said, iodustriouslv propaga- 
ted, and credited in every religious circle. Demmiioa- 
tions, at variance with each other, most cordially agreed in 
thus thinking, and thus speaking of Kelly, of his preach- 
ing, and of his practicci 1 confess 1 felt a strong inclina- 
tion to see, and hear this monster, once at least; but the 
risk was dreadful! I could not gather courage to hazard 
the steadfastness of my faith; and for many years I per- 
severed in my resolution, on no consideration to contam- 
inate my ear by the sound of his voice. At length, how 
ever, I was prevailed upon to enter his church; but I 
detested the sight of him; and my mind, prejudiced by 
the reports, to which I had listened respecting hirri, was 
too completely filled with a recollection of his fancied 
atrocities, to permit a candid attention to his subject, or 
his mode of investigation. I wondered much at his im- 
pudence, in daring to speak in the name of God; and I 
felt assured, that he was treasuring up unto himself wrath 
a^inst the day of wrath. I looked upon his deluded au- 
dience with alternate pity and contempt, and I thanked 
God, that I was not one of them. I rejoiced, when I es- 
caped from the hou6e, and, as I passed home, I exclaim- 
ed, almost audibly: Why, my God, was I not lefl ill 
this deplorable, damnable state ? given up, like this poor 
unfortunate people, to believe a lie, to the utter perver 
sion of my soul? But I was thus furnished with another 
proof of my election, in consequence of my not being de^^ 
ceived by this detestable deceiver; and, of course, my 
consolation was great. 

About thi6 time, there was si religious society establishr 
Ml in Cannon-street, in an independent meeting-hoiise, 
for the purpdse of elucidating difficult passages of script 
ture. This society chose for their president a Mr. Masohj^ 
who, although not a clerical ffentleman, was neverth^ 
less, of high standing in the religious world : frequent ap- 
plications were made to him, in the character of a phy a- 
eian to the sinking, sorrowing, sin-sick soul. ', His flfeuljtf 
Wa)B cetmniakiding', and w^ll cal<!;tfltited'to iill' ttti mfiid&'ar 
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young converts with religious awe. When this company 
of serious inquirers ^were assembled, the president ad- 
dressed, the throne of grace, in a solemn and appropriato 
prayer, and the subject for the evening was next ~ pro- 
posed. Every member of the society was indulged with 
the privilege of expressing his sentiments, for the space 
of five minutes; a glass was upon the table, which ran 
accurately the given term. The president held in hit 
hand a small ivory hammer: when the speaker "s time 
had expired, he had a right to give him notice by a stroke 
on the table, round which the members were seated. 
But, if he approved of what was delivered, it was option- 
al with him to extend the limits of his term. Wh<ni the 
question had gone round the table, the president summed 
up the evidences, ^ave his own judgment, and, having 
proposed the question for the next evening, concluded 
with prayer. 

Upon this society I was a constant attendant, and I 
was frequently gratified by the indulgence of the presi- 
dent and the implied approbation of the society. It was 
on the close of one of those evenings, which were to me 
very precious opportunities, that the president took me 
tiy the hand, and requested me to accompany him into 
the vestry. < Sit down, my good sir: you cannot but have 
seen, that I have long distinguished you in this society; 
that I have been pleased with your observations; and I 
have given indisputable evidence, that both my reason 
and my judgment, approved your remarks.' I bowed 
respectfully, and endeavored to express my gratitude, iu 
a manner becoming an occasion so truly flattering. 

' My object,' said he, * in seeking to engage you in pri- 
vate, IS to request you would take home with you a pam- 
phlet I have written against Kelly's Union. I have long 
wondered, that some able servant of our Master has not 
taken up this subject. But, as my superiors are silent, I 
have been urged by a sense of duty to make a stand, and 
I have done all in my power to prevent the pernicious 
tendency of this soul-destroying book.' 

Although, at this period, I had never seen Kelly's 
Union, yet my heart rejoiced, that Mason, this great and 
good man, had undertaken to write against it, and, from 
the abundance of my heart, my mouth overflowed with 
thankfulness. 

< All that I request of you, said Mr. Mason, ' is to take 
this manuscript home with you, and keep it till our next 
meeting. Meet me in this vestry, a little before the usu- 
al time. Read it, I entreajt you, carefully, and favor mm 
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with your unbiassed sentiments.' I was elated by the 
honor done me and I evinced much astonishment at the 
coniideuce reposed in me. But he was pleased to ex- 
press a high opinion of my judgment, abilities, and good- 
ness of heart, and he begged leave to avail himself of 
those qualities, with which his fancy had invested me. 

I took the manuscript home, perused it carefully, and 
with much pleasure, until I came to a passage at which 
I was constrained to pause, painfully to pause. ^Mr. Kel- 
ly has said, speaking of the record, which God gave of 
his Son: This life ts vt his Son, and he, that Selieveth 
not this record, makeih Ood a liar; from whence, infer- 
red Mr. Relly, it is plain, that God hath given this -eter- 
nal life in the Son to unbelievers, as fully ^s to believers, 
else the unbeliever could not, by his unbelief make God a 
Her. This, said Mr. Mason, punning upon tht author's 
name, is just as clear, as that this writer is an Irish 
Bishop. I was grieved to observe, that Mr. Mason could 
say no more upon a subject so momentous; nor could I 
forbear allowing more, than I wished to allow, to the 
reasoning of Mr. Relly. Most devoutly did 1 lament, 
that the advantage in argument did not rest with my ad- 
mired friend, Mason; and I was especially desirous that 
this last argument should have been completely confuted. 
I was positive, that Ood never gave eternal life to any 
unbeliever; and yet I was perplexed to decide how, if 
God had not given life to unbelievers, they could 
ndssibly make God a liar, by believing that he had not. 
My mind was incessantly exercised, and greatly embar- 
rassed upon this question. What is it to make any one 
a liar, but to deriy the truth of what he has said? But, 
if God had no where said, he had given life to unbelievers 
how could the unbeliever make God a liar? The stronger 
this argument seemed in favor of the grace and love of 
God, the more distressed and unhappy I became; and 
most earnestly did I wish, that Mr. Mason's" pamphlet 
might contain something that was more rational, more 
scriptural, than a mere pun; that he might be able to ad- 
duce proof positive, that the gift of God, which is ever- 
lasting life, was never given to any but l^elievers. I Was 
indisputably assured, that I myself was a believer; and 
right precious did I hold my exclusive property in the Son 
of God. 

At the appointed time, I met Mr. Mason in the vestry, 
' Well, sir, I presume you have read my manuscript?' I 
have, sir, and I have read it repeatedly. ^ Well, sir, speak 
freely, is there any thing in the manuscript which you 
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dislike?' Why, sir, as you are so good as to indulge Bie 
with the liberty of speaking, I will venture to point out 
one passage, which appears to me not sufficientiy clear. 
Paniou me, sir, but surely argument , especially upon re- 
ligious subjects i is preferMe to ridicule ^ to punning t^on 
the name of an author. ' And where, pray, is the objec- 
tioipbl^ paragraph, to which you advert?' I pointed it 
buti^..but, on looking in his face, I observed his counte- 
nance fal^n; it was no longer toward me. Mr. Mason 
questioned my judgment, and never ailerward honored me 
by his attention. However, I stiU^ believed J^ttson r^ht, 
and Relly wrongs for if Relly was ri^bt, the conclusion 

~ was unavoidable, all men must finally oe saved. But this 
was out of the question, utterly impossible; all religious 
denouiinatious agreed to condemn this heresy, to consid- 
er it as a 4amnable doctrine, and what every religious de* 
nomination united to condemn, must be false.* 

Thus, although I lost the favor of Mr. Mason, and 
he published his pamphlet precisely as it stood, when 
sul>mitted to my perusal, yet my reverential regard for him 
was not diminished. I wished, most cordially wished suc> 

" cess to his book, and destruction to the author against 
whom it was written. 

In this, manner, some months rolled over my head, 
when, accompanying my wife on a visit to her aunt, after 
.' the }]sual ceremonies, I repaired, according to custom, 
to the book-case, and turning over many books and 
pamphlets, I at length opened one, that had been robbed 
of its title page; but in running it over, I came to the 
very argument, which had excited so much anxiety in 
my bosom. It was the first moment 1 had ever seen 
a line of Mr. Kelly's writing, except in Mr. Mason's 

Samphlet. I was much astonished, and turning to Mrs 
Inrray, f informed her, I held Mr. Kelly's Union in 
my hand. I asked our uncle, if I might put it in my 
pocket? * Surely,' said he, * and keep it there, if you 
please, I never read books of divinity; I know not what 
the pamphlet is, nor do I wish to know.' As I piit it 
into my pocket, my mind became alarmed, and perturb 
ed. It was dangerous, it was tampering with poison; 
it was like taking fu'e into my bosom; I had better 
throw it into the names, or restore it to the book-case; 
*In the state of Mr. Murray's mind at that time, we have a lively 
reg]:£«entation of what is true of thousands who would pass for sin- 
-cere inquirers after truth. We cannot withhold the following senti- 
ment : * Truth is no less true on account of the weakness of its vota- 
ries ; nor can error be made truth by the approbation of mil 
Bullions/ 
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such was the conflict in my bosom. However in the 
full assurance, that the elect were safe; and that, although 
they took any deadly thing, it should not hurt them, I 
decided to read the Union ; and having thus made up ray 
mind, experienced a degree of impatience, until I reach- 
ed home, when, addressing the dear companion of my > 
youth, I said, I have, my dear, judged, and condemned, 
before I have heardj but I have now aq opportunity given 
me for deliberate investigation. ' But,' returned Mrs. 
Murray, * are we sufficient of ourselves?' No, my love, 
certainly we are not; but God, all gracious, hath said. 
If any Ictck wisdom, let them ash of Srod, who giveth lib* 
erally and upbraideth not. My heart is exercised by 
fearful apprehensions; this moment I dread to read, the 
next I am anxious to hear what the author can say. We 
will, therefore, lay this book before our God. There 
is, my love, a God, who is not far from f^very one of 
tts: we are directed to make our requests known unto 
Hira for all things, by supplication and prayer. God 
liath never yet said^ to any. Seek ye my face, in vain; 
we will then pray for his direction and counsel; and we 
may rest in the assurance of obtaining both. Accord- 
ingly, we entered our closet, and both of us, for we were 
both equally interested, prostrated ourselves before 
God, with piayers and tears, beseeching Him, the God 
of mercy, to look with pity on us; we were on the point 
of attending to doctrines of which we were not, we 
could not te judges, and we earnestly supplicated Him 
to lead us into all truth. If the volume before us con- 
tained truth, we entreated Him to show it to us, and to 
increase our faith; if on the other hand, it Contained 
falsehood, we beseeched God to make it manifest, that 
" we miffht not be deceived. No poor criminal ever prayed 
for lile, when under sentence of death, with greater 
fervor of devotion, than did my laboring soul upon this 
occasion supplicate for the light of lire to direct my 
erring steps. Afler thus weeping, and thus supplicating, 
we opened the bible, and began to read this book, lo*ok- 
ing into the bible for the passages, to which the writer 
referred. We were astonished and delighted at the beauty 
of the scriptures, thus exhibited: it seemed, as if every 
sentence was an apple of gold in a picture of silver; and 
still, as we proceeded, the wonder was, that so much di- 
vine truth should be spoken by so heinous a transgressor; 
and this consideration seemed suggested, as a reason 
why I should not continue reading. Can any thing good 
proceed from such a character? Would not truth have 
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been revealed to men, eminent for virtue? Itow is it 
possible discoveries, so important, should never, until 
now, have been made, and now only by this man ? Yet 
I considered, God^s ways were in the great deep; he 
would send, by whom he would send; choosing the toeaib 
and ba$e things to confound the ntighty and the ttrong, 
that no flesh should glory in his presence. And, as my 
lovely wife justly observed, I was not sure^ all I heaid 
of Mr. Relly was true; that our Saviour had said to 
his disciples, They shall say all manner of evil of you 
falsely; and the present instance may be a case in point. 
'You have no personal acquaintance with Mr. Relly,' 
said jshie : ' nor do you Jluow, that any of those, from 
whom you have received his character; are better in- 
formed than yourself. I think it doth not become us to 
speqk or believe evil of any man, without Jhe strongest 
possible proofs All this was rational; I felt its full 
force, and blushed for my own credulity. I proceeded 
to read. The Union introduced me to many passages of 
scripture, which had before escaped my observation. 
A student, as I had been of the scriptures, from the first 
dawn of my reason, I could not but wonder at myself; 
I turned to Mr. Mason's book, and I discovered want of 
candor, and a kind of duplicity, which had not before 
met my view, and which perhaps would never have 
caught my attention had I not read the Union. I saw 
the grand object untouched, while Relly had clearly 
pointed ou| the doctrines of the gospel. Yet there were 
many passages, that I could not understand, and I felt 
myself distressingly embarrassed. One moment I wish- 
ed from my soul, I had never seen the Union; and the 
next my heart was enlarged, and lifted up by considera- 
tions, which swelled my bosom to ecstasy. This was 
the situation of my mind, during many succeeding months, 
and a large proportion of my time was passed in reading, 
and studying the scriptures, and in prayer. My ander- 
standing was pressing on to new attainments, and the 
prospect brightened before me. I was greatly attached 
to my minister, Mr. Hitchins: he was eminent in his 
line, and a most pleasing preacher. Mrs. Murray was 
in the habit of taking down his sermons in short hand. 
We were delighted with the man, and accustomed to 
consider him a genuine gospel preacher. It happened, 
that Mr. Hitchins took a journey into the country, and 
was absent on the sabbath day. Come, my dear, said 
I, our minister is out of town, let us avail ourselves of 
the opportunity, and hear the writer of the Union; this is a 
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priTilege» which few, who read hooks, coii hftve; as aa- 
thors are geDerally numbered with the dead, before their 
labors are submitted to the public eye.' Her consent 
was yielded to my solicitations^ but we were terrified, as 
we passed along, in the fear of meeting some of our 
religious brethren; happily, however, w« reached the 
meeting-house, without ^ncouutering any one, to whom 
we were known. 

Mr. Relly had changed his place of worship, and we 
were astonished to observe a striking proof of the false- 
hood of those reports, which had reached us; no coaches 
thronged the street, nor surrounded the door of this meet- 
tug-bouse; there was no vestige of grandeur, either 
within or without. The house had formerly been occu- 
pied by Quakers; their were no seats, save a few benches; 
and the pulpit was framed of a few rough boards, over 
which no plane had ever passed. The audience corres- 
ponded with the house, they did not appear very reli- 
gious; that is, they were not melancholy; and I therefore 
suspected they had not much piety. I attended to every 
thing; the hymn was good, the prayer excellent, and I 
was astonished to witness, in so bad a naan, ao much 
apparent devotion; for still, I must confess, the pre- 
iudices, I had received from my religious friends, were 
prevalent in my mind. Mr. KeMy gave out his text. 
* Either make the tree good^ and ita fruit good, or the tree 
corrupt, and its fruit corrupt; for everp tree is knovfn by 
its fruit; a good tree cannot bring forth corrupt fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.' I was 
immeasurably surprised. What, thought I, has this man 
to do with a passage, so calculated to condemn himself? 
But, as he proceeded, every faculty of my soul was pow- 
erfully seized and captivated, and I was perfectly amazed, 
while he explained who we were to understand by the 
good and who by the bad trees. He proved, beyond con- 
tradiction, that a good tree could not bring forth any 
corrupt fruit, but there was no mail, who lived and sin- 
ned not; all mankind had corrupted themselves, there 
were none therefore good; no, not one. 

No mere man, since the fall, has been able to keep 
the commandments of God; but daily doth break them, in 
thought, in word and in deed. There was, however, 
one goo^f tree, JESUS; He indeed stands, as the apple- 
iree, among the trees of the wood; He is thatgopa tree 
which cannot bring forth corrupt fruit'^ under His shadow 
the believer reposeth; the fruit of this tree is sweet to his 
^aste; and ^e matter of his theme constaatty is * Whom 
10 
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have I in heaven, but thee, and there is none upon earthy 
that I desire, beside tliee.* I was constraiaed to believe, 
that I had never, until this moment, heard the Redeem- 
er preached; and, as I said, I attended with my whole 
soul. I was humbled, I was confounded; I saw clearly, 
that I had been all my life expecting good fruit from 
eorrupt trees, grapes on thorns, and Jigs on thistles. I 
suspected myself; I had lost my standing; I was unsettled, 

gerturbed, and wretched. A few incUviduals, whom I 
ad known at Mr. Whitefield's tabernacle, were among 
Mr. Kelly's audience, and I heard them say, as they 
passed out of the aisle of the church, I w mder how the 
Pharisees would like our preacher? I wished to hear 
Mrs. Murray speak upon the subject; but we passed on 
wrapped in contemplation. At length I broke silence: 
"^Vell, my dear, what are your sentiments? 'Nay, my 
dear, what is your opinion ?' I never heard truth, un- 
adulterated truth, before; so sure as there is a God iu 
heaven, if the scriptures be the word of God, the testi- 
mony this day delivered, is the truth of God. It is the 
first consistent sermon I have ever heard. I reached 
home full of this sermon; took up the Union, read it 
with new pleasure; attended again and again, upon Mr. 
Relly, and was more and more astonished. Mr. Hitch* 
ins returned home, but, as I conceived, very much chang- 
ed, more inconsistent than ever. * No, my dear,' said 
my wife, * it is you, who are changed; he preaches, as I 
can prove by my notes, precisely the same; yet it is truly 
surprising, that his multiplied contradictions have, until 
now, passed without our observation.' Well, said I, 
what are we to do? Can we, in future bear such in- 
consistencies, now that we are better informed? Suppose 
we keep our seats as usual; attending, however, one 
half of every Sabbath, to the preacher of Christ Jesus7 
On this we immediately determined, and, by this expe- 
dient, we imagined we might be gratified by hearing 
the truth, 'without running the risk of losing our repu- 
tation; for we well knew, that as professed adherents 
of Mr. Relly, we could no longer preserve that spotless 
fame we delighted to cherish* 

I now commenced the reading of the Scriptures, with 
augmented diligence. The Bible was indeed a new book 
to me; the veil was taken from my heart, and the word 
of my God became right precious to my soul. Many 
scriptures, that I had not before known, forcibly pressed 
upon my^Dbservation; and many, that, until now, I had 
pot suffered myself to believe. Still the doctrine of cUsh 
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Hon distressed me; unfortunately, I had connected this 
doctrine of election with the doctrine oi final reprohaH6n; 
not considering, that, although the firtt was indubitably 
a scripture doctrine, the last was not to be found in, nor 
s could be supported by revelation.* I determined to call 
upon, and converse with Mr. Hitchins, on this important 
subject. I found him in his study, encompassed about 
with the writings of great men. I wait upon you, sir, for 
the purpose oi obtaming help. The Arminians show 
me many scriptures, which proclaim the universality of 
the Atonement. I cannot answer them. What my dear 
sir, shall I do? ' Why, sir, the doctrines of election, and 
reprobation, are doctrines we are bound to believe, as 
articles of our faith; but I can say, with the Rev. Mr. 
Hervey, I never wish to think of them, except upon my 
knees. I never heard any one undertake to explain them, 
who did not still further embarrass the subject. One oo- 
servation is, however, conclusive, and it never fails ef- 
fectually to silence the Arminian : That if, as they af- 
firm, Christ died for all men, then assuredly all men must 
be saved: for no one can be eternally lost, for whom the 
Redeemer shed his precious blood; such an event is im- 
possible. Now, as the Arminians will not admit a pos- 
sibility, that all will finally be saved, they are thus easily 
confounded.' This, I thought, was very good; it was 
clear, as .any testimony in divine revelation, that Christ 
Jesus, died for all, for the sins of the whole world, for 
every man, &c.; and even Mr. Hitchens had declared, 
that ^^ one, for whom Christ died must finally be 
saved. This I took home with me to my wife : she saw 
the truth, that we were so well prepared to embrace, 
manifested even by the testimony of its enemies, and we 
were inexpressibly anxious to hear, and to understand. 
We now attended public worship, not ohly as a duty, 
conceiving that we thus increased a fund of righteousness, 
upon which we were to draw in every exigence, but it 
became our pleasure, our eotisolation, and our highest en- 
joyment. We began to feed upon the truth as %t is in 
Jesus, and every discovery we made filled us with unut- 
terable transport. I regarded my friends with increasing 
affection, and I conceived, if I had an opportunity of con^ 
versing with the whole world, the whole world would be 

* It was quite natural for Mr« Murray, impressed as his mind was 
with the sentiments of Mr, Whitefield, to embrace the doctrine of 
Election, as here given. Universalists generally would, perhaps 
now dissent from his peculiar views of the subject. Our own senti- 
' I are well expressed in Eph. 1. 1^10. £d« 
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cMvmeeil. It might truly have been said, that we bad a 
taste of heaven below. 

It was dootk whispered in the tabernacle, that I had fre* 
quently been seen going to, and coming from Kelly's 
meeting! This alanned many, and one dear friend con-t 
Tersed with me in private upon the subject, heard wkat, 
from the abundance of my heart, my mouth was con* 
strained to utter, smiled, pitied me, and begged I would 
not be too communicative, lest the business should be 
brought before the society, and excommunication might 
follow. I thanked him for his caution; but as i had em^ 
persed only with kirn, I had hazarded nothing. In a ^hort 
time I was cited to appear before the society, worshipping 
in Mr. Whitefield's tabernacle; I obeyed the summons, 
and found myself in the midst of a very gloomy coropa- 
ny, all seemingly in great distress; they sighed very bit* 
teriy, and at last gave me to understand, that they had 
heard, I had become an attendant upon that monster, 
Relly, and they wished to know if their information was 
correct. I requested I might be told, from whom they 
had their intelligence ? and they were evidently embar* 
rassed by my question. Still, however, I insisted upon 
being confronted with my accuser, and. they at length 
consented to summon him; but I was neariy petrified, 
when I learned it was the identical friend, who had fri» 
vatehf conversed witJi me, and who had privately cauttenr 
ed me, that had lodged the information against me * Up- 
on this friend I had called, in my way to the tabernacle, 
confiding to him my situation; he said, he had foared the 
event; he pitied me, and prayed with me. But he did not 
calculate upon being confronted with me, and his confu- 
sion was too great to suffer his attendance. It was then 
referred to me : ' Was it a fact, had I attended upon 
Relly? ' I had. ' Did I believe what I heard P \ I an- 
swered, that I did — and my trial commenced. They 
could not prove, I had violated those articles, to which I 
had subscrilicd. I had, in no point of view, infringed 
the contract, by which I was bound. But they appre- 
hended, if I continued to approbate Relly, by my occa- 
sional attendance on his ministry, my example would be- 
come contagious; except, therefore, I would give them 
my woni, that I would wholly abandon this pernicious 
practice, they must, however unwillingly, pronounce up- 
on me the sentence of excommunication. I refused to 
bind myself by any promise; 1 assured them, I would con 
tinue to hear, and to judge for myself; and that I held it 
my duty, to receive the truth of God wherever it might. 
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be manifested. ' But Relly holds the truth in unright- 
eousness.' I have nothing to do with his unrighteous 
ness; my own conduct is not more reprehensible, than 
heretofore. They granted this; but the force of exam- 
•. pie was frequently irresistible, and, if I Were permitted to 
iullow uncensured, my own iuclination, others might 
claim the same indulgence, to the utter perversion of their 
souls. It was then conceded in my favor, that, if I would 
confine my sentiments to my own bosom, they would 
continue me a member of their communion. I refused to 
accede to this proposal. I would not be under an obli- 
gation to remain silent. I must, so often as opportunity 
might present, consider myself as called ujwn to advocate 
truth. The question was then put — Should I be con 
sidered a member of the society upon my own terms? 
A.nd it was lost by only three voices. 

It was one in the morning, when I returned home to 
my poor disconsolate wife, who was waiting for me; and 
when I entered her apartment, my spirits were so sunk, 
that, throwing myself into a chair, I burst into tears. 
But the sweet soother of my every woe, hastened to com- 
municate that consolation, she w s so eminently qualifi- 
ed to bestow. ' Now,' said she, * for the first time, you 
know what it is to suffer for Christ's sake; and you must 
arm yourself with fortitude to bear, what the adherents 
of Mr. Relly must always bear. Let us offer up praise 
and thanksgiving, that it is no worse. Fear not those j 
who can omy kill the body; these, however, have not power 
to kill the body; it is true they can do more; they can 
murder our good name, which is rather to be chosen than 
life itself. But let us not fear; our God will be with us. 
He will preserve, and protect us.' Our hearts, however, 
were very full, and with great devotion we wept and 
prayed together. 

About this time, the grandfather of my Eliza sent for 
her to visit him at his country seat, ten miles from Lon 
don; this was highly gratifying, and abundantlv more so, 
as I also was included in the invitation. After seeing 
and conversing with me, he sincerely lamented, that he 
had been so far duped by the artful, and designing, as to 

Eut the disposition of the greater part of his property at 
is decease entirely out of his own power; but what he 
could do, he most cheerfully did. Yet even here we 
were pursued by disappointment. He requested me to 
procure him a capable, sober domestic; and I engaged 
a woman, who, as I believed, answered his description; 
but| proving an artful hussey, she gradually obtained, 
10* 
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orret the mind of the old f entknan, an aetoniiAiiiig in* 
flueoce, thait resulted in « marriage, which effectHaily pre- 
vented his family connexions from ever again visiting 
him! Thus were our new4x>ni expoct»tions, from a 
reconciled parent, levelled with the dust. A series of 
ealanaities succeeded ^ those whom I had esteemed my 
best, and deti'est friends, {M-oved my most inveterate foes, 
and, finding it impossiUe to reclaim us, from what they 
conceived paths of error, persecuted us with unceasing 
Firuience. PreseiUs, bestowed in the day of confidence, 
an tokens of affection, were claimed as legal debts; and 
as the law does next allow presents, I was arrested for the 
amount, betrayed, by my religious friends, into the hands 
of bailiffs, at a time when, had the promised lenity been 
exercised, I eould have paid to the utmost farthing. 
Thus heaven thought proper to keep us low; but our 
faith increased, and we cherished that hoj^e, which 
maketh not ashamed; and, even while^truggling with 
difficulties, we ^oyed a heaven upon earth. Graduatiy 
I surmounted the greater part of my difficulties. At the 
house of our brother Wufliara, I bad an interview with 
our once obdurate you iger brother; he seemed penetrat- 
ed with sorrow for our long-K^ntinued estrangement; 
he hung upon my neck, wept bitterly, and expressed a 
fear, that T eould never forgive him. I also shed many 
fears, and extending to him the hand of amity, clasped him 
to my bosom, with a most cordial embrace. This was a 
most pleasant circumstance to my beloved Eliza; all now 
seemed delightful. We had a sweet little retirement in 
a rural part ofc the city; we wanted but little, and our 
wants were all supplied; and perhaps we enjoyed as 
much, as human nature can enjoy. One dear pledge of 
love, a son, whom my wife regarded as the image of his 
father, completed our felicity. But, alas! this 1boy was 
lent us flo more than one short yeart He expired in the 
arms of his agonized mother, whose health, from that 
fatal moment, began to decline. I was beyond expression 
terrified. Physicians recommended the country; but my 
business confined me in London, and my circumstances 
would not admit of my renting two houses. I took lodg- 
ings at a small distance from town, returning myself 
every day to Locidon. The disorder advanced with ter- 
rific strides; my soul was tortured; every time I ap- 
proached her chamber, even the sigh, which proclaimed 
she stiH lived, administered a melancholy relief. This 
was indeed a time of sorrow and distress, beyond what I 
had ever before known; I have been astonished how I 
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existed through such eceoes. Surely, in evei^ time of 
trouble, God is a very present help. I was obliged to re* 
move the dear creature, ^during ber reduced mtuation, 
the house in -which I Itad taken lodgings being eold^ but 
I ejgtained for her a situation about tour miles from tow«. 
The scenes around her new lodgings were charming: she 
seemed pleased, and I was delighted. For a few daya 
we believed her better, and agam I experienced all/ the 
raptnre of hope. My difficulties, faowevi^, were many : 
I was necessitated to pass my diays »n London; oould I 
hav« continued with her, it would have been some reli^. 
B«t «6 my {physician gave me no hi^e, when I |>arted 
from her in the momine, I w<as frequently terrified in the 
dread of meeting death on my retutti. Oflen, for my 
saifie, did the sweet angel sU'Uggle to appear relieved, 4>m5 
aiae ! I oould discern it was a struggle, and my anguish 
beoanoe stiU wm^re poignant. To add to my distreesesj 
pofverty eam« in like « flood. I had my house in town, 
a servant there; the doctor, ^he apothecary, the nurse, the 
lodgings iu the country; every idling to provide; daily 
passing, and repassing. Truly mv heart was eery $we, 
I was friendless. My religious friends had, en my hear- 
ing and advocating the doctrines, preached by all GrodHi 
hmy prophets ever since the wt^rld began, become my 
most inveterate feres. Our grandfatber wns imder the dcH 
mini««i of the wommi i had intt^uced to him, who 
had bas'red his doers against us; the heart of our 
younger brother was again closed, and, as if angry 
with himself lor the Concessions be had nrrtMle, was more 
than ever estranged; and even our elder brother, who in 
every situation had for a kmg season evinced himself my 
faithful firiend^ had forsaken us I I had, most indiscreetly, 
ventured to point out some errors in the domestic ar 
rangements of his wife, which I believed would eventuato 
in his ruin, and he so far resented this freedom, as to 
abandon all intercourse with me. Amonff Mr. Relly*B 
acquaintance, f had no intimates, indeed hardly an aiO 
quaintance; I had suffered so much from religious con- 
nexions, thut I had determined, f^s much as possible, to 
Stand aloof, during the residue of my journey through life. 
Thus was f circumstanced, when the fell destroyer of my 
peace aimed his most deadly shafls at the bosom of a be- 
ing, far dearer to me than my existence. My credit fail- 
ing, my wants multiplying, blessed be God, my Eliza was 
ignorant of the extent of my BufFerings: she would havu 
surrendered up her life, even If she had feared death, 
rftther thaii htive permitted an application to either of her 
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brothers; yet was I, by the extremity of my distress, pre- 
cipitated upon a step so humiliating. Stopping at a 
coffee-house near our brother William's, I penned a hur- 
ried line, requesting he would give me an immediate 
meeting; and sending it by a porter, I waited, in agony 
indescribable, its effect. Almost instantaneously he en- 
tered the coffee-house, and, without uttering a word, took 
a seat; nor was I for some moments able to articulate. 
My soul was tortured; he saw it, and could not avoid 
feeling. At length he questioned, ' Pray what is the mat- 
ter?' Your sister is very near her end, and, were we both 
so, it would be to me cause of exultation, and you would 
have been spared this trouble. My application to you 
will be a sufficient explanation of my circumstances; and 
should you think proper to call upon a once dear, now 
dying sister, I have to request you would not notice my 
having sought this interview, it would embitter the last 
moments of her life. He was amazingly shocked, yet, 
as this was the first syllable he had heard of her indispo- 
sition, he flattered himself my fears had magnified the 
danger; but he assured me, he would see her without de- 
lay. I however desired he would grant me time to pre- 
pare her for his visit; it must, said I, appear entirely 
accidental, and I hastened to our lodgings. I met your 
brother William, my love, who having heard you are in- 
disposed, kindly inquired after you; I think he means to 
visit you. ' If, my precious friend, you have not de- 
scended so low, as to ask any favor of him, I shall be 
glad to see him.' I will not, my love, do any thing, 
which I ought not to do. I sat down by her bedside 
That face upon which strangers had gazed enraptured, 
was now the seat of death's wan harbinger and her strug 
gles to conceal her sufferings were but too visible. Quit- 
ting the room, I inquired of the nurse, how she had been 
during my absence? She told me, she had endured 
much pain, was very anxious for my return, and express- 
ed a fear, that she should never asain behold me. 1 was 
summoned by the mistress of the house, who was so 
charmed by the deportment of my Eliza, and had con- 
ceived so great an affection for her, as to find it difficult 
to quit her apartment. But my suffering friend, taking 
my hand, and drawing me near her, whispered a wish, 
that we miffht be alone; I gave the good lady a hint, who 
instantly withdrew. I kneeled by her bedside: she drew 
me closer to her, and throwing her feeble, her emaciated 
arms around my neck she gave me an ardent embrace; I 
was unutterably affected.' < Be composed my dear,' said 
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■he, * and let these precious moments be as calm as possi- 
ble; we may not be allowed another opportunity » Dear 
faithful friend, in l}fe^*-^in death, dearer to me than my own 
soul, — God reward you for all the kind care you have 
taken of me. O ! may my hearenly Father provide somtf 
one to supply my place, who may reciprocate the kind- 
ness you nave shown me. Pray be composed; remember 
we are not at home; that we shall shortly meet in our 
Father's house ' — ^here she paused— and again resuming 
— * Our parting, when compared with eternity, will be 
but for a moment. What thougb we have not continued 
together so long as we fondly expected, yet, my love, we 
have had an age of happiness. It is you, my precious 
husband, who are the object of jnty. God all gracious 
console, and support you. Be of good cheer, m^ love, 
we shall meet in the langdom of tlM Redeemer — indeed, 
indeed we shall.^ Again, she thre^w her dving arms 
around me; her soul «eemed struggling with tne majcni- 
tude of her emodons. For me, i could not havo articii 
lated a syllable for the vt^nrld. It is astonishing I did not 
expire; but there is a time to die. A^in, like the 
wasting taper, she seemed to revive. Again with uncom 
mon energy, she pronounced, upoa her almost frenzied 
husband, the most solemn benediction; this brought on a 
cough, she pointed to ia phial upon her dressing table. I 
gave her a few drops. * There, wiy best friend, I am 
better — be composed my faithful, my su^ring guide, pro- 
tector, husband. Oh I trust in the Lord: let us, my love, 
stay upon the God of our salvation; He will never leave 
us; He will never forsake us' — ^iSien grasping my hand, 
she continuod: < These moments, my dear are very pre- 
cious; we have had many precious moments; you will 
not go out again, I shall not again lose sight of you. 
You will abide with me, so long as I shall continue' — 
I could contain no longer: My suppressed agony became 
audible; she drew me to her: < Do not mstress me, 
mjr love.' — She was deeply afl^ted; her cough came on 
with additional violence. The isound of my voice brought 
in tbe kind lady of the house; she believed the angel had 
escaped. I requested her, to reach the phial. The ex- 
piring saint motioned it away. < It is too late my love,' 
she would have added; but utterance instantly failed her, 
and without a single struggle, she breathed her last, still 
holding my hand last in hers. I was on my knees by her 
bedside, I saw she was breathless, but she still held my 
hand. Ten thousand worlds, had I possessed them, I 
trotild have given, for permisBion to nave uccompaaied 
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her beatified spirit. I am astonished that I retained my 
reason. Only a few weeks, a few tremendous weeks 
since the commencement of her illness, had rolled on 
when, kneeling in speechleas agony by her bedside, 1 saw 
'her breathe her last; she expired without a sigh, without 
a pang, and I was lefl to the extreme of wretchedness. 
A few moments gave me to reflection — I contemplated 
her form, beautiful even in death; she was now no more 
1} sufferer either in body or mind, and, for a little while, I 
derived malignant satisfaction, from the consideration of 
what her brothers would endure, when they found, that, 
in this world, they shonld no more behold her. I was 
shocked at myself; it seemed as if the sainted spirit mildly 
reproved me; I clasped my hands in agony; I supplicated 
pardon of the deceased, and of her God. It appeared to 
me, I had been deficient in affection, and the idea spoke 
' daggers to ray souU Memory cruelly summoned before 
me many instances, m which she might have been obliged 
but distraction was in this thought. I sat in speechless 
agonv by her bedside; having locked the door, no one 
could obtain entrance. Almignty God, how unutterable 
were the sorrows of my soul ! ! ! * 

I was aroused from* this state, by the arrival of our 
brother William. He obtained entrance; he glanced 
upon the bed — ^gazed for a moment — averted his eye. 
— trembled, and became, pale as the face of my lament- 
ed saint — and at lenfftfa in silent agony, quitted the 
apartment. The good lady of the house now made her 
appearance, and in a tone of sympathy supplicated me 
to retire. The necessary offices were performed, and all 
that remained of ray wedded friend was prepared for 
the undertaker, who came by the order of her opulent 
brother: that brother, who had nefariously robbcxl. her 
of her right of inheritance, who contributed so largely, 
while she lived, to her sufferings, and who now endured 
anguish more than equivalent for all the riches of the 
world. A hearse and mourning coaches attended, and 
the dear remains, followed by her brothers and their 
families, were entombed in the familv vault. The coach- 
man was directed to convey me, auer the interment, to 
the house of our younger brother. He was again a prey 
to contrition and sorrow, and he urged me to cherish 
hope.^ I assured him, I had nothing to do with hope, at 
least in this world. He made great professions of affeo^ 
tion, and liberal promises of future kindness : but it was too 
late: and though I believe he was at the time sincere, yet, 
when his strong feelings subsided, he was himaelf again 
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Here I close another period of my eventful life ! What 
a sad reverse I A few short weeks since, I was in the 
most enviable circumstances; my situation was charm* 
in^, my dwelling neat and commodious, my wife, the 
object of my soul's devout and sincere affection, her 
lovely offspring swelling the rapture of the scene, a male 
and female domestic attached to our persons, and faith- 
ful to our interest; and the pleasing hope, that I should 
enjoy a long succession of tnese delights. Now I was 
alone in the world; no wife, no child, no domestics, no 
home; nothing but the ghosts of my departed joys. In 
relieiou, and religion only, the last resort of the wretch'- 
ed, I found the semblance of repose: religion taught me 
to contemplate the state to which I was hastening; my 
dreams presented my departed Eliza; I saw her in a 
variety of views, but in every view celestial: soipetimes 
she was still living, but in haste to be gone; sometimes 
she descended upon my imagination, an heavenly visit- 
ant, commissioned to conduct me home; and so much of 
felicity did I derive from those dreams, that I longed 
for the hour of repose, that I mifht reiterate the vision- 
ary bliss. 

But new embarrassments awaited me; doctors, apothe- 
caries, grocers, &c. 8w5., advanced with their bills; yet 
I was not much affected; I was overwhelmed • by far 
greater afflictions. My health had greatly suffered. My 
sight, by excess of sorrow, — so said my physician, — ^was 
almost gone. Often have I traversed George's- Fields, 
where many have met death on the point of the foot-pad's 
dagger, in the mournful hope of meeting a similar fate; 
forgetting, in the state to which f was reduced, that, in 
thus devoting myself to destruction, I indubitably ranked 
with the seyf-murderer. The eldest brother of my de- 

Sarted friend continued, from the period of his sister's 
emise, uniformly kind; through his instrumentaliy, 
many of my most pressing debts were discharged. My 
mind seemed subdued; it became a fit residence for sor- 
row, when I received a letter from Ireland, written by 
my brother James. Many of our family were numbered 
with the dead; of all her children, my mother had now 
only three surviving sons, and two daughters. My el 
dest sister was married; and my mother, leaving oui 
common property in her care was about to repair with 
her youngest daughter, and two sons, to England. Sh« 
was not apprised of the death of my Eliza. I had written 
her, that 1 was blest with a most lovely, and exemplary 
companion; but from the death of my son, and the far- 
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th0t^ and entire pFoetration of my terrestrial happiness, I 

bad suspended my eommuBications* I was now affaiu 
ueoessitated te ta^e a house ^ my mother, aad my brotnen 
resided with me^ and my sister with a lady, to whom she 
had been introduced in Ireland, She soon afler marriecL 
and, as I believed imprudently, and I saw her no more. 
L now lived a mournful life; the world appeared to me in 
a very di^rent point of view firom what it had formerly 
done; yet I derived ecstatic pleasure from my views of 
revelation. William Neale became convinced of the 
truth, ua UU m Jesus; and, of course, an adherent of 
Mr. ReUy. This soothed me, and the word of God 
was an abiding consolation. To a few individuals I was 
made the messenger of peace; but my mo|)ier, and my 
brother James, remamed inveterate opposers of the doc- 
trines 1 had embraced. I sometimes visited the tabemaclc) 
and, conceiving an affection for all men, I had a kind 
of satisfaction in standing in the midst of my brethren 
It was at the. tabecnacle I was informed, that a poor, un- 
happy, widowed woman, sister to a man whom I had 
loved, was in most d^orable circumstances; she had 
been deceived by a villain; her kindred had been made 
acquainted wi^ her situation, but their indignation was 
kindled against her; they would . not see her; and her 
religious conaexio^is abandoned her, while she was suf- 
ferin^ all the miserieaof want, accompanied by her own 
agonizing reflections. 1 discovered her in a miserable 
room; jxo glass in the windows, no fire in the chimney; 
she was layii^ on something which bad been a bed; a 
child, of a few days old in her bosom, but no nourish- 
ment for it; another child dead by her side, and a third 
apparently dying. Upon my entrance she covered her 
face with her hands. ' I know you, sir; you are come to 
upbraid me; yes, I deserve it all; but by and by my 
measure will be fuU.^ I burst into tears. I come to up- 
braid you. ^ God forbid. No, poor sufferer; I am come 
a messenger firom that God, wMo giveth liberally and up- 
braideth not. Be of good cheer ;^ou have still a Father, 
who lovee you with aa everlasting love, and he has sent 
me to comfort you^ lie has seen yoir affliction, and be 
has bid me mlieve yon. 

This seemed too much for the poor, forlorn creature: 
she appeared in the moment of expiring. I ran out of 
the ho«ise, into a shop at the corner of the alley, the mis 
tress Off which was, to my knowledge, perfectly ac- 
quainted with the situation of the sufferer. I demanded, 
why she thuA neglected a human being? 'Ah, the 
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imtcbed.ereatttre, she deserTds this and more,' waatbuk 
good woman^M reply. But although neither the love of 
God, nor of human nature, could move this hard-hearted 
woman, I had that in my pocket, which possessed, for 
her, an irresistible charm; and at the hazard of my re- 
putation, i bade her .procure coal, a restorative cordial, 
and a blanket to cover the sufferer. I then proceeded 
to the. dwelling of a lady, one of Mr. Kelly's congregation, 
to whom I had recently. been introduced; I represented 
the situation, in which, in the midst of an opulent city, 
I had discovered a fellow creature. The lady was ex- 
tremely affected, and her ai$l was instantaneous. The 
next day, Sunday, I again visited the poor penitent, 
whom I found relieved and comforted. She requested 
me, viith many tears, to put up a note for her in the ta- 
bernacle. .There happened,, on that day, to preach in the 
tabernacle, a Mr. £dwards, whom I had formerly known 
in connexion with Mr. Wesley. I jpresented a note in 
the following words : The praters of this congregation 
are requested in behalf of a widow indeed, confined to 
a bed of sickness j. without, property and encompassed by 
the dying and the; dead. I attended again the tabernacle 
in the evening, and when the eiennon closed, Mr. Edwards 
said: * If the person be here, who put up the note this 
morning, in behalf of a widow indeed, I should be glad 
to speak with him in the vestry.' Accordingly presenting 
myself, I was very cordially received by Mr. Edwards, 
•who observed, he :was happy I was the person; that his 
feelings had been greaUy affected by the note; that he 
had read it to a lady, At who^e house he had diued, who, 
putting two guineas in^o his haM, requested him, if pos- 
sible, to ^d out the widow indeed, and bestow them upon 
her. I conveyed this little sum to the sorrowing woman, 
with feelings, which those who know how to sympathize 
with the unfortunate will easily understand; and I assur- 
ed the poor mourner, that the God -who gives and/orgivex, 
had sent her another proof of his favor. Arise, said I, 
forlorn sufferer, and sin no more. I had the charge of 
the child's funeral; the other recovered. The mother 
•was soon abroad, and. continued, ever after, to conduct 
with exemplary propriety. This instance, among a thou^ 
sand others, proves, that faith in the promises is the 
best stimulus to that pure and undefiled religion, which 
consists in relieving the oppressed of every description: 
and with gratitude I coifess, that this pure and undeiilea 
religion was, to me, a never-failing source of consola** 
tion. I was full af the gospel; glc^y would I have sar 
11 
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erificed mv life, if I might thus hare brou^t aD men 
acquainted with the riches of the grace of the gospel of 
God our Saviour; and my soul was often wrought up 
to a degree of ecstasy, by the views, exhibited to my 
understandiniT!! in the pages of divine revelation* Yes, 
I have experienced, that a belief of the truth disposes 
the mind to love God, and to do good to man; and so 
greatly was my heart affected by the plan of redemption, 
tbat I have, in the midst of the streets of London, been 
BO entranced in contemplating its glories, that I have only 
been awakened to recolleetion, by the jostling crowd, who 
wondered as they passed; yet, while in *he fulness of 
my heart, I embraced every opportunity of expatiating 
upon the great salvation; every thing besideihaa lost the 
power to charm, or even tranquillize, and the tortur- 
ing sensations I experienced, from reflecting .upon past 
times, were not to be expressed: Death had for me an 
angel's face, and I viewed this «omel»m«« king of terrort 
as my emancipating friend. 

The forbearance of my creditors was at length exhaust- 
ed. Debts crowded upon me. Demands, which I was 
utterly unable to answer, were continually made. Had 
the health of my lovely wife been continued, I was in a 
very fine way. Her sickness, her death, by dashing from 
me the cup of feUcity, while expenses accumulated, 
debilitated my mind, and rendered me unequal to those 
efforts, which my exigences required. In' the midst of 
my supiuieness, I was taken by a writ, and borne to a 
spunging-house. My sensations were, on this occasion, 
very different from those which I had formerly experien- 
ced, in a similar situation: and I clerived, from the 
expected seclusion, a kind or melancholy pleasure. The 
officer was astonished at my apathy; i refused sustenance; 
I had no inclination for food. I would swallow nothing 
but water. I would have no bed: a bed must be paid for, 
and I was pennyless. I slept on the floor of a room, 
hung with cobwebs, the windows of which were secured 
by iron bars. I prayed most fervently to Him, with 
whom are the issues of life and death, that, as He had 
not allowed his creatures the privilege of deparyng out 
of time, when, and how they pleased. He would gra- 
ciously vouchsafe to grant me my deliverance from a 
world, where I could serve neither my God, my neighbor, 
nor myself. But, alas J as I have oflen found, death 
comes not at call. The barred windows admitted just 
light enough to announce the return of day, H*»on after 
Which, the keeper unlocked the door, and in a surly man- 
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ner, asked me how I did! Indifferent, sii*, I replied. 
* By G — , I think bo ! but, sir, give me leave to tell you. 
I am not indifferent, and if you do not very soon settle 
with your creditors, I shall take the liberty to lodge you 
in Newgate. I keep nobody in my house that does not 
spend any thing, damn-me. I cannot keep house, and . 
pay rent, and taxes for nothing. When a gentleman 
behaves civil, I behave civil; but, damn-me, if they are 
sulky, why then, do ye see, I can be sulky too: so, sir, 
you had better tell me what you intend to do?' Nothing. 
'Nothing? damn-me, that's a good one; then, by G — , 
you shall soon see I will do somethings that you will not 
very well like.' He then turned upon his heel, drew the 
door with a vengeance, and double-locked it. Soon after 
this, his helpmate presented herself, and beffan to apolo- 
gize for her husband; said he was very quick; hoped I 
would not be offended, for he was a very good man in the 
main; that she believed there never was a gentleman in 
that house, (and she would be bold to say, there had 
been as good gentlemen there, as in any house in London) 
who had ever any i'eason to complain of his conduct. 
He would wait upon any of my friends, to whom I should 
think fit to send him, and do all in his power to make 
matters easy; ' and if you please, sir, you are welcome 
to come down into the parlor and breakfast with me.' 
And pray, my good lady, where are you to get your pay? 
' O, 1 will trust to that, sir; I am sure you are a gentle- 
man; do, sir, come down and breakfast; you will be 
better afler breakfast. Bless your soul, sir, why there 
have been hundreds, who settled their affairs, and did 
very well afterwards.' I was prevailed upon to go down 
to breakfast. There was, in the centre of the entry, a 
door half way up, with long pikes; every window was 
barred with iron; escape was impossible; and indeed I 
had no wish to escape: a kind of mournful insensibility 
pervaded my soul, for which I was not then disposed to 
account, but which I have since regarded as an instance 
of divine goodness, calculated to preserve my little 
remains of health, as well as that reason, which had 
frequently tottered in its seat. To the impertinent prattle 
of the female turnkey I paid no attention, but, hastily 
swallowing a cup of tea, I retired to my prison. This 
irritated her; she expected I would have tarried below, 
^ and as is the custom, summoned my friends, who, whether 
they did any thing for my advantage or not, would, by 
calling for punch, wine, &-c. &c., unquestionably contrib» 
ute to the advantage of the house. But as 1 made no 
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• fyroposal of this kind, nor indeed ever intended so to do, 
they saw it was improbable they should reap any benefit 
by or from me; and having given me a plentiful share of 
abuse, and appearing much provoked that they could not 
move me to anger, they were preparing to carry me to 
Newgate, there to leave me among other poor, desperate 
debtors; and their determination being thus fixed, I was 
at liberty to continue in my gloomy apartment, and, liihat 
I esteemed an especial favor, to remain there uninter- 
rupted. I received no invitation either to dinner, tea, or 
supper; they just condescended to inform me, when they 
came to lock me in, that I should have another lodging 
the ensuing night; to which I made no reply. My 
sDirits, however, sunk in the prospect of jNewgate. 
There, I was well informed, 1 could not be alone; there, 
I knew, my associates would many of them be atrocious 
offenders, and I was in truth immeasurably distressed. 
It was now, that every argument, which I had ever read 
in favor of suicide, was most officiously obtruded upon 
my mind, and warmly impressed upon my imagination. 
It was stated) that my Almighty Father could not be 
angry with me for leaving such a world, in such circum- 
stances; the opposition of reason seemed to result from 
the prejudices of education; *and,» said illusive fancy^ 
' as it is appointed for all men once to die, to do that to- 
day, which I may do to-morrow, and what I must shortly 
do, cannot be very wrong.'* It is true, my monitor 
assured me, that the God, who had created me, was the 
only proper judge of the exa<*t moment, when I ought to 
be removed out of time; that He best knew what benefit 
might accrue to myself, or the community, by my longer 
continuance in this vale of tears; yet these remarks, with 
many more of the same description, were not- sufficiently 
imposing to eiidow me with resolution still to * abide the 
petting of the pitiless storm;* and I determined to finish 
my wretched existence before the dawning of another 
morning. This was indeed a night of horror; but, in the 
moment of executing my fatal, my God-dishonoring 
purpose, the image of my Eliza, irradiating the prison 
ifialls, seemed to stand before me. She appeared as if 

* The author here allades to a passage, than which no one is more 
frequently misquoted, or misaDphed. The text from which this ii 
taken is lieb. ix. 27, which ougnt always to be read in connexion with 
the three preceding verses, and the one , following. Should this be 
done, it would evidently appear that the apostle was speaking of the 
death of the high priest * by blood of others/ and not of the death 
whiph is tb® common lot of all mankind. Compare it with Chap. vii. 
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eoDimiBsioned by Heaven to soothe my tortured spirit. 
I prostrated myself before the perhaps imaginary vision^ 
and, for the first moment since I had occupied this dreary 
abode,' my heart softened, and a shower of tears came to 
my relief; yea, and I was relieved. My soul became 
calm, and although every hope from this world was 
extinct in my bosom, yet I believed I should be better 
able to accommodate myself, to whatever sufferings the 
Almighty mij^ht think proper to inflict. I passed the 
remamder of the night in endeavoring to fortify my 
miild; a pleasing melancholy took poAsession of my spirit 
I drew consolation from remembering, the time of suf 
fering was not long; that there was a rest, a life of 
uninterrupted felicity beyond the grave; that of this rest, 
this life, no power on the earth could deprive me; and 
that I ought therefore ouietly to wait, and patiently to 
hope, for the salvation or my God. Thus, although my 
night had been sleepless, my mind became so calm, and 
my spirit so greatly refreshed, that when the keeper 
opened the door in the morning, to inform me, that in 
three hours he should lodge me m Newgate, I answered ' 
with unaffected composure: I am ready, sir. 

In less than an hour, however, I had a new source of 
inquietude. My brother, William Neale, having received 
a hint of the arrest, had searched f^om place to place, 
until at length finding me, with tears of sympathy he 
reproached me, even m the presience of the woman, for 
not immediately summoning him to my relief. This 
female turnkey, observing the appearance of my brother, 
and the feeling manner, in which he addressed me, began 
to hope, notwithstanding what she bad termed my ob- 
stinacy, that they should t^ap some benefit from me after 
alL * Why,* said William, * did you not send for me 
immediately upon your entering tms house;* • Ay, dear 
sir, BO I said: why, dear sir, said I, cannot you send for 
some of your friends? for I knt)w'd as how, the gentle- 
man had many friends, and my husband would have 
ffone himself to any part of the to^vn, with all his soul. 
tfo one can ever say, that we were backward, in doing 
every thing in our power to serve and oblige every gentle- 
man that ever came into our house: and, though I say it, 
that should not say it, I believe there is not a house, in 
our way, in London, that has ever had more good people 
in it, as a body may say, than ours; and, sa^s I, Lord, 
sir, says 1, you need not for to make yourself uneasy; it 
is no crime, says I, to be in difficultv, or the like of that; 
the best people in the worid, says I, are in the greatest 
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diflcuhies^ says I; I am sure, I have had my share of 
troubles and difficukiee in this world, says I; but I had 
better, says I, have them here, than in a worse place; I 
hope, I shall atone for all my sins here.' Thus did this 
creature's tongue run, and would have continued so to do, 
had not my brother asked, if 1 had breakfasted? *Ay, 
sir, I am glad to hear you say something of that. The 
poor gentleman has not seemed to care anything about 
eating or drinking: for my part, I was frightened, in the 
dread of the poor |^ntleman's dying* in the house; 1 
would have urged him over and over again; but saia I, 
may be he will think as how, that I mean my own inter- 
est, and so I did not care to say much about it; but, sir, 
the poor gentleman can't think you have any interest.' 
'Get breakfast, ma'am.' 'Tea or coSoe, gentleman?' 
' Both, ma'am, and, do vou hear, let us have a private 
room.' 'ITes, sir.' When left alone, my ftiend, and 
brother, again reproached me for delaying my communis 
cations to him. 1 frasklv toM him, that I was so far from 
being disposed to solicit his aid, that I seriously regretted 
he had discovered me; that I had no wish to involve 
my friends in my ^fficuities; that I WQuld much rather 
continue a prisoner, for the remainder of my life, than 
incur obligations, which I had no prospect of discharging. 
* Poh, poh,' said he, ' this is idle talk. Tou cannot 
believe, you would be the only sufierer from your continu- 
ing endurance.' But I should not suffer long. *You 
know not how long, however, drop the subject, here is 
breakfast; sit you down, and let us breakfast together; 
we will resume our subject by and by.' Yes, William, 
we will resume our subject, by and by; but suffer me to 
observe, you shall not come under bonds on my account, 
neither shall you discharge my debts; eoUsent to this 
stipulation, or I touch no breakfast. ' Pshaw, pshaw, 
how whimsical; but eat your breakfast, man: I promise, 
I will do neither.' We then breakfasted in peace,and I 
derived a mournful kind of pleasure, from the assurance, 
that I should not involve the brother of Eliza in my^ruio. 
But, how great was my astonishment, when he ordered 
in the offi<^, who was also master of the house, when, 
after demanding and discharging his bill, he produced a 
receipt in full from my creditor, and a com{^te discharge 
for me. Thus was I liberated from the fanj^ of these 
harpies, and I accompanied this commisserating brother 
to nis hospitable mansion, where he related to me the 
means, by which he had discovered me. 

Quilting this nobletmiiided friend, I haslened home to 
my suffering mother, who was in agonies Md my account; 
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ignorant where I was, or what was my situation, her 
apprehensions were of the most fearful kind. We ming- 
led our tears, while she most affectionately endeavored 
to soothe me, and to bind up my broken heart; but my 
only remaining hope was, that, in this distempered state, 
I had not long to suffer. Buty alas! here also I was 
deceive<l; long, very long have 1 continued, and with 
heart-^felt sorrow, to tread this thorny maze. The broth- 
ers of my departed angel combined to help me forward; 
many plans were proposed for me; a sum of money was 
hired to place me, as a partner, in a mercantile house, 
and my brothers were my bondsmen! I detested the 
thought of new prospects from such a world as this, but, 
to my beloved William, I was largely in debt; he had a' 
growing family, and both gratitude, as well as justice, 
demanded I should make every effort for his remunera- - 
tion. Thus I again became a melancholy man of 
business. It was supposed the road, not only to com- 
petency, but to affluence, was open before me, and I 
was pronounced in flourishing circumstances. It was, for 
those who loved me, a pleasing dream; but soon the 
l^olden vision vanished, and J awoke to the certainty of 
Its being no more than a dream. 

Again I returned to my lonely dwelling; pleased with 
the thought, that my solitude would no more be inter- 
rupted; agaui I detested the world, and all which it 
could bestow. Thus a few more melancholy months 
rolled mournfully away, and I expected to finish my days 
in the retirement, to which I was devoted. One con^ 
sideration, however, atill pressed heavily upon my mind 
The very considerable sums j for which I was indebted to 
my generous brother, was, to me, a mighty burden; and 
tius beloved brother, availing himself of my anxiety on 
this account, once more set me afloat. Many were the 
eflforts, to which I consented; great were my mental 
sacrifices. But one expedient remamed; it was a mourn- 
ful expedi^it. I will not delineate; I pause; I throw a 
veil- over many revolving months; let it suffice to say, 
my purpose was gained, my debts were paid, my pecuni- 
ary circumstances easy; but this was all. How mysteri 
Qus are the ways of heaven ! how many torturing scenes 
I have passed through! But, blessed be God, / have 
passed through them. Thanks be to the Father of 
mercies, they can no more be reiterated : My newly ac- 
quired competency {assessed no charms for me; f derived 
DO satisfaction from an3rth]ng around me. In fact, I had 
nothing in prospect, and hope seemed to havd expired in 
my bosom. 
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CHAFl'ER V. 

The bereaved man, quittir^ his native shores, embarke 
for America; indiUging the fond hope of sefuestering him- 
self in the solitude, for vmich he sighed. But contrary 
io his expectations, a series of circumstances combine to 
produce aim a Promulgator of the^Oospel of God^ owt 
Saviour. 

Death^s sable pall o er all my pleasures thrown^ 
My native isle to me a desert grown ; 
Said and forlorn, to the new world I fled, 
Amid its wikb to sbield my widowed head. 

BfAvivo, as has been described, laid the companion of 
my youth, the wife of my bosom, in the apr.iye; my spirit 
still hovered round her tomb.^ It has been seen, that my 
life seemed devoted to misery; that I wept at ali times, 
except when I turned my attention to that bright world, 
upon which, I imagined, I was verging; that I wished the 
act of putting a period to a weary m^ had ranked among 
the Christian virtues; that I never more passionately 
longed fdr any good, than for the* period, waich was to 
put an end to my existence;, that I had but few acquaint* 
ance, that I wished not to form new aonneadons; that I 
was sick of the- world, and all which it could bestow; that 
the retirement of my lonely dwelling was most acceptable 
to me; that I abhorred the thoi^t of expecting any thin? 
like happiness in this world; and, that I thus passed 
weeks and months, verily believing, that I should thas 
finish my days, which, I cherished a soothing hope, would 
soon be numbered. 

Through those sad scenes of sorrow, to which I was 
condemned, I had one friend, one earthly friend, from 
whom I derived real consolation. This friend was Mr. 
James Rel^, the man who had been made an instrument, 
in the hand of God, of leading me into an acquaintance 
with the truth, as it is in Jesus. This kind friend often 
visited me; and in conversing with him, I found my 
heart lightened of its burden; I could better bear the 
pitiless storm, that beat upon me, when strengthened by 
the example of this son of sorrow; we frequently con- 
versed upon the things of the kingdom, and Mr. Kelly, 
observing my heart much warmed and enlarged by these 
tfubjectSy urged me to go forth, and make mention of 



the loTing'kindness of God. No, no, I constantly replied, 
it is not my design again to step forth in a public charac^ 
ter. I have been a promulgator of falsehood. ' An<f why 
not,' ho would interrupt, ' a promulgator of truth ? Sure^ 
ly you owe this atonement to the God, who hath irrad- 
iated your understanding by the light of his counte- 
nance.' But no argument, he made use of, was suf- 
ficiently strong to excite in my bosom a single wish, that 
I had either inclination or capability, for a character so 
arduous; my heart's desire was to pass through life, 
unheard^ unseen, unknovm to all, a$ though I ne'er had 
beenz I had an aversion to society, and, since I could 
not l>e permitted to leave the world, I was solicitous to 
retire from its noise and its nonsense; I was indeed a 
burden to myself and no advantage to any body else; 
every place,- every thing served to render me more mis- 
erable, for they led my mind to the contemplation of past 
scenes, of scenes never more to return. Such was the 
situation of my mind, when, at the house of one of Mr. 
Relly's hearers, I accidentally met a gentleman from 
America. I listened with attention to his account of the 
e^^untry, in which he had so long resided; I was charmed 
wi h his description of its extent, its forests, its lakes, 
its rivers; its towns its inhabitants, the liberty they en- 
joytMi^ and the peace and plenty, which they possessed: 
1 listeued to every thine with astonishment; and I turned 
toward the new world my most ardent wishes. I com- 
municated my desire to visit America to my mother, to 
my brethren. I was ridiculed for entertaining a project 
so chimerical. What, cross the Atlantic! For what 
purpose? To whom would I go? What could I do? 
What object could I have in view? I was unable to 
answer any of these questions; I had not a single acquaint- 
ance «in America, indeed I had no wish to make ac- 
quaintance; I had nothing in prospect, but a kind of 
negative happiness; I did not mean to commence a voy- 
age in pursuit of bliss, but to avoid, if possible, a part of 
my misery. 

My mind for a considerable time labored with my pur- 
pose; many difficulties interposed, I would infinitely have 
prefered entering that narrow house which is appointed 
for all living, but this I was not permitted to do; and I con 
«eived, to quit England and to retire to America, was the 
next thing to be desired. Nights and days of deliberation 
at length convinced my judgment, and I was determined to 
depart for the new world. My few friends urged me most 
earnestly to let them apply to those, who had oonnexions 
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in America, for letters of introducdoii, or recommmidatioB 
No, by no means, this would most effectually defeat my 
purpose; I would rather not go, than go thus. My ob- 
ject was to close my life in solitude, in the most complete 
retirement and with those views I commenced prepara- 
tions for my voyage. I visited the brother of my departed 
wife, and 1 beheld both him, and his children, with the 
same eyes a dying person would have beheld them; tears 
frequently stole down my face, and a • thousand thoughts 
that served to harrow up my soul, crowiled upon me. 
I was determined not to repeat this scene, and I bid them 
adieu; could I have done this upon a bed of death,*how 
much happier should I have been! 

The place I now occupied, to which I had recent^ 
removed, was extremely beautiful; it was in the vi- 
cinity of London. I had aiine garden, and a delight- 
ful prospect; but my better self had fled this globe, and 
with her fled my soul's cairn sunshine every kearUfeU 
joy. I was, as I have frequently said, extremely wretch- 
ed; I spake to the master of a vessel, bound to New- 
York; I agreed for my passage; my heart trembled; it 
was worse than death. He fixed the time for my de- 
parture; every arrangement was made. My brother, 
my widowed mother, I met them -in my parlor; it was 
torturing. ^ Sit down, my son,' said my weeping parent: 
my brother appeared a silent spectacle of sorrow: M 
know you my child, too well to expect I can alter your 
resolution; it is now too late to beseech you to reflect; 
1 know you have long reflected, and I am astonished to find 
you still determined. You have a charming situation; 
your prospects are good; could you buC make your mind 
easy, you might still be happy; why, then, this aversion 
to life?' I interrupted her, by declaring^ that the whole 
world would not, could not detain me longer in England; 
yet I passionately loved my country, and my few remain- 
uks friends shared the best aflections of my heart. This 
voluntary exile was worse. than death; but I was impelled 
to go, and go I must. My poor mother threw her fond arms 
about my neck: Once more,' said she *you leave me, 
but not now, as before, then you left me in my native 
place, among my natural connexions; then too I had hope 
you would again be restored to me — ^but now' — and she 
burst into tears; my heart was agonized. I entreated 
her to consider me as on the bed of death. Nor again 
to think of me, as of a living son. Be thankful my mother, 
be thankful it is no worse; be thankful I have not fallen 
8 victim to the despondency of my spirit. I lemre you 
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witb your children, with children kind and dutiful; and, 
what 13 better than all, i leave you in the hands and under 
the care of a kind God, who hath said, 1 will never leave 
you, nor forsake you. ' But shall I hear from you, ray 
son?' Do not, [ entreat of you, think of me, as living: 
1 go to bury myself in the wilds of America; no one shadl 
hear from me, nor of me. I have done with the world; 
and, prostrating myself in the presence of my mother 
and my God, with streaming eyes, and supplicating hands, 
I commended my soul, and all who were connected with 
me, or allied to me, to that Being, who orders all things 
according to his own good pleasure. 

I left my mother in an agony of affliction, and retired, 
but not to rest. My baggage had been sent on boai i ship 
in the morning, and, accompanied by niy brother, we took 
a boat and peissed down to Grave's-End, where I en- 
tered on board the vessel, that was to convey me to 
America, which, in my then judgment, was tantamount 
CO quitting the world. 

The vessel, however did not sail inmiediately; I had 
an opportunity of going on shore a^ain, and spending 
some time at Grave's-£nd. Fond of being alone, I as- 
cended a lofty eminence, and sat me down under the 
shade of a wide spreading tree; here I had leisure, and 
inclination for reflection. On one hand, I beheld the 
wide ocean, my path to the new world; on the other, the 
Thames, upon the sflvery surface of which, many were 
passing to London. My mind rapidly run over the vari- 
ous scenes I had mtnessed, since my arrival in that great 
city. I dwelt upon the good I had lost, never more to be 
recoverpd. My soul sickened at the recollection of my 
heavy bereavement, of the solitary situation, to which I 
was reduced. I was going from a world in which I had 
some associates, and some friends, into a country where 
every individual was unknown to me ! 1 was going on 
board a vessel, to the crew of which I Was an utter stran- 
ger — all gloomy — truly gloomy. One idea however con- 
tinued my abiding consolation, I might soon finish my 
course, and bid an eternal adieu to^sorrow of every descrip- 
tion. Yet I trembled at what was before me; I was fear- 
ful I was wrong. Just at this period the wind shifted, the 
signal was made for sailing; but before I descended the em- 
inence, I once more threw my eyes upon the surrounding 
scenes. I felt destitute and forlorn; tears gushed in my 
eyes. My domestic felicity, my social connexions, the 
pleasure I had derived from listening to the testimony of 
truth these all rushed upon my recollection, with subduing 
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power; I prostrated myself upon the ground^ with stream- 
ing eyes exclaiming: Oh, thou dear parent earth, thou 
much loved native soil, why not open, and give me a 
quiet resting place in thy bosom. Oh! thou deai, de- 
parted friend of my soul, hast thou no power to loose 
these chains, that bind me to this state of being. Is 
there no eye to pity, no hand to help a wretched outcast' 
' can I not be indulged with death? But death comes not 
at call. In this situation I continued bedewinff the oarth 
with my tears, until it pleased the kind God to speak 
peace to my tortured heart, and I seemed to hear a v<mc6 
callia^ unto me, Be of good cheer ^ your God is with 
you, He will never leave you, nor fwsake you; He is in 
the wide waste, as in the full city. Be not afraid, when 
thou passest through the waters; I will be with thee, 
fear no evil; the friend of sinners will be with thee, and 
make thy way plain before thee; He wiU cause the desert 
to blossom as the rose. The youn^ lions cry, and thy 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Thou art nearer and 
dearer to thu heavenly Father, than all the inhahitmnts of 
the deep, than all the tenants of the forest. Thus did 
the spirit of grace and consolation comfort my afflicted 
heart, so thiat, afler bidding an affectionate adieu to the 
scenes of the morning and meridian of my days; after 
taking what I believed aii eternal leave <^ my native 
soil, of my friends, and relatives; after dropping many 
tears to the memory of eac)i; and, last of all to the ashes 
of my dear self: with an aching head, a pained heart, 
and eyes swelled by weeping, on Saturday evening, July 
twenty-first, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy, I hastened on board the brig 
< Hand in hand;' and, upon the ensuing morning, as we 
passed round Beachy Head, I beheld the white cliffs of 
Albion. No language can describe my sensations, as 
those white cliffs receded from my view, as I took a last 
look of England! I retired to my cabin, covered my 
face, and wept until I was completely exhausted. But 
God was pleased to lift up the light of his* countenance 
upon me; my voyage passed more pleasantly, than I had 
calculated, and I was the happy instrument of contribut 
ing to the comfort of many on board. I was not sick 
upon the passage; I became n^ore than reconciled to my 
circumstances, and I almost dreaded the thought of leach 
inff my destined port. 

I did not anticipate my fate upon my arrival; I had de- 
termined upon nothing, and yet I was not distressed; a 
perfect indifference pervaded my soul. I hod in mj 
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trunkii many articles of clothing, more than I should 
want; for I did not calculate upon being many years ao 
inhabitant of this globe. I hud some money, I had my 
Bible, and a very large collection of the letters of my 
£liza, in which I took much delight; and, upon the 
whole, I fancied myself rather rich, than otherwise. 
In this state of resignation, indifference, or insensibility, 
I passed the greater part of the voyage. 

As we drew near the coast of America, I experienced 
none of those delightful sensations, which swelled my 
bosom, a few years before, on returning to England from 
Ireland; neither did I experience those terrifying appre- 
hensions, for which there was such abundant reason, on 
advancing to an unknown country, without patron, or 
£nend. My mind>vas calm and unruffled, neither elated 
by hope, nor depressed by fear I had obtained precisely 
that situation, for which I had supplicated heaven, when 
entering upon this untried state of being, humbly depend- 
ing upon mat God, who was in every place the same un- 
changeing friend of the creature, whom he had made. 1 
was, as it were, between two worlds; one I had tried, 
and, finding it contained more of bitter, than of sweet, 1 
had turned from ic with disgust. I advanced toward the 
other, without high raised expectations, without fearful 
apprehensions. I was pleased with the wonders of my 
G(m1, as i beheld them m the great deep; I was amazeit 
at the variety of its inhabitants, yet how small a part 
could I tsaee. I wiu» astbnished at the number of birds, 
flitting over the ocean; and I thought if provision was 
made i&r them, I had no reason Ibr fear. On a brilliant 
moonlight evening,, our ship struck on something, which 
threw us off our seats! What eould it be? we were ip 
the centre of the Western ocean. We soon discovered il 
was a sleeping whale; we also beheld the water-spout, se 
often descril]^, as a surprising phenomenon. Thus 
was my woBdering mind beguiled of its sorrows^ We saw 
a number of vessels on our way, some passing to the coun 
try we had left; my heart sighed, as they pursued theii 
course, and I frequently, and audibly exclaimed, Deal 
native country, never more to be seen by me ! nor was 
the exclamation unaccompanied by a tear. 

We were, as it wa» supposed, within three days sail of 
New York, when we met a vessel, bound for England. 
Our merchant questioned the captain, respecting the state 
of public affairs in America. 1 he Americans had, some 
tkne before, entered into the non-importation agreement, 
and otur merchant was anxk>us, on account of the goods 
12 
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he had on board. The eaptaiu assured him, thej had 
given up the agreement in Philadelphia, but that they 
zealously adhered to it in New York. Our captain, 
therefore, received immediate orders, tochansrethe course 
of the vessel for Philadelphia; but when we nad got near 
enough to this harbor to take a pilot, the pilot informed 
us, the reverse of the information we had received was 
the truth; upon which the merchant determined to go as 
far as the city, there obtain a certainty, and if so, to pro- 
ceed to New York, with all possible despatch. We were 
a considerable time passing up the Delaware, and, upon 
a fine day, while we lay at anchor, the merchant prcH 
posed going on shore, for the purpose of ubtaining com 
and fruit. 

It was in the month of September, when we arrived in 
the Delaware: the country, upon the banks of this fine 
river, exhibited a most enchanting appearance, especial- 
ly to those, who had been for many weeks out of sight of 
land, and had never seen those shores before. As we 
drew near the land, the woods, seeming to grow out of 
the water, had to liie a very uncommon appearance; but 
every thing, in this country, was uncommon. We went 
on shore, and ascended a gentle acclivity, when, entering 
mto a small log-house, I was astonished to see a woman 
preparing some excellent wild ducks for dinner; live in a 
log-house, and feed upon ducks ! We passed into her 
garden, where, amid its rich variety, my attention was 
arrested by a large peach-tree, loaded with the best fruit, 
bending to the earth ! I was beyond expression charmed, 
and delighted, and my heart beat with grateful afifection 
to the universal Parent, for giving the inhabitants of this 
new world thus liberally to enjoy. When we reached 
Philadelphia, I was amazed to behold a city of such mag- 
nitude, in a country, which I had considered, as a wilder 
ness. The captain supposed it a disappointment to me, 
that we had not put into New York, as that was the 
place of my destination; I requested him to make himself 
easy, as it was a matter of perfect indifference to me 
upon what part of the country I landed; and, if he could 
procure me r private lodging, I would go on shore in this 
city. This he told me he would do, but this he could 
not do, at least in the circle of his connexions. He then 
proposed my going, by land, to New York. This also I 
was willing to do, if he would let me know how. He 
would send and cake me a place in the stage. The stage 
had been gone some time. He then proposed I should 
tarry in the vessel, and set out with him the next morning 
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for New York, to which arrangement I agreed. Tha 
other passengers left us in Philadelphia. The water 
was smooth, and our passage pleasant, until we were, as 
was supposed, near Sandy "Hook; a dense fog Chen arose, 
which was sufficiently thick to prevent our seeing the end 
of our bowsprit. A sloop shot past us, and we inquired 
how far we were from Sandy-Hook? The answer was 
seventy miles, but we understood seven, and we pressed 
on, and in a few moments were in the midst of the break-* 
ers; the vessel struck upon the bar, but passed over, into 
a place we afterwards learned was called Cranberry 
Inlet. The fog now dispersed, and we discovered w© 
were nearly on shore; our anchors, however, saved us; 
but we were greatly ^alarmed, and never expected to get 
off again. The sloop, with which we had spoken, en- 
tered this Inlet before us, and was light. The captain 
proposed to engage this sloop to receive on board a» 
much of our cargo as she could contain : thus, by lighten- 
ing his vessel, to give himself the only probable chance 
of getting off. This was effectuated, and night coming 
on, the captain, with many apologies, requested me to 
lod^e on board the sloop, inasmuch as there were many 
yaluable articles, which he was afraid to trust, without a 
confidential person. To this I readily consented, and 
taking my Bible, and my purse, I went on board the 
sloop. The plan of the captain was, supposing the 
morning should present no prospect of getting off, to 
deposit the remainder of his cargo upon the beach; but, 
if they should get off, we were immediately to follow; the 
goods were to be replaced; and the sloop dismissed. I 
went not to bed, and when the morning dawned, just at 
high water, the wind bloAving from^the shore, they got 
off, making a signal for us to follow; and with all possi- 
ble despatch we prepared to obey, but the wind instantly 
shiflinff drove us back, and they proceeded on to New 
York, leaving us in the bay. 

It proved upon examination, we had uo provisions on 
board; we were, therefore, necessitated to lock up the 
vessel, and go on shore, in search of sustenance. It was 
the aiier part of the day before we (isould effectuate our 

{mrpose, when I went with the boatmen to a tavern, and 
eaving them there, pursued a solitary walk through the 
woods, whicl^ seemed to surround this place. My mind 
was greatly agitated; I was now in the new world; and in 
just such a part of this new world, as had appeared so 
desirable in prospect. Here I was as much alone, as I 
eould wish, and my heart exclaimed: ' 0, thai I Iwd in 
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ihis wildeme9», the lodging place of a poor way-fiinv^ 
man; some cave, 9omegrot, some place where ImigntJinUh 
my day$ in calm repose. ' As tntis I passed alone, thus 
contemplating, thus supplicating; I unexpectedly reached 
a small log-house, and saw a girl cleaning a fresh fish; I 
requested she would sell it to me. * No, sir, you will 
find a very great plenty al the next house; we want this.' 
The nexthouse, what this ? pointing to one in the woods. 

* O no, sir, that is a meeting-house.' A meeting-house 
here in these woods? I was exceedingly surprised. 

* You must pass the meeting-house, sir; and a little way 
farther on, you will see the other house, where you will 
find fish enough.' I went forward, I came to the door; 
there was indeed a large pile offish of various sorts, and 
at a tittle distance stood a tall man, rough in appearance 
and evidently advanced in years: Pray, sir, will you have 
the goodness to sell me one of those fish? * No, sir.' 
That is strange, when you have so many, to refuse me a 
single fish ! * I did not refuse you a fish, sir; yon are 
welcome to as many as you please, but I do not sell this 
article; I do not sell fish, sir, I have them fer taking up, 
and you may obtain them the same way.' I, thanked 
him: * But,' said he, * what do you wifnt of those fis^h?* 
I informed him, that the marines, who belonged to tho 
sloop at a distance, were at a tavern, and would be glad, 
iflcouW procure them something for supper. *Well, 
sir, I will send my man over with the fish; but you caB 
tarry here, and have some dressed for yourself.' No, sir, 
it is proper f should see how they are «ccofnTnodated.|| 
' Well, sir, you shall do as you please; but, after supper, 

I beg you would return, and take a bed with us, you will 
be better pleased h^r^, than in a tavern.' I gratefully 
thanked him, and cheerfully accepted his ofiTer. I was 
astonished to see so much g^iuine poiliteness and urbani- 
ty, under so rough a form; but my astonishment was 
greatly increased on my return. His room was prepared, 
his fire bright, and his heart open. * Come,' saia be, ' my 
friend, I am ^ad you have returned, I have longed to 
see you, I have been expecting you a long time.' I was 
perfectly amazed. What do you mean, sir? * I must go 
on my own way, I am a poor ignorant man, I neither 
know how to read, nor write; I was bom in these woods, 
and my father did not think proper to teach me my let 
ters. I worked, on these grounds, until I became a rnan, 
when I went coasting voyages from hence to New York, 
I was then desirous of becoming a husband, bfrt, in goinm 
to New York, I was pressed on board a man of war> and I 
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wta taken, in admiral Warren's ship to Cape-Breton. 
I never drank any rum, so they saved my allowance; but 
I would not bear an afiVont, so if any of the officers struck 
me I struck them again, but the admiral took my part, 
called me hLs ne weight man. When we reached Louis- 
bourg, I ran away and travelled barefooted through the 
country, and almost naked, to New York, where I was 
known, and supplied with clothes and money, and soon 
returned to this place, when I found my girl married; 
this rendered me very unhappy, but I recovered my tran- 
auillity and married her sister. I sat down to work; got 
forward very fast; constructed a saw-mill; possessed 
myself of this farm, and five hundred acres of adjoining 
land. I entered into navigation, became the owner of a 
sloop, and have got together a large estate. I am, as I 
said, unable either to write or read, but I. am capable of 
reflection; the sacred scriptures have been often read to 
me, from which I gather, that there is a great and good 
Being, to whom we are indebted for all we enjoy. It is 
this great, and good Being, who hath preserved, and pro- 
lectc^d me, through innumerable dangers, and, as He had 
given me a house of my own, I conceived I could not do 
less than to open it to the stranger, let him be who he 
would; and especially, if a travelling minister passed this 
way, he always received an invitation to put up at mj 
house, and hold his meetings here. I continued this 
practice for more than seven years, and, illiterate as I 
was, I used to converse with them, and was fond of ask- 
ing them questions. They pronounced me an odd mortal, 
declaring themselves at a loss what to make of me: while 
I continued to affirm, that I had but one hope; I believed, 
that Jesus Christ suffered death for my transgressions, 
and this alone was suffiiieDt for me. At length my wife 
grew wearv of having meetings held in her^house, and I 
determined to build a house for the worship of Ood.^ I 
had no children, and I knew that I was beholden to Al- 
mighty God for every thing, which I possessed; and it 
seemed right, I should appropriate a part, of what he had 
bestowed, for His service. My neighbors offered their 
assistance. But no, said I; God has given me enough to 
do this work, without your aid, and, as he has put it into 
my heart to do, so I will do. And who, it was asked, 
will be your preacher? I answered, God will send me a 
preacher, and of a very different stamp from those, who 
nave heretofore preached in my house. The preacheis, 
we have heard, are perpetually contradicting themselves; 
bat that God, who has put it into my heart to build this 
12* 



Iioiuey wiU send one, who »liaM detirer unto me bis own 
truth; who i^haU speak of Jesus Christ, and hi»flalvatioiL 
When the house was finished, I received an application 
from the Baptists; and I told them, if they could make it 
.a.pj>ear, that God Aluiightv was a Baptist, the building 
should be theirs at once. The Quakers, and Presbyteri- 
ans, received similar answers. No, said I, as I firmly 
believe, that all mankind are equally dear to AlmighQr 
God, they shall aM be equaUy welcome to pr«acb in this 
house, which I have built. My neighbors assured me^ I 
iiever should see a jpreacher, whose sentiments conres* 
|M>nded with my «wn; but my uniform reply was, that I 
assuredly should. I engaged, the first year, with a man, 
who I greatly disliked; we parted, and, for some years 
we have had no stated minister. My friends often ask 
me, ' Where is the preacher, of whom you spake ? ' And 
my constant r^ly has been, He will 'by and by make his 
ap4>earance. The moment 1 beheld your vessel on shore, 
it seemed as if a Toice had Midibly sounded in my ears: 
There, Potter, in that vessel, cast away on that shore, is 
the preacher, you have been so long exwctiug. I heard 
the voices and I betiev«d the report; ana when yon cane 
up to my door, and asked for the fish, the same voio« 
seemed to repeat:' Potter, this is the ttan, this is the 
person, whom I have sent to preaoh in your house ! ' 

I was astonished, immeasurabLy astonished at Mr. Pot- 
ter ^s narrative; but yet I had not the smallest idea it 
could ever be realized. I requesfled to know, what he couid 
discern in niy gf^ieariince, which eould lead him to mis- 
take me for a |ffeacher? ' What,' said he, '•oould I dis- 
cern, when you were in the vessel, that could induce this 
conclusion? No, sir, it is not what I ^a0., or 9ee, but 
whatl/e04 which produces in^jnymind a full convic- 
tion.' 

But, ray dear «ir, you are deceived, indeed you are 
deceived; lAever ahaU preach in this fdaee, nor aay* 
where else. 

' Have yon never preached? can you say you hav« 
nev«r preiKshedi' I canneit, but I never intend to preaeh 
again. 

' Has not God lifted up the .tight of bis countenane# 
i^pon you? Has he not shown you his truth? ' 

I trust he has. • 

^And how dare you hide this truth? Do oaen light « 
candle t(» put it under abuahel? If God has shown yoK 
his salvation, why should you not show it to your fetlowr 
)n^? iPut {^n^W4|th«^ yo^iwill; {insure, God Ahnigh> 
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ty has sent fiftu to us for this purpose; I am not ^^eived, 
1 am sure I am not deceived.' 

I was terrified as the man thus went onj and i -began 
to fear that God, who orders all thkigs acoording «o the 
counsel of his own will, had ordained, that th<Hs ft should 
be, and my heart trembled at the idea. 1 endeavored, 
however, to banish my own fears, and to silence the 
warm-'hearted man by observing, that I was in the place 
of a supercargo; that property to a large amount had 
been entrusted to tny care: and that, ^he moment the 
wind changed, I was under the most solemn obligations 
to depart. 

« The wind wiH never change, sir, nntil you have de- 
livered to us, in that meeting-house, a iiieKsage from GchL' 

Still I was resolutely determined never to enter any 
pulpit, as a preacher; yet, being rendered truly unha{> 
»y, I begged I might be shown to my bed. He requested 

would pray with them, if I had no objection. J asked 
him, how he could suppose I had any ob)ecl»on to pray- 
ing? The <iuakers, he said, seldom prayed; and there 
WOTC others, who 'visited him? who were not in the habit 
of {M-aying. I never propose prayer, ^r, lest it should 
not meet with the approbatiem of those, with whom I 
sojourn; but I am always pleased, w^hfen prayer is pro* 
posed to me. i prayed, and my 'heart was greatly en 
larged and softened. When we parted for «he night, 
my kind host'solemnfy requested, inat I would think of 
what he had said. Alas ! he need not to have made this 
request; it was impossible to banish it from my mind. 
Wnen I entered my chamber, and shwt the door, i harst 
into tears; I wouM have given the wot^d, that I had 
never left £nflikind. I felt, as if the h»id of God was in 
the events, which had Ivrou^ mte to this place, and 1 
prayed most ardently, that God would assist and direct 
me by his ceunsetl. I presented myself before Him, as a 
roan bowed down by calamity; a metanc^olpr outca^, 
driven by repeated affiidioBs o£ bochr and of mmd to seek 
reflige in prtvate life, to seek solitude amid the wMds of 
America. Thou knowest, said my oppressed spirit, thon 
knowest, O Lord, that, if it had pleased thee, I would hav« 
prefenred death, as the safest, and most sure retreat; but 
Thou hast not seen fit to indulge my wishes in this re- 
spect. In thy providence, thou hast brought me into this 
new world; thou seest how I am oppressed* by solicitap 
tions to speak unto the people the words of life; thou 
knowest, that I am not sufficient for these things^ thou God 
oC my fathers, thou God of the straanger, look wilh piqr 



140 I«irS OW RKT. JOHN MURRAY. 

apon the poor, lonely wanderer, now before thee. 
thou, that sittest in the heavens, and rulest in the earth, 
and who assurest U8, that a hair of our head cannot fall, 
unnoticed by thee; O thou, who kindly directest us, thy 
poor dependant creatures, to acknowledge thee in all 
their ways, and to make their requests known unto thee 
in every time of afiliction, behold thy poor dependent, 
eupplic^.ting thee for thy kind direction and protection; 
if thou hast indeed put it into the heart of thv servait to 
demand of me, the meanest and weakest of all, to whom 
thou didst ever give power to believe in the name of thy 
Son, to declare unto him, and the people of this piace^ 
the gospel of thy grace O God! in mercy prepare me, 
prepare me for so vast an undertaking, and let thy pre- 
sence be with me; strengthen me, O Lord, by thy mighty 
spirit. And if it be not thy pleasure thus to employ me, 
— for thou, God, wilt send, by whom thou wilt send, — 
graciously manifest thy will, that so I itiay not by any 
means be drawn into a snare. Thou art the sinner'n 
friend, thou art the only friend I have. To thee, O thou 
compassionate Father of my spirit, encouraged by thy 
gracious promises, I make application. Pity, O pity the 
destitute stranger; leave me not, I most earnestly entreat 
thee, to my own direction. 

Thus did I pray, thus did I weep through the greater 
part of the night; dreading more than death, even sup- 
posing death an object of dread, the thought of engag- 
ing, as a public character. On the one hand, I discover- 
ed, that if there be a ruling power, a superintending 
providence, the account, given by the extraordinary man 
under whose roof I repos^, evinced its operation; that, 
if the heart of the creature be indeed in me hand of the 
Creator, it was manifest, that God had disposed the heart 
of this^man to view me as His messenger, sent for the 
purpose, of. declaring the council of. his peace to his 
creatures. On the other hand, I recollected, that the 
heart is deceitful, above all things; that the devices of 
the adversary are manifold; and that, had it been the 
will of God, that I should have become a promulgator of 
the gospel of his grace, he would have qualified me for 
an object of such infinite magnitude. If I testified of 
Jesus according to the scriptures, I well knew upon what 
I must calculate; the clergy, of all denominations, would 
unite to opf)ose me. For 1 had never met with any indi- 
vidual of that order, either in the Church of Rome; or 
elsewherej who were believers of the Gospel, that God 
preached unto Abraham, that» in Christ Jesus, rU tte 
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6imaties of the earth should be blessed; nor did ^tej, as 
far as I had known, embrace the fmnistfy of reconpi^a- 
tion, committed onto the apcwtles, nttmely, that Oed was 
t» Christ, reconciling the world unto Hinuelf, not, im- 
puting unto them their trespasses; nor did they acknowl- 
edge the restitution of all things, testified hy aH Ood^s 
holy prophets ever since the world began. To ^ese doc- 
trines I supposed clergymen in this, as well as in the 
country I had left, united in their opposition; and con- 
vinced that there were no enemies in 1^ worid more 
powerful, than the clergy, I trembled at the thought of 
stemming the fuW tide of their ^spleasure. I was per- 
suaded that people in general, b^ng under the dominion 
of the clergy, would hate where they hated, and report 
what they reported. Acquainted in some measure with 
human nature, and vnth divine revelation, I was certain, 
that, if I appeiu*ed in the character of a real disciple of 
Christ Jesus; if 1 dared to declare the whole truth of 
God, all manner of evil would be said of me; and, 
although it might be falsely scud, while the inventor of 
the slander would be conscious of its falsehood, the ma- 
jority of those who heard would yield it credit, and 1 
should become the victim of their credulity. 

I knew how Mr. Reiiy had suffered in Enffland, and 
the Apostles in Judea; and being a believer in the testimo- 
ny of God, I was assured, if my doctrines were the same, 
my treatment would be similar. All this rose t<y my view, 
and the prospect was tremendous. Thus I passed, the 
night, and the ensuing morning witnessed my indisposi- 
tion both of body and mind. My good friend renewed 
his solicitations. ' Will you, sir, spedc to me, and to" 
my neighbors, of the things which belong to our peace ?' 
Seeinff only thick woods, the tavern across the field ex- 
4;epted, I requested %o know what he Uaeant by neigh- 
bors? * O sir, we assemble a large congregation, when- 
ever the meeting-house is opened; iiide^, when my 
father first settled here, he was obltged to go twenty miles 
to grind a bushel of corn, but there are naw more than 
seven hundred inhabitanits within that distance.* I was 
amazed; indeed every thing I saw, and every thing Iheard« 
amazed me; nothing, except the religion of the people, 
resembled what I had left behind. 

My mind continued subjected to the most torturing re- 
flections. I could not brmg mys^ to yield to the en- 
larealies of Mr. Potter, and still I urged the neeesi»l;7 of 
fleparttng, liie moment the w4nd wotdd answer. Mar. 
Potter, was positive the wind wonld not dnngey imtil I 
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had spoken to the people. Most ardently did I desire to 
escape the importunities of this good man. The idea 
of a crowd, making a public exhibition of myself, was, 
to my 4esolate, wo-worn mind, intolerable; and the sob- 
pense, in which I was held w^s perfectly agonizing. I 
could not forbear acknowledging an uncommon coinci- 
dence of circumstances. The hopes and fears of this 
honest man, so long in operation, yet he evinced great 
warmth of disposition, and was evidently tinctured with 
enthusiasm; but, after making every allowance for these 
propeifisities, it could not be denied, that an over-ruling 
Fower seemed to operate, in an unusual, and remarka- 
ble manner. I could not forbear looking back upon the* 
mistakes, made during our passage, even to the coming 
in to this particular inlet, where no vessel, of the size of 
the brig ' Hand-in-Hand,' had ever before entered; 
every circumstance contributed to bring me to this house. 
Mr. Potter's address on seeing me; his assurance, that he 
knew I was on board the vessel, when he saw her at a 
distance: all tliese considerations pressed with powerful 
conviction on my mind, and I was ready to say, If God 
Almighty has, in his providence, so ordered events, as to 
bring me into this country for the purpose of making 
manifest the savor of his name, and of bringing many to 
the knowledge of the truth; thoueh I would infinitely 
prefer death, to entering into a character, which will 
subject me to what is infinitely worse than death; yet, 
as the issues of life and death are not under my direc- 
tion, am I not bound to submit to the dispensations of 
providence ? I wished, however, to be convinced, that 
It was the will of God, that 1 should step forth in a 
character, which would be considered as obnoxious as 
truly detestable. I was fully convinced, it was not by 
the will of the flesh, nor by the will of the world, nor 
by the will of the god of this world; all these were 
strongly opposed thereto. One moment, I felt my res- 
olution give way; the path, pointed out, seemed to 
brighten upon me: but the next, the difiiculties, from 
within and without, obscured the prospect, and 1 relapsed 
into a firm resolution to shelter myself, in solitude, 
from the hopes, and fears, and the various contentions of 
men. 

While I thus balanced, the Sabbath advanced. I had 
ventured to implore the God, who had sometimes con 
descended to indulge individuals with tokens of his ap 
probation, graciously to indulge me, upon this important 
occasion; and that^ if it were his wiUj that I should ob> 
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tiun the desire of my soul, by passing through life in a 
private character. It it were not his will, that I should 
engage as a preacher of the ministry of reconciliation, 
be would vouchsafe to grant me such a wiiid, as mlj^ht 
bear me from this shore, before the return of another 
Sabbath. I determined to take the changing of the wind 
for an answer; and, had the wind changed, it would 
have borne on its wings full conviction, because it 
would have corresponded with my wishes. But the 
wind changed not, and Saturday morning arrived. * WeW,* 
said my anxious friend, *now let me give notice to my 
neighbors.' No, sir, not yet, should the wind change in 
the middle of the afternoon, I must depart. No tongue 
can tell, nor heart conceive, how much i sufFertJ this 
afternoon; but the evening came on, and it was neces- 
eaiy I should determine; and at last, with much fear 
ancf trembling, I yielded a reluctant consent. Mr. Pot- 
ter then immediately despatched his servants, on horse- 
back, to spread the intelligence far and wide^ and they 
were to continue their information, until ten in the eve- 
ning. 

1 had no rest through .the night. What should f suy, 
or how address the people? Yet I recollected the admo- 
nition of our Lord: ' Tctke no thought xohat you shall 
•ay; it $haU be g'lven you in thai same hour, wfutt you 
tmdl say,* Ay, but this promise was made to his disci- 
ples. Well, by this, I shall know if I am a disciple. If 
God, in hie providence, is committing to me a dispensa- 
tion of the gospel, He will furnish me with matter, 
without my thought or care. If this thing be not of God, 
He will desert me, and this shall be another sign; on 
this, then, I rested. Sunday morning succetfed; my 
host was in transports. I was — I cannot describe how 
I was. I entered the house; it was neat and convenient, 
expressive of the character of the builder. There were 
no pews; the pulpit was rather in the Quaker mode; 
the scats were constructed with backs, roomy, and even 
elegant. I said there were napews; there was one large 
square pew, just before the pulpit; in this sat the vene- 
rable man and his family, particular friends, and visit- 
.ng strangers. In this pew sat, upon this occasion this 
happy man, and, surely, no man^ upon this side of 
heaven, was ever more completely happy. He looked 
up to the pulpit with eyes sparkling with pleasure; it ap- 
peared to nim, as the fulfilment of a promise long defer- 
red; and he reflected, with abundant consolation, on the 
•troDg faith, which he had cherished, while his associatea 
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would teuntiBgly que^ticHi, ^ Well, Potter, where is thk 
oiinister, who is to be sent to you ?' ^ &e is eooaing 
along, in God's own good time.' ' And do you stifi 
believe any such preacher will visit youB' ' O yes, assu- 
redly.' He reflected upon all this, and tea^rs of transport 
filled his eyes; he looked round upon the people, and 
every feature seemed to say,. ' There, what think you 
BOW?, When I returned to his house, he caught me ki 
his arms, < Now,^ new I mn wiUing to depart; Oh^ my 
God! I will praise thee; ihou hast graoted me my de- 
sire. After this truth I have been seeking^ but I have never 
found it,until now; i knew, that God^ who put it into my 
heart to build a house for his worship, would send a servant < 
of his own to proclaim his own gospel. 1 knew he would; 
I knew the time was come, whin 1 saw the- vessel ground- 
ed; I knew, you were the man, when I saw you approach 
my door, and my heart leaped £br |oy/ Visitors poured 
into the house; he took eaeh by the hattd. This is the 
happiest day of my life,' said the transported man: 
< There, neicrhbors, there is the nusoister God promised 
to send me; how do you like God's minister;' I ran from 
the company, and proetraiiii^ myself before the throne 
of grace, besought my God tO' take me, and do with me, 
whatever he pleased. I am^ said I, I am, O Lord God, 
in thine hand, as clay in tiie haod of the potter. If thou 
in thy providenee, hast brought me into this new world 
to make known unto tlus people the grace and the bless- 
ings of the new covenant; if thou hast thought proper, 
by making choice of so weak an instrument, to confound 
the wise; if thou hast been pleased to show to a babe, 
possessing neither wisdom nor prudence, what thou hast 
hid frotito^the wise and prudent,-— be <it so, O Father, for 
so it seemeth good in thy sight. But, O my merciful 
God ! leave me not, I beseech thee, for a single moment; 
for without thee, I can do nothing. O, make thy strength 
perfect in my weakness, that the world may see that 
thine is the power, and that therefore thine ought to be the 
glory. Thus my heart prayed, while supplicating teaars 
bedewed my face. 

1 felt, however, relieved and tranquillized, for I had 
power given me to trust in the Lord; to stay itpon the 
God of my salvation. Immediately upon my return to 
the company, my boatmen entered the house: < The wind 
is fair, sir.' Well, then, we will depart. It is late in 
the aflernoon, but no matter, I will emliark direetly;.! 
have been determined to embrace ,tho ^st ^tttMurtunity) 
well knowing the siispense the captainmustHMi inland 
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tke pain attendant thereon. Aeoerclii^^ly, as aeon mu 
matters could be adjusted, I set off; but not till my old 
friend, taking me by the hand, said : -^ You are now 
eoing to New York; I am afraid you will, when there, 
forget the man, to whom y&va Master sent you. But I 
do beseech you, come back to me again as soon as pessH 
ble.' The tears gushed into his eyes, and^ regarKiinr me 
with a look, indicative of the strongest afteetion, he threw 
his arms around me, repeating bis importunites, that I 
would not unnecessarily delay my return. I was greatly 
affected, reiterating the strongest assurances, that I would 
conform to his wishes. Why should 1 not^ said I; what 
is there to present me? I do not know an individuai iu 
New York; no one knows me; what should induce me 
to tarry there? ^ Ah, my friend,' said he, 'you will find 
many in New York, who wiil love and admire you, and 
they wilf wish to detain you in that city. But you have 
promised you will return, and I am sure you will perform 
your promise; and in the mean time, may the God ol* 
heaven be with you.' Unable to reply, I hurried from 
his door; and, on entering the vessel, I found the gcMMi 
old man had generously attended, to what had made no 
part of my care, by making ample provision, bot(i for me 
and the boatmen, during our little voyaee. 

I retired to the cabin; I had leisure for serious reflec- 
tions, and serious reflections crowded upon me. I was 
astonished, I was lost in wonder, in love, and praise; I 
saw, as evidently as I could see any object, visibly 
exhibited before me, that the good hand of God was in 
all these things. It is, I spontaneously exclaimed, it is the 
Lord's doings! and it is marvellous In my eyes. It 
appeared to me, that I coaki trace the hand of God, in 
bringing me, throuii^h a long chain of events, to such a 
place, to such a 'person, so evidently prepared for mv 
reception; and, wnile I acknowledged the wiH of Go<i, 
manifested re^.pecting my public character, I at the same 
moment dl^'angulshed the kindness of God, evinced by 
his indulging me with a retirement so exactly suited to 
my wishes. The house was neat, the situation enchant- 
ing, it was on the margin of the deep, on the side of an 
extensive bay, which abounded with fish of every descrip* 
tion, and a great variety of water fowl. On the other 
side of this dwelling, after passing over a few fields, 
(which at that time stood thick with com,) venerable 
woods, that seemed the coevals of time, presented a 
^aeene #|^ contemplation fit, towering, majestic, and 
ffling tn^devotional mind with a religious awe.' I 
13 
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reflected, therefore, with augmenting gratitude to mjf 
heavenly Father, upon the pressing invitation, he had 

rut iiito the heart of liis faithful servant to eive me; and 
determined to hasten back to this delightful retreat, 
where nothing, but the grandeur of simple nature,- exhib- 
ited in the surrounding objects, and the genuine operations 
of the divine spirit on the heart of the hospitable master, 
awaited my approach. 

I had not the least idea of tanying in New York a 
moment longer, than to see the captain, deliver up my, 
charge, and receive m^ baggage, and I resolved to return,, 
by the first opportumty, to my benevolent friend. And 
thus did I make up my mind: Well, if it be so, I am 
grateful to God, that the business is thus adjusted. If I 
must be a promulsator of these glad, these vast, yet 
obnoxious tidings, I shall however be sheltered in the 
bosom of friendship, in the bosom of retirement. I wUl 
employ myself on the grounds of my friend, thus earning 
my own support, and health will be a concomitant; while 
I will preach the glad tidings of salvation, free as the 
light of heaven. The business, thus arranged, I became 
reconciled to the will of the Almighty, and I commenced, 
with tolerable composure, another, and very important, 
stage of my various life. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Record eofUitnted from the September of 1170 to the Win 
ter 0/1774. 

' Armed with the sword of Jesse's youthful son. 
Engaged with ardor in the freedom won 
By Cnrist, the anointed God of earth and heaven, 
Dare nobly, Murray, tell the boon that's given. 

MotiobyaFrimuL 

Behold me now entering upon a new stage of the 
journey of life, a professed preacher of the gospel. Of 
my inability for an undertakmg so vast, I retained a con- 
tinued and depressing sense; but I determined to be as 
consistent, and as useful, as possible; I would be an a»- 
sistent to my new friend in his agricultural and fishing 
employments; and, upon every returning Sunday, I w^uld 
preach to him the truth as it is in Jesus; 1 had M^he most 
remote idea of ever preaching any where, but uRne house^ 
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which he had built; and thus I should questionless be in- 
dulged with the retirement, which had been the prime 
object of my voyage. Thus consolatory were my reflec- 
tions upon my passage to New York; at which place I 
arrived about noon, upon the ensuing day. I inquired 
for the captain, delivered up my charge, took my baggage 
from the brig Hand4n-Hand, and secured a lodging, un- 
til I could obtain a passage back to the hospitable mansion 
I had left. But the day had not closed in, before a num- 
ber of persons visited me, earnestly soliciting me to speak 
to them of the things of the kingdom ! I was immeasura- 
bly astonished; totally a stranger in the city, I could 
scarcely believe I was not in a dream. The boatman, 
however, having given an account of me on their arrival, 
the intelligence was wafted from one end of the city unto 
the other; and the people, being anxious to hear some- 
thing new, and from a new preacher, became extremely 
importunate. I could not deny that I had preached; but 
I gave the solicitors to understand, that I had absolutely 
engaged to return by the first opportunity, and that, of 
course I was not at liberty to comply with their reauest. 
They promised they would insure me a speedy and eli- 
gible conveyance, if I would consent to give them a dis- 
course in the Baptist meeting-house; and it became im- 
possible to resist their persuasions. The house was 
thronged, and the hearers so well sadsfied, as to solicit, 
most earnestly, my continuance among them. But this I 
was not disposed to do; this I could not do; my word, 
my honor was engaged to my first American friend; and, 
when duty is seconded by inclination, perseverance be- 
comes a matter of course. Upwards of a week elapsed, 
before the earnestly sought-for passaffe presented during 
which period I frequently preached and to crowded 
houses. I was gratified by the marked attention of many 
eharacters. Novelty is rarely destitute of attraction. 
Cven the minister extended to me the hand of apparent 
friendship; which I accounted for upon a supposition, 
that he was ignorant of my testimony. 1 made use of the 
game scriptures, which he made use of; and he was not 
apprized, that i yielded them unqualified credence. I had 
no doubt, that, so soon as he should be informed, that I 
Mieifed what I delivered, he would eondefMiy as much as 
he now appeared to approve. Yet some few there were, 
firm, unchanging friends, whose attachment to me, and 
my testimony, has to this moment continued unbroken. 
So sooi#y an opportunity to return presented, I very 
eheerfufly etnbraced it; and I felt my neart bound with 
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pleasure, at the thought of l^at meeting, wfaiph, a few 
days before, I would have died to avoid. The charming 
retreat, in the gift of my friend, was, in my estimation, 
highly preferable to New York, and ail which it could 
bestow: and I longed most earnestly to quit the one, and 
to return to the other. A number of friends accompa- 
nied me to the vessel, and we parted, with expressions of 
regret. A single day produced me again in the abode of 
genuine, Christian friendship^ to which I was welcomed 
with every demonstration of heart-felt joy. 

Here, then, I considered I had found a permanent 
home: that a final period was at length put to my wander* 
ings; and after all my apprehensive dread, from being 
drawn into the public character, now, that I had a pros* 
pect of sustaining this public character, in so private a 
manner, I was not only reconciled, but tranquillized, and 
happy. I had leisure to retrospect my past life, and I 
was filled with astonishment when I beheld all the vari- 
ous paths, which I had trod, ultimately leading me to a 
uniform contemplation of redeeming love; nor could I 
forbear exclaiming : Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty ! just and true are thy ways, O, thou 
King of saints! 

The winter now approached^ and with hasty strides; 
my worthy friend was diligently gathering in the fruits 
of the earth. I was disposed to aid him to the utmost of 
my abilities. He c<>uld not bear the thought of my labor- 
ing in the field, ' Why need you ? have you not enough 
!o engage your attention, in the business on which you 
ai-e sent? ' Believe me, my friend, my employment in 
your field, will not interrupt my reflections. I can study 
better in the field, than in my chamber; it requires but 
little study to deliver simple, plain, gospel truth; to per- 
vert this truth, requires a vast deal or wordly wisdom. 
Let me, my dear sir, do as I please; I have fixed vpon a 
plan, with which you shall be acquainted, when the 
labors of the day are closed. In the evening, when the 
cheerful fire blazed upon the hearth, and we were seated 
in the well-lighted parlor; ' Come,' said the good man, 
' now for your plan.' I think, my dear mr, said I, I am 
at length convinced, that God in his providence has 
thought proper to appoint me, however unworthy, to the 
ministry of the new testament; and while persuaded that 
our common Father has committed a dispensation cf the 
gospel to me, and that a wo is pronounced against me, 
if 1 preach it nOt, it will be impossible I shmi]^ remain 
silent: but, knowing, as I do, something of ihe nature 



^ UFK or Rxr* JOHV mriEAT* t4i 

of man, and of the situation of preachers, in genoraly 
I ain, for myself detenuiaed not to make a gain of 
godliness; I will make no provision for mvself. I 
have abundance of cloathing; and as to food, 1 will eat 
of whatever b set before me, asking no question, either 
for the sake of conscience, or appetite; and for my drink, 
nothing is so salutary for me, as cold water. I am per- 
suaded, I shall not live long in this world; at least, I 
hope I shall not. I am alone in the world; I shall want 
but little here, ' nor want that little long.' I reject, then, 
with my whole soul I reject, the liberal offer, you so re- 
cently made me, of a fixed stipend. I will have no sala- 
ry, 1 will have no collections, I will preach the gospel, 
freely. 1 will work in your fields, I will eat at your table, 
I will slake my thirst at the limpid stream which furnishes 
your family; but you shall make no change in the order 
of your house, on my account. I will associate with voiir 
associates. I expect to meet them, at the table of my 
great Lord and Master, in mansions beyond the grave; 
and shall I hesitate to meet them, upon equal terms, in 
this lower world .^ I am pleased with your situation; 
with your house of worship; with your neighbors; with 
every thing I am pleased; and if that God, who brought 
me hither, will graciously vouchsafe to indulge me with 
the privilege of tarrying here, until I am liberated from 
this body of sin and death, I shall be still better pleased. 
The good old man could no longer suppress his feel- 
ings. He arose from his seat, caught me in his arms, 
essayed to speak, paused, and at length exclaimed: ' O 
m^ God, is it possible? Why such, I have thought, 
mmisters of Jesus Christ ought to be.' But, my friend, 
I replied, every minister of Jesus Christ cannot live, as I 
can. I have no family, no home, no want. If I had a 
family, I should be worse than an infidel, not to make 
provisions for my household; but God, by separating me 
from my beloved companion, and my cherub boy, has 
enaUed me to preach the gospel, freely. I never saw 
any man so delighted, and especially with my determina- 
tion to continue with him. Dear, kind-hearted man, 
both he, and I, then believed, that death only could separ 
rate us.* In a place, so remote from tl^ world, I im- 

* If tlie reader wishes to perase a de ineatLon of the feelingt of the 
eabject of this biography, upon Tisiting this delightful retreat, after 
the demise of its pnilanthropic owner, with a sermon, preached npoa 
the occasion, he may see both in the eleventh Letter, Vol. I. of tha 
' Letters and Sketches of Sermons,' recently published by the now 
'deputed preacher. Cn. 
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agined I should enjoy, uninterruptedly, every ynsh of my 
heart; and again and again I felicitated myself in the 
prospect of fkiishing my weary life in this sweet, this 
Calm retreat, dfiincumbered by care, — conferring, as well 
as receiving, benefits, — nobly independent, — ^possessing 
all which the trtmcherous world could now bestow. 
Thus 1 tvent on,— pleased, and pleasinr. 1 had leisure 
for converse with myself, with my Bime, and my God. 
The letters of my Eliza were a source of mournfully pen- 
sive consolation, — they were multiplied, — and 1 had 
carefully preserved them. Many a time have I shed 
over them the private, the midnight tear; and reading 
them thus late, when I have fallen into a sweet slumber, 
1 have met the lovely author in my dreams, and our 
meeting has been replete with consolation, with such 
high intercourse, as can only be realized in heaven. 
Our Sundays were indeed blessed holy-days; people 
iiegan to thi'ong from all quarters on horseback; some 
from the distance of twenty miles. I was at first pleased 
with this, so was my patron; but multii^ied invitations 
to visit other places, saddened our spirits. I dreaded the 
thought of departing from home, and, in the fulness of 
my heart, I determined I would never accede to any re- 
quest, which should bear me from a seclusion, so com- 
pletely commensurate with my wishes. Alas ! alas! how 
little do we know of ourselves, or our destination. So- 
licitations, earnest solicitations, poured in from the Jer- 
sies, from Philadelphia, and from NewYork; and it be- 
came impossible to withstand their repeated and impos- 
ins: energy. 

^he first visit I made, was to a village about eight 
miles from my late-found home. My patron accompanied 
me, and we Were joyfully received, bv a serious and 
jl^pectabl^ family, who embraced, with devout hearts, 
fhe truth, as it is in Jesus; and who were consequently 
saved from all those torturing fears, that had previously 
harrowed up their spirits, in the dread expectation ot 
those everlasting burnings, which they believed awaited 
themselves and their onspring. In this village, I one 
morning entered a house, and beheld a fond mother 
weeping over t^ infont, who lay sweetly sleeping in her 
arras. Sympatny for the sorrowing mother moistened 
my eye; and, supposing that her tears flowed from some 
domestic distress, or pecuniary embarrassment, I endea- 
vored to console her, by observing, that the world waa 
T«ry wide, and that God was an all sufficient Fath^ 
< Alas! sir,' she replied, < I never, in the whole oounft^ef 
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tnylifb^ experienced a moment's anxiety from the dread 
of my chilcfren, or myself, suffering the want either of 
food, or raiment. No, sir, my fears are, that they will 
be sufferers through the wasteless ages of eternity, in 
that state of torment, from whence there is no reprieve; 
and that they will continually execrate their parents, as 
the wretched instruments of bringing them mto being. 
I have eight children, sir; and can 1 1^ so arrogant, as to 
believe that all thete children are elected to everlasting 
life? ' But, my dear lady, you have reason to believe 
ihey win be saved, whether they be elected or not, bo- 
cause Christ Jesus is the Saviour of all men. This did 
not satisfy her. I took up the bible, which lay upon her 
desk, and the first scripture, which met my yiew, was the 
l'.*7th Psalm. I glanced my eye uoon the 3d verse of 
that Psalm : * Lo, children are the neritage of the Lord, 
and the fruit of the womb is hts reward.' I did not re- 
collect this passage; it was the first time it had met my 
particular observation ; but it has ever since been right 
precious to my soul. I merely opened the bible, in the 
expectation of finding something to soothe a sorrowing 
mother, and this most pertinent passage broke upon me, 
with unequalled splendor. I was myself astonished, and 
presenting the sacred passage, I remarked: There, 
madam, &o3 has sent you, for your consolation, this 
divine discovery. You have been unhappy, because you 
did not know, that your children were God's children, 
and that He loved them as well, yea, infinitely better, 
than you can pretend to love them. Nay, look at the 
passage: you see your children are the heritage of God, 
they are his reward: will He give His heritage to His 
adversary? or will He suffer him to seize any part there- 
of, if He has sufficient power to prevent it? Again and 
again, the fond mother perused the passage; gradually 
her countenance changed, and the cloud dispersed; a 
flood of tears burst from her eyes; she brightened up, 
and, pressing her babe to her maternal bosom, rapturously 
exclaimed: <"Biessed, blessed God, they are not mine; 
they are thine, O Almighty Father; and thou wilt not be 
regardless of thine own ? » I never saw more ioy in con- 
sequence of believing, than I then beheld. Ten years 
afterwards, I again saw this parent, and ^sked her, what 
she thought of ner children ? Blessed be God, said she, 
they are God's children; and I have never had an un- 
happy moment respecting their future state, since my 
Redeemer has been graciously pleased to make known 
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unto me hU soulHsatiftfying truth. No, sir, my spiH* ii 
out now a sorrowiog spirit. 

Again a letter was banded me from New York, earnest 
\y entreating me to pay them a visit. Arrangements 
were made for my passage in the vessel by which I 
received the solicitation. To a summons so pressing, 1 
dared not turn a deaf ear. In fact, a revolution had 
taken \ lace in my mind. It appeared to me, that I was 
highly reprehensible in thus withdrawing myself from 
the tour of duty, which seemed appointed for me; and I 
determined never to seek, directly or indirectly, for an 
open door, and never again to refuse entering any door 
\\ hich Providence should opeo. It is true, 1 never wish- 
ed to receive an invitation; but I was aware, that the 
direction of me and my movements were in the hands of 
infinite wisdom; and promising my benevo)<%nt host, that 
I would return as soon as possible, I departed for New 
York. My reception surpassed my expectations, and 
even my wishes. Many persons, anxious to detain me 
in their city, went so far, as to hand about a subscription- 
paper, for the purpose of buildine for me a house of 
public worship. It was completely filled in one day, 
when application was made to me to abide with them 
continually. 1 urged, my absolute promise given, and 
my inclination, prompting my return to Good Luck, the 
name of the place where my friend Potter dwelt. They 
were astonished at my determination to reside in such a 
place, when the city of New York was opening its arms 
to receive me; but, on my repeating the circumstances, 
attendant upon my arrival there, they seemed disposed 
to acquiesce, and to acknowledge the good hand oi God 
outstretched for my direction. The Baptist meeting- 
house was again open to me, and the congregations were 
very large; my friends multiplied very fast, and I became 
gradually attached to this city. Yet I ardently desired to 
return to the home of my choice, and, after spending a 
few weeks in New York, I once more hailed my provi- 
dential residence; numbers of warm-hearted friends 
accompanying me, as before, even to the vessel's side, 
where they offered up to heaven their niost fervent 
prayers in my behalf. My heart was greatly affected, I 
was warmly attached to many in New York. The 
family of Col. Drake, and many others now no more, 
were very dear to me. I reached home in good health, 
and was received with great joy; even the servania 
seemed to participate the benevolence of their master. 
In fact, having nothing in the habitation of my friend to 
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render me uneasy, my mind became more tranquil, than 
it had been for many years; and, at peace in my own 
breast, I consequently contributed to the happiness of all 
around me. Thus I continued in undisturbed repose, 
until a Baptist minister from New Jersey, believing my 
sentiments precisely in unison with his own, conceived a 
strong affection for me. He solicited me to become a 
member of his church, that I might obtain a license from 
their association. Of course, I declined his friendly of- 
fers; for I well knew, when he discovered I really believ- 
ed the ffospel, which I preached, uniting with his brethren, 
he would be as anxious to exclude me from his synagogue, 
as he now was to receive me. He pressed me however, 
to visit him, which I did, accompanied bv my patron, 
who, to his great mortification, was^ necessitated to leave 
me there. In this gentleman's pulpit I preached; I 
• lodged in his house; and received from him every mark 
of attention, until my unbending refusal of all collections, 
and the partiality of his friends, visibly diminished his 
regards. I had calculated upon this change, and it did 
not therefore astonish me. He was, however, a warm- 
hearted man, and as sincere, as men in general are. In 
this place I was introduced to many worthy characters, 
who, as a part of the election, obtained a knowledge of 
truth, as it is in Jesus; among the rest was a justice 
Pangbrun, a venerable old gentleman, who had for many 
years been considered by his brethren, as an oracle. 
This gentleman heard me, and discovered, that my testi- 
mony was not in unison with the teaching, to which he 
had listened. He became sedulously intent upon detec- 
ting my errors, and he soon discovered I was wrong, and 
as soon, kindly endeavored to set me right; but, as there 
was no other way of effectuating his wishes, but by the 
word of God, — for I refused all other authority, — he was 
soon convinced, upon searching the sacred writings for 
proofs of my heresy, that it was he himself, who had 
wandered from that precious truth once delivered to the 
saints. Without hesitation, he renounced his former 
views, and continued ever after an able and zealous 
advocate for the truth, preached by Abraham. It was 
now noised abroad, that I was an erroneous teacher.' 
The clergyman, who was so warmly attached to me, 
il^hile he believed me a Calvinistic Baptist, now com- 
menced a most inveterate adversary; and his opposition 
published more extensively my name, and peculiar tenets. 
Curiosity was excited, and I became the object of general 
inquiry. It is a melancholy truth, that esteem, and 
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consequent friendship, are not generally so operatire 
upon the human mind, as rancor and enmity : my ex- 
perience is in unison with this observation. I hastened 
back to my calm retreat; alas! it was no longer my 
peaceful home, — ^for, although no change had taken place 
in the house of my friend, yet the influence of my 
clerical enemy pursued me. Opposition, however, begat 
opposition; and, while I Was hated by the many, I 
was loved and caressed by the few. Solicitations to 
preach were multiplied from every quarter, and, although 
there was no abatement in the attachment of my patron, 
' yet the estrangement of some individuals in our vicinity, 
diminished the difficulty of accepting invitations, and I 
was induced to vbit a few warm-hearted individuals, in 
the neighborhood of my implacable foe. Upon ray 
arrival there, I discovered a want, of which I had not 
until then been conscious : I wanted a horse. A single 
hint was sufficient; a horse was immediately procured, 
and, so ardent was the affection of my adherents, that I 
could not express a wish, which they were not eager to 
gratify; but my wishes were very much bounded, and my 
wants few and simple. 

An invitation from Philadelphia being frequently and 
earnestly repeated, I repaired to that city; a respectable 
circle of friends awaited me there. The Baptist minister 
invited me to his house, and his pulpit. He questioned 
me in private, and, in the course of our conversation, he 
frequently repeated: ' Christy in us, the hope of glory? 
I ventured to ask» Pray, sir, what do you understand by 
Christ, in us, the hope of gloryi « Why, sir, in looking 
into my heart, I find something in it, which I had not 
some years ago.' Do you, sir, call this something, 
Christ r 'Undoubtedly.' But, sir, all the an'gels of G«i 
worship Christ; all the ends of the earth are admonished 
to look unto Christ, and be saved; we are exhorted to 
trust in him at all times; and to believe, that there is no 
other name given under heaven, among men, whereby 
we can be saved. Now, my good sir, suffer me to ask,, 
would it be safe for angels in heaven, or men upon earth, 
to worship that something, you have in your heart, which 
you had not there some years ago ? would it be safe for 
all the ends of the earth, or any of the inhabitants of the 
world, to look to that something for salvation ? could f, 
or any other person, trust, at all times, to that something? 
' Then, sir, if this be not Christ, what can the passage I 
have cited mean?' Certainly, sir, this cannot be the 
Christ Paul preached, The Christ, Paul preached, was 
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crucified; ke was buried; he arose; he alMlnded; and 
the heavens must contain him, until the time of the 
restitution of all things. ' But how then is it that tku 
Christ can be in w the hope of glory 7* Why, sir, the 
Christian has no other hope of glory, than Jesus Christ, 
entered within the vail; and this Saviour is, in his heart , 
the object of his trust coT^dence^ and affection. You 
have, sir, as I understand, a beloved wife in Europe; but, 
although the Western ocean rolls between you, yet you 
may say, she is ever in your heart, and no one would be 
at a loss to understand you; but if you were to tell them, 
your conjusal affection was your wife, they would stare 
at you : and yet it would be as proper to say, your conju- 
gal affection was your wife, as to say your love to God, 
or any other good, and proper propensity, was your 
Christ. No, ray dear sir, these are not that Christ, 
the things of which, the Spirit of truth taketh, and show- 
eth them to men, as the matter of their rejoicing. The 
Christ, of whom you speak, can be no other uan the 
false Christ; that is, something which is called Christ, 
but is not Christ. The Christ, of whom you speak, as 
your hope of glory , was never seen by any body, and is 
Itself nobody. It neither suffered for your sins, nor rose 
for yi^ur justification; and it is therefore most unworthy 
to be held in reverence. This conversation, as may be 
supposed, made this gentleman exceeding angry; and I 
was not a little surprised to hear him, although he imme- 
diately broke up the conference, insisted^ upon my coming 
the ensuing day (Sunday), according to promise, to preach 
in his pulpit. The intelligence ran through the city, 
that i was to preach in the Baptist meeting-house, and 
numbers flocked to hear. I came, I entered the parlor 
of the reverend gentleman; many of the members of his 
church were present, and a young candidate for the 
ministry. The gentleman, who invited me, and vrho 
repeated his invitation on parting with me, arose', and 
throwing upon me a most indignant glance, took the 
young gentleman by the hand, and led him into the 
meeting-housfi, which was adjoining to his dwelling, 
leaving me standing in his parlor. I now perceived, 
why he had insisted upon my coming to preach for him. 
But it was not wonderful; I had spoken contemptibly of 
his Christ, and- he took rank among my inveterate foes; 
yet r had, among his connexions, a l^w friends, who, 
indignant at the treatment I had received, redoubled their 
caresses* There was at this time a small company who 
assembled at a place, known by the name of Bachelor's 
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Hall; tbaywere unacquainted iivith the truth I delivered: 
yet, willing to hear for themselves, they invited me to 
{ureach for them. Halting between two opinions, they 
solicited aid from a minister of another persuasion; and 
they requested me to hear him, to which I readily con- 
sented. The preacher selected his text. ^Behold the 
Lamb of God, who taketh av^y the Bin of the world J He 
commeuced. his comment: imy friends, I shall undertake 
to prove, that Jesus never did, nor never will take away 
the sin of the world.' I was astonished, and the persons, 
asking my attendance, were abashed. The preacher 
added: * It is impossible Christ can have taken away the 
sin of the world, for thcQ all the world must be saved.' 
This was unquestionably; I was exceedingly gratified, 
and the more, as this sermon, intended for my confusion, 
did much to establish that truth, of which, by the grace 
of God, I was a p'omulgator. 

The combined efforts of the clergy in Philadelphia 
barred against me the door of every house of public 
worship in the city. Bachelor's-Hall was in Kensingtoo. 
But at^ Bachelor's^Hall the people attended, and a few 
were enabled to believe the good word of their God. 
There was in, the city, a minister of the Seventh-day 
Baptist persuasion; for a season he appeared attached to 
me, but soon became very virulent in his opposition 
He told me he passed on foot nine miles, upon the retuni 
of every Saturday, to preach. I asked him, how many 
his congregation coo tamed ^ ' About an hundred.' How 
many of this himHred do you suppose are elected to ever- 
lasting life.^ M cannot tell.' Do you believe fiAy are 
elected? * Oh no, nor twenty.' Ten perhaps? * There 
may be ten.' Do you think the nonrelect can take any 
step to extricate themselves from the tremendous situa 
tion, in which the decrees of Heaven have placed them** 
' Oh no, they might as well attempt to pull tne stars from 
the firmament of heaven.' And do you think your 
preaching can assist thmn? * Certainly not; every ser 
mon they hear will sink them deeper and deeper in dam 
nation.* And so, then, you walk nine miles every Satur 
day to sink ninety persons out of a hundred deeper an# 
deeper in never-ending misery ! 

Reports, injurious to my peace, were now very gener 
ally circulated; and although I expected all manner ol 
evil would be said of me falsely, for his sake, whose ser 
vant I was, yet did the shafts of slander possess a deadly 
power, by which I was sorely wounded. Had the poi 
Moned weapon been aimed by characters, wicked in tb« 
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eommon a^eeeptiition of the word, it would^ave faltoa 
bfinnleas; nay the £re of their indignation would haye 
«cted as a purifier of mv name; but reports^ originating 
ftom those, who were deemed holy and reverend-^-alasl 
their bite was mortal. Again I sighed for retirenpient, again 
I hastened to the bosom of my patron, and again my re* 
eeption was most cordial. « et, although so much eyil 
was said of me, many, glancing at the source, made 
candid deductions, and ^ were careful to proportion their 
acts of tiindness to the magnitude of my wrings. Invi- 
tations met me upon the road, and, wafted upon th« 
wings of fame, I could enter no town, or village, which 
my name had not reached in which I did not receive 
good, and evil treatment. The clergy and their connex- 
ions were generally inveterate enemies; while those, who 
bad will and power to act for themselves^ and chanced to 
be favorably impressed, wer^ very warm in their attach 
ments. Thus my friends were very e9rdiql, and my 
enemies very malignant; and, as my enemies were gen- 
erally at a distance, and my friends at my elbow, but for 
officious individuals, who brought me intelligence of all 
they heard, I might have gone on my way with abundant 
satisfaction. At Brunswick, which I had been earnestly 
solicited to visit, I was received into a most worthy family. 
The Rev. Mr. Dunham was of the Seventh^^y persua- 
sion; a man of real integrity, who, although he could not 
see, as I saw, threw open the doors m his meeting- 
house; conducted me into his pulpit; and discharged 
toward me, in every particular, the duty of a Christian. 
His neighbor, a clergyman, who was a j^irst'pday Baptist, 
exhibited a C0'n:plete contrast to Mr. Dunham. He in- 
vited me, it ic true, to his house; asked me to lodge 
there; we conveA^ed together, prayed together, he ap- 
peared very kind, A..>d much pleased, and I believed him 
my confirmed friend., until, leaving Brunswick, I called 
upon some, whose de;\>rtment to me was the reverse of 
what it had heretofore been. I demanded a reason; 
when they frankly informed me, that the Rev. Mr.- 
had made such representations, as had destroyed all the 
pleasure, they had been accustomed to derive from my 
presence. This affected me beyond expression, a stran- 
ger as I was; and, suffering in the dread of what I had 
to expect, I turned from the door of those deceived 
persons, without uttering a word. I quitted their habi- 
tations forever; invidious remarks were made upon my 
silence; but of these I was careless; on other occasions 
I might have been affected, but treachery from a man, 
14 
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wko had entertained me so hospitably, and who stood so 
high in the ranks of piety, shocked me beyond the 
power of utterence. Upon the afternoon of this day, on 
which I had been so deeply hurt, I was engaged to de- 
liver my peaceful message in the pulpit ot Mr. Dun- 
ham, in the vicinity of this perfidious man. Some time 
had elapsed since I had seA him, and 1 then met him 
' upon the road; he advanced toward me with an extended 
hand, and a countenance expressive of Christian aifec- 
tion: ' You are a great stranger, sir.' Yes, sir, I am a 
stranger, and sojourner, in every place, as all my fathers 
were before me. ' Well, how have you been, since I 
saw you?' Thanks be to God, I have been preserved 
and owned, and blessed, notwithstanding the slanders 
of the adversary, and his agents. He saw he was de- 
tected, and he determined immediately to drop the mask. 
* Well, I will do all in my power to obstriKt your pro- 
gress in every place.' Had you, sir, made this declara- 
tion at an earlier period, I should at least have believed 
you an honest man. But to pass yourself upon me as 
my friend, while you were aiming at me a vital stab! 
Oh sir, I am astonished at you. * And I am more astonish- 
ed at you; do you not tremble, when you think that God 
must have a quarrel with you? and that all His ministers 
m America hate you?' Sir, I do not believe my Creator 
is a quarrelsome Being, neither do I credit the informa- 
tion, that all God* 8 ministers hate me; a minister of God 
is incapable of hating any human being. ' But are you 
not confounded, when you consider, that you must be 
right, and we wrong', or you wrong, and all God's min- 
isters right? Surely, it is more probable we should be 
all right, and you wronff, than you right and we all 
wrong.' I have no apprehensions upon this head; some 
one might have questioned, in the days of ISlijah, when 
he was opposed by eight hundred and fifty prophets: ' Do 
you not tremble to see all these holy, and reverend priests 
on one side, and you alone on the other? either they must 
be wrong, and you right, or you wrong, and they right.' 
So in Jerusalem, our divine Master might have been 
asked: * Are you not appalled at beholding all the minis- 
ters of God, all the rulers of the people, in opposition? 
£ither they must be wrong, and you right, or you wrong, 
and they right; and which, pray, is the most probable? 
And the people mi^ht have been asked : * Have any of 
our rulers believed on him? He is a Devil, and mad, 
why hear ye him?' *I am astonished at your daring 
blasphemy, in comparing yourself either to Elijah, or 
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Christ.' Why, was not £lijah a man of like passions 
with us ? and are we not taught to put on ihe Lord Jesus 
Christ? Who is it that asks, If they have called the 
Master of the house Beelzebub? what ought the servants 
of ^ househokl to expect? Elijah is a member in the 
same body with me; but the Redeemer is still nearer; 
He is my head, the head of every man; He indulges me 
with the privilege of denying myself, my sinful self, and 
he allows me to acknowledge no other than his blessed 
self; that, thus standing in his name, I may stand in the 
presence of the Father, the JJiviniiy, with exceeding joy; 
that, asking in the name of his immaculate humanity, 
I may be sure to receive, that my joy may be full. Nor 
can all that you, nor any one else can say, be able to 
shake me from this my strong hold. ' Ay, perhaps you 
may lie mistaken — you may be deceived.' If 1 am de- 
ceived, I am deceived; but I will venture. ' You know 
tiiie^ is not the privilege of all, and therefore it may not be 
yours.' I do not know that this is not the privilege of all; 
but, if it be of any, it is of the believer; and, as 1 believe, 
it must be mine. They shall, said my divine Master, say 
all manner of evil of you falsely. You, sir, have been in 
Brunswick, fulfilling this scripture; and I rejoice, that I 
have made the discovery. You can never deceive me 
agfc.in; but as I am not naturally suspicious, others may 
obtain a lease of my good opinion, from which they will 
never but upon the strongest conviction, be ejected. I left 
this good man beyond measure enraged; and, no doubt, 
believing he should really render God service, by doing 
me the most essential injury. I immediately repaired to 
the pulpit of my friend Dunham, where, preaching peace, 
I recovered my lost serenity; and it glaadened my heart 
to believe, that the inveterate enemy, with whom 1 had 
parted upon the road, was included in the redemption it 
was my business to proclaim. 

But now again, my heart failed me — again I sickened 
at the prospect before me, and my whole soul, revolting 
from a continuance in public life, I once more fled to my 
beloved, my sequestered home. I sighed ardently for 
my emancipation. Of that God, who was, in Christ; re- 
conciling the world unto himself, I entertained not the 
smallest dread. But my coward spirit trembled before a 
combination of religious characters, headed by the clergy 
and armed for my destruction. Their zeal was mani- 
fested by their industriously propagating a variety of evil 
reports. I would detail them were they not so numer- 
ou;s. And, although all manner of evil had not yet 
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been said of me, enough was said to implant a dread 
of some overwhelming termination. Thus my aversion 
to the path, into which I had been pressed became more 
imposing. I was ready to say, Lord, send, by whom 
thou wilt send, and in mercy, vouchsafe to grant me my 
final exit from those surrounding scenes, which emb(v- 
Bom the retirement of my friend. O^n have I wept 
as I traversed the woods and groves of my patron, at 
the thought, that I could be indulged with the felicity 
of passing the remainder of my days amid those sylvan 
scenes; especially as it was the wish of the liberal master 
that I should so do. I became apprehensive, that my 
trials, in this new world, would surpass those, which 1 
/had encountered in the old. These agonizing anticipa- 
" tions prostrated me before the throne of the Almighty, 
imploring his protection; and from this high communi- 
cation with my Father God, my griefs have been assuage 
ed and my wounded spirit healed. Urged by a strong 
sense of duty, I again visited Upper Freehold, to which 
place I had been repeatedly summoned. My acquaint- 
ance there was lar^ and respectable, but it was the resi- 
dence of a high-priest, who treated me roughly. 1 was 
asked to breakfast at the house of one of his congregation, 
without the most remote hint, that I was to meet this great 
man; but I was hardly seated, when he was observed 
making his approaches; and, from some expressions of 
surprise, I was induced to believe he was totally unex- 
pected. I was astonished to see so many assembled; but 
supposed, that curiosity to see the strange preacher of 
so strange a doctrine, had drawn them together. I was 
however, afterwards assured, that the plan had been 
previously concerted. Mr. Tennant entered. We were 
mtroduced to each other. He drew a chair into the 
midst of the circle; and commanding into his countenance 
as much stern severity, as he could collect, he commenc- 
ed his studied operations. ' I want to know, sir, by 
what authority you presume to preach in this place ? *Pray, 
sir, by what authority do you thus presume to question 
me?, * I am, sir, placed here, by Almighty God, to look 
after the afiairs of his church, and people; and I have 
a right to insist on knowing who, and what you are?' 
Well, sir, if you be placed here, as the vicegerent of 
Heaven, you should take care how you conduct; you 
have a great charge, and your responsibility is propor- 
tioned to its magnitude. But, sir, I am not assuming; 
I have no design upon your people; I am like a person 
in the time of harvest, who steps into the fields and 
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binds up soine sheavesy making no denuuid upon the 
proprietor of the grounds. I have never attempted to 
ficatter your sheep, 1 have not even plucked a iock of 
their wool. 1 do not wish to govern, I only aim at being a 
help. ' I do not like you a bit the better for all thia 
atutf. I insist on knowing, whether you came in at the 
door?' I wish to know, sir, what door you mean? 'I 
mean the door of the church; all, who come not in at 
that door, are thieves and robbers. 'But, sir, I would 
know, what church you mean? The. pope declares, 
there is no tnie church, save the one of which he is the 
head. The Ji^piscopal bishop affirms, there is no true 
church, but that oi which the king is the head. . Do 
you, sir, mean either of these?' 'No, sir, I mean the 
true church. Did you come in at that door?' If, sir, 
you do not teU me, what you mean by the true church, 
how can I answer you respecting the door? ' Sir, I will 
have no evasions. Did you, or did you not, come in at the 
door?' Jesus Christ says: ' I am the door; by me, if any 
man enter, he shall be saved.' Do you mean this door, 
sir? 'No, sir, I mean the door of the church.' Is not 
Jesus Christ the door of the church, sir? ' No, sir.' 
Well, sir, although there be many preachers, who have 
not entered at this door, you will not, I trust, esteem a 
preacher the less, for having the privilege to go in and 
out at this door. ' Sir, I have nothing to do with this; 
I wish to know, whether you have church authority for 
preaching? that is, whether you came properly in at the 
door?' Sir, I have the same authority for preaching 
which the apostle Paul had; he received his mission by 
the will of God, so have I. ' Ay^ sir, give us the same 
DQuracles Paul wrought, and we will believe you.' If the 
power of working miracles were necessary to prove a 
right to preach the gospel, perhaps you, sir, would be 
also at a loss to prove your own right, either to preach, 
or thus to question a fellow creature. ' Sir, you are a 
deceitful, hypocritical man. If you had come properly 
in at the door, I should have received you; but you are 
an impostor, I pronounce you an impostor.' That is 
more than you know, sir, and I add, more than I know 
myself; but if we cannot agree about the church an^ the 
door, blessed be God! we can agree in one fundamen- 
tal point: While we were yet sinners, Christ Jesus died 
for us, and while we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son. The old gentleman start- 
ed from his seat, and, running round the apartment, 
exclaimed, ma loud and thundering voice, to those who 
14# 
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fviere withoirt^i < CoMe in, and li«»r gibH«fririi, ^hb(;rieli| 
giUverisb/ I was astoteished, and when he had m> far 
«p6nt his rage, as to remain f&r one moment stient, I 
looked full in his face, and asked: Pray; sir, what lan- 
guagie do ydu make use of ? Is it possible, that you, a 
elergyman, highly distinguished, the head of the Pres- 
bytery, and now in the evening of life, sfaonld be so lit- 
tle acquainted with the scriptures, as to call the langnage 
of revelation, gibberish ? ' You know nothing about rev- 
elation; their never was an individtial of the human 
race> that ever had any interest in Christ, or in God, 
until they h^jA repentance and fakh.' Pardon mej sh*: 
you. do not believe this yourself. ' I say, I do. £xctise 
me, sir; you certainly do not. ' Give me leave to tell 
you, you have a great deal of impudence, th«is to talk to 
me.' Nay, sir, 1 do not wish to offend; I wish you to 
re-consider your assertion; lam confident, you do not 
believe it; and I am confident, you will have the good- 
ness to own it, before I quit this apartment. * Let me 
tell you young man you have the greatest stock of assur- 
ance, I have ever met with in any young person. I 
tell you again, there never was an individual of the hu- 
man race, who left this world without faith and repent- 
ance, who ever had any interest in Christ, or ever tasted 
happiness.' Not one? * No sir, not one.' Oh! sir, I 
am very sorry you compel me to make yon to* retract this 
affirmation. Turning to the company, he required them 
to say, whether they did not think my insolence surpass- 
ed credibility ? The company were silent, and, auer a 
pause, I said: I know, sir, if you believe Calvinistic 

{irinciples, you believe some infants may be eternally 
ost; but no Calvinist denies, that some infants are in- 
terested in Christ, and eternally blessed, although they 
Fassed out of time, without repentance or faith. * Sir, 
never thought of infants.' So I imagined; and it was 
therefore, sir, T took the liberty to say, you did not believe 
whfit you advanced. * But I believe- it- with respect to all 
besides infants'. No, sir, pardon me, you do not. Again 
he was exceedinff angry, until I mentioned idiots. '1 
did not think of idiots.' I believe, you did not; but, my 
good sir, would it not be as well, if yon were always to 
think, l»efore you speak .^ ' Again I say, 1 am astonish- 
ed at your impudence; I could not have believed a young 
man, like you, cquld have had so much impudence.' J dare 
say, sir, you are disappointed; you expected to have 
met a dmid; poor, destitute stranger, who would havs 
been oMlfounded by nMse, and such cogeUt mtgam^nta^ 
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■• i^hhenah, giblbePMh, rtipeal^dlf TocaferHtid^ yew «k- 
pected, I should not have dared to utter a sytiable;. you 
nave been pleaged to treat me very roughly; you know 
not, but yon hav« been j)ouring vinegar into wounds 
already sOre: yo« have, sir, been yexing the atranger; 
and without any provocation on my part. ^ Ay, ay, this 
is the language of all im^ostors^' 

Thua ended my morning repast. I waa very much 
hurt, yet 1 reaped advantage from this new trial. Re- 
turning to my lodgings, I experienced themost painful sen- 
sations, but the rebuff, i had received, operated as usual, 
it drew me nearer to my God, and, pouring out my heart 
in secret before the Father of my spirit, I obtained what 
the favor of the clergy could never give^-^consolation and 
peace in believing. 

My conduct at this breakfasting confer^iee was reprer. 
sented in such a point of view, as increased the number 
of my friends; and clerical gentleman, in this place and 
its environs, forbore direct attacks; but the tongue of the 
private slanderer was busily employed. A gentleman of 

C , the Rev. Mr. S , repeatedly attended my 

public labors; addressed me af^er preaching, continued 
some time in conversation with me, and appointed a day, 
on which he pressed me to dine with him. I accepted 
his politeness with gratitude, and was punctual to the 
time. Mr. S ^ received me with manifest satisfac- 
tion; we were akme, and we passed many hours most 

pleasantly. Mr. S~- seemed solicitous, that I should 

view him, neither as a sceptic, nor a caviller, but simply 
an enquirer after truth. He asked me many questions, 
which I answered as clearly as I was able; and be ap 
peared sometimes dissatisfied, sometimes silenced. Upon 
the whole, his deportment was gentlemanly, and I couli) 
not forbear regarding him, as a sensible illumined Chriii 
tian. On my departure he ur|^ed me to consider hitf 

house my home, whenever I visited C ; waited on 

me while I mounted my horse, pressed my hand, and, 
with much apparent devotion, supplicated the blessing of 
Heaven upon me. On recurring to my journal, I find 
my notice of tins interview concluded as follows: Thus 
far am I brought on my way rejoicing: the Lord is my Sim 
and Shield; blessed be the name of my God! Yet uo 

sooner was I out of view, than this same Mr. S 

ordered his horse, and posting to every respectable fa- 
mily in his parish, informed them, that, with alt ray 
«tififitfi^, he had outwitted me; that he had asked me 
•o diaeV and, by JUatery and cmrrtHn, had thfiwonwu 
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offm^ gumrdi and obtained a complete knowledge of mv 
principliss. Well, dear sir, and what are his principlosr 
O ! truly shocking ! horrid ! most horrid ! 1 dare not re- 
late them, you shall not be contaminated by the recital; 
it would be dangerous in the extreme. Nor was this 
enough. Being a member of the Presbytery, he wrote a 
circular letter, addressing every leading associate, which 
effectually steeled all hearts, and, so far as his influence 
extended, barred every door against me. Calumnies of 
various descriptions were disseminated j rancor became 
uncommonly prolific; astonishing efforts were made to 
destroy my reputation; but God was with me, and his 
spirit was my never-failing support In the midst of these 
fiery trials, I passed on: succeeding weeks and months 
roiled away, while my days were appropriated to my 
beloved home, to different parts of the Jersies, Philadel- 
phia, New York, and many of the intervening towns, 
.scattered between those cities. 

In the commencement of the Autumn of 1773, I was 
strontfly induced to journey aA far a% Newport, in Rhode- 
Island; and having dropped a tear, at parting with my 
faithful friend, I commended him to the care of Heaven, 
and began my new tour of duty. The chilly mornings 
and evenings, of even the first autumnal month, gave me 
to experience the^ want of an outside garment. I was, 
however, determined not to solicit human aid; this I be- 
lieved, would be taking the business out of the hand of 
my Master. If God had sent me, he would put it into 
the hearts of his people to supply me: yet I did not cal- 
culate, that this want would be supplied, until I reach- 
ed New York. I believed I had in that city a friend, 
who would derive pleasure from administering to my 
necessities. But when I was preparing to leave Bruns- 
wick, a person entered the parlor, displayed a number 
of patterns, requested I would make a choice for a 

freat-coat; and asked, how long I should tarry in town? 
told him, I should 4eave town early on the succeeding 
morning: 'Well, sir,' he returned, 'your coat shall be 
ready.' I asked, by whom he was sent? ' Sir, I was 
ordered not to say by whom.' It is very well, I know 
who sent you. 'Do you, sir?' Yes, sir, it was God, 
my Father; who, having all hearts in his hand, has 
stimulated your employer. Early the following morn- 
ing, the coat was brought home; I was deeply affected, 
and laying my hand upon it, I said ; Henceforward thou 
•halt be my monitor; whenever I feel my heart despond- 
ing, iB silent, but persuasive language, thou shalt aaj: 
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*€flttt thy care upon God, for ho careth for thee.' It 
Wa« not so much the supply of this pressing want, that 
j^eeused me, as the recognition of the immediate hand 
of paternal Deity, who thus vouchsafed to own and bless 
ftiy mission. On my arrival in New York, I learned, 
to my great astonishment, that the friend, on whom my 
hopes of a winter garment had rested,' vras become my 
enemy! I was greatly pained, he was very dear to me; 
but a religious slanderer had been at his ear, and 
had prejudiced him against me. I lost him forever—- 
lias* alas! how many such losses have I sustained, 
since 1 became a promulgator of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 

Leaving New York, I postponed my journey to New- 
port, passed through East Jersey, and stopped at Amboy, 
where I had many friends. Sitting one evening at tea 
witfi a lady, she complained, that her maid had quitted 
her, having been seduced from her duty, by a foot soldier. 
This immediately reminded me of Mrs. Trinbath, the 
poor unhappy lady, at Whose house, in Cork, I had, in 
company with Mr. Whitefield, and others, been so splen- 
didly entertained. I related the mournful tale, when the 
lady assured me she knew the unhappy creature: she had 
seen her in Amboy, and that she was now in New York 
in a most wretched situation. I immediately conceived 
a hope, that, if I could obtain an interview with her, I 
might prevail upon her to return to her widowed mother^ 
and to her children; and although her husband was no more, 
she miffht yet, in some measure, retrieve the past. Alas! 
alas! 1 did not calculate, that I was thus making provi- 
sion for the most serious calamity, which, during my 
sojourn in this new world, had until then overtaken me. 
The following day, intent on my purpose, I took passage 
in the packet for New York; accompanied by tne Ser- 
jeant major of the regiment to which the fellow be- 
longed, with whom this deluded woman lived. I asked 
him, if he knew such a person ? Yes, he knew her, and 
she was in a very wretched condition. I sighed from the 
inmost recesses of my soul, while I listened to his account 
of her manner of living. I begged to know if I could see 
her. Yes, he could conduct me to her abode; but on our 
arrival, passing over the common, near the gaol, to the 
residence of this poor creature, we chanced to meet her 
infamous seducer, who, not having heard of the death of 
Mr. Trinbath, immediately concluded I was that injured 
husband, come to reclainj my wretched wanderer. Un- 
der this impression, he hastened home, and effectually 
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accreted her, before we reached the door. I was disap- 
pointed, but I iDforraed a poor creature in the house, 
that 1 would call, upon the ensuing day, at one o'clock, 
when I hoped I might obtain an interview. I was, the 
next day, punctual to the appointment; but, instead of 
the misguided woman, I received a letter, directed to Mr. 
Trinbath, entreating most earnestly, that I would not at* 
tempt to see her ; that, after treating me as she had done, 
she never would see me more: and that, if I persisted in 
pursuing her, she would leave the city, and, taking with 
her, miserable children, they would all perish together, 
for she would, rather than meet piy eye, suffer a thousand 
deaths. I was beyond measure shocked at this letter; I 
jSaw the absolute necessity of seeing and convincing her 
of her error; but how was this to be effectuated? I 
could devise no plan. I told the old woman, it was a 
most capital mistake; that I was not the person she sup- 
posed. O, said she, you need say nothing about that, sir; 
every body knows you are her husband, and every body 
pities you, poor gentleman, that you should have such a 
wife; but she has bad advisers, and I dare say, if you 
can see and forgive her, (and every body says, that if 
you did not intend to do so, you would never have sought 
her,) she will again be a very good woman. I was pro- 
voked beyond endurance; but every appearance of irrita 
tion was imputed to my disappointment, and consequert 
resentment. My soul was harrowed up by agonizing 
distress; unable to convince the old woman, I returned 
to my lodgjiiffs. My friends perceived the anguish of my 
spirits, for which they were well able to account; they, 
however, carefully avoided the subject. At last, not 
being' able to control my emotions, I burst into tears. 
They were alarmed. * What is the matter? ' I circum- 
stantially related the whole story, and dwelt upon my 
sufferings, consequent upon my inability to see Mrs. 
Trinbath, and convince her of her mfstake. My friends 
appeared relieved, and proposed my writing to her, and 
leaving it at her lodgmgs; she will see it is not the hand- 
writing of her husband. The propriety of this measure 
was obvious; I asked the gentleman, if he would acconv 
pany me? ' Most gladly.' I wrote immediately, labor- 
ing to convince this unfortunate woman of her error, 
and assuring her, that my friend, Mr.Trinbath, had been 
many years dead; that if she would but give me a meet- 
ing, for a single moment, she would acknowledge she 
had nothing to fe^r from me. This letter was ineffectual 
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Me "was positive it was all a deception, and that, with a 
view of -deceiving her, I had employed some other pen. 

This story was a sweet morsel to my religious foes. It 
was painted in the most odious colors, and industriously 
exhibited. They declared, the woman was unquestiona- 
bly my wife; and that, on account of the treatment she 
had received from her barbarous husband, she had pre- 
ferred putting herself under the protection of a common 
Boldier; that she had attended church, upon a lecture 
evening, and upon seeing me, her husband, in the pulpit, 
she had shrieked aloud, and fainted. This, and a thou- 
sand other falsehoods, were circulating through the city. 
My humane friends, at length, interfered; they solicited 
the commanding officer to oblige the fellow, with »9^hcm 
the woman lived, to produce her; she approached with 
dread apprehension; a large company was collected, 
spectators of the scene. She causht a glance, and ex- 
claiming, in a tremulous accent, it is, it is he — ^imme- 
diately fainted. Curiosity, and humanity, combined to 
recover her; she was led into the parlor. I appeared full 
before her, entreating her to take a view of my face; she 
did so, and no words can express her confusion; her ac/- 
knowledgments were repeated and copious; she did not 
recollect, ever to have seen me before. I was most hap- 
py in the result of this untoward business, which had 
nearly annihilated mv anxiety respecting her restoration 
to her connexions. Indeed I was assured, no entreaties 
would procure her return to Cork. So many had wit- 
nessed an ecclaircisement, so honorable to me, that I 
fondly believed it would be attached to the narration; but 
alas ! there was not a thousandth part of the pains taken 
to publish the truth, as had been taken to spread far and 
wide the slander; here it was the still voice of friendship; 
there it was Slander with her thousand tongues. None 
but God can tell, how much I have suffered, from the 
various trials, I have encountered. Again, I mournfully 
acknowledged, that my object in coming to America was 
not in any view obtained; that my grand desideratum 
appeared further and further from my reach; again I 
wished most ardently to be in England; yea, in the very 
scenes from which I hiid escaped, if I might thus be de- 
livered from the distracted situation, in which I was in- 
volved; and the more I contemplated the indignation, and 
power of the clergy, the more frequently I exclaimed, 
Doubtless I shall one day perish by the hand of my ene- 
my. Yet,* in the darkest night of my affliction, my gra- 
cious God frequently vouchsafed to grant me peace and 
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)oy in believing that His almichty power was rafkieiit 
for me; and, in the pulpit, whatever was my previoiu 
situation, either mental, or conoreal, when engaged in 
the investigation of divine trutn, I was not only tranquil 
but happy: And this happiness I oflen enjoyed; for an 
ardent curiosity obliged the people every where to hear; 
and, when a pulpit could not be obtained, a private 
house, a court-house, a wood, answered the purpose; and 
I rejoiced, while contemplating the irradiations of diving 
truth, bursting through tne dark clouds of prejudice, and 
with such Imposing splendor, and could only be effeotii- 
ated by Omnipotent power. 

I received frequent and most pressing invitations to 
visit New-England. During my residence in New Yoi^, 
I became known to many gentlemen of Connecticut; and 
I was requested to stop, and deliver my testimony in 
various places, along the road. I resumed my purpose 
of visiting Newport, determining to proceed thither with 
all possible despatch. I had, however, promised to stop 
at a friend's house, in Milford, and at another's^ in Guil> 
ford; at which places I preached to very large congrega 
tions; several strangers, having seen me elsewhere, 
recognized me, and entreated me to accompany them to 
their respective homes; but my object was Newport 
Many individuals, from Norwich, departed from Guilford 
with me; they gave me to understand, that, having made 
part of my audience, on the preceding evening, tbej 
were extremely desirous I should proceed with them to 
Norwich. We passed the day very agreeably together, 
conversing with great freedom. About sunset, we reach- 
ed New-London, where it was my resolution to bid my 
new associates adieu; but they so earnestly importuned 
me to go on, one gentleman in particular, that, accepting 
his proffered kindness, I was that night lodged in his bos- 
pitaole dwelling. He soon became, and ever after con* 
tinned, my steadfast friend. Many, in Norwich, received 
me with great kindness; a house of worship was provid- 
ed; but it not being sufficiently spacious, the doors of the 
great meeting-house were thrown open, and never after- 
wards shut against me. Thus, in this instance, the zeal 
of the people has been sufficient^ imposing, to prevail 
against ministerial opposition, lie Friends I obtained, 
in Norwich, were, in truth, inestimable; some individuals 
are not vet called home; they remain unwavering in the 
belief of the truth, as it is in Jesus; and in their aSfection- 
ate attachment to its feeble advocate. At Norwich, I 
was solicited to preach in the meeting'^house of Mr. H^, 
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•C Sreflton; ti^ wbicfa place many of ray new frieadi 
pi^compaiued rate. Having passed the night at Preston, 
fin the £»icceeduig morning, 1 recommeBced my journey, 
with the Rev. Mr. H— — ,* of Newport. The distance 
was between 30 and 40 miles; but as Mr. H ■ , was 

ffoing homey he would not stop to dine on the road, in 
tlie course of the day^ Mr. H — ^ -* thus questioned me: 
* Well, SAT, I suppose you will preach in Newport?' 
Very likely, sir. * You have friends there, I presume?^ 
No, six, I do not know a single soul. < You have letters 
of recommendation, perhaps? ' Not a line, sir. * Where 
then do you intend to ^o, and what do you intend to do?' 
I have laid no i^ans, sir. ' I promise you, you shall not 
preach in my meeting.' I should be very much Burpris-| 
ed, if I did, sir. ^ And I suppose, you think you are" 
called of God, to go to Newport?' I think it is not un« 
likely, sir. ' I believe, you will find yourself mistaken.' 
It is possible. ^Suppose you should fiwl no place to 
preach in, what woula you do then?' Devote myself to 
private conversation. ' But, suppose you could find no 
one to converse with?' Then I would turn about, and 
come hack agam. ' But what would you think of your 
faith?' Call it fancy. But at present, I think I shall 
pseach the gospel in Newport; and, although I am an 
utter stranger, knowing no one, nor known by any one; 
yet I expect, before I leave the place, to have many 
friends. * Ay, these are fine fancies indeed.' Had you 
not better suspend your decision until you witness the 
result? «rill it not then be full time to determine, whether 
it hefmth or fancy 7 < If it should not be, as I predict, I 
aliQttld not be ashamed to own my error: if it should, you 
ou^t loUush for your unwarrantable confidence. ' But 
a» It is not impossible, you may preach in that city, and 
that some of my people may be among the number of 
your hearers, I thmki have a right to question you.' If 
God will give tne leave to preach to his people, I am 
content. ' What do you mean by that, sir?' Your ob- 
servation brought to my mind, what on a certain occasion, 
a very distinguished servant of God said to his master, 
when he was told to go down and see what kU people 
were doing. O Lord, they are not my people, they are 
ihy people. However, Moses was not settled on your 

* Nearly t)ie whole of this eonveriation was published in the first 
volume. Letter Fourth, of ' Zietten, and Sketches of Sermons.' In* 
■tevd of t^ Wtter A. the letter H...., which wae the original wA tme 
iiliti^, 19 imf iH^titut^. 
15 
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plan. * Well, sir, I look upon my people to be God^ 
people.' Ifou are perfj^ctly right, sir, so indeed they are: 
and if I speak to them at all, I shall speak to them, in 
that eharacter. * Well, sir, as you call yourself a preach- 
er of the gospel, and may, as I have said preach to my 
people; it is proper I should know what ideas you have 
of gospel. Tell me j sir, what is gospel?' I am happy 
in being able to ffive you a direct answer. The gospel 
sir, is a solemn declaration, given upon the oath of Je- 
hovah, that, in the Seed of Jlbraham, all the natton$ 
should be blessed. Ms that all you know of gospel? 
Would it not, ray good sir, require a very long time to 
inform mankind, toAo, and what, that Seed is; how, and 
|in what manner all the nations of the earth are, and shaU 
^be bhssed therein; and what blessings they are blessed 
with, in Christ Jesusl The apostle Paul, although he . 
labored more abundantly, than his brethren, found this 
vast, this important subject, abundantly sufficient for his 
whole life; and those, who are blessed in that Seed, will 
find the contemplation of that blessedness, which they 
shall be blessed with, in Him, sufficient to furnish a song, 
which, although, never ending, will be ever new. ' If 
such be your views, you know nothing at all of gospel.' 
You could not so absolutely determine this matter, if you 
yourself were not acquainted with the meaning of the 
term, gospel. Tell me then, sir, if yoit please, what is 
gospel? ^ Why, sir, this is gospel: He, that believeth, 
shall be saved, and he, that believeth not shall he 
damned.' Indeed, sir, I had thought, the literal f HmpU 
meaning of the term gospel w&a, glad ttdings, .Which 
part of the passage you have cited, is gospel, that which 
announces salvation, or that which announces damnation^ 
' Well then, if you please this is gospel: He that believ • 
eth shall be saved,' . Believeth what, sir? « That.' What 
sir? That I tell you. What, sir? ' That, 1 tell you: Hi? 
that believeth, shall be saved,' Believeth what, sir? What 
is he to believe? ' Why that, I tell you.' I wished, sir, 
to treat this investigation seriously; but, as • you seem to 
be disposed to be rather ludicrous, we will, if you please, 
dismiss the subject. < No, sir, I do not mean to be ludi* 
erous; I am very serious.' Well, sir, if so, then I bej 
leave to ask, what is it I am to believe; the believing of 
which will save me? ' That Jesus Christ made hvossiHe 
for sinners to be saved.' By what means? ' Bybeuevinff.' 
Believing what? 'That,' What? « That Jesus Chnst 
made it possible for sinners to be saved.' By what means 
is it possible that sinners may be saved? ' By believing, I 
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tell you.* But the devils believe ; will tkeir believiuff save 
tbern? * No, sir.' Suppose I believe,. that Jesus Christ 
made it poetsible to save pinners; "will that save me? 
* No, sir.' Then, sir, let mevask, what am I to believe, 
the believing of which will save me ? ' Why, sir, you 
must believe the gospel, that Jesus made it possible for 
sinnen* to be saved.' But, by what means? 'By believ- 
ing,' Believing what? ' That, I tell you.' 

Mr. H could not but be conscious the ground he 

had taken was untenable. Had he answered in scripture 
language, that the truth to be believed, and which we 
make Qod a liar by not believif^, was that Christ had 
given himself a ransom for all, to be testified in dtte time; 
that he had absolutely tasted death for every man; and that ^ 
evety man should.be made alive in Christ Jesus, &c. &.c ^ 
the inference was unavoidable, nor man, nor devil could un- 
do, what God had done; the power exists not, which can 
set aside the decrees of God. If the Redeemer did not 
taste death for all; if He has not purchased all; then 
those; for whom He has not tasted death, whom he has 
not purchased, have no right to believe He has; and 
were they so to believe, they must indubitably believe a 

lie. Bu^, finding the temper of Mr. H rise higher 

and higher, every tiuje I repeated my question; I endea- 
vored to bring the matter to a conclusion, by observing, 
that I was astonished to find a master in Israel, and a 
writer too, either not able, or not willing to answer a 
simple question, viz: what I am to believe is the founda- 
tion of my salvation? what am I to believe procures my 
justification in the sight of God? < And I am astonished 
at your blasphemy.' This is in character, sir; men of 
your description were long since fond of fixing this charge 
on both the* Master, and his witnesses; but, remember, 

sir, if I have blasphemed, it is only Mr. H , whom I 

have blasphemed. ' Well, sir, I believe I have gone too 
far; I will, if you please, take back the charge.' With 
all my heart, sir. ' I do not doubt, you may be admired 
in Newport a whole fortnight.' That no doubt will be 
fourteen days longer than you would wish. Arriving in 

sight of Newport, Mr. H said: 'There sir, is my 

meeting-house; at a little distance from thence is my 
dwelling-house, and my friends are multiplied.' Well, 
sir, I have no home, meeting-house, nor friend, in New 

Sort. Yet, I repeat, before 1 leave that city, I expect to 
ave more than one home, and many friends. ' Well, 
now I think of it, there is one man, who has a little place, 
in which, possibly, you may get leave to preach; I will 



direct yott to a man, who haa some nequaihtanee nHth 
him.' I will thank you, sir^ to inform rae where my 
horse may be taken care o{^ for myself, I have little 
ooncern. *I promise you, "horse-keeping is very high 
Iq Newport.' That, sir, is very sad tidings to me, 
for I promise you, my finances are very low. Some 
v'ery bitter speeches were made; and I regretted, that I 
was so unfortunate, as to have taken' the journey with 
Mr. H w Your people, said I, are leavened with the 
leaven of the Pharisees, and you seem to be leavened 
with the leaven e€ Herod. * What do you mean by the 
leaven of Herod ? ' I mean the nature of Herod * How 
does that Apply .^' Some persons urged our Master to 
fly, in Conseauence of Herod*s seeking his life. Go, 
said He, teU tketi fox, I work to-day and to^-morrow &c. 
6cc. Our Master denominated Herod a fox, for the pur« 
pose of giving an idea of his nature. What is a fox? a 
creature that lives upon the spoil; but he is dependent 
upon the secrecy of the night, and, we are told, in order 
Uie more efl^tually to cover his desi^nsj he sometimes 
imitates the watchnlog, thus endeavoring to make it ap- 
pear, he is defending the property of the husbandman, 
while, under the guise of watchful care for others, he is 
covertly acting for himself, till the morning dawns, till 
the light appears, and then his labor ends. This is the 
leaven of Herod, and it was of the nature of this insidious 
animal, that our Lord cautioned his disciples to beware. 
' Well, there is something ingenious in that I confess.' 
We reached the ferry a little before sunset, and on land- 
ing at Newport: * There said Mr. H , pointing to a 

small shop. If you will call on that man, he will give you 
direction.' I walked on, stopped at the door, and holc^ 
ing the bridle in my hand, asked the man behind the 
counter, if he would be so obliging as to inform me, 
which was the best inn for keeping horses? * Please to 
walk in, sir.' I fastened my horse and entered the shop, 
and seeing the man look very gloomy, and hearing him 
sigh very bitterly, I concluded he must be under the pres- 
sure of some heavy calamity; and, as no woman appear- 
ed, I suspected the poor fellow must have lost his wife, 
and my sympathies were very powerfully excited. I was 
however solicitous about my horse, and again requested 
the requisite information. * Do not make yourself uneasy, 
sir, my little boy will be here in a few moments, when" I 
will send him with your horse, and you will be so oblig- 
ing as to tarry here, and drink tea; my wife is out of 
towuj and of course things will not be so well, as 'f sh» 



LIFK or RET. JOHV IIVEAAT. 178 

were here.' I was very much relieved by this intelli- 
gence, and sat down. < How far have you travelled to- 
day, sir? ' From Preston, in Connecticut, sir. ' Did you 
come alone, sir? ' No, sir, I came in company with a 

Mr. H , one of your teachers; I parted with him at 

the ferry. ' Did he not ask you to his hpuse? ' No, sir. 
Well, sir, I hope you will believe, there is not another 
man in this town, who would have been so deficient; you 
nmst, however, tarry here to-night, and we will take es- 
pecial care of your horse.' You are very obligiug, sir; 
but I had rather, if you please^ attend to my horse my- 
self. ^ * Will you, sir, be so good, as to leave this matter 
to me, and take some refreshment yourself? You are a 
public character, and I have been accustomed to attend 
to public characters.' How do you know I am a public 
character? there is nothing in my appearance, which in- 
dicates it. 

' The moment you came to my door, it seemed as if 
some one had said, The person who addresses you is a 
preacher ; take kind notice of him ; and I immediately 
determined to obey the impulse.' This instance of pro- 
vidential care nearly oVerpowered me, I was the more 
affected by this brief manifestation, as it closed a very dark 
day. It spoke to my wounded mind, the language of 
assurance ; my Divine Master was with me, and had 
prepared the heart of this man to receive me, and this 
soothing consideration gave i^e inexpressible pleasure. 
Had I been in a clerical dress, or had the smallest ves- 
tige of those habiliments been discernible, I should have 
believed those externals had produced their effect. But, 
divested as I was; of every thing which could speak to the 
eye, I could not but greatly rejoice in this instance of recog- 
nising goodness, and my full soul glowed with fervent 
and devotional gratitude. My cup of tea was mingled 
with ray tears; but they were tears of joy, of sacred rap- 
ture. It was like the priest leaving me, and the good 
Sanrvsn'itan taking me up; and the oil and wine, thus^ 
poured into my lacerated bosom, was most salutary, truly 
refreshing. 

My kind host summoned a number of his friends to 

Eass the evening; they all appeared very gloomy, and I 
ad sympathy for their situation. After beine introduc- 
ed, they continued for some time silent, and sighed in 
their turns very bitterly. Those sighs, however, although 
signs, "were not proofs, of sorrow; it was the custom for 
very religious people to be very melancholy, and these 
were very religious people; so much so, that I afterwards 
15* 
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^4^06^eMf<l, there was no eociety in tomi, with which 
they could conscientiously associate. It was proposed, I 
should narrate, my experiences, that they might judge if I 
were a chiUl of God. 1 very readily accommodated myself 
to their wishes, and gave them a sketch of some memmo- 
rable scenes in my life. When I closed, a profound 
silence interrupted only by sighs, succeeded: at last, one 
affirmed, I was not a child of God, my experiences were 
not of the true kind, he could not go with me: a second 
pronounced, I was a child of God, for be felt me as I 
proceeded. Beinfi^ thus divided, they knew not on what 
to determine; at last, it was proposed to apply to Mr. 
D — '-^ for his meeting-house This was the very place 
pointed out by Mr. H — . I knew his design was to 
ruin me, and therefore, without hesitation, I said I did 
not feel a fireiedom to speak in the proposed place . Well, 
would I preach in the room, in which we were sitting: 
many had so done, and why not me? This also I 
rejected, it was too much confined. They pronounced 
me very difficult; they did not believe, I should find any 
other plaee. I assured them, I was not anxious in this 
respebti If God had sent me, he would provide a place 
for me; if he had not, I wis willing to return, whence I 
came. * Perhaps God has providSlyou a place by di- 
recting us to make these offers.' No, sir, if God had 
directed you to make these offers, and had thought proper 
I should deliver my message in either of the places men- 
tioned, he would have disposed my heart to embrace 
them; but this I feel He has not done. They pronounced 
me very odd, and took their leave; but the master of the 
house, and one of his friends, conceiving there was some- 
thing uncommon in me, my manner, and my matter, 
continued with me in conversation the greater part of 
the night, and, although I had travelled all day, yet I 
^ound no inconvenience from this additional fatigue. 

Afler breakfast on the ensuing day, I walked round 
the town, and was much pleased with its situation; its 
harbor, and perspective views, delighted me, and, al- 
though a stranger, 'with only a few shillings in my 
pocket, my bosom was as tranquil, as if in my own res- 
idence, and master of thousands. Blessed be God ! I 
have niBver yet experienced much solicitude about this 
world, or the gifts, which it has to bestow. It never 
entered my head, or heart, that I should not be suppli- 
ed with whatever was necessary for me; I had tared 
hard, and I could again accommodate myself to the vi- 
eissftttd^s^of life — ^yea, and without a murmur. I con- 
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tinued perambulating the streets, until the liour of diningi 
when 1 returned to my lodgings. < Well, sir, the ooni« 

mittee of Dr. 's meeting have been here, to engage 

you to supply their pulpit to-iporrow, — Sunday, — and 
they will call for your answer in the evening.' I was, 
I confess, astonished; but the evening produced the 
committee, and I acceded to their wishes. One of the 
gentlemen pressed me to return with him, and take 
up my abode at his house, during my concinnance in 
Newport; I did so, and was soon domesticated in his 
family, which continued my occasional home for many, 

very many years. Doctor S was absent, and it 

was the business of the committee to supply the desk, 
till his return; my appearance was opportune, and the 
people were generally pleased. I was requested to pub- 
lish a lecture for the next day. I did so, and the con* 
gregation was crowded, and attentive. I informed the 
audience, that I purposed tarrying in Newport two weeks, 
during which time I was ready to unite with them, in 
consulting the sacred writings, as often as they pleased; 
but, if I delivered any more lectures, it must he in the 
evening; my reason for which \^as, that, there were 
many laboring persons, who could not attend, without 
loss of time, — and loss of time to them, was loss of prop- 
erty. I was then informed, that when Mr. Whitefieid 
was last there, the parish had passed a voce against 
evening lectures. I replied: The parish has an indubi* 
table right to adhere to their vote,; but thev must excuse 
me, if I thought it my duty to abide by my determination. 
The parish met, re-considered their vote, and request- 
ed me to preach in the evening. Here then I preached, 
every evening, until the Doctor's return; to whom my 
kind, honest ngsl, requested me to accompany him on a 
visit, insisting upon my promising, that I would return 
with him. Simple man, because he, a hearer, was pleas- 
ed, he conceived his minister would also be pleased, and 
that he would press me to abide at his house ; I prom- 
ised him, and he exulted in having gained his point. 
The Doctor received me with cool civility; asked me a 
great many questions; spoke of mv pulpit tiilents, in the 
way I expected he would speak of them; and finally ex- 
pressed regret that he could not ask my assistance on the 
ensuing day, — Sunday, — as there were so many individ- 
uals wno would be oiTendied. My friend was astonish^ 
ed. I was not. My friend observed, there was but ontf 
m the conerregation, who was opposed to my prttaohtng 
hi tlldr liite^tiiig-lftMMie; and^he addbd, if I did ttOI {traaota^ 
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the people woalU be greatly disappointed, ■ The Doctor 
would not hear him, and we parted, without my receiv- 
ing even an invitation to repeat my call. My guileless 
host expressed great surprise. ' So good a man as the 
Doctor; why, I imagined, he would have taken you into 
his arms, and never, if he could help it, have permitted 
you to lodge any where but under his roof,' From this 
momenc, I had much to grieve me in Newport, for, al- 
though ray friends were numerous, and my enemies but 
few, yet those few were uncommonly industrious. 

On Monday morning, one of the committee, who had 
first engaged me to preach, called upon me at my lodg- 
ings*, and informed me, that there came on Saturday night, 
from New York, a reverend divine, who had given me 
a most horrid character; he had said many things, which 
he hoped and believed were not true. Pray, sir, where 
is this good man? 'He is, sir, at the house of Mr. 
Rogers, father of the Rev. Mr. Rogers.' Will you, sir, 
call upon this gentleman with me? ' Certainly, sir, but 
you had better first take breakfast.' By no means, 1 
may miss him, and I want to see him in your presence, 
We hurried off immediately, but alas! he had left town 
at break of day ; he had just cast out firebrands, arrows, 
and death, and withdrawn from the investigation, upon 
which he had reason to calculate. The parade was full of 
people; the reports ran like wild fire; fame had blown 
the trumpet of slander, and, at the house of Mr. Rog- 
ers, many were assembled. I regretted, that the rever- 
end calumniator had flown: I wished to be tried in the 
presence of the people. I requested, however, that they 
would exhibit the charges, lodged against me. They 
did so, and they consisted of the following items: — 1st, I 
had formerly labored for my living: 2dly, 1 was a mar- 
ried man; 3Jly; I had children; 4thly, 1 had been a stage 
player; and. ^hly, I had sung songs. Upon which I ob- 
served: Perhaps my denial of these charges may answer 
little purpose; yet, as in the presence of heaven, you will 
allow me to say, that, although I have made some unsuc 
cessful attempts to obtain an honorable competency , yet 
I have, alas ! and it is with extreme sorrow 1 make the 
declaration, I have in this world, neither wife nor child; 
I solemnly assure you, I never was an actor upon any 
stage; I ackowledge I have sung. songs, I was once pro- 
nounced a good singer; yet I do not recollect, that I ever 
sang any bad songs, indeed I have been so long out of 
the habit of song-singing, that I do not remember what 
songs I have sung. I do not, however, admit, that if 
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tlieie cbfttgeB could be substeDtiated, they ought to cii- 
mhiate me. It cauDot be a crime to labor; Six dayn 
^ioU thou labor.* The apostle Paul labored with his 
own hands«. Many of* you are married men; many of 
you have children; many, in pursuit of business, quit for 
a season both wives and children; and if I had relin- 
quished the stage for the life of a religionist, it should 
be considered as a testimony in my favor. With regard 
to song-singing, while music makes a part even of divine 
worship, a sentimental song could not be supposed detri- 
mental to the interests of morality. I requested to know, 
if there were any other charges; and was answered with 
a murmur of applause, * noke, sir, hone.' The tide now 
turned in my favor, and the people were astonished, that 
they had annexed the smallest consequence to those re- 
ports. 

I had now in Newport a very respectable circle of 
friends, and the occurrence, thus briefly recorded, aug- 
mented their affectionate attentions. As a testimony 
how little they regarded it, they made a party to go out 
to a number of carriages, and pass the day upon the 
island; and most delightfully did we enjoy ourselves. 
We left town in the midst of the tumult; but those who 
were present at the examination, minsling with their 
fellow citizens, gave them an account or what had pass- 
ed, and it was generally considered, as a plan to bar 
their pulpit against me; this irritated them and they 
determined it should not succeed. They dispatched a 
message to me; I could not be found. I returned in the 
evening, and received, by the sexton of Doctor S — -'« 
meeting, an address, signed by a large number of influen- 
tial characters, earnestly requesting I would upon that 
evening, deliver a lecture. I consented; the bell an- 
nounced my consent; the congregation assembled, and 
the house was veiy full. I selected mv subject from 
Isaiah * iFho hath btHevtd our reporU 1 was divinely 
efupported; my heart wais very full; gratitude glowed in 
my bosom, gratitude to that Being, who had upon this, 
ns well as upon many former occasions, so conspicuously 
appeared for me. 

Among other valuable acquisitions, which crowned my 
labors in Newport, was the friendship of Mr., afterwards 
General Varnum, who gave me, upon the succeeding 
morning, a letter to ^Ir. N. Brown, of Providence, for 
which place I departed. Mr Brown received me with 
much civility, and distinguished me by many acts of kind- 
aeiss The "Rev. Mr. Snow's meeting-house was throfvc 
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open; the congregations in Providence were large, I ao- 
quired many respectable friends, and my visit was truly 
pleasing. I contemplated extending my tour as far as 
Boston, hut the season being far .advanced, I postponed 
my purpose, and hastened back to my pleasant home 
Visiting my friends upon the road, I did not reach the 
dwelling of my patron, until the winter was at the door. 
This enduring friend began to fear he should eventually 
lose me; and in truth the pressing calls, made upon me, 
allowed me but little leisure to tarry with him. In the 
course of this winter, I made many visits ; but my litde 
.stock of money was nearly exhausted. Had I consented 
to the mode of collecting, then in practice, such was the 
Keal of my hearers, that 1 might have amassed large sums: 
but I had no family, I did not want money, I believed I 
should be less noxious as a preacher, if I levied no tax- 
es upon the people; and 1 was ambitious of being able to 
ask. Whose ox, or whose ass have I taken ? Still, as I 
proceeded, the rancor of the clergy pursued me; this 
pained me to the soul, and I haVe passed many agonizing 
hours, originating from this inveterate source. 1, how- 
ever, veiled those scenes of sorrow from the eye of the 
many; in fact, when engaged in conversation, I so un- 
reservedly enjoyed my friends, that I ceased, for the time 
being, to reflect upon my enemies or their enmity. I 
never lefl home, without increasing both the number of 
my friends and my enemies; and they were, individual- 
ly and collectively, very much in earnest, while every 
attempt to oppose the progress of truth became, in the 
hand of God, subservient to the purpose of opening the 
eyes of the people. 

I think it Was in the January of 1773, that a most im 
portunate solicitation drew me to Philadelphia; and, hav 
ing frequently visited that city, I had many opportunities 
with strangers, collected there. Many bore with them to 
their respective homes, such an account of my doctrine 
and my manner^ as excited much curiosity. I was repeat- 
edly and earnestly urged to proceed to Mar}4and; an 
eminent physician, by repeated letters, reiterated hissolici- 
tations. A sense of duty imperiously insisted upon my 
accepting every in^ritation of the kind, to the extent of 
my power, and I consequently determined upon an im- 
mediate commencement of my journey to Maryland; 
accordingly my horse was produc^ at the door, when it 
occurred to me that I had no mcmey. Well and what 
then? said I. 'You will not thiqk of a journey in such 
circumstances?' said cold-hearted Prudence, i certainW 
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Will. * But how are you to get through a gtrange country, 
in which you have no acquaintance?' For shame; is 
this a time for these remarks? Do ^ou not know, that 
God Almighty can, at all times, and m every place, open 
the heart; and that, if He be disposed to do any thing with 
me, or by me, he will most assuredly- bring me on my 
way ? * fiut had you not better let your friends in thig 
city know your circumstances? They will unquestiona- 
bly make provision for you.' But this would be leaning 
upon an arm of flesh ; it would be making provision for 
myself.' *What will you do at the first stage? you 
will not be able to purchase any thing, either for your- 
self, or your horse.' If I meet wich no support. 1 will 
return immediately; by this I shall know, if it •.« the 
will of God I should proceed. *And will you really 
go on in this way?' Most assuredly; and I was on the 
point of mounting my horse, when a gentleman crossed 
the street. Are you going out of town, sir?' Yes sir. 
* How far, pray: which way?' To Maryland, sir, to 
visit a place, which, as I am told, is eighty miles from 
this city. * Are you going alone, sir.^' 1 am, sir. * 1 
wish I had known of your determination one hour since, 
I would certainly have accompanied you part of the way.' 
Well sir, you can do that now; if you please, I will wait 
an hour. * Will you ? then I will get ready as soon as 
possible.' The gentleman was punctual; in less than an 
hour he was on horseback; and we commenced our jour- 
ney together. We passed on to Chester, delighted with 
our ride, and dined luxuriantly at one of the best inns in 
the country. Here I expected my fellow traveller would 
quit me; and prudence again questioned: ' Will you not 
either return, or make known your situation?' I will do 
neither; I will trust in the Lord, and stay upon the God 
of my salvation. Our horses were ordered out, again we 
proceeded together, and our conversation was interesting, 
animated, delightful. In the middle of the afternoon, we 
made a second stage; here, said my companion, I had de- 
termined to leave you, but I find I am not able; I must 
proceed. We went on until evening, when we put up at 
the house 'of a friend of my fellow traveller, in Newark. 
This town contained an academy, in the hall of which I 
afterwards preached. We spent the night most agreea- 
bly, and although I expected to pursue the residue of my 
]ourney alone, my slumbers were unbroken through tho 
night, and I arose happy in the thought, that I was ena- 
bled to cast my care upon God. 
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Here my friend, after commending me to the protection 
of Heaven, bade me adieu. I tarried until breakfast was 
over, when I requested my horse : it was brought to the 
door. I took the bridle in my hand. Prudence again 
was ready with her expostulations: ' Well, and what are 
you to do DOW ? you have been thus far brought on by 
an obliging friend^ you have fifty miles more to ride, 
through a country, not an individual in which you have 
ever seen, and you have not a petmv in your pockeV 
Again, I say, am I not here, as in Philadelphia, under 
the care of that beneficent Being, who holds the universe 
in His hand? I will go on. Just as I raised my foot to 
tJbe stirrup, the master of the house appeared. < One 
word, sir, if you please; step io for a moment.' I once 
more entered the hospitable dwelling. ' You will, I hope, 
e:^cuse me, sir; but, ever since I left my bed this morning, 
I have been strongly excited to do, what however I am 
afraid to mention, and wliat I had concluded I would not 
venture to do. But when I saw you in the act of mounting 
your horse, I could no longer withstand an irresistible 
impression, which impels me to ask your acceptance of 
this trifle :' — ^putting into my hands abundantly sufficient 
to bring me to the end of my journey. ' You may not 
want this, sir; but you may meet with some individual, 
who does.' Could my spirit, at this moment forbear 
ecstatic prostration before the throne of my God, m> 
Father? This was manifestly another instance of the 
interposition of my Divine Master. It was He, who has 
the hearts of all in His hand, that had thus disposed the 
heart of this man. I could not forbear felicitating him 
on being ap]^inted to distribute. 1 communicated to 
him my real circumstance, while tears of pleasure gushed 
into his eyes. He would then have made an addition to 
the gratuity; bu( this I resolutely refused: I had enough 
for my present purpose, and more than enough would 
have been burdensome. 1 went on from this place, with 
inexpressible delight, my soul warmly disposed to mag- 
nify the Lord, and to trust Him at all times not being 
afraid. My faith, by these manifestations thus invigorat- 
ed and renewed, I rejoiced in the good pleasure of my 
God; my way was made clear before me, and I nothiiig 
doubted that my journey would be crowned with success. 
This day was indeed a happy day, I shall certainly 
never, so long as memory shall continue its office^ recur 
to it without the most pleasurable emotions. 

Upon the evening or this memorable day, I arrived at 
the end of my journey, and I was received by the physi 
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«iaii, whose [etter of earnest solicitation had broBght jl« 
thus far, with many demonstrations of joy. I was, bow* 
erer greatly surprised, to find a person, who I understood 
was master of a large fortune, plain, if not penurious, 
both in his house, furniture, and apparei; but, if I was 
disappointed by the appearance of the man and Itis dwell* 
iug, I was abudantly ritore so, by his conversation, from 
which I learned, that he had been imposed upon by tbo 
accounts he had received of me; he had been made to be* 
lieve I was for matter and ntanner, a second Whitefield. 
My heart sunk, as I reflected what I had to expect from a 
gentleman thus circumstanced. I beheld before me a 
self-righteous Oalvinist: and I believed, when he dtscov* 
ered (as I was determined he immediately «houkl) tho 
amount of my testimony, he would sincerely repent, that 
he had summoned me to his abode, and that I should, in 
consequence, have much to suffer. The house afibrded 
no spare bed, and, of course, I lodged, I cannot say slept, 
with my host. The whole night was devoted to conver- 
sation, and I embraced the ilrst pause to inform him, that 
1 once viewed the Deity, and the creature man, precisely 
as they now appeared to him; but that a complete revo- 
lution had been wrought in my mind. Sir, I once be- 
lieved the faithfid Creator had called into existence by 
far the greatest number of human beings, with no other 
intention, than to consign them to endless misery, rescu- 
ing only a few res^eetea persons, from a state of sin and 
sutfering. You will, my dear sir, probably regt'et that 
you have invited me hither, when I inform you, that the 
Christ in whom I trust, and the gospel, which I preach, 
is not the Christ of whom you expected to hear, nor the 
gospel you supposed I should preach. The Christ, in 
whom I formerly confided, was a partial Saviour; but tho 
Christ, in whom I now trust, is the Saviour of the world. 
The gospel, you have been accustomed to hear, and 
which you expected I should preach, is a partial gospel, 
conveying the glad tidings of eternal life in Christ Jesus 
only to an elected few. The gospel, I preach, is glad ti- 
dings to every individual of the human race; assuring 
them that, in Christ, the promised seed, all the nations, 
all the families of the earth shall be Messed. I fear, sir, 
that, not being accustomed to the ministry of the recon- 
ciliation, committed to the apostles, to wit, that God wag 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not imput- 
ing unto them their trespasses; that, when all mankind' 
like sheep had gone astray, the Lord, the offended God, 
laid upon Jesus the iniquities of us all, that he might put 
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tkmn away by the sacrifice of himself, that they might 
thus, as a mill-stone, be cast into the depths of the sea, 
and be found no more at all; that Jesus thus performing 
the will of God, the world may ultimately behold hun ia 
his true character, as the Lamb of God, who taketh awajr 
the sin of the world; thus becoming the Saviour of all 
men, — not in, hat from their sins. I fear, my good sir, 
that when vou hear me thus preaching the gospel, which 
God himself preached to Abraham, and which he testified 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets ever since the world 
began, your disappointment will be grievous. I know, 
sir, you have not iieen accustomed to hear of Universal 
Love; of boundless compassion; and these sounds may 
make you as angry, as they have made many of our 
brethren in every age. Here I made a full pause, con- 
tinuing for a few moments in painful suspense. I was, 
however soon relieved. ' No, sir, you have nothing to 
fear from me; for although the things, of which you 
speak, have never entered into my head or heart, yet, 
give me leave to assure'you, it will never give lue pain to 
know, that God's ways are not as my ways, nor his 
thoughts as tay thoughts. My mind is so far from revolt- 
ing at the tidmgs you bear, that nothing would give me 
more unutterable joy, than to \ye assured of their truth.' 
Thus was my mind exonerated from a weight of dread 
apprehension. I asked him, what assurance he could 
either wish for, or expect^ ^ Nothing more than a '' Thus 
•aith the Lord." ' I continued, through the residue of 
the night, preachinff the gospel, according to the scrip- 
tures; and it pleased Almighty God so to furnish my mind 
with testimonies, drawn from the sacred volume, that I 
went on, from Genesis to Revelations, until the morning 
dawned upon us. But a brighter morning dawned upon 
the long-benighted mind of my wandering hearer; he ex- 
hibited, what he said he experienced, rapture before un- 
known. He was indeed, as one, brought out of darkness 
into marvellous light, and from the power of satan, unto 
God. I never before saw so great a chanse, wrought in 
so short a time. He gave me a sketch of his life, which 
had been employed in seeking to accumulate riches, and 
. righteousness The former he had gained, but the latter 
he had not; and he was constrained to confess, that if 
the wealth, he had taken such unwearied pains to obtain, 
and to keep, were no better in the sight of man, than his 
righteousness was in his own estimation, and in the esti- 
mation of his God, he had been all his life lal)oring in vain, 
wad spending his strength for nought. By coinmercei 
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«iid 'the nra6tiee of pbysic, the Doctor had acquired a foiy 
|«ne of forty thousand f>ounds sterling; yet from the ap- 
pearance of the man, we should have concluded his re- 
sources extremely limited. His offsprings were only one 
son, and one daughter; his wife was no more; his son a 
prodigal; his daughter a married womau, in elieibie cir- 
cumstances, and of a most amiable character. The Doc- 
tor was far advanced in life, and although he had been 
uniformly employed in g'etltng nnd hiding money, yet he 
was so religious a man, as to part with four hundred pounds 
sterling toward building a meeting-house; and be waa 
ffreatly mortified, at not being able to obtain permission 
for me to preach therein, though he went so far, as to as** 
sure those, who bad the care of the house, that he would 
put it in complete repair, if he might be indulged with the 
pleasure of hearing who he pleased in the pulpit, when it 
was not otherwise occupied. But the Presbytery had 
given orders, that no person should be admitted into any 
of their meetings, without a letter of license, first had and 
obtained from that body. * So,' said the Doctor, ' let God 
send, by whom He will send, the sent of God can obtain 
no admission; but those^ whom the Presbytery think pro^ 
er to send, must be admitted every where ! Is not this 
rank priettcrafll^ But although the doors of every house 
of worship, in that neighborhood, were shut agamst us, 
many private houses were devoted to us, and the Doctor 
was indefatigable in striving to spread abroad the -saviour 
of the Redeemer's name. His soul was so highly wrought, 
by the discoveries he ^had made, that he most ardently 
desired to make all men acquainted with the grace, in 
which they stood. 

The Doctor was a man of uncommon abilities; his mind 
was highly cultivated; I never knew a finer speaker. 
He was well acquainted with the religion of the world, 
and, possessing a happy facility of manifesting his knowl- 
edge, when it pleasea God to show him his salvation,— 
when he had power given him to believe with his heart 
the word of God, which giveth life unto all men, — from 
the abundance of his believing heart, his mouth became 
full of the praises of his God:- and wherever he went, bo" 
ofVen as opportunity offered, he delighted to macnify the 
name of the Redeemer: spreading far and wide, to the 
utmost of his abilities, the truth as it is in Jesus, the glad 
tidings of the gospel Every body, who knew the man, 
was astonished; for, strange to tell, he became liberal; 
liberal of that, with which he had heretofore found it so 
difficult to part, he could part with hia money; andi 
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-among numerouB Instaiices of his generosity, laj9e\t wai 
ftn examine. He saw my vestments were rather worn, 
they CO aid not last always, and he ordered me a complete 
suit of superfine broadcloth, I looked at the Doctor, at 
«his garments, much worse thaa mine. I am really astonish- 
-ed, said 1. ' Not more than I am myself, sir. I have for 
« whole year been perfectly aware; that I wanted raiment, 
yet I could not find it in my heart to purchase even those 
artides of which I stood in most need; but, sir I do indeed 
behold my former self with detestation, i continued with 
the Doctor for several weeks; he accompanied me from 
place to place, enjoying abundantly more than the world 
eould give or take away; and his numerous connexions 
were partakers of his felicity. For myself I had rich op- 
portunities of preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
my pleasures were proportioned to the satisfaction, which 
I was instrumental in communicating. But it became 
necessary I should return to Philadelphia, and the Doctor 
was exceedingly affected; yet previous to my final depart- 
ure, I had engaged to preach at an Episcopalian church 
«t some ctistance, where it was believed a large con- 
course of people would be assembled. But on Saturday 
evening, the wind being north-west, brought on so se- 
vere a frost, that the ensuing day, Sunday, February 
14th, 1773, was by far the coidest day I had ever experi- 
enced. I was, however determined to keep my appoint- 
ment, and I rode six miles on horseback, accompanied by 
a gentleman, who had conceived for me the strongest af^ 
fection, and we derived so much pleasure, fVom the di- 
vine subjects, which engaged our attention, that we hard- 
ly adverted either to the severity of the day, or the dis- 
tance; and my fellow traveller, in the fulness of bis heart, 
declared, did it depend upon him, we would ride on till 
the close of ^me, and then leap into eternity together. 
The cold, however, was soflciently piercing to compel 
US to assemble in the school^onse, instead of the church, 
where a large chimney, and a blazing hearth, hardly kept 
us from freezing; yet was my own heart, and the hearts 
of many of tny hearers, warmed by that fire of divine love, 
enkindled by the wowi and spirit of our God; which spirit 
graciously vouchsafed to take of the things of Jesus, and 
show them unto us, giving us not only peace, but joy, un- 
Irpeakable jey, in believing. I proposed departing for 
Pbiladelphra, on -the following Monday; but the Doctor, 
amd bis friends, prevailed upon me to tarry a day or two 
longer, in which time he labored hard to persuade me to 
MBtinM with him. < Only^' said he, < consem to abid« 
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•lierv, and I will Tery cheeHttHy bnRd Ibr ywf «9'haiii[fe€ittid 
a churchy as any in the country, and it shall be your own. 
-i wiJl 'demote ten, of the forty thoustand pounds, which I 
possess, to this purpose. 1 thanked' him, most cordially, 
for his flattering otfer; but added^ that the leadeif of his 
whofe estate wouRl be no temptatioii to tne to accept; a 
permanent 'rmidenee; MymitJd was, at that time, sot- 
•mnly impr^sed'fey a conviction^ that! was sent out to 
preach the gospeli^ and that, as the serrant of God, 1 
must neither loiter by the way, nor seek to evaile the spir 
it of my eommission.- An imposing sense of duty com- 
peiled me:to'say, that, so long as 1 was able, I would stily- 
-niit to the will of m^ Master. Upon the night previous 
to my departure, we had little sleep. We expatiated with 
pleasing wonder upon the myfiterious ways of Heaven, 
and we poured out our souls in prayer to that God^ who, 
having -brought qs together, -had caused us to drink into 
one spirit. The frK>rning came, when, e^^r commending 
ourselves to God, and to the^ word of his grace, I was on 
the point of departing, in the same manner I had left 
Philadetpiiia, yet, without even the vestige of apprehea- 
sion. But the Doctor, taking me by the hand, essayed to 
articulate; but was necessitated to pause for self-posses- 
sion, when he said: * God forever bless youj and be with 
you; and wherever you go, make your way plain before 
you ; and, if we never meet again in this world, (for I am 
an oki man, you know) I rejoice in the assurance, that 
we shall meet in the presence of God, our Saviour, and 
spend an eternity together.' He then put into my hand 
gold sufficient, abundantly sufficient to bear my expenses 
even to the dwellinff of my patron. « Yoirmay want this 
upon the road,' said he, • take this as a memento of friend- 
ship.' I am dear sir, amazed at your liberality. « 1 also 
am amazed — it is the Lords doings, and truly, it is mar- 
vellous in my eyes. Thus closed my visit to my worthy 
friend, after I had promised, that, if it should so please 
God, I would cheerfully visit him again. 

On my return, being earnestly solicited, I preacfhed in 
the hall of the Acaderny at Newark; and 1 once more 
reposed under the roof of that hospitable man, who was 
made the instrument of administering to my necessities, 
on jny way. At Wilmington too, 1 delivered my message; 
and elevated by an excursion, which had been so greatly 
blessed, 1 returned to Philadelphia in perfect health, and 
high spirits. During the residue of the spring, the whoto 
of the succeeding summer, and a part of the autumn, until 
.October, 1773, my time waiB divided betwjieii P«ftnsylv»- 
16* 
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sifty the JeniiM, snd New-Yoric. My friends Wen to lie 
Ibuud amoBg every (^aee of people, from the h^he«t te 
the moet humble, and almost ever^ day iocrea«ed tbenum- 
her, both of my friends and enenues. The clergy eontiii- 
«od a phakuix of opposition. One cood man stumbled 
upon a most ingenious device. A Mr. Still, a Baptist 
priest, wrote a most elaborate letter, in wbieh he charged 
•me with many crimes, assuming as facts, those reported 
trimee, which my son! abhorred. This letter he read in 
every company in which he mixkli toent eotnen of it to 
JNew-£nglaad, and various other ports of the country; 
^^iving those,^to whom he made his communications, to 
understand, that he had forwarded tfab letter to me, al- 
though / never aaup tV, and wto indebted for an account of 
its contents, to some worthy individuals, who were among 
the number of those, to whom k was read. Thus did this 
man industriously essay Do prejudice the minds of the 
people, trusting that their hatred of <me, and my testimony, 
would if possible, be cominenBurate with his own; and 
:thus, at his righteous CribuniEi], I wasitried and condemned, 
and, as far as be could prevail, executed, without being 
■ftuffered to plead in my own defence, or even fumisheq 
.with a copy of the allegations against me. Had I not 
reason to supplicate: (Grant me, O^my^Godl. patient resig- 
nation, and the divine light of thy count^ianee. Yet the 
character, priest, and adversary^ did not always prove 
syuon^tiious. A elergyraan, upon a memorable evening, 
entered a house of public worship, in which I was pro- 
mulgating tJie truth matt if in. j£Mm» He presented him- 
self with a determtnalion to oppose :«»e; but quitting the 
church, and entering my lodgm^^ he fokbsd me in his 
arms, exclaiming (while his ey)e glMtened with pleasure,) 
< If this-be heresy, may I so worship^he Q&di of my fathers, 
during the residue of my days.' Nor was this a solitair 
instance; Mr. Duchee, minister of the established church 
of Philadelphia, Mr, Tre«ard,of New-Rocbelle, Mn Gano, 
of New-York, Mr. Tyler, £pt8cap«ilian'tBiii9eter of Nor- 
W'icb, were amkmg the mimber of those, wbo,if iheyiwere 
not fully with me Ineentirtient, have uniformly^ discharged 
, toward me the diuty of Christian friends, ^y . opportum- 
, ties ol* observing uncomiiion charactera were Imultiplied. 
I regrets that the limits, J have presorihfed to »yself, will 
not permit me to:dwe|} upon the U£eaiid virttiCeiof ThOmas 
iSay« of Philadsiphift} a man, whtl,jt may •he/s^d^ f^vis- 
ited this worlds after ibeing priviieged with mov^ thtm !a 
!bird'a-eye view of .another. Anthony Bentaet >«iighl; b'1w> 
dfltim SMQiy :p«0et» : Christopher MaishAli^ ttmoQMiKMd 
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iiirs. Weight, aod hm uAcoomifm fami^; SBmy obiEKks 
4)f Aieparted frieiicU fiit before me, but I miidt hapten fraoi 
the BOW beatified group, aod pursue ihe ^ometiiiies rug* 
|;ed path, over whush the jouroey of life hath eodduct^ 
ine. 

Upon the lOtb of October, 177d» I embarked on board 
Cfae Humbird^ captain Lawton, for Newport, \yhieh j^ace 
wa reached at early breakfast, and where I was moeived 
hk a maanet'ComportiDg with my most sancilijie wi^es. 
Beksheri Warner, Otis^ Newton, Wright, Waaton, Wa- 
terhouae,.£Uleiy, i/ua. &c., these all k'eceived me;with open 
arme^ bat haivkig rea^n to believe, mildh eonfusion 
^ou Id result .fratm aa attempt to open the deova of the 

Tneciting-^ouse, in which Dr. S -r oifieiaied, I seat the 

Doctor an aasueaoeia, that I would no mote enter bia pul- 
. pic The Oovomor '■ i^ranted the atate-^ho use to the selioi- 
Xstioas of my frieods, and beeame himself one of my audi- 
ence. I preached also in the meetinghouse of Mr> Kelly^ 
.and at the^ prbon. The eoii|^regatioas w^re erowded, 
' and attentive. Newport eontaios a ^.nagogue, and the 
many Jewa, ^oUeoted there^ pressed to hear. Mr. Lo- 
-pez, an .opulent gentleman among the Jews, celebrated as 
-weH fbr humanity, m for >mer«iintile knowledge^ met mo 
at the daor of the>«tate^house, aAd, pressing my hand, 
■fdd : * £r6d Almighty be with you, sir, aiid bless and pre* 
fitfecve-you wherever you , go, giving you ^od $iiccess al* 
ways.' He woiid have added j btu bis overdo wing heart 
evidently denied him utterance* The Jieivs were gene- 
rally pleased^ They deelared, they had never wore 
.heard so much in favoi* of Christianity, poor hearts 
.they would see the tlungs, which belong to their peace, 
if the 24»poin ted time of the Father were come; in this * 
their day are they bidden from their eyes: but the day of 
the Liord Cometh, when whatever is hidden sl|£tU be re- 
vealed. 

I was solicited to take Up my abode at Newport, and 
> assured, if I. would so dOj a place of public worship 
should he erected fol* my accomfnodation.. These good 
.people learned, that I 'had been necessitated to part with 
my horse, fbr the pui^eae of defraying : the expenses, al- 
tendattt upon re-<prinf ing specimens of apostolic preach 
ing, selected :freim the writings of Mr. Helly; an4 they 
I insisted 'ppon purchasing me another. Nor was this 
-all ; they helped use on my. way, eontiibiif f ug alnuidantly, 
iby jorieote grfliwt*iWi 'toithe,r)elief of my utM'.essiiie$. Mr. 
^'a#d^ ' seeveJtory to thie. then ' pro^vii^cc of Rbode^-IslaniJ, 
.with*naiif?olh€brfl,/w^re|:U!|M>n this my 9€^olid \\9ky added 
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-to thm ntimber of 'my frieaili. A meaMr of Dr. S- t ' ^H 
church inlbrmed tne, it was affirmed, I had abaolutelj 
said, all men should be saved, I assured him, I Imd 
neFersaid, all men shwdd be sAved; I had said, Jesus 
was and is the Saviour of all men; and that, in the ful- 
ness of time, he would gafi^f $&geHier all things into oke, 
-^brinffin^ in his ancient people, the Jews, and- with them 
the fulness of the Gentilesj— eausing all flesh to eonM 
and worship before hinaj-^Hind making of Jew and 

-^Gentile Qua hew man, so making p<^dce: and that all the 
kingdoms of the world should become the kingdoms of 
God and of His Christ* 1 publicly invited' any individual 
in Newport, who had aught to say against the -testimony 
i dMivered, to meet me in an c^n mfanner^ the bible in 
his hand; and if the arguments he ^iuNild produce were 
more consistent with the sadred writings^ I would upon 
the spot, in the most- unreserved manner j acknawledgs 
and renounce my errors. 

Quitting Newport, I took passage for Bast-Greenwich. 
A Ibllow passenger told me, he hnul been informed I had 
Said: Our sins were laid upon the Devil; and that then 
was nothing for us to do^ ^^ ^ wished to know, if 1 be- 
lieved either the one or the other? Certainly not, 1 repli- 
ed; it was not the JDcvt/, but the jR«fl{««fii«r, <m whom tk^ 

' Lord laid the iniquities of us all, I assured him, we had 
many things in our various characters to peWTorm, to 

^ which it was our bounden duty to^ attend; and that those, 

-who continued in offences, would be experimentally able 
Co say, * Truly, the way of the transgressor is hard; ' for, 
assuredly, they would be chastised with many strines. 

'My appearance at East-Greenwich was welcomed by Mr. 
Varnum, and others. Several gentlemen, whom I bad 
not before known, called upon me at Mr. Vamnra's: 

'among these was Dr. Hawkins, who questioned me, ana 
appeared satisfied with mv answers; he introduced me to 

' his friends, Mr. Green, &c. 1 preached, in the court- 
house, to a crowded audience. The superior court was 

- then in session ; the judges and the lawyers were among 
my hearers. I was laboring under great indtspositioo, 
but God was with me. Esquire Casey took me to his 
house, where I was met by judge Potter for the purpose 
of conversation. He said he had never been pleaded with 
pulpit exhibitions, because they were so replete with 

' contradictions, and he was determined to sift me thorough* 
1}'. We passed the night together; he performed what 
he had proposed, with candor, and appeared satisfi^ with 

'the result. At parting, he eamesiily wished nie^ 
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ipid pmyed that I might be preserved from the power of 

like priesrty and the flatterer. This gentleman continued 
to evince great aifection for me; he seemed to ntiderstand 
and feei the power of the gospel ; I had not seen his supe- 
rior. At this period, I was desirous of extending my tour 
as far as Boston : but, notwithstanding the repeated mani^ 
festatioas of divine protection, with which I had been 
favored, a reluctance to venturing on untried scenes was 
gradually pervading my spirit, and I was again ready to 
ask. What am I to do in Boston? Yet I added: O! my 
unbelieving heart, who shall deliver me from this body 
of sin and death ? Blessed be God who is fdtkftU. Pass^ 
ing an hour at Mrs. Green's, I was introduced to a lady 
from Boston, a Mrs. Hubbard^ she questioned me upoti 
the doctrine o^ reprobation, particularly that passage, 
which expressly asserts, ' Jacob have I loved, and Esau 
iiaye I hated.' My answers were so much to her satis- 
facti<Mi, that she gave me a pressing invitation to her 
house in Boston,; and as I contemplated a journey thither, 
ahe prayed me to take a letter to Mr. Hubbard, and to 
make his dwelling my abode, during my continuance in 
the metropolis of Massachusetts, From East-Greenwich 
I proceeded to Pawtuxet, deliveriag my message in their 
house of worship; and from thence I repaired to Provi* 
dence, where I was received by those, who had before 
bade roe >velcome, with continued kindness. Immediate- 
ly on my arrival, a summons to pass the evening with the 
Rev. Mr. Snow was presented me; I delayed not to at- 
tend him, and I was accompanied by Mr. Binney, a young 
gentleman of great promise. Mr. Snow's parlor was 
nearly filled by the members of his church and conerega* 
lion. A long and solemn pause succeeded the usual cere 
monies of introduction; Mr* Snow at length broke silence 
hy observing: 'We are, sir, perfectly aware, that by far 
the greater part of the town are anxious to hear you; and, 
as our house is the most convenient, we presume applicai> 
don will be made for its use. But, since you were last 
here, a few of our members have heard strange reports 
respecting you : (viz.) That you believe all mankind 
will be saved; aud that the new birth is not in im, htU in 
Christ, I have, therefore, thought proper to call together 
several of my church, that th«5y may have an opportunity 
of peaking to you, and determining whether they think 
proper to open their doors. Do you, sir, believe that all 
mankind will be saved ?' I Mieve, Jestts Christ is the 8a* 
mom of all men; that, by the grate of God, he tasted d^ath 
foTig^ery man; that heisthefrppiHatvinfor thetimofthe 
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^hole world j and that God was^ in Chrhi, reeoneiiing thi 
world uT^o Himself, not imputing unto them their tre9 
possess, ' Well, and do you believe, that all are saved? 
Not as unbelievers; they, who believe not, are damned. 

* How then are they interested in Jesus? ' Precisely as 
they were in the first Adam. < But all are not interested 
in Jesus, as they were in the first Adam.' How then doth 
it appear, tliat as, by the offence of one man, judgment 
tame upon aU men to condemnation, so by the righteouo^ 
ness of one, the free gift came upon all men to justification 
of life? ' < And do you, sir, believe that, in consequence 
of this, all will be finally happy ? ' Do you, sir, believe 
all who learn of the Father will be happy?' * O yes.' 
And do you believe all will be taUffht of God, and come 
to Jesus, and be saved? * No, indeed,* Do ministers in 
general believe this? * No, we know they do not.' Why 
then do they pray for it? Do they not pray, that God 
would hasten the happy time, when he shall bring in his 
ancient people, the Jews, and with them the fulness of 
the Gentiles; that all the kingdoms of the world may be- 
come the kingdoms of God and of His Christ; that they 
may all be taught of God from the least unto the greatest? 
For this, and much more, clergymen repeatedly pray: 
and can we suppose they are dealing hypocritically with 
their God? are they such monsters of impiety, as to solic- 
it, for what, they believe the Almighty had determined, 
before the foundation of the world, he would never grant? 
A profound pause succeeded; after which, I was asked: 

* Do you, sir, believe the New Birth is in us, or in 
Christ ! ' He, who is bom of God, sinneth not. But if 
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. He, who is bom of God, is a new creature; ah 
old things are passed away, and all things are become new; 
a good man, out tf the good treasury of his heart, bringeth 
not forth good and evil, but good, only good, I conceive, 
therefore, that to be born again, or, as it may be rendered 
to be born anew, or bom from above, alludes to the birth 
of the human family in the person of Christ Jesus, we 
being members of his body. Hence the sacred record 
decidedly pronounces: Created anew in Christ Jesus, 
•Well, that is scripture, to be sure.' Are we Christ 
Jesus? * No, certainly.' Then, can being created anew, 
in Christ Jesus, be understood as being created anew, in 
ourselves! A part of the company discovered great bitter* 
ness; others were more calm. I requested them to ob- 
•erve, that, if they reported me as a heretic, they must 
remember they smote me through Paul's skirts, for I had 
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4«ii«ered no geBtimeritB of my o^vn fabrication;^! had 
merely rehearsed in their ears the uDadulterated languagv 
of revelaticHi : I therefore begged I might be. honestly re- 
ported. One gentleman declared, that, whether I deemed 
It honest, or not, he should report me as a heretic. I then 
insisted, he should declare, what heresy ivas. He said, I 
was against the gospel. I requested, he would say what 
gospel was? He replied, it was whatever was found in 
the new testament. I appealed to the company, whether 
this was either fair or true? whether there were not many 
particulars in theiiew testament, which were not gospel? 
and whether the gospel was not preached to Abraham ? 
or whether the gospel was not God's good sayini(8,' or 
glad tidings to all people? Whether I had said any thing 
contrary to this, or proposed any wav of salvation, beside 
Christ Jesus? or whether I had privily strove to t ring in 
much a damnable doctrine, as to deny the Lord who 
.bought them? They were all dumb. At length Mr. 
Snow said; * Well, my friends, you know the reason of 
my calling you together, and you can now determine re- 
specting Air. Murray's again entering our pulpit. I 
would have you freely deliver your sentiments. One 
said, the people wished to hear, and there was no house 
so convenient as theirs; he could see no reason why I 
should not preach. Another objected. His conscience 
would not allow him to consent. A third remarked, the 
people would go to hear me, preach where I would; sup- 
pose I was wrong, I could not contaminate the* house 
for his part, he did not see that 1 had said any things 
which had been proved erroneous; that he most devoutly 
blessed God he had been present, for he had received 
more light, than he had ever before enjoved; and many 
united their acknowledgments with his. t assured them, 
it was my solemn determination to preach nothing ^but 
Christ Jesus, and him crucified for every human being. 
Finally, they determined to open their doors for my re- 
ception : and thus, by permission of minister and people, 
1 again and aeain addressed a vast multitude from the 

ulpit of the Rev. Mr. Snow, of. Providence, and my 

earers appeared serious and attentive. 
During my continuance in Providence, I became ao- 
quainted with Doctor Huse of that place, a very uncom- 
mon man, and, as it appeared to me, of a very luminous 
intellect. Bidding me God speed, he added: * Sir, 1 re- 
joice, that you dare be honest; how long you will con^ 
tinue so, I know not. At present you are boldly facing 
danger, and without fear. Continue, I beseech you, to 
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doclare unmixed truth, although all men should he ftfftiiiiilt 
you.'* On the 26th of October, 1773, I took a eeat m the 
etage for Boston. Late upon the evening of that day, we 
reached town. I had a letter from Mrs. Hubbard, and 
another for a gentleman, a major Paddock: but I was un- 
iTviUiug to disturb strangers at an hour so improper for a 
first introduction, and the old question recurred: ^ What 
«re you to do now ? ' The passengers, one after another 
were dropped; I remained alone in the coach and the 
eoachman civilly questioned: < Where will you be set 
down, sir? ' Can you recommend to me, a decent tayem? 
Wliile he deliberated, a son of Mrs. Hubbard accosted 
him. * Is Mr. Murray in the coach f 'Yes, sir.* He 
approached the door. ' My Mother, sir, has written to 
my father respecting you, and we have been looking out 
for you with great impatience.' All was immediately 
•settled; and thus was I met, in Boston, by the ffood pro- 
yidenee of God, while my throbbing heart exclaimed; To 
the Lord belongeth mercy; and praise, and thanksgiving 
•are his righteous due* 

By Mr* Hubbard I was received with great kindness, 
he was a& innocent, honest man, and Ills family were 
truly friendly. Upon the ensuing morning I delivered ray 
letter to Major Paddock, whose reeeption of me was such 
«& a stranger ought to e^^ect, eooUy evoil; be, however, 
introduced me to Mr. Willtams, a respectable, philan- 
thopic gentleman strongly attached tx» the writings of Ja- 
cob Bhemen« To Mr. Williams I have most gratefully 
to acknowledge a series of important and essential obliga- 
tions. Measures were soon in train for the purpose of 
|»recuring a place, in which I might be allowed to deliver 
my testimony; but every efibrt was ineffectual, until the 
ibllowing Saturday, October SOtfa. In this interval, J re- 
tseivedffom Mr. I'homas Handasyde Peck, a polite invi- 
tal»on to dine. Mn Peck was a very respectable man, 
4md his lady a most valuable woman;* they were unwea- 
ried in contributing^ to the utniost of their abilities, to the 
relief of the sons and daughters of sorrow. Aankinff 
mmokig the mdmirefs of Mr. Whitefield, they possesseS 

^Mtny'tff the deeceii^tttitfl of this ez«inplai7 couple are amou « * 
inoet qpulent.dwellera in this tows. It it reported, that th«y «rt 
marching forwafd in the luminottB pa.th of their excellent v «itoii:$ 
that the;^ tmlfonnly extend to the children of adversity a n-unificent 
and extricating hand ; and, although their voices did not gladden the 
^ck chamber of the preacher, yet ne rejoiced in their prosueritj. and 
in that larse portion of benevolence, ascribed to them oy tae ecnoiog 
4engueefftiM< £^ 



JLItS OF A£V, JOHH MQftKirT. liO 

99iil9nt)jf<lli««h|uraGterMtio of his adberentSk— 4bey were 
dbiindiaotjy less bigoted than other Religioaists* In the 
agreeable famiiy of Mr. Peck, 1 passed a nv^at . delightful 
dfl^i I related to them the manaer of my coming tn the 
bou$e of mv patron, and 1 sketched for theox the dealings 
of (jFod with me, since he had called me forth. They lis-^ 
tened wijth silent astoiiishment; and when I had finished, 
they praised Qod in my behalf. They were evidendjB 
pained, that I Qould not obtain a place in which to pfeadic 
ajid th^y addad^ if no other conld be procured, they would 
open their own doors lor this purpose. There were ha 
noston, at this period, a few individuals, who were: iuH 
measujrably attached to the writings of Jacob BhaBen^ 
Thoae persons looked down with pity on all those th^ 
had leA behind, who were such infidels, as not to ascribe 
honor and glory to the inspired pa^ea of this, writer. I 
could not mrbear ejcperiencing great satisfaction, from the 
consideration, that Jesus Christ was nuuie unio me wu^ 
dam* The adherents of Bhemen enjoyed their philoso|pb* 
ical divinity very highly, delighting to wrap tnemselvea 
about in a mystjBrious garment of unintellig[ible jargon. 
But thus it Qifust ever be. Error will prevail, until the 
aiftpoiated time of the Father shall usher the benighted 
Tniad in(o the clear shining of the full meridian of Divine 
ReveLa^on. 

Ai the house ef Major Paddock I met a member of Mr. 
Still man'& church, who seeraed to conceive there would > 
be little diffic.uky in overthrowing my plan; to whom I ob- 
served, that if any individual, would unite with me in 
searching the scriptures, I would, supposing there were 
not Cbtfcnd in the book of God more positive assertions of 
final, and. universal Redemption, than of final Reproba* 
tion, pledge myself immediately to surrender my present 
souli^atisfying view8> ^ No one,' he replied, * could tak«> 
pleasure in the destruction of mankind.^ ^hy, dn nov 
yeu, sir? ' No^ sir.' Why, sir? 'I wonder you should 
ask such a questionw' Why, sir ,^ why should you not take 
pleasure in that, in which God takes pleasure? * God 
does not take pleasure in destruction,^ sir r What, sir, and 
make individuals on purposq to destroy them ? and Almigh- 
ty toor-*^ru|iQg. in. heaven above, and in earth beneath, a* 
s^emeth. in his sight good? IXo you dare say, if you had 
power, noi fellow crefkcure should be h>st; and dare you 
suppose, thai H<e, who hath all power, both in heaven and 
inearth, luuh^BfOt so much love )as vou, a finite being ^ 
WUl, He any tO' you,. Love your enemies, do good to those^ 
wlie h»te yoii, apd pr»y far thmc^ who deapitefiiUy um 
17 
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you, — and will He not do likewise? shall the disciplebo 
above his Master, and the servant above his Lord r He 
answered with a sigh: ^ I cannot argae with you, sir, that 
last observation has weight.' Ah, sir! 1 continued, would 
that every individual were more intimately acquainted 
with that most elevating subject, the love of God to man, 
the never-beginning, never-ending love of God to man. 
This, sir, is a species of knowledge, which doth not puff 
up; but it lifts -up, as on eagles' wings, ever mounting, 
never tiring, but still discovering new wonders, through 
the wasteless ages of eternity. But mati, poor, fallen man, 
^ho in his present state is enmity against God, is ever 
measuring tne love and compassion of Deity, by his own 
scanty rule. Nay, by a rule, which he would blush to 
acknowledge. I have frequently said, that there is not a 
person of character upon this continent, who would bear 
to be delineated, whatever character he sustains, as ha 
thinks and speaks of the Most High. What father would 
choose to-be supposed deficient in providing, to the extent 
of his power, every requisite aid for the beings he has 
been instrumental in introducing into existence.' It is 
confessed 'by all, that God is Almighty; that he is a sove- 
reign; that he can do, and wiU do, as he pleases; and that 
no power can resist his will. It is also said. That he will- 
eth not the death, the eternal death, of the sinner; that he 
willeth,that man should be saved; that he hath appointed, 
and therefore sends out his servants to warn mankind, to 
call them to eternal blessiedness, to persuade them to come, 
that all things are now ready. All this looks like love in 
God. But we are informed, the people, called, have no 
knowledge of God; that they are enmity against God, and 
that, nor from a persuanon that God was, in Christ, rec- 
onciling them to himself, hut because they do not know 
this, and therefore do not believe it; that no n\an can 
come unto the Father, but by Jesus; that no man can 
come unto Jesus, except the father draw him; and that 
all, who learn of the Father, come unto Jesus; and all, 
who come unto him^ he will in no wise cast out. Are 
multitudes cast out forever? Then it is because they 
w«re not taught of God; for if they had learned of the 
Father, they would have coine unto Jesus and he would 
in no wise have cast them out. But did God attempt to 
teach them, and, finding it iieyond his power, did he finally 
ffive them up? But is not God, almighty? Yes, but he 
did not choose to stretch forth hi? Omnipotent arm. Why ? 
Because if he had, they must be saved, and he would leave 
them to the freedom of their own will. Did He not know 
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•ike ctasequepce would be their eternal damnation ^ O 
yes; but tbis is perfef.tly right; for, when he called, they 
would not near. Did he intend they should hear! We 
have nothing to do with that. Merciful God! liA up the 
tight of thy irradiating countenance upon the benighted 
family of man. 

Upon the evening of October 30th, 1773, 1 preached for 
the iirst time in Boston, in the hall of the factory. My 
hearers were attentive, and after I had closed, several in- 
dividuals addressed me, and with apparent kindness invt- 
.t«d w^ to visit them at their houses. On the succeeding 
evening, (Sunday,) I again preached in the ball; the con- 
legation was too large for the place. My sut^ect was 
Kecfaariah ix, 9. The people were more ali'ectionate than 
the preceding evening; many solicited me to tarry, and 
assured me, that a better place should be provided for my 
accommodation. On Monday evening, November 1st, I 
preached to a select number at Mr. Peck's, who seefned 
to have the power of God amonff them. In consequence 
of a pressing solicitation from this gentleman, 1 took up 
my lodging in his hospitable mansion; thus goodness and 
mercy continually followed me. From my beloved friend 
Binney, 1 received repeated and affectionate letters, and I 
trusted this young gentleman would become an able advo- 
cate for the Redeemer. 

A Mr. Little, of Newburyport, united his earnest solici- 
tatioas with a number of gentlemen, who importunately 
urged me to visit that place. 1 dared not refuse; andy 
partinff with my affectionate friends in Boston, I accompa- 
nied Mr Little and others in the stage for Newburyport. 
On our arrival, inquiries were made at the coach-side, if 
1 was there; and on being answered in the affirmative, a 
crowd collect!^. Mr. Parsons, the Presbyterian minister^ 
a venerable looking gentleman, immediately visited me, 
and asked me many questions. Where I came from, 
what clergymen I was acquainted with? and what creden- 
tials I could produce ? During his inquiries he discovered, 
as it appeared to me, some uneasiness at the idea of my 
preaching in his pulpit: F therefore hastened to inform 
him, that I was no priest, nor approved of by gentlemen 
of that order; that 1 professed myself somewhat acquaint- 
ed with the salvation wrought out by Jesus Christ, and 
that wherever his providence called me, 1 was willing to 
speak well of the name of the Redeemer; but, I added, 
* that I bad great reluctance in speakinp^ in an^ place in 
opposition to the wishes of the officiating minister. Mr. 
FfursoB^ replied: The house ivas not his, it was the prop- 
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ertjT of the people, and when it was not oecvpMI, dMt 
had an indubitable right to invite who they pleaBe<t 
B]^akiog of my call to preaeh, whether ordinary, or ex- 
traordinary, I observed I had both when he petiilently 
asked: ' Pray, can you speak with tongues? ' it is possi- 
ble I may, sir, with tongues that you may not understand. 
However, your question is as much Sjgainst you as avaingt 
me. Jesus says, among .the many signs, that shall follow 
those who . believe, they shall heal the sick by laying 
Jiands upon them, and if they take up any deadly tUnf, 
it shall not hurt them. From these evidences, sir, pei^ 
haps it would be as hard for you to prove yourself even a 
believer, as for me to prove myself a preacher, sent of God. 
While we were yet conversing, the bell was rung and a 
large congregation assembled, among which Mr. Parsoas 
himself attended; and I selected for my subject, Isuah hr. 
10, !!• Agreeably to his earnest request, Mr. Little was 
riny host; and upon the ensuing morninr, (Saturday,) in 
eonsequence of a very polite invitation,! breakfasted with 
Mr. Parsons, and I was received by him, and his, very cor- 
idially; his countenance brightened «^»on me, and he re- 
iquested me to preach again in his church on that day: 
Kor was this all; he walked with nie to the pulpit, and sot 
with me there, while I preached preparatory to the com 
munion, upon John xv. 12. On the ensuing day, (Sun 
day), by the request. of Mr. Marsh, who was indisposed, 
I preached, both mopping and evening, at his charch. 
Several friends visited me at Mr. Little's, and wee closed 
the day with prayer. I was rather surprised to learn, 
that I lodged, at Mr. Little's, upon the very same bed, in 
which Mr. Whitefield had reposed; and that I had preach- 
ed in the pulpit, before which he was entombed. I con- 
tinued in Newburyport, passing my time most pleasantljT) 
a second Sunday;. I preached, morning and evening, m 
.the pulpit of Mr. Marsh; I gave frequent lectures there, 
and in the meeting-house of Mr. Parsons, who alwajrs stft 
in the pulpit wilJi mc, and frequently entertained roe most 
hospitably at his house. His lady appeared to merit a 
rank among the most accomplished of women; she was 
highly social, sentimental, and pleasant. The circle of 
my friends in Newburyport was very respectable. Upon 
^a lecture evening, aAer I had closed, an old, grey*«headed 
man, a member of Mr. Parson's church, quitting his seat, 
addressed the congregation, and in a loud voice said: 'My 
fViends, this is a servant of the living God, who is come ' 
from a far country, to proclaim the glad tidings of salv»- 
.tion. We have too lengi been in darkness: yea, oiar 
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tongues. have cleaved ta the roofs of cMir mouths, «ncl. this 
man is sent to aDimate and renew our faith.' Many bless- 
ed God, they had seen and beard me; and all this 1 impu- 
ted to a want of knowledge, relative to the extent of the 
flad tidings I promulgated* 'J'he Grace, Union, and 
lembership, upon which I expatiated, were admitted by 
every Calvinist, but admitted only for the elect; and when 
I repeated those glorious texts of scripture, which indispu- 
tably proclaim the redemption of the lost worId,-^as I did 
not expressly say, My brethren, I receive these texts in 
the unLimited sense in which they are given,— they were, 
not apprized, that I did not read then! with the same con- 
tracted views, to which they had been accustomed. When 
they became assured of the magnitude and unbounded re- 
sult, which I ascribed to the birth, life, and death of the 
Redeemer, their doors were fast closed against me. For 
myself, I was in unison with Mr. ReLly, who supposed the 
gradual dawn of light would eventually prove more bene- 
iicial to mankind, than the sudden burst of meridian day. 
Thus I was contented with proclaiming the truth as it is 
in Jesus, in scripture language only,— Teaving to my hear- 
ers deductions, comments, and applications. 

While I continued at Newbury port, numerous solicita- 
tions poured upon me, from various quarters; but, in 
haste to return to Philadelphia, I could only comply with 
the urgent importunities of .several gentlemen from Ports- 
mouth, to which place I jo.umied on the 10th of November, 
1773. -I was received at PortsnEiouth with most flattering 
marks of kindness. The pulpit of the separate minister, 
Mr. Drown, then recently deceased, was thrown open to 
me; the congregations were large; my adherents wers 
truly respectable, and I was earnestly urged to take up 
my residence among them. The meeting-house of Mr. 
Drown being too small, I was invited into the pulpit of 

Dr. L -^i in which I preached, two clergymen occu 

pying seats therein. In Portsmouth I received many 
marks of friendship; my necessities were sought out, and 
removed;' and the name of Glarkson, Morrison, Hart, and 
Drown, son pf the deceased minister, were, on that first 
visit, among my most partial friends. I returned to New- 
bury port, accompaoied by Mr. Morrison and Mr Drown, 
^and again delivered my testimony iii the pulpits of the 
.Rev, Mr. Parsons and Mr. Marsk. Mr. Parsons request- 
ed I wiSKild write to him from Philadelphia; and on Wed- 
nesday, November 17th, I returned to Boston, where I 
Jeamed, that a spirit of inquiiy Was in operation among 
.my friends; lihat their hlbiefi Vere i|bllieu- luuuU; andthat 
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^Skfaeir wem diligently employed in se^rehittg the'scriptureS; 
>4o and ^^iietber these things were indeed so. Upon the 
-<eyenjug of the 18tb, I preached jfn the mansion of my ven- 
erable iriend, Mr. Peck; and I was distinguished by him 
and his lady, with even parental kindness: Mrs. Peck^- 
treating me to inform my mother, that I had found, m the 
new world, a second maternal t¥iend. k was upon this 

• occasion, that I audibly exclaimed: O'God! thou hast still 
' xontinued my God, and my guide^ let me not forget to 
•tender praises unto Tbee. 

• At the period of which I am speaking*, there iti Boston 
-were a number of Deists, who attended my labors. Tiieir 

leader gave me frequent invitations to visit him; he sum- 

• */idned his friends, with whom he united in expressing his 
' ^l^horrence of the character of the Apostle Paul. To this 
^goitleman I dwelt upon the respectable proofs, bjr which 
the aQtheiiti(»ty of scripture ivas supported, and I tooii 

-leave to observe, that he must hate received the character 
of Paul from his enetnies; that Paul was indubitably a 
learned man, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel; that he 
•was celebrated as an orator; and that Ws morals^ere lin 
impeached. It was true, he was stfidto have advocated a 
-most comfortless doctrine, — ^o have affirmed, that a few 
were elected to everlasting life; whHe,by thesame irreversi- 
ble decree, countless miiliottfl wertfe eonsigned to remedi- 
>less And never-ending biiseirjr. But, I added, siri, believe 
it not; for, verily, the doctrine^ that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world usio himself, was unrfortfily pro 
claimed by our great Apo^tew The doctrin!e of election is, 
(questionless, to be found in the pages df Ibis evangelical 
writer; but renrobatumi»'uo% a necessary conseqirence of 
election, nor does it appear in the writings of the Apostle 
to the Gentiles. A governor is eletiUd by a common- 
we^th, a council, senators, representatives lire elected; 
but are th» people ikertfoire consigned to perdition ? 'Thua 
I went on, and my little audience with lifted hands ex 
ielaimed: * This plan is M^rthy of a God; and we felici- 
'tate you, dear sir, as the Aihbassador of Ddty.' 'The hall 
^f the Factory, and the dwelling of my friend t>eing too 
•4ainA!l fot the increasing congregation, Mr. Peck proposed 
.1 should publish a lecture In the meetifng^houso of Mr. 
•■C' ' ■ , nf whieh he wa« the principal support. I at first 
-declined this jlroposal^tbut his repeated, and earnest so- 

-licitations, induced me to preach in Mr. €*-- ;-'S pulpiL 

:1b th^ hall of the f'aotory&ho, I again delivered my m^ 
^ft^i amdwiFddtty, iioren^r fteth,l preached at Fa- 
jatfuillialit ni(y Mhjiipt^ J4Ai»itit|ii,:»e: JfUhe J^dH^ lA^re- 



fifty, «U27 iHdbtf yoii J^ee, ye Bhatt he free Mtked. Thb 
ptvn6ipki ^etttlemen of tli^ town were among my audieDC^ 
wkd lieara me whb great eerioiLsnees. After toctare, ma^ 
ay took me by the haotf, and, urging me to return to thein 
speedily, prayed' in the warmest manner) for n^ sneoeM, 
as a gospel promulgator. This was the la^ ni§[hl of mf 
Abode in Boston, on ray first visit. I passed it at Mr. 
Peck^, aecompanied by sonte friends, and w<e devoted it 
to scriptural invesliiffations. My continuance in Boston 
was strongly urged; but I Was under the neeessity of de- 
parting, and devotional prayers for my safely, success^ 
and speedy return, were reiterated«-'-4troM abb my Cax«- 
DEiTTiALS. I left Boston on Saturday, November 37; 
reaching Providence upon the evening of that day, wherev 
again and again, I delivered my testimony inthe bulpit of 
the Rev. Mr. Snow. Departing tbenoe, en the Tuesday . 
foilowinff, accompanied b^ my dear yottftg friend, Mr 
Binney, for East-Greenwich, 1 met some very:dearfndiid95 
and, 0$ iron ikarpeneih trsn, so was my eountenaaca 
brightened, and my soirit soothed and cheered. 

From this period, November SOth, until the clo^e of 
January, 1774, when I reached mv lodging-^plaee, at the 
house of my ptitron, I moved slowly dn, |)reatchiagg(adti*> 
dings in various places, friends and enemies still multiply- 
ing. At New-London my importunities of ipreaobing 
were repeated and the" number of my treasures propor 
tionabty augmented; Herielli Wkey, Tnumofh these were 
of the true drcumcision, wfae Worshipped Ood tn tbespir«- 
it, rejoicing in Christ Jesus, and havmg no odtffideffoe ia 
the flesh; and my ortsons were <laily dffered up to the 
Godef all eonsolatioh, that the number of sueh genuine 
believets might l^e inerease^. I delight to dwell upon tk« 
days I liave passed ^n New-London. Deshevk, Wheat, 
Saltonstall, Packwood, Law, Huntington, Champlin, Hub- 
bard, 8ic. ivc.y very pleasant have ye been unto sne. May 
Che blessing <of Ood descend upon your chlldrd&*B children^ 
to the latest generation. 

dne (iTapital difficuhv,- which has encompas^d me la 
)ny progress through tnis yomiger world, has been the ex- 
treme reluetemee of ititfuirers to receive theit' answers ift 
scripture language.' Standing alone, I have Beoght te 
%rap myself, or rather to intrench myself in the sacred 
testiiiiotoy of my Ood^ and for this I haVe been accused of 
l^rswkncation, equivocation, an4 what 'not? met'dy b»- 
bacls^ Itiave ndt geaeraUy ehoseft tx^ garb my semimema 
%Trijr Mv4i irords. ^orm^^mpU: ^he interrogator isooh 
IMieWl #fth « gMtttwaay «Mn|pliifci4iMi, 4ild(Uuia<IUMtar 
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•^ Do yuu heUeye ftll m^ii will SnjdiXlf beaftv^?.' * IMmB^ 
it U good mul aeeepMle in the sight of Qod our SapimiTf 
^ho wUl have all men to be $aved,,and to eome tmto the 
JoMwledge. of the truth, /But do you ifourseff beli«>ve, 
jthat ftU manKiDd will finally be saved r Oodhath inchuted 
mU in unbelief that he may have merey upon all. But will 
all be finally saved? ' . God hath yoken . ofjLhs reetitution 
ofMuUngtylnf the mouthof ail hM holy propheUyeiw^eth^ 
world began. ' But still you do not answer i|w question.' 
-Why, sir, for any thing I know, the' authors, I have cited, 
jnean, by. their words, precisely the same as [ do. I adopt 
their language, [because I conceive it expresses my own 
i4ea.<« better than any set of phrases I could press into my 
service. This mode, however, has rarely igiven satisfac- 
tion. Persons dare not, in. an unqualified manner, deny 
the validity of scripture testimony^ they C9U only fi^sert, 
it does not mean at it speaks^ and they earnestly repeat the 
question: ' Do you believe,' &c. Slc. While my respon- 
ses are drawn from the sacred streams, flowing in the book 
of God, froin Genesis to Revelations, still they importu- 
nately, sometimes clamorously demand: *But do you take 
those scriptures, as they are spoken? To which I can 
linly reply: I have no reason to believe that, by taiying 
one thing y and meaning another y men, so upright, have 
formed a plan to. deceive me. An attempt has then been 
made to provo the texts in question did not, could not, 
«ean as they spuke, . To Which . I bate answered : Mule 
tttudes are oayour «ide; many have labored to prove God 
a liar; but I have neTeryeH heard any argument, sufficient- 
ly potent, to convince me that Ho i$ so. ," 
• On the ninth of . April, in this year, I received from the 
church and congregation in Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, 
worshipping in the separate meeting-house, a solemn, and 
affectionate call, to take upoq me the pastoral charge, of 
that people; but I was not then convinced J ought to ao- 
jsept an establishment in any place. I passed the springs 
and the early part of the summer of 1774, in Pennsylva- 
oja, the Jersies, and New-York with persons, who had 
^ank into the same spirit with myself; with niy reyered 
friend, and father, with the- Mounts and Pangburns of 
4hese happy days. . Blessed be (rod, I have indeed enjoy. 
^ richly the consolations of friendship. In Philadelphia 
l was present at the heartrrendiii^ trial: of .«o^e maWfac- 
4ors, which resulted in ttieir receiving sentence of ^fsath: 
gmd I could not foibear exclaiming: On, Adam, what 
4IAST TBQir DOK e ? My bosom swens to rapture, upon tha 
MAefittoa, that I hA4:lir0f«««t;(»|ipoif|iiiiitjkeii of irifitivy 
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ike fountain opened in the side of the second Adam. Tlie 
poor creatures seemed much affected. The proclamation 
bf the fender mercies of the. Redeemer was more effectual, 
than all the terrors of Mount Sinai. Departing from 
•New York, about the 20ih of July, I passed, by short 
stages, through Coqaecticut and Kbode-Island, visiting 
<By friends in various directions, and derivir^ inexpressi- 
ve satisfacition from beholding their order, t£eir zeai, and 
ibe magnitude of their faith. On the l^th of August, the 
l^veraor of Rhode-Island sent me a passage of scripture, 
solicitisj^ me to take it for my subject: It may be iound, 
Mark xiv, 10. The gc^vernor attended, and f^er I had 
closed, took my hand with much cordiality, and expressed 
•himself well satisfied) and truly grateful. 

September 14th, 1774, 1 a||^ain reached Boston. My 
Iriends had long been exacting. me, and I was received 
fluad with d^monstrauons of heart-felt Joy. Through the 

freartestf>art of this autumn, I continued preaching in the 
all of the factory; iu the maDsionof my venerable friend, 
and at Faneuil-Hall Once I attempted to preach in Ma- 
Sona'-Httll; but the throng, and consequent confusion 
were SQ great, that I was necessitated to desist, even aAer 
I had worded my text: and ^ally, the congregation still 
augmedtu^, I yielded to the pressing solicitations of the 

Sroprietors of Mr. C— — 's meeting-house, and repeatedly 
olivered my testimony there. On the 31st of October, a 
gentleman, by the name of Sargent, called upon me from 
Glou(30ster, urging me to accompany him to his place of 
residence. My engfisements would not allow my imme- 
diate attendaince,butl save my word for an early compli- 
ance with his wishes. November 2d, Wednesday even- 
ing, I named as the sutiject of my public lecture, Luke ISth, 
from the 24th to the 30th. After 1 had closed, a clergy - 
xnBn, of a respectable sippearance, whom I had never be- 
fore seen, ascended the stairs of the pulpit, and addressed 
theipeoi^e to the following effect: * My friends, you have 
beard a great de^l said, (for what purpose I know not,) 
-which is calculated to lead you astray from the true mean- 
ing of the text. The passage refers to the general judg-* 
ment, and to nothing else; and all, that has been said, 
oan only oViginate wrong ideas of the scriptures; for how 
can it ivfi, that the Jews should be intended by those, who 
were shut out? When did the Jews see Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God ? or how is it pos- 
sible, that, if th^y should thus behold them, they could 
fBver be happy? It is nojt possible, that any, who die in a 
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fltste of unb^ef, should ever be happy to all eternity; aii4 
therefore, my brethren, I would exhort you to take care 
you are not led astray by the words of man's wisdom, and 
the cunning craftiness of men, whereby they lay in wait 
to deceive. O ! it is very dangerous to give heed to suck 
things.' Thus the gentleman proceeded, earnestly warn- 
ing the people, and then paused. Again I arose, saying: 
Now this is well ; I like this. How infinitely preferable to 
secret calumny; no bush-fighting here. And, so much 
am I gratified with this ingenuous manner of deaUng with 
me, that it is with extreme reluctance I find it necessary 
to dissent from him in opinion. Yet I must beg leave to 
observe: In the lirst place, the gentleman must assuredly 
be wrong, in supposing the passage in question refers to 
the general and ^9ia2 judgment. Do but attend to the 
concluding verse: There are last, which shall be first. >»nd 
first, which shall be last. Surely, the text would no. oe 
thus worded, if the last judgment were designed. The 
parable of the ten virgins illustrates this passage. Then 
turning to the 11th of Romans, I pointed out some par- 
ticulars, which are generally passed unnoticed; and when 
I read, *for God halh included them all in UNBELIEF, 
that he might have mercy upon all,' my opponent, rising, 
looked over my shoulder evidently to ascertain, if I hcul 
given the genuine reading of the text; upon which a law- 
yer, in the assembly, exclaimed: *I advise you, sir, to 
retire, and read your bible.' I begged we might not be in- 
terrupted; and I affirmed, that my antagonist was entitled 
to my cordial thanks, and that I devoutly wished his ex- 
ample might be generally influential. 1 then proceeded 
to show, that it was possible an individual might pass 
out of time, ignorant of God an yet be taught of God in 
that great day, when the books should be opened. I read 
the last part of the 33d Psalm, making a few remarks there- 
on; and, afler exhorting the aiidience to follow the exam- 
ple of the Bereans, paused for a reply. The gentleman 
affirmed, I had given an erroneous view of the parable of 
the ten virgins; that it pointed out the visible church, and 
that the foolish virgins were the hypocrites: and he admon- 
ished the people to beware of false teachers, &c. &c. To 
which I replied, by presuming the gentleman did not rec> 
ollect, that the foolish virgins seem^ to be equally a part of 
the kingdom of heaven, with the wise virgins, otherwise he 
would not so liberally consigned them to the devil. He 
would have us believe, the kingdom of heaven is the visible 
church; such are the sentiments of His Holiness at Rome; 
but having abjured one Pope, I trusted we should not 
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•gain )ie bnniglit into subjection to principles, the projirH 
ety of which our hearts refhsed to acknowledge. 

November dd, I repaired to Gloucester, and was r^ 
ceived by a few very warm-hearted Christians. The 
mansion-house — ^the heart, of the then head of the Sargent 
family, with his highly accomplished, and most exemplary 
lady, were open to receive me. I had travelled from Ma- 
ryland to New-Hampshire, without meeting a single in- 
dividual, who appeared to have the smallest idea of what 
I esteemed the truth, as it is in Jesus; but to my great 
astonishment, there were a few persons, dwellers in thnt 
remote place, upon whom the light of the gospel had more 
than dawned. The writings of Mr. Relly were not only 
in their hands,hut in their hearts. Four years previous to 
this period, an Englishman, a Mr. Gregory, had brought 
with bim those obnoxious pages, and loaned them to this 
Hmall circle of Gloucestenans, by whom they had been 
seized with avidity; the Father of their spirits rendered 
them luminous to their understandings; and it was in 
consequence of their admiration of Mr. Relly, that, ob- 
serving in the papers of the day, an individual mali^antly 
arrainged, as a preacher of Relly*s Gospel, they delayed 
not to despatch earnest solicitations for my presence among 
them. In Gloucester, therefore, I nassea my time most 
agrecablv, until November 12th. The cl6rgvn1an of the 
principal meeting-house, being confined by illness, I wag 
visited by the deacons, and elders of his church, and by 
them conducted to his house, after which I obtained per- 
mission to preach in his pulpit, which 1 several times did; 
my subjects, 1 Cor. xi. 26: The good Samaritan: Isaiah 
xxviii, 16, &c. Every day, and every evening was appro- 
priated to the expounding of the scriptures, in the spa- 
cious and well filled parlor of my new, and highly re- 
spectable fViend; and I bad reason to believe, that God 
most graciously crowned my labors in this place, by giving 
to some brighter views, and inducing others to seiircb the 
scriptures for themselves. Every morning commenced, 
and every day closed, with prayer; and, with glad hearts, 
we delighted to hymn the praises of a redeeming God. 
Taking a most affectionate leave of those very dear friends, 
on Saturday mornins^, accompanied by Mr Sargent, I re- 
turned to Boston. Upon the evenings of Sunday, and 
Wednesday, I again occupied the pulpit of Mr C- 



and upon the evening of Wednesday the audience wero 
incommoded by a profusion of water thrown over them, 
and an egg was aimed at me in the pulpit, which however 
liappened to miss me. On Thursday a piece of slander 



Vif JWUiffbed in th^ paper of the day ^ over tke signature 
of Jlr C— ~*-. He iiad before de<:lared, he would priut 
Qo more in the newspaper, so had 1 3 but although he had 
forfeited his word, 1 did not think proper to follaw his ex- 
ample, and I therefore addressed the following letter, to 
his private ear. 

Sir: 
Some time since, beiotg under the disagreeable neces* 
Bity of replyin|f to a dull ref^etition of your abusive 
danders, and bemg persuaded, right or wrongs you would 
have the hut word, 1 assured the public I would write bo 
more in. newspapers ;. sp did you but your brilliant exam- 
ple shall never influence me to undertake the vindicatioa 
of my veracity, hy convincing the world I aan lie. But 
as,jn the close of your last perfbrliiau£e, you informed 
me and the public, that,, if 1 thought myself wronged, 
what; had been assented should be proved to ni^ &ce, 
before as large an auditory as I pleaised I now, air, take 
leave to say,. I do think myself n»ost CKueUy wronged, and 
I should; rejoice in an opportunity of vindicating^ mysetf 
at the bar of the imparttal! public; ves, ( should rejoice to 
see a, very large audience collected: but, as I suppose we 
shall not be able to procure any plaice, but the meeting* 
bouse in School-street, I sha|l> expect,, if you be an honest 
ipan, to meet you there. You counnend a certain gentle* 
man, who recently spoke to me in that house — so do i. 
He did not, like Solomon's fool, caist about iirebrands, 
anrows^ 9»d death, and say am I not in sporti he spake 
above^'board, fair, and opei^ly^ I should be glad you 
lyould come and dolikewise-^only I request you will let m» 
knaw ipj writing, by the bearer, when you will do this 
piece of common justice, to the qruelly, and most unwar* 
rai^tably treated, 

JOHN MURRAY. 

This letter enraged him,, and he sent it back, declaring 
he would have nothing to do with me. But on the follow* 
iiig Sunday evening,, when I repaired, as usual, to the 
meeting-house to preach Mr C ■ was upon the 
staira^of the pulpife^with a number of his violent aiMierentSy 
for the purjMMM; of barring me opt. Making no resistance, 
I rerj^uested the gentleman migh( be beard with patient 

attention; and silence being- obti^ined, Mr G entered 

the pu^Jit^rand declaimed Sot a long time, with sreat hit* . 
terpens;, accusing; ma of preaching daimaable doctrinea, 
thpug^hehad ne^ar heaid. ive preach* ; but so lie had 
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been infdfin^d, a^sehing that I was mi6 of Rally's follovtr 
ers, axid R^Ily believed allinankind would be saved^ and 
Kelly wad a blasphemer and denied the atonement; and I 
w^as a Deist, and it was dangerous to allow me to speak; 
for I said once, in his hearing, that God loved the devil's 
childreilt jind then, raising his voice he vociferated, ' It 
is a He, a lie, a lie, it is a damnable lie.' Thus he went 
on alternately crying out against me, and against Mr. 
Relljr, damning my preaching, and his writings, an4 ex- 
hortmg thfe people to avoid me, &c. &c. When he had 
condtided, he qtiitted the pulpit, and was passing out of 
the hous^ hi Speedily as possible. I requested him to stop ; 
but, observing be was rapidly departing, I urged the 
I»eopIe to give me an opportunity of having justice donto 
me, by detaitUng my accusing adversary that I might de- 
fend mj^Seif in his presence; and Mr. C was accord- 
ingly iiey ifito a pew. I informed the audience that I did ' 
indeed labor Under great difficiflty. The person, to whom 
i was abont to reply was an old gentleman and a clergy- 
man, both ot which characters wertf indubitably entitled 
to respiftclf. Yet truth was, in my opinion, abundantly 
superior to every other consideration; it was beyond all 

rrlee; ^ getti, with which its possessor should never part. 
sftouM theriefbre take Feave to say, Mr. C — — was 
vety right, and very Throng. Right in condemning damna- 
ble doctrines wrong id charging me with preaching those, 
doctrines. Mr. C — — =— , T said reminded me of Nero 
who to be revenged upon the Christians, caught the city 
of Rome on fire, and charged the Christians with the 

atrocious deed. Mr. C had dressed nie in bear's 

skins, and then set the dogs at me. He affirms, that I 
preach damnable doctrines? Suffer me to ask. What are 
damnable doctrines? Peter says. There shall arise false 
teachers among you, as there wore false prophets among 
the people, who shall privily bring in damnable doctrines, 
even denying the Lord, who hx)ught theiA, t appeal to 
this audience. Did 1 ever deny the Lord who bought 
you ^ On the contrary, have I not borne constant testi- 
mony to this purchase? Did you ever hear me say, It 
made no difference, whether a man Jived a good or a had 
life; was a believer or an unbeliever f Surely it is highly 
inconsistent to rank me with the Deist, who utterly dis- 
owns the Redeemer, when I am arraigned at this bar for 
helieving there is no God out of Christ, and that He, who 
is God, our Saviour, is all, and in all Mr. Relly is three 
thousand miles from tliis metropolis, Mr. C — '— — has 
tiehh^ dei6n nor heard Mm. Blasphemy, of which Mr. 
18 



f06 urv or rst. jobit ifVKXfr 

C accuses him, is no where to be found, in his wri- 
tings. These writings, give me leave to say, will live, 
and be held in admiration, when ten thousand such 

characters as Mr C 's and mine, will be consigned 

to oblivion. Thus I went on. Mr. C again adp 

vanced to the pulpit; reiterated what he had before 
asserted, without regarding a syllable which I had utter^ 
ed, until at length he interrogated: 'Does God love 
all the people in the world as well as Peter and Paul? 
Suffer me, sir, first to ask you one question, which, if yov 
will answer, then I will reply to yours. Did God love Pe- 
ter, and Paul, as well before they believed as afterwards? 
' God loved Peter, and Paul, from the foundation of the 
world.' Again, and again, I repeated my question, but 
could not obtain a direct answer. The peoprle from the 
galleries called out, ' Why do you not say yes, or no?'- - 
but he refused thus to commit himself, and of course I 
dropped the inquiry. Again he returned to the charge. 

* Does God love all the people in the world, as well as 
Peter, and Paul?' Yes, sir, I believe He does, as well 
as He loved those Apostles before they believed. * Do 
you believe God lov^s all the people in the world?' Yes^ 
sir, I do. Then, again he proceeded most violently, and, 
that the heresy might be confirmed, he once more ques- 
tioned: ' Do you believe, that God loves the devil's chil- 
dren, as well as his own beloved ones?' No, indeed; I 
do not think God loves an^ of the devil's children, 

* There, there, now he is hiding again.' Suffer me, sir, 
to ask. What is it constitutes the character of the wicked 
man? * That is nothing to the purpose.' 

Again I ask, what is it constitutes the character of the 
wicked man? Here several individuals tremulously ask- 
ed: 'Why do you not answer the question? we are all 
concerned in it, we are seeking information.' ' Suppose 
I cannot: let some one else answer, and, if I like it, I will 

agree to it.' No answer was given, and Mr. C re- 

'sumed his declamation, affirming, I had said, God loved 
the devil's children. I denied the charge, and was aeain 
accused of hidings when I besought the attention of^the 

Seople, while I explained myself. What are we to un- 
erstand by a father, and a child, but begetter and begot- 
ten ? Can you, Mr; C — ^ , or can any one present, 

presume to say, that the bodies, or the souls of mankind, 
were begotten by the devil? Is not God the father of the 
spirits of all fiesh? Is not God the Maker of our frames? 
and doth not the Apostle say, we are all His offspring^ 
ff it be confessed, we all died in Adam, we were of coiurs* 
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«i Aclsin; and if w^ wii^e tir Adam, we t?ere what Adam 
was. But the Evaoeelist Luke a&nns, that Adam was 
the Son of God. We will next iiiquirej Who are the 
ehildren of the devil, and who are the chitdren of Godf 
I humbly conceive, Christ Jesus himself has put the mat- 
ter beyond dispute, in the ever memorable parable of the 
T«ree of the field, and our obligation to the Redeemer, 
for explaining it so clearly to his disciples, is indeed im* 
measurable. 1 then repeated the parable, and the expla- 
nation : and proved from thence, that the abominations of 
the earth, were the children of the devil, becausepro 
duced by him; that the iniquities of the people were 
the tares, sowed b^ the adversary; that our nature was 
the good seedy which Jenu eowed. A holy God could 
not love sin and, of course, could love no child of the 
devil: but men, bein^ his offspring, He once loved them 
as his own, and havrag loved His own. He loved thetn < 
unto the end; that He had proved this to all men, in 
the Gift of his Son; God so loved the world, that He 

gaoe them his Son. Mr. C '• — interrupted : ' Nine 

tenths of all you have said is nothing at all to the purpose : 
and again, in terms the most violent, he renewed his ac- 
cusation, that I was all the time hiding, A voice from 
the ^llery exclaimed : Mf he t>e hiding, why do you not 
hunt him out of'the bush ?' Mr. C at length taontr 

ingly said: ^ Gome, come, leave offhidit^, and tell the 
people, in plain English, that God loves them all.' To 
which I answered: 1 will, sir, iu as plain English, as I 
can command;— -4nd then, addressing the congregation, I 
thus delivered the genuine sentiments of my soul : I am 
commissioned to say, to every individual before me, that 
God loves you, and that you are not to accept this dec- 
laration upon my bare word; you have the word of a God, 
which esmnot lie; who proclaims Himself loving unto every 
inan; who has given you proof positive of His love. His 
love has been greatly manifested in your birth; in rear- 
ing, you from infancy; in guarding you through the devi- 
•us paths of childhood, and youth; and preserving you 
from ten thousand dangers, to which you have been ex- 
posed. His gracious providence, in so plentifully provi- 
ding for you, is a proof of His love, ifour civil, and re- 
Kgions liberties are blessed proofs of the love of your God. 
These particulars announce the love of Deity, to every indi- 
vidual, as a Creator, and Preserver. Yet these manifesta- 
tions may be considered as merely temporal : But, blessed 
be the holv name of Jehovah ! 1 am authorised to add^ 
ttMl in plais £nglish too, that God loves the aoui, which 
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by the gift of His §on. Ood bo lowtd. the ^morid that He 
gave them His «u» ^ Tou$ a child d$ born^ to ne a Son ii 
given. Ood has evinced His love, by giving ue^ia this 
son, Recoociliatioii, Keffenefatiea, a new Headj a new 
Heart, a right Spirit. Here your Gnealor so loved you^ 
as to give you frisdonif Righteousueee, JSkmet^fieationf and 
S£dempiion, la Christ Jesus, God has so loved you, aa 
to bless you with all spiritual blessings; Every iodividtt^ 
al should believe this, Mnce it is nothing more shan an:ae»* 
complishmeat of the promise, of the O0ih 4if .Jefa]»va^, 
which he swear unto Abraham, saying And in thy Seed 
ehaU tdl the nations^ aUthefamUiee ofthe^arth^ beMeeted. 
Such are the glad tidings, whieh the God, who lo^ed yon 
before the foundation of the world, hath ooBmiaaded usto 
proclaim to every one of you; such ace the glad tidings^ 
» Which you ought to believe. If your heajrt tell you. It ia 
not so, believe it not, it is an unbeUeving heart; he, that 
trusteth such a heart, is a fool. If the devil teU ycMi, It is 
not so, believe him not, h% was a iliar fisow the beginning* 
If your minbters tell you. You ought not to believe thu 
good report, trust them not; they take part with the devil 
and your unbelieving hearts. The ^evil Would peesuade 
you, not to believe these glorious truths, becausoj if you 
were delivered from his usurpation, you would henc^orr* 
ward serve your Creator without fear. The aireh fiend 
is solicitous to retain you in bondage; his utmost efforts 
are in requisition to prevent you from believing, that 
God has so loved you, as to purchase youAvith the price 
of blood, of the precious blood of the Lamb of God; he 
would prevent you from believing, that you are bouebt 
with such a price, lest, thus believing, you should render 
yourselves living sacrifices, holy, and acceptable to God 
But, let God be true, and every man a liar. ¥e are not 
your own, ye Bxe bought with a price, and <he love of 
Christ coQstraineth us, because we thus judge, if One died 
for aU, then were all dead; and that He died for aU^thai 
they, who live, should not henceforth live unto ihemoelve$, 
but unto Himy who died for them,, and rose again. 

Ail the time I was speaking, Mr. G ■ * was kicking 
my legs, or pulling the skirts of my garment, ever ana 
anon vociferating: ' Have done, have done; you have 
said enough; quite enough,' &.c. &c. Sometimes he stead 
up close to my side, shouldering me as hard as he was 
^le. The congregation noticed hie beihavioTj and it did 
not give them pleasure. For myself, I had mUish cans* 
fiir gratitude toim^ dit iiie Jlvtaaterf .lst,:jthat'ha waa<pkMiMA 



to giv* m^ irovda; and QdXy., thi lie^did not ; ijoffttir roe !# 
^Dsejny MifieoiiiuiaBd. No, not for ^n iaatant. Blessed 
be the naitie of the Lord. 

. My next eireDing lecture wae unioterruptedy hut, on the 
'* eaeceediBg Sunday evemng, the throoff was so prodigious^ 
that it was with much dsffionlty i reached the pulpit; anft , 
when eoteredy I was. nenrly suffocated by t^e strong efilu« 
via, arising from the asafuetida with which the tools of th^ 
adversary had w^t the pulpit and the pulpit cloth, plentifulr 
hr aprinhlittg the whole house with the same noxious drug. 
For some moBMuts L was so much overpowered, as to induce 
an apprehension, that it would be impossible I should pro* 
ceed; Inh the.God of my life was sufficiently abundant for 
me. The demons- of confusion were, ho^wey er, not quite 
satisfied; manyrstoiiesiwere uriolent^y thn»wni into the winr 
dowa; yet no one redeived aoy other injury, than the alarmj 
which waseiwafed^ At length, a largo r^^eds^opef.weigAtr 
ing about a pound and a half, was forcibly thrown in at the 
window behind my back;-it-inissed me. Had it sped, as 
It was aimed, it must have killed me. Lifting it up, and 
waving it in the vieivT' #f tb^ people, I observed: This 
argument is $oHdf and weighty , but it is neither rational 
nor tmmneii^, j^xclaraations from various parts of the 
house, were echoed, and re-echoed: * iPray, sir, leave the 
pulpit, your life is at hazard.' Be it so, 1 returned, the 
debt of nature must be paid, and I am as ready, and as Vfill' 
inzj to discharge it now, as I shall be fifly years hence. 
Yet, for your consolation, suffer me to say, I am immortal, 
while He who called me into existence nas any business 
for me to perform; and when he has executed those pur- 
posea, for whi^ he designed me. He will graciously mgn 
niy passport to realms of blessedness. With your good 
leave, then I pifrsue my subject, and while I have a — 
Thus »aitr thb Lejin— forevory point of doctrine which 
I advance, not all the stones in Boston, except they stop 
my breath, shall shut my mouth, or arrest my testimony. 
The congregation was, as I have said, astonishingly large^ 
hut ordev'andeilenee were gradually restored, and I had 
uncommon freedom in the illustration, and defence of 
tboee sacred- truths, which will be ultimately triumphant. 
Two or three succeeding lecture evenings were immoles^ 
ed, when the business of stoniing me in the pulpit, was 
again resumed; my friends were in terror, and, after I 
had closed, forming a strong phalanx around me, they at« 
tended me home. Many religious. pfiople were violent 
4n their opposition; they insist^ that. I merited the sever- 
wl^pttnisbnients thatth^ o/d d$s«f>AMie/etT A^«^« Qught 



ftt tftf put wf^roe, anilil was tfaiigfilriiis>icAwitbiiii«iihwt 
t^adon to i»le»r€(od f(M' thoTeiigioua iiteptyof^theeaniiliy 
of my. adoption, else racks and toptwels, ivouidihaisetibeed 
^tt iii operation agaitist me, nor woUid these ikoiy niefl, 
mbv^by the spirityhftve stopped «itort of m^r^testhMtwh 
Tet was the charge of heremf Bever ptfoved against am* 
1' w^s never silenced either by reaisoB or scciptuce»^i had 
(;,tt)l<id upon men ev^ where, clergynien, of iay«MD, u 
iste|i forward, and eotivict me of error: promising 4iiinie*> 
diately uiK>n conviction, to relim|ui9h the iobnoxieui 
tefiet, whatever it might ohftnce to hd,'£nd to adopt-. that 
better Way, whicih would, in such an «veot, become lami*> 
nous before me. Truth, arid gratitude^ originates die ••ii«' 
fusion, that in ail ^irewHstaneeB^ I have bitherto bad raai- 
l^on to biessthe'God of my Mfe who bath proariised, :Ua 
ti'ill be with me to the end of dM» woridi and that aM ibiogB 
llia!I work toother for goed« AAien, aMl« 



CHAPTBH VII. 

S&mmary Record t^EoenU^from January tTt^ to ^ctdber 
1809, 

Amid the haunts pf memory )et me «tray, 
Ab d^yf lovBy knd /riendMhip, pdipt thn way ; 
With hand of diligence: ftndfaiitnid «ye^, 
The ffttthfal veooid teatibllj npply. > 

Wbirtii «be bel<»ved!preacfaev had eoDtliiAiacl hIs.Baini- 
tive. The (Editor fondly calcUlatting mpurn aasiatanea whici 
$be believed herself authorised to expect, pledged hecaelf 
to continue theeketch, evenrto-tiae eibsiag aoene. iBut^ 
alas! disappoiiited in her cherisiied ^pes^ isbe i sHuids 
alone. Het* heakh ^ broken^ her spints alFe. idaisme^ 
and she is adranced ^in Aife ; yka, doubtless^ ^she is iaadle- 
quate to the per^^nnance of her promise^rt-Btet alia veoiem- 
^ers that this voiume is addressed only to the • friends of 
- he dear departed^ and she mourhlbUy 4^iiooeed»tOf*ts«om- 
pletion. . . . ., 

Upon vDecember 1 4, 1974, Mr. Mtanray <agaift ! visita4 
<jr)ouce^ter ; the numerous <fam«ly of the Sargewts t ikggi 
seated in that pla<«, embraced in almost aU its faratocbea, 
the truth as it id in Jesus, and their attachment to biai, 
whom they believed an ambassador 'of the Redeemer, waa 
)pfoj^tfi6ikisi' t6 tMf^peiL Many feqwctakleii 
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W0r« »ide(f, lind a tittte «oifgv«^attioii wat^&octed> .«db 
seetned to Irnve amooff them but oira iieart, and oee soul; 
Like the primkire UhridtianA^ t^ey aaaetn^i^ 4uiiy aud 
they coiitiiMied ITmin house to housta wonihi|iping the •liiy 
true God their Saviour. Oti recurrence to t&« journal ti 
the preacher we find a 4netnorauduut> writteti u|)oii hif 
second visit to Qlotteester^ which 14 thus worded^ ^ HeM 
my God grants nie rest^il^oin my toils, iiere i hav« a tastt 
of heaven. The new song .is aung here^and woR<rHr it 
ths'Lamb 4sonstantly dwells upon their tongues,^ Mr. 
Chandler's meeting-hotise was? notclosed acpainst the pro** 
inulgator of glad tidings, unt^ some time in Januairy, 1775, 
upon the SOch of which month he made a iseconii journey to 
Newburyport and Portxtnouth. Those who hcui adhered 
to him in those towns, having aaeertaiued chat he aliso* 
lutely believed the final • restitution of alt things^ united 
with* the many in the most unqualified censure. But the 
friends he 'hek lost, particularly in Portsmouth, were re* 
placed by many others, among whom we find the names 
of Jiidffe, and Sheriff Parker, Atkinson, Wentwortb, Aus* 
tin, Warner, ^heafe, Langdon, Sewall, Brciekett, Whip- 
ple, Thonfipson, Turner, Gardner, lyiassey, Jackson, &0u 
&c. The heaven-instructed preacher continued many 
years an occasional visitor in Poitsmouth, where his la- 
bors were greatly blessed, aiid when other pulpits were 
closed against him in that metropolis, the doors of the 
Episcopal Church were open for his reception. But after 
he had repeatedly lectur^ in that church, a few persons 
appeared m opposition, and we have this moment under 
our eye, an original writing, addressed to the promulgator 
iipcm this occasion; we transcribe a verbatim copy: 
* Whereas it is represented that some ob^ctions have beea 
made by one. or more personsybelonging to the Chureb calh- 
ed Queens Chapel, aeainsttbe doors thereof being opened 
for the admission of Mr. John Murray to preach the go»* 
pel; Wherefore, we the subscribers, proprietors, and 
parishioners of the Church aforesaid, having taken the same 
into consideration — ^Do (in order to remove any difficultieii 
that might arise in that gentleman's breast in consequence 
of such objections) hereby fully declare our free will, and 
consent, that the said Church be opened at ai.l TiMsa, 
whenever it may be convenient for dim to perform divine 
service in town, more especially during his present stay; 
and, instead of deeming it an indulgence granted him, we 
•hall, on the contrary, acknowledge it a favor conferred 
sn us, in his acceptance of this invitation. Portsmoutb, 
liay S4, 17dl.'— Signed by t^veQty'four of the jeading 
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Biemben of tho Church in PoitsmoOth. Our preacher 
was also made the inatrument of irraiiiaUDg the naind of 
an exemplary philaathrc^ist, Mr. Noah Parker; now io 
regions of blessedness, who was so deefrfy penetrated, as 
to present himself a servant of the living God, a voluntary 
preacher of the Gospel. A convenient bouse was raised 
ior his use, by the brethren in Portsmouth, and he contio 
ued, m. til his departure out of time, a zealous and able 
minister of the Reconciliation. 

Attached to the Gloucesteiians, Mr. Murray once more 
believed he had found a permanent reaodence; yet, al* 
though he consented to consider that place as his home; 
he did not relinquish the persuasion that his commission 
obliged him to go forth a preacher of the Gospel, where- 
ever, and whenever the providence of God might seem to 
direct him. The inveteracy of his enemies in the town of 
Gloucester, was in full proportion to the attachment of 
his friends, and every means of annoyance was in rmuisi* 
lion. The spirit of liberty mounted very high in Glou* 
coster, and for the purpose of influencing the ignorant, 
the teacher was proclaimed a Papist, sent out by Loid 
North, to aid toe purpose of an obnoxious ministry; 
anathemas, and sometimes stones, followed his steps as 
he passed the streets; a town-meeting was called^ the aim 
of which (lest the friends of the promulgator should take 
the alarm) was most illegally shrouded m silence, and a 
-vote was thus surreptitiously obtained, that he should 
forthwith depart from the borders of Gloucester; of this 
vote he was advertised by an ofiicer — ^let us ; not say of 
justice. Still, however, he continued witnessing both to 
small and great, what Moses and the prophets had testi- 
jfied concerning Jesus of Nazereth, that he died for our 
4ins, and arose again for our justiiieation. The most un- 
Iwarrantable means were employed, old slanders were re- 
•auscitated, and new accusations brought forward; tales 
which had been repeatedly confuted, were new garbed, 
and sent abroad, swelling the bosom of integrity with un- 
utterable anguish. Among countless other calumnies 
which were afloat, a story was embellished, and published 
wiginally propagated by one Maxwell, wherein tlie 
,preacher, the lover of the Redeemer, is represented as 
treating the Eucharist in a ludicrous iiianner! although 
the gentleman — Mr, afterwards General Greene, a^ whose \ 
house, and in whose presence, the irreverent profanation 
;wassaid to have tiiken place — ^^had written to Doctor S— 
«nd others, completely exonerating the accused. Mr. 
ijilarray'« sentiments upon the sacred and consolatory; <ir 



dia«aee of tine Xiord's SMPK^r, «re «^i^)|iL^iied aad eaqt^ 
ted upon, io bis Letters and Sketcbef qt SermoDs, \^ 
'Wbich the interested reader is referred. It cannot be dof 
aied, that cht^racters generally respectable combined to 
Btimuiate the mob to the most desperate measures, but 
every unwarrantable project was frustrated. The door^i 
of the meeting-house being now closed, the parlors of re^ 
fipectable friends became the peaces of assembling, until 
at length a spacious room was consecrated for that pur- 
pose. Letters of excommunication were now addressed, 
by the established Minister, to seventeen of the most re- 
fipectable Church members, and this, for their attachment 
to the Gospel of God our Saviour. While others, avail- 
ing themselves of a Provincial Law, endeavored to expel 
the Ambassador of their God, as a vagrant. To meet, 
and obviate which difficulty, the kind friend under whose 
especial patronage he then was, presented him with a 
deed of gifts which constituted him a freeholder in Glou- 
cester. The months of March and April, in this year; 
were, by the preacher, devotod to visiting his friends in 
Boston, and various parts of Rhode Island, and toward 
the close of April, he returned to his highly favored home, 
rejoicing that the zeal, and attachment of the Glouces- 
terians, were nothing diminished, and their meetings for 
scriptural investigations were joyfully resumed. In the 
month of May, 1775, the leading officers of the Rhode Is- 
land Brigade, assembled in the neighborhood of Boston, 
despatched a respectable messenger, with a letter, solicit- 
ing the attendance of the promulgator, as chaplain to their 
detachment of the Revolutionary Army. We transcribe 
a verbatim copy of this letter. 

•Dear Sir: 

* Amidst that concurrence of events which the ereat Cre- 
ator in infinite wisdom directs, for the accomplishment of 
his own purposes, a British armament hath set hostile 
foot upon American ground. What the design of the Al- 
mighty may be, we cannot at present absolutely determine. 
One thing we know, our cause ii Juat, and also that the 
Parent of the universe can do n'o wrong. An army hath 
been raised in this Colony, which is now stationed upon 
Jamaica Plains in B.oxbury, and that this array may do 
honor to themselves, and th^ cause in which they are em- 
barked, it is requisite that propriety of manners, regularinr 
of conduct, and a due reliance upon the Almighty controll- 
er of events* should be cultivated and enforced. The most 



tl4 ntwm or rxt. ioum xvmBAT 

probable hnman meahs we can dievise to efl^ct nn- object 
so ardently to be desired, consist in a decent, sincere, and 
devout attendance, at opportune seasons, upon divine 
worship. We have, thereibre, selected yoi4 as a Chaplain 
to our Brigade, well convinced that your extensive benev- 
olence, and abilities, will justify our choice. We cannot 
without doing violence to the opinion we have formed of 
your character, doubt of your ready compliance with our 
united request. The support you will receive shall exact' 
ly, correspond with yourfeeHngs, and your wishes. We 
are, dear sir, &c. &c. &c. 

Signed in behalf of th!6' Brigade. 

J. N. VARNUM. 
* May 24, 1775. 

A persuasion that he could be of more use in the army, 
than elsewhere, would not allow the preacher to balance, 
and, accordingly resigning the calm recess of friendship, 
he presented himself in the American camp, and * armed 
witn the sword of Jesse's youthful son,' he was indeed 
most ardently engaged. The scene, however, was not 
calculated to give pleasure to a philanthropist. In a mem- 
orandum of this date, he thus expresses himself: ' My 
troubles have recommenced ; I am now indeed in the world 
and shall doubtless encounter tribulation ; I am ass^ociated 
with an ungovernable set of people. It is true, the ollicers 
are gentlemen, and call into action every effort to strength- 
en my hands ; but the soldiers — alas ! the fact is, I am 
not in my own company.' Upon the 3d of July, the chap- 
lain accompanied a detachment of the Brigade, to com- 
pliment General Washington, upon his arrival to take the 
supreme command of the army at Cambridge ; aiid he 
was received by the immortal chief, with that urbanity 
which he so well knew to practise The subject of the 
first sermon, preached on sabbath morning at the Camp, 
Jamaica Plains, Psalm xliv, 1, 2, 3, and upon the 
evening of the same day, the last verse of the same Psalm. 
The preacher was engaged occasionally at Jamaica Plains, 
and on Prospect Hill. Every morning at 7 o'clock he 
met the several regiments upon the parade ; gradually the 
habits of swearing, and the rough manners of the soldiery, 
yielded to the christianized eloquence of their Chaplain, 
and his success in the army was indeed most wonderful. 
His benevolence, and benignity while there, is storied by 
many a tongue ; we indulge ourselves by selecting an in- 
stance, which did not reach our ears, until since his 
decease. A detachment of the array were ordered to 



mareh, a rirer was te be forded ; a poor soldier in jearS| 
and struggling with sickness, was tottering under his bur-. 
den : the (ireacher instantly accoutred himself with the 
knapsack, arms, and cartouch box, and, thus arrayed, pro* 
ceeded on, while the suffererdisencumbered passed lightly 
over. The writer of this sketch, could furnish a series 
of similar anecdotes ; often, when his finances have been 
at the lowest ebb, and the prodigious expense of living 
had produced distressing embarrassments, she has seen 
him extend to the necessitous, an extricating hand, and 
he not only indulged, and cherished, but imfariably stimn^ 
laled every charitable purpose qIl her souL 

General Washington, honored the preacher with marked 
and uniform attention ; the Chaplains of the army united 
in petitioning the Chief, for the removal of the promulga- 
tor of glad tidings ; the answer was handed them, in the 
generaU orders nf the ensuing day, which appointed Mr. 
John Murray, Chaplain of the three Rhode island Regi- 
ments, with a command from his ' Excellency, Gborov 
Washington, that he should b«s respected accordingly. 
Mr. Murray's commission was made out, and delivered to 
him, when enclosing it in a respectfully polite letter of 
thanks, he returned it to the noble minded Chief, earnest- 
ly requesting permission to continue in the army, as a 
volunteer. General Washington, after perusing, folded 
the paper and, observed: ' Mr Murray is a young man 
now ; he will live to be old, and repentance will be the 
companion of his age.' The preacher lived to' see this 
prediction fulfilled. Had he embraced the rich opportu- 
nity then presented he might have continued in the family 
of General Greene whose friendship was unbroken, and 
where his abode was hailed as a distinguishing favor, his 
daily ratio would have augmented for his emolument, his 
salary would have accumulated, he would have retired 
upon half pay, or commutation, and during the years of 
languor, and decrepitude, he might have commanded his 
own carriage, and servants ; but the reader must have 
seen, that the preacher was accustomed to withdraw from 
the approaches of affluence. 

Mr. Murray continued in the army so long as his health 
would permit, but heinff violently seized by an indisposi- 
tion, which terminated m a billious fever that precipitated 
him to the gates of the grave, he was, by the Physician of 
the Brigade, conducted to Gloucester: and no sooner was 
his health re-established, than his strongest feelings were 
powerfully excited, by the sufferings of the sons and 
daughters of 1 



' want in that town. War of any description. 



k pntimilariy opprewive toit» ialialNtaDts, seated upon 
tbe infirgin of (he oeeao, their subeisteuce is principally 
derived from the deep. The rich sources of Comrnerce, 
thrown open by the genial hand of peace, became^ to the 
bardy, and enterprizing Gloucesterian, legitimate objects 
of pursuit; and his uniform, and industrious efforts, are 
drowned by competency. But whatever obstructe his ad- 
venturous plans, inevitably involves him in distress, and 
tiie period to which we advert was, perhaps, the most 
gloomy of any during the revolutiona4ry war. it had con- 
natted long enough to try without familiarizing or indu~ 
ratify the feelings, and hope had almost become the vie* 
ikn of despair. The humane preacher surveyed those 
nnddplied children of penury — and he surveyed them with 
a philanthropic eye; nor was this all— commencing a 
journey in the depth of a severe winter, he addressed the 
general officers in the American army, beginning with 
Sieir revered Chief, and extending his application, to ma- 
ny other gentlemen, whose confidence and whose friendship 
he enjoyed. He adreseed to those distinguished indivict 
uals, the voioe of supplicatioB, and so successful was his 
embassy, that he returned to Gloucester with a large sum of 
money which he eo&verted into rice, meal, and molasses, 
rendering a scmpulous account to the selectmen, and pray- 
kig them to recommend siioh persons, as were proper ob- 
jects of this {M'ovidential bounty ; the whole was punctuallv 
distributed, and many sufferers most essentially relieved. 
-Yet OB the 27 th day of February, in the succeeding year, 
1777, we find this same feeling solicitor, summoned from 
the houlse of a friend, Mr. Windyrop Sargent, where he 
ivas suffering from indisposition, and arraigned at the bar, 
of the then committee or safety, for the town, of Glouces- 
ter. Some gentleman eouncelled him to disregard the sum- 
mons, especially as the whole committee were not assem- 
bled, and those who were collected, were decidedly hisia- 
yeterate enemies ,-~but he answered, that possessing a 
consciousness of innocence, he could not fear the face of 
man. The following account of the ex^aordinary pro- 
ceeding which ensued, is from the minutes of a gentle* 
man who was an ear witness of the scene the chairman 
of the committee opened the business. ^ We have sent 
for you, to know who you are, and from whence you 
eame?' < Your question is rather difficult, sir, I hardly 
know how to answer you, do you mean where did I come 
from last? ' < I say where did you come from.' ' 1 have 
been in various places in this country sir. ' I say where 
did yea come from when you came inio this coonlry?* 
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• Ifr^fst EasimA.* From wbaf part of Evglaodf * 'Iron^ 
don * * What business had you to come to-tius countnr? ' 

* Busin^ss^ sir ! I feh dUpoaed to come, and came-^' < What 
business ftave you in this town?' ' The same as 1 have in 
every town where I happen to sojourn.' Here ono of tha 
committee, arose, and requesting leave to speak, which waa 
granted, said: * I conceire we have sent fw this man to 
know from whence he came, who he is, and what bu^inesa 
he has here; this is a time of difiicolty, we are at variance 
with fclngiand, be cails himself an fiiigltshman, we do not 
know what he is. He associates with a great many* whom 
we look upon as enemies to this eoumry,,and they go to hear 
hi m converse — I tbink-^i cannot call it preaeking'^ Here 
Mr. Murray would have spoken, but he was imp0riousiy« 
not to say impudently commanded to be silent, and his ao» 
cuser proceeded, until at length the chairman again rot 
sumed: * Wher^ ditd ycm come- from? We waftt to knov 
where you Were bornj and brought up?' Mr Murray an* 
ftwered, ' Gentlemen, it Is not my wish to.givo you. «<uio«> 
cessary trouble. I w&s bom in £«glaiid, shortly af^er | 
had attained my eieventb year, I accompanied my fathor 
to Ireland, where I c<»itinu«d many yoars .under his earof 
when I was between 19 and 30^ I raturtied to Englahd^ 
where I abode, living generally in London, until I quitted 
it for this country, ^ince . I came into this eo«ntry» my 
residence has been in Maryland, Pennsylvania, the Jer^ 
seys. New- York, Connecticut, Rkcide Island, Massachu- 
setts, and New Hampshire.' * What did you come into 
this country for?' ^ In pursuit of retirement, but concur* 
rent cii'cumstances rendered me a preacher.' < Have yo« 
any credentials?' ' Yes sir.' * Show them.' I have nono 
present, there are many in this town who have heard n«e» 
and received my testimony; th^ are my credontaalsi. ^Ay. 
that is nothing — ^you see he has no authority. How could 
you think of preaching without authority?' ^ Whei^ | 
came into this country there was no war, I believed it to 
be a land of civil, and religious liberty-- «very charter, and 
every law made among yoiirseives, breathed a spirit of 
toleration, I felt assur^ I should be allowed liberty of cio«* 
science; my intentions were upright; a oeaviction that 
God had ordained me to proclaim the gospel, has been pow* 
erfully impressed upon my mind, and 1 am still convinced^ 
that fought to preach the Gospel.' * How long do you 
fntead to" stay in this town?' *I do not precisely kuow^ 
but certainly until the weather and roads shall be good^ 
*The weather will do, and it is preity good travelling now ' 
(At this time the wipter hoviag be^ eztromeiy levofo, th^ 
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Ttmdn were nearly impassable.) ' I do not believe t sluifl 
quit Gloucester until April, about that titiie 1 expect to 
commence a journey to Philadelphia.' ' The town ii» veiy 
uneasy at your continuance here, and we are a ^oiuuiittee 
of safety. We are to take up all strangers, and send them 
out of town.' * Sir, I have already been warned out of 
town, and if you be apprehensive of my becoming a^charge, 
I can procure bonds.' One of the committee addreiwed 
the chair for liberty to speak, which having obtained, he 
said: * Your stay in this town, is cause of uneasiness to 
many; you hurt the morals of the people, and a sreat ma- 
ny who hear you are enemies to the couutrv.' Mr. Mur- 
ray responded — ' Those who hear tne, and uelieve what I 
deliver, can never be injured in their morals.' ' 1 do not 
believe vou.' * You have not heard all 1 have said in de- 
fence of my p|<Rr8uaaion.'. * I have heard enough, 1 neither 
beiteve, nor like it.' * Well, «ir, there is no act of assem- 
bly to compel you to hear; but you should remenil>er your 
neighbor is entitled to equal liberty with yourself.' < You 
deliver very erroneous principles.' * My principles are all 
to be found in the sccred. records of divine truth.' * Ay, 
so you say.' * i was not apprized that 1 was cited before 
a spiritual court.' Mr. Miurray then addressed the chair 
— ' Sir, this gentleman asserts that 1 associate with a great 
many enemies of this countiy. I demand that they be 
pointed out. If I associate with an individual of tins des- 
cription, it is unknown to me.' A gentleman at the chair* 
man's elbow observed: ' Mr. chairman, 1 think we have 
DO business to answer this man a single question : we did 
not send for him to answer his questions, but to ask ques- 
tions of him.' The chairman then repeated, that the tuwn 
was Nvery uneasy, and advised Mr. Murray to depart to 

Erevent further trouble: to which he answered. ' Sir, I 
ave been nearly sev^i years in this country; perhaps no 
one has a more extensive acquaintance; I have many 
friends, and many enefnies. I feel that 1 am a friend to 
all mankind, and 1 am happy that no circumstance of my 
life can prove the contrary. 1 was invited to this town, 
and 1 have been cordially received, but it seems 1 am sus- 
pected, because 1 associate with many who are enemies to 
this country. 1 associate with Captain W. S. — pray is he 
ain enemy? During my residence in this place. I have 
never heard a syllable uttered, which this committee ought 
to consider as reprehensible. I am not acquainted with a 
single individual who appears to be an enemy to this coun- 
try: two or three worthy characters I know, who do not 
perfectly approve every measuie which has been adopted. 



I ImTe recently endeavored to recollect how many gentle- 
men, the circle of my connexions from Maryland to New 
Hampshire contained, who were suspected of being un- 
friendly to the present order of things, and 1 could nifutber 
but ^ve persons, not an individual of whom has ever been 
proved inimical to American prosperity. For myself, 1 
rejoice in the reflection, that 1 am a staunch friend to lib- 
erty, genuine liberty. It is well known that 1 have labor- 
ed to promote the cause of this country, and I rejoice that 
1 have not labored in vain. I am so well known, and I 
have the happiness to be so well respected, that his Ex- 
cellency, General Washington, appointed me to officiate 
as chaplain to several regiments. 1 should have imagined 
this fact would have been sufficient dt^DEirTiALS berb. 
i have injured no person in this town. I am invited to 
meet my friends, in the house of a friend, where they 
desire me to read the Bible, to comment thereon, and 
to unite with them in solemn prayer to Almighty God, for 
the continuance of his mercies to us, as a people, and 
not unto us only, but to a once lost, and now redeemed 
world.' A member of the committee observed, that 
they could not be answerable for any thing that might be 
done bv a mojb, and, it was not in their power to prevent 
it, if he did not, without delay, leave the town. Mr. 
Murray laying his spread hand upon his breast answer^ 
ed: * Sir, I feel such a consciousness of innocence here, 
that I know not what it is to fear. It is with perfect 
composure that I commit myself to God, and the laws of 
this Commonwealth. It I have broken any law, let me 
be punished by law; but I bless God I am not a lawless 
person. Sir, I am a stranger to fear, I have committed 
no action worthy of punishment. Sir, I know not what it 
is to fear. No man can have any power over me, except 
it be given to him from above: no iniiiry can be done me, 
but by the permission of my God. But I am not afraid; 
the worst this mob can do, is to deprive me of a life, which 
i have been many years quite willing to resign. Sir, I 
commit myself and my cause to the Ruler of Heaven and 
of Earth.' One gentleman observed^ that the rule upon 
Earth was delegated tp them, or words to that effect — 
when Mr. Murray replied : * Sir, I conceive the God of 
Heaven is the only Ruler in Heaven above, and in Earth 
beneath' — and, addressing the chair, lie added: 'Sir, I, 
have answered every question you have thought proper 
to ask — and as I find it difficult to speak, I am so very ill^ 
I will take leave to wish you a good evening. Gentlemen 
geod night' — ^when, ivtthout interruption be departod* 
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Ate alas ! how tyraanical is -the dominion of prqil 
^Kctt ! in this instaace it precipitated mea, respectable mea, 
who ia the (XMomoB oecurreaces of life, had uniformly 
preserved a deceot reputation, upon a procedure the most 
absurd and unwarrantable, interrogations so unceremo- 
niousij made to a person, who, as the almoner of his God, 
had the preceding year, fed large numbers of their ahnost 
fiuntshed poor, who had never committed any act of 
Tioience, or discovered the smallest inclination to aid the 
enemies of the new world, was, as we trust, a singular 
outraee. But Mr. Murray was & Christian, and after the 
way &at tkey called hereby, so worshipped he the God of 
liis fathers^ he could not therefore be allowed to merit 
either confidence or gratitude. 

On the Christmas day of 1780, Mr. Murray first preach- 
ed in a small neat building, erected for his use, hy the 
Glouoesterians. His adh^ents, associated for public 
worship, had, as they believed, organized themselves, and 
solemnly covenanting together, they conceived themselves 
an iHOEPEin^cirT church of Christ. A writing was 
prepared, sigased by every individual of the congregation, 
m which, after dilating upon the fundamental princi|Ae8 
of the faith the^ had embraced, they professed to acknowl- 
edge,, as Chrtstiaas, no Masiter but Jesus Christ, receiving 
as their guide in spiritual matters, only the word and 
spirit of the Redeemer^ but tjbey pledged themselves te 
the commAinity at large, and to each other, to yield obedi- 
ence to every ordinanoe of man, to be peaceable and obedir 
ent subjects to the. powers ordained of God, in all ckfU 
#Me«. But as subjeeta of that King, whose kingdom is 
not of this world; they denied the right of any human 
authority to make laws for the regulation or their conscien- 
ces; they rejoiced in the liberty wherewith Christ had 
made them free, aad thev determined no more to be 
ttitangled hy any yoke of bondage. They professed a 
deposition to live peaceably with all men, to avoid onno- 
cesaary disputation; and, should they be reviled, to en- 
.dettvor in patience to possess their souls. We make 
from ibis solemn instrument the following extract. 

' As an iifDEm»DM/NT church of Christ thus bound 
:togeth)&r by the cords of his love, and meeting together ia 
His fiame, we mutually agree to receive aaour Minister 
that is, our servant, sent to labor amongst us, in the work 
W the Gospel, by the great Lord of tlie Vineyani, our 
Drieod and brother, John Murray. This we do, from a 
lull coBvaetion, that the same God, who sent the first 
prenchers of Jesus Chiist, sent hUn; and that the 
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Oospel' they preached we have from time to time received 
^orn him. Thus, believing him a Miiitster of the New 
Testament, constantly declaring the whole counsel of 
God, proclaiming the same divine truth that all God's 
holy prophets from the beginning of the world have de- 
clared; we cordially receive him as a messenger from 
God. And as it hath pleased God to open a great and 
efiectual door, for the preaching of His Gospel, by this 
His servant, in sundry parts of this great continent; when- 
ever it shall please his and our divine Master, to call him 
to preach the everlasting Gospel elsewhere, we will wish 
him God speed; and pray that the good will of Him who 
dwelt in the bush, may accompany him, and make hii 
wav clear before him.' 

Thus we repeat, the little congregation in Gloucester 
considered themselves an indepeitdbnt cHvacH or 
Christ. TTiey v^ere conscious that they had, in every 
instance, demeaned themselves as good citizens, and that 
thfisir utmost efibrts had uniformly been embodied, for the 
advaucement of the public weal; they felt themselves de- 
servedly invested with the privileges and immunities of 
free citizens, entitled to those liberties, with which God 
and nature had endowed them, and which they believed 
to be secured to them by a constitution of govern ment, 
happily established by the people of this commonwealth. 
Dissenting essentially from the doctrines taught by the 
established minister, they had borne an early testimony 
against his settlement: and they humbly hoped it would be 
sufficient for them to believe the holt scriptures, and 
to adopt the pure system of morals contained therein, as 
the rule of their conduct, and the man or their coun- 
sel. They rejoiced in the liberty of firef) inquiry, guar- 
anteed by the strong arm of government; and they felic> 
itated themselves, that tbi^y had been ushered into bein^ at 
a time, when that fearAil period had gone by, which armmjBf 
the Religionists with the potent vengeance of civil authon- 
ty, wrapped the whole world in a cloud of impenetrable 
darkness, debilitated the human intellect, by closing the 
door of free inquiry, and gave birth to eight hundred years 
of ignorance, and barbarism, unequalled by any preceding 
era; whence arose an awful chasm in the hiMory of the 
world and men ceased to think because thinking was a 
'crimed The Gloucesterians adopted the idea of a respecta- 
ble writer, who considered Oraination as nothing more 
than the solemn putting a man into his place, and office 
in the Church, a right to wliich he had obtained by previ- ^ 
dus election, which, together wich his voluntary acceptaiie« 
19* 



,0^ 0uch #I^ti<>n» became a lefitimate baae, upoq wjueh 
waM founded the relatioDahip beiween p«|8lor aiid float. 
Tkus, a» the word oeoa^n signifies no more than to ap- 

.Fo^jTT, thc^ ephceived that the electioni and not the laying 
on of hands, comjpleted the ordination. Reposing upon 
the second and third article in tl)e declaration of ngnts, 
(he Gloucesterians exultingly said; <No subject shall be 
hurt, molested, or reatrainra in his person, Ubi^rfyy or es- 
tate, for worshipping God in the manner and season most 
agreeable to the dictates of bis own conscieoce; or for his 
religious profession or sentiments, provided he doth not 
disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their reli- 

fious worship. All religious societies shall, 9t all times, 
ave the exclusive right of electing their public teachers, 
and of contracting with ^hem for their support and main- 
tenance. And alt monies paid by the M^ect So the nwport 
fjf public worship i shall, if he require t/, be ttitiformly op- 
pked to the st^^ort of the pyiblic teacher or teachers ofnis 
own religious sect w denomination^ provided ihere be mty 
on whose instruction he attends,^ But while the G|ouce»* 
terians were confidingly singing a requiem to their cares, 
they beheld, to their great astonishment, aod no small 
dismav, tbeir goods seized by an officer, and sold at auc- 
tion, tor the purpose of answering the ^lemands of the e»* 
^ablished miuister. Articles of plate fram one, Knglish 
goods from another, and, from a third, the anchor of a 
vessel on the point of sailing. 

It was, jEis we believe, in the autumn of 173$< that this 
act of violence took place* An action was iiiatituted by 
the independent church of Christ in Gloucester, Mr. 
Murray was urged to allow the prosecution io proceed in 
his name. His reluctance to this step waa doeided and 
affecting.^ He had passed through the^ country without 
even allowing or acc^^ng ppntributionsi ands to be con- 
sidered a prosecutor tor monies, said to he due to him, 
' for preaching the gospel which be had determined to prO' 
mulgaiefiree as the Rght of heaven! the very idea was a 
stab to his long cherish^ feelings: it appeared to him 
like prpstra|in« the integrity of bis character, and strip- 
ping him of those honors, which he had fondly hqpied 
wou^ renown forever unshorn. The situation of his 
.mind, upon this occasion, may be~^ather^ frocn twa ej[- 
iracts of letters, addressed to him by a respetcable gentle- 
jnan: ' You {(now the inducement I had to engajw in thk 
icause iwas to be emancipated from the shackles of a ponii* 
J^^e ! an) my aversion was ever determined, from hawing 
iJm «ui( .brought in your namej as well from your abbipH^ 



\^ k 



JWP^ «s that the result, however favorable, wonJkl doc 
establi«ih ua upon the broad base of ^nuine freedom* 
However, I am now convinced from reflectioa, that o»r 
cai^ae will be ruined, unless you assume k. Mr. Hitch- 
borue was clear ii ought to have been in your name be- 
forej at our pressing request, he drew the last writ. Mr. 
Sullivan has declared it mu»t be in your name. Mr. Pya- 
chon (allowed on all hands to be deeply versed in the in- 
tricacies of the law) assured a gentleman, be would war- 
rant success, and even undertake the conducting the cause 
x£ the proper use were made of your name. Mr Sewail's 
opiniou is in unison with Mr. Pynchon. I hate 4eJay aod 
indecision, and shall lament if chicane and political views 
must prevail over the purest intentions.' 

To this leUer Mr. Murray responded, in terms descrip* 
tive of much anguish of spirit, aj»i hisaynapathizing friend 
immediately replied : . 

* I essay Aot to communicate the impression which your 
better has made upon mej would that pen and paper were 
adequate to express all that 'could be conveyed by the 
tongue. Shall I be condemned for being of an imsteady 
disposition, or shall I be justified in my change of senti- 
ment, firom the variety of events? Be it as it may, it mat- 
ters not; your letter has produced another alteration in 
my mind; your conflict between the resolution you have 
taken j and the interest of your friends, which, 1 am per* 
suaded, is very dear to you, is carried on in your breast to ft 
degree of agony. I see how distressing it is for you, even 
in appearaneCy to stand forth and contend for what you 
have so nobiy held in sovereign contempt. In this point 
of view it ceases to be a question. Let the idea of inter- 
est perish; I had rather a large part of mine, dear as it 
is, should be wrested from me, than that you should sac- 
rifice any portion of your peace or 3^ our honor; therefore, 
I entreat you, my dear sir, do no violence to your feel- 
ings. Thank God, the truth of our cause does not depend 
upon the decision of a court of judicature; and admit the 
worst, it is only what we are bidden to expect, that this 
world is opposed to the other. Justice, however, notwith- 
«tandtng my sympathy for you, urges me to repeat that 
our lawyers see no rational prospect of success, but from 
your l>ecoming a principal in the business. If you can 
bend your mind, well; take time to deliberate; delays in 
law, perhaps, are not so dangerous as in other affairs; at 
Miy rate I entreat you to become more tranquil; 1 ha4 

rftther make payment to parson F— < than that yoa 

ihoidd thus suffer.' 
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The preacher, under the direction of many im^orhinhif 
IHends, loaned his name, which step was to him a perma- 
nent subject of regret. Trials succeeded trials, review 
after review, at Salem, and at the supreme judicial court, 
held at Ipswich, 17^9, 1784, and 1785. 

The pleaders seemed an invincible phalanx, and the 
Riind-bendtng eloquence of the honorable Mr. King was 
indeed a most potent aid. Men characterized the oratory 
of that gentleman, as persuading commanding, and like , 
an irresistible torrent, bearing down every obstacle. 
Mapy of the senior advocates seemed so to feel, and ac- 
knowledge the superiority of Mr. King as to surrender to 
him the right of closing causes of great importance ; and 
a high law character declared, that, had he a cause de- 
pending of the greatest intricacy and magnitude, to bo 
plead l^fore the first tribunal in the world, he would pre- 
fer Mr. King as his advocate, to any man he had ever 
heard speak. Previous, however, to the adjudication of 
1785, when a verdict in favor of the plaintiffs, by the suf 
frage of the jury, (exclusive of the judges) was obtained, 
the political career of this celebrated character removed 
him from their counsel, and their cause was committed to, 
and ably supported by, Mr. afterwards Governor Sullivan, 
and Judge Tudor. The late Chief Jiistice Parsons, and 
Mr. Bradbury were counsel for the defendants. The Glou- 
cesterians, in their appeal to the ' impartial public,' perti- 
nently observed that the decision of the question agitated 
respecting, them ultimately involved every citfzen of the 
commonwealth, and instantly affected the several relig- 
ious orders of Episcopalians, Baptists. Presbvterians, 
Sandemanians; Quakers, and every other denomination 
of Christians, who, in this state, were called sectaries * 

* The following extract from the Modem History of UniTersalism, a 
work which ought to be in the hands of all who feel interested iq the 
cause of truth, may not be unacceptable to the reader. 

* This case was kept in court for a long time. Trial sueceeded triai. 
and review followed review, at Salem and at Ipswich, in 1783, ana 
1784, and 1785. In the fall of the latter year a writ of review was 
again served, but the final decision was deferred until June 17S6, when 
a verdict wa« given in favor of Mr. Murray. The conduct of Judge 
Dana attracted particular notice. The view he had taken of the case 
in former trials was unfavorable to the plaintiff; but a revolution bad 
passed in his mind. When he noticed that article in the Constitution 
which directs that monies may be applied by each person to teachera 
of his own religious sect, he said the whole cause depended upon the 
construction of that clause. He had before been of opinion it meast 
teacliers of bodies corporate ; be then thought otherwise $ as the Coih 
•titution was meant for a liberal purpose, i<s construction should be of 
a muet liberal kind ; it meant, in this instance, teachers of any peraoa* 
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U^m the ol>jection, that their teacher was not a preach* 
er oF* piety J religion, and morality, they mikiry observed; 
They were not convinced that the question could be deter- 
mined IroiTi a revision of the motives he offered as to tho 
rewards which are to be bestowed, or punishments inflict- 
ed in another world ; they rather supposed it should be de- 
cided upon the evidence of his urging the people to piety 
and morality, as the foundation of the greatest good of 
which their natures were capable, and as a compliance 
with the will of their Almighty Creator and Preserver. 
They believed, that the scriptures affirmed, that God 
would punish men for sIl, even in this worlds in a manner 
which would y2ir, very far overbalance the pleasures to be 
derived from vice. They conceived, that the idea that 
it was necessary to the good order of government, that 
the teachers of religion should thunder out the doctrine of 
everlasting punishment to deter men from atrocious crimes, 
which they might otherwise commit in secret, had long 
been hackney ied in the hands of men in power, but witlw 
out any w^arrant from reason or revelation. Reason, 
without the aid of revelation, gave no intimation of a state 
of retribution beyond the grave : and the gospel brought 
life and itninortality to light: nor said they, was it until 
the Christiaii church was illegally wedded to state policy, 
that m^n ip power dared to hurl the thunders of the Most 
High at tiaose who o^ended against government. But, 
they added, should the point be maintained, that courts 
«Ad juries are authorized to determine, whether the teach- 
er of a religious sect is a teacher of morality, from his 
opinion either of the cause, mode, or state of men's happi- 
■e38 or misery in another world, or from his opinion oi 
the nature, or proportions of the rewards Cor virtue, or the 
punishments for vi^ in a future state, no sect or denotni- 
nation could be safe, It being a matter resting on opinion 
only, without any earthly tribunal having the ability or 
authority to settle the question. Suppose an Episco- 
palian teacher should have an action in his name to 
recover the money, paid by his hearers. Perhaps he 

Hon wbateTcr Jew or MaJiometan. It would be fer the Jury to deter- 
mine, if Mr. JMUirray Was n teacher a£ piety, religion and morality ; that 
matter, he said, had in his opinion been fully proved. The only ques- 
tion, therefore, before them was, if Mr. Murray cRme within the 
description of the Constitution, and had a ri^t to require the money. 
' it is my opinion,' he declared, * that Mr. Murray comes within lh« 
dvKription of the Constitution, and has a right to require the money.' 
iSaiRifg been out all night, the jury returam -a vexdict in the roornuig 
in faTor of the plaintiff.' 
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mi^ht be one, who subscribed and sworn to the thirty^-oine 
articles, the truth oftdhich is well supported by act ofparlith 
ment: an uhjectian ini^ht be made iVom one of the articled, 
that^ll? us, God from ali eternity elected a certain number 
to happiness, and predestinated all the rest of the human 
race to everlasting misery ; and this of his own sovereign 
will, without any regard to the merit of the one oc the demer* 
it of the other. A jury might be found, who would decide 
at once, that this doctrine is subversive of ali morality aud 
good order ; for, if the state of every man be unalterably 
fixed from all eternity, and nothing done by him can in any 
wise change the divine decree, why, then the elect may 
conceive themselves justified in seeking to injure those, 
whom God from eternity has consi-^ned to perdition. 

But should an Arminian be in trial, and it appeared he 
taught his people it was within their own power to procure 
future happiness, a jury might not be able to distinguish 
between the prescience and the foreordinationof God ; and 
it might be called impiety to allege, that the infinitely wise 
Being did not from all eternity know the ultimate fate of 
all his creatures It would at least be called derogatory to 
the honor of the Most High, to suppose any thing to be con- 
tingent with Him ; and therefore a teacher of such princi- 
ples might in the eye of some, persons \\e viewed as a teach- 
er of impiety and' immorality. From these and various 
other considerations, the Gloucesterians humbly conceived, 
th It religion was a m itter between an individual and his 
God ; that no man had a right to dictate a mode of worship 
to another ; that, in that respect, every man stood upon a 
perfect equality ; and they believed that the paucity of 
their numbers, and the prejudices of their enemies, had 
pointed them out as proper objects for the first essay of 
religious tyranny ; hence they rather chose to seek redress 
from the great law, made by the people to govern the 
Legislature, than from the Legislature itself; believing 
they should betray the freedom of their country, if they 
timidly shrunk from a trial, upon the great principles of 
the constitution, indeed they seemed to consider themselves 
as the Hamdens of our religious world. 

In the course of the month of September, 1785, a writ 
of review was again served, and the final decision was 
referred, and delerred, until the June of 1786, when a 
eonclunve verdict was obtained in favor of the plaintiffs. 
Mr. Murray was then in the state of Connecticut. "We 
transcribe an extract from a letter, which wafted to th» 
eye and ear of the promulgator intelligence of theemanci* 
pation of his adherents. 



>■ 
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' Last Tuesday our party with their cloud of witnesses 
were present, and called out at the bar of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. The cause was opened by Mr. Bradbury, 
and replied to by Mr. Hitchborne; the court adjourned to 
the succeeding morning. I arrived just in season to hear 
it taken up by Mr. Parsons, and closed by Mr. Sullivan. 
I wish for an opportunity to render my acknowledgiuents 
to this gentlenidn. He displayed upon this day an elo- 
quence, not less than Roman. The judges summed up 
the whole. The first was ambiguous, the second was so 
trammelled, and inarticulate, as to be scarcely understood; 
but the remaining three have acquired a glory which will 
be as lasting as time. The conduct of Judge Dana at* 
tracted particular notice. You remember he her^^tofore 
labored against us; there appeared a disposition to traven 
our counsil; in his comments on the constitution, those 
parts which made for us, he turned against us; he assert* 
ed the tax was not persecuting, but legal; reiigioUi« socie- 
ties were bodies corporate, or meant to be so; sect and 
denomination were promiscuously used and synonimous: 
and the whole was delivered with a sententious gravity, 
the result of faculties, laboriously cultivated by experience 
and study. But a revolution had now passed in his mind, 
and when he noticed that article in the constitution, which 
directs monies to be applied to the teacher of his own 
religious sect, he said, the whole cause depemled upon 
the construction of that clause. He had heretofore been 
of opinion, it meant teachers of bodies corpcyate; he then 
thought otherwise; as the constitution was meant for a 
liberal purpose, its construction should be of a most liberal 
kind; it meant, in this instance, teachers of any persuasion 
whatever, Jew or Mahometan. It would be for the jury 
to determine, if Mr. Murray was a teacher of piety, 
religion, and morality; that matter, he said, ha<i in his 
opinion been fully proved. The only question therefore 
before them was, if Mr. Murray came within the de- 
gcription of the constitution, and had a ri^ht to require the 
money. ' It is my opinion,' be decidedly declared, ' that 
Mr. Murray comes within the description of the constitu- 
tion, and. has a right to require the money.' The jury 
received the cause, and departed the court at half past 
three. In the evening they* returned, with a declaratiou, 
that they eotdd not agree. The Chief Judge, with some 
asperity, ordered them to take the papers and go out 
aj^ain; they continued in deliberation through the whole 
night. Thursday morning they came in again, declaring 
their unanimous' agreement, that the judgment obtained 
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the preceding year was in nothing erroneous. ThuB liaTt 
we gained our cause, after trials of such expectation and 
fleTerity. We rejoice greatly. It is the Lord's doiogB, 
and marvellous in our eyes.' 

Mr. Murray continued uniformly to devote the suninier 
iiionthd to his multiplied adherents, from Maryland Xt 
New-Hampshire : in what manner, is copiously described 
in his Letters and Sketches of Sermons. In the Februarj 
of 1783, we find the preacher, as usual, deeply interested 
in the cause of his Great Master, and sue^esting^ in a 
letter to hi:i friend and fellow-laborer, Mr. Noah rarker, 
the propriety of an annual n>eeting of the heralds of re* 
demptiou; his words are: indeed it would gladden ray 
heart, if ever^ one who stands forth a public witness of 
the truth as it is in Jesus, couhi have an opportunity of 
seeing and conversing one with another, at least once 
everv year. I believe it would be attended with very 
good efiects. Think of it, my friend, and let me know 
the result of your deliberation. 1 think these servants of 
the Most High might assemble one year at Norwich, one 
year at Boston, and another at Portsmouth, or wherever 
It may be most convenient. I have long contemplated an 
association of this description : and the longer I deliberate, 
the more I am convinced of the utility which would be 
annexed to the regulation.' In the September of 1785, 
the preacher, writing to the same friend, thus expresses 
himself: * Although very much indisposed, I am com* 
meucing a journey to Oxford, where i expect to meet a 
number of our religious brethren, from different towns, 
in which the ffof^pel has been preached and belieyed, for 
the purpose of deliberating upon some plan, to deifeat the 
designs of our enemies, who aim at robbing us of the 
liberty, wherewith the constitution has made us free. On 
my return, I shall communicate to you the result of our 
meeting.' Upon the close of the same month of Septein* 
ber, he thus writes: 'Well, I have been to Oxford, and 
the assembly convened there was truly primitive. We 
deliberated, first, on a name; secondly, on the propriety 
of being united in our common defence; thirdly, upon the 
utility of an annual meelinjf of representatives from the 
different societies; and fourthly, upon keeping up a constant 
correspondence by letter. Each of the particulars are to be 
laid before the societies, represented by their delegates oa 
this occasion, and, if approved, their approbation to be 
announced by circular letters, to the several societies. 
Mr. Winchester delivered a most excellent sermon; his 
eubject was, ' But thoug-h we^ or an angel from heaveili 



preftch any other gospel unto you, than that which w% 
have preached unto ^ou, let him he accursed.' By tbif 
desire of Mr. Winchester, I cior^ed the ^subject.' 

Thus was a convention formed, and, we may add, 
organized, hy the Father of Uuiversalism in this country 
But, aias! in no long time, a root of bitterness sprang up^ 
which destroyed his pleasure in the association. Yet, in 
the last stage of his pilgrimage, he frequently regretted^ 
that his attendance up^m this Convention had not been 
more uniform; as he might possibly, by his years and hit 
experience, have met and obviated the difficulties which 
distressed him. Mr. Winchester, searching the hiblp for 
arguments to confute Mr. Murray, became himself a 
Uuiversalist, but he was a Universalist of the Cuaunciait 
school. He was a man of pure morals^ and an ardent 
lover of the Redeemer. 

At this period, in additioi^ to the houses erected in 
Gloucester, and in Portsmouth, a convenient place for 
public worship was procured by the Universalists in the 
city of Philadelphia; and, in the city of New York, a 
church had been purchased, which they forbore to open, 
until it could be dedicated by the peace^speaking voice of 
tlie promulgator. In the course of the autumn or winter 
of 1735, the Bostonians purchased a meeting-house in' 
Ben net-street. This house they enlar^d and beautified; 
bors Mr. Murray was occasionally their offie»ating minis- 
ter. And in the metropolis of Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Massachusetts, he was earnestly solicited to take up 
bis residence. 

Previous to the decision obtained by the Gioncesterians, 
a prosecution was commedced against their fH^eacher, for 
performing the marriage ceremony. Persuaded that he 
was commissioned by his God to preach the gospel, and 
knowing that he was ordained by the people to whom he 
administered, he believed himself authorized to receive 
the nuptial vows of as many among his adherents, as, 
furnished with the requisite certificates, made ap[>lication 
to him for this purpose A single instance was selected 
by his implacable foos, and a special verdict obtained, 
which condemned the preacher to pay a fine of fifty 
pounds. But this was not all; he had frequently perform- 
ed the marriage cerem.>ny. Prosecution would most 
unquestionably succeed prosecution; and the sum total of 
multiplied amercements would involve diffiieulties not 
easily surmounted. Prudence whispered the persecuted 
^man of God, that he ou^ht to absent himself until the 
interference of the JLegbiature could be obtained^ aodl 
20 



inclinatioa pointed his way over the patbleas deep, lor the 
purpose of oace more vi5it*ng hi.<) native shores, holding 
sweet converse with a few select friends, and folding to 
his filial bosom his venerable mother. Assured of the 
propriety of a step so important to his numerous Ameri- 
can connexions, on the 6th of January, I7dd, he embarked 
Tor £u^land. Noble provision was made for him by the 
. Bostonians, and ail the expenses of the voyage defrayed. 
Russell, the benevolent Russell, was his friend. Russell 
the philanthropist; who, like his God, delighted in speak- 
ing peace to the sons und daughters of adversity. Dear 
sympathizing friend of man ! to the children of sorrow thy 
memory is right precious. Had thy stinted abilities been 
commensurate with thy will, the voice of gladness would 
have resounded in every dwelling. Nor Russell alone: 
many pressed forward, whose liberal hearts devised 
liberal things; and substantial manifestation of affection 
to the preacher were abuudant and munificent. 

During Mr. Murray's absence, the Legislature was ad- 
dressed. We regret that we cannot exhibit a complete 
copy of the petitions which were presented, but such ex- 
tracts, as we can command, we transcribe : 

< To the honorable Senate, and the House of Represen- 
tatives of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, assembled 
in Boston, in February, I7dd; John Murray, of Glouces- 
ter, in the county of Essex, would humbly represent to 
your Honors that about seventeen years ago, he came in- 
to this country which he considered as the assylum of re- 
ligion and benevolence; that on his arrival he began to 
preach the gospel of peace; in doing which he met with 
many cordial friends some of whom, namely, a society o^ 
^^^"istians in Gloucester, distinguished theniselves by their 
..^form attachment to the message, and the messenger- 
<ikiid after your petitioner had occasionally laiiored among 
them, for a consideratie time, they associated together, as 
an Independent church, built a meeting-house, and invi- 
ted your petitioner to reside with them, as thoir settled 
minister; and, in the month of December, in the year 
1730, did appoint, set apart and ordain him to the work of 
the ministry, and to be their teacher of piety, religion, and 
morality; that ever since that period, he has considered 
himself, and has been considered by the people he has 
statedly labored amongst, as their ordained minister, and 
thousrh your petitioner has, on sundry o<;casions, visited; 
and Tabored amongst his Christian friends, in other places, 
it has always been with the consent of his people, they 
•till looking on him, and he on himself, as their ordained 
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miliiBter. It also appears, that the people, among whom 
vour petitioner has frequenjtly labored, have considered 
liim in the same light; as they have Ibnnally requested 
license of his people of Gloucester, who af^er consultation 
granted that license. Another circumstance that tended 
to confirm your petitioner in the belief of his being an or^ 
dained minister in the strictest sense of the word, and ac- 
cording to the letter and spirit of the law, was the verdict 
given ni favor of. him and his people, by the Honorable 
Supreme Court and jury, when, alW suffering much abuse 
from their persecuting opponents in Gloucester, they were 
reduced to the necessity of applying to the laws of tbeir 
country, for redress and protection. But their opponents, 
dii»atisfied with the verdict then obtained, denjanded a 
review; after which review, the former verdict was con- 
firmed by the full, and decided opinion of the honorable 
court given in their favor. 

* Being thus by constitutional right, and legal decision, 
established as an independent minister, settled with, and 
orfiaine<l by, the joint suHfrages of the members of that Re- 
ligious Society, your petitioner supposed his troubles from 
his persecuting enemies were at an end. And upon con- 
sultmg council learned in the law, who gave it as their de- 
cided opinion that he was an ordained minister, he pro- 
ceeded to perform the ceremony of marriiage to such of 
his hearers, who made application to him for that purpose. 
But some of his opponents, unacquainted with the mde- 
pendent mode of ordination, and presuming your petition- 
er was not ordained, because the same ceremonies were 
not made use of in his ordination, to the use of which they 
were accustomed, brought the question of your petition- 
er's right of officiating as an ordained minister, before the 
Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court, who gave it as 
their opinion, that he was not an ordained minister, in the 
sense of the law, as the forms of his ordination were not 
Hufiicientiv notorious. Your petitioner, and the people 
who ordained him, conceived his ordination was suffici- 
'ently notorious, as the article was subscribed by eviery 
member of the society; and the honorable court consider- 
ed him a public teacher of Piety, Religion, and Morality. 
Thu recent adjudication of the honorable Judges has iu- 
vnlved your petitioner's little flock, in Gloucester, in ex- 
1>ense, and exquisite distress; and your petitioner is ruin- 
ed, unless your honors can interfere for his relief. He 
roust not only satisfy the heavy penalty alreud;^ forfeitedi 
to his said opponents, and prosecutors, but he is liable to 
repeated forfeitures of like penalties for every marriage 



he has performed, since he has conceived hiinself the or- 
dained minister of that people, which must iavolve his 
friends in expense, or consign him to a gaol. Nor is this 
all; supposing bis ordination invalid, he is, by the letter 
of the law, liable to ignominious punishment. Now, as 
equity is said to be that interference of the supreme pow- 
er, which alleviates, where the law, by being too compre- 
hensive, has involved a case to which it was not perhaps 
meant to extend ; and as he, and his jieopie, his council, 
and the world at large, supposed him ordained, as much 
as an Episcopalian, or any other teacher, however differ- 
ent the modo of ordination, he mr>st humbly prays your 
honors, to idemnify him for any further prosecution, for 
any marriage he may have solemnize«l, under his suppos- 
ed right; and by this means rescue him from the perse- 
cuting power of his malignant adversaries, restore the 
exercise of religious rites to his opprej^sed, and afflicted 
people, establish in the Commonwealth, in which he has 
long had his residence, that peace which has beea broken 
by the malice of his enemies. Your petitioner would ia 
person have tvaited on such committee of your honors, as 
might b<* appointed to consider this petition, but his well 
grounded fears that prosecutions would be multiplied up- 
on him, by the zeal of his religious adversaries, has neces- 
itated him to absent himself from the country of his adop- 
tion, and his dear (ieople, until such time as the demency 
of your honors might be obtained in bis behalf.' 

The congregation in Gloucester, addressed the Legis- 
lature in a separate petition, and the Judges, Sullivan 
and Dawes, co-operated with Mr. Russell, in persevering 
efforts to obtain a decision. The petitions were referred to a 
committee of three gentlemen, of great respectability, who 
6p<^edily prepared, and handed in their report, which was 
laid upon the speakers table, whence it was drawn forth 
by the speaker of the House, James Warren, Esq., accep- 
ted by a handsome majority, and sent up to the Senate for 
concurrence. The report was called up from the Presi- 
dent's table, by the Honorable Mr Daltoo, when after a 
debate of two hours, it passed the Senate, almost unani^ 
mously. This most acceptable result was made known to 
the deeply interested Gloucesterians, by a writing, of 
which the following is a verbatim copy : 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
In the House of Representatives, March 17 thy 1788. 
WHEacAS John Murray, and others, have represented 
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to this conrt, that the said Murray, esteeming himself le- 
gally quilifieH, had solenmized certain marriages, and that 
by a decision had in the Superior Judicial Court, it was 
deternriined that the said Murray had no such authority, 
praying that he mav be idemnined. Resolved, that the 
said John Murray, be, and he hereby is, indemnified from 
all psins, and ijenalties, which he may have incurred on 
account of having solemnized any marriages, as aforesaid, 
for wiiich there has not been any prosecution commenced, 
or had; and the said Murray may, upon trial for any of the 
ofiences aforesaid, give this resolution, in evidence, upon 
the general issue, which shall have the same operation 
as if specially pleaded. 

Sent up for concurrence. James Warren, Speaker, 
/n Senate, March '21th 17S8. 

Read and concurred. Samuel Adams, President, 
Approved, JOHN HANCOCK. 

True copy; attest, 
John Avert, Jun., Secretary, 

Meantime, the persecuted, and now noblt redressed 
promulgator was speeding across the great waters. His 
passage over the Atlantic was uncommonly boisterous: 
the European winter of this year was very severe. More 
navigation, and lives, were lost, in the January and 
February of 1788, upon the tremendous coasts of Corn- 
wall, than had ever before been known, in any one 
season. At length, however, the Chalky Cliffs of his 
uative shore met his gladdened view, and the heaven- 
protected vessel cast anchor in the commodious harbor of 
Falmouth. Mr. Murray was an entire stranger to this 
part of England; but, by the Bostonians and Glouceste- 
rians, he had been furnished with recommendatory letters, 
thus worded: 

*We, the Subscribers, members of the Christian Inde- 
pendent Church in Boston, do, on behalf of ourselves and 
our brethren, by these presents, certify to all whom it may 
concern, that the bearer, Mr. John Murray,' (settled 
Minister of the Independent Church in Gloucester) for 
more than fourteen years past, hath occasionally labored 
among us, in this place, much to the edification, and con- 
solation of God's people; and we bless God, therefore, 
and most sincerely pray, that the good will of Him who 
dwelt in the Bush may accompany him op his way, and 
SO* 
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bring him back to his numerous friends, richly laden wdk 
the blessings of the Gospel of peace.' 

< Signed by the most respectable members of the 
Church.' 

Gloucester, January 4th, 1788. 

< Be it known universally, that We the elders, od 
behalf of the Independent Church of Christ in Gloucester, 
do certify that tne bearer, Mr. John Murrav, is, and 
has been for many years past, our ordained ministei, 
and we pray God to preserve him, and return him to uaio 
•afety.' 

(Signed^ Wiwthrop SAiuaxirTy 

£p£8 Sargkiyt, 
David Plummer. 

Mr. Murrav was received in Falmouth, with fraternal 
kindness. The Sundav succeeding his arrival, the pulpit 
of a gentleman, once fn connexion with Mr. Whitefield 
was thrown open to him, where he preached forenooo 
and aflemoon, and continued delivering evening lecture* 
until February 14, when he resumed his journey by land, 
to London, proclaiming glad tidiugs from the pulpits, aa 
he passed along, to which free access was granted him^ at 
Truro Cheswater, Tregony, Mevegessey, St Ausde 
Looe, in the several churches at Plymouth, and Plymouth 
Dock, Exeter, Wellington, &c. &.c., he delivered bis 
God-honoring, man-restoring message. Several clergy 
jnen always attended his lectures, and one gentleman 
accompanied him even to Exeter. We select a few of 
the subjects, upon which he delighted to dwell. The 
lisrhts ordained by the Creator for signs, Genesis iii, 15. 
The dress of the Jewish High Priest, the 1st Psalm, the 
89th Psalm, Zechariah ix. 9, 1st John, 4, and nutny 
passages drawn from Isaiah, and the Epistles of the 
Apisties of the Apostle Paul. His manner of passing his 
time, and the devout propensities of his pious heart, may 
be gathered from a short extract from his journal, a jnur- 
aal replete with beauty and interest, to the christianized 
mind, and containing descriptions and remarks^ worthy 
the writer; 

' I am -dblighted with walking through the fields ; the 
i^ardens are so very beautiful, the fields so very green« the 
linnets and goldfinches so busy on the hedges, preparing 
their habitations. These songsters of the groves, which ar« 
vocal OH every spray, are to me like old and pleasing ac- 
quaintance, not seen nor heard of for a ^reat number of 
years, while the fascinating chorist^ffi, m whom I hay 
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n 30 much delight, seem by their cheering notes, to w^ 
e me as 1 pass alung theii* native fields and hegdges. 
I primroses, and a variety ol' other sweet flowers, are 
ady in fuU bloom ; in short,every thing wears a cheerful 
3arance. How grateiui ought 1 to be to the Author of 
y good, who, in this dear country, follows me with the 
e loving kindness and tender mercy, with which he 
>wed nie in the dear country, 1 have left. Th^e turner- 
friends, with whom { occasionally sojourn, are as 
ibus to detain me with them, and lament the necessity 
iiy departure, precisely as did my American friends ; 
r hearts swell with transport, while 1 aimply declare 
gospel of the grace of God, und they reiterate their ex- 
isions of admiration of the gracious words, which God 
^ies me to utter, in like manner as did the good Glou- 
eriivj Elder, Mr. Warner, on my first visit to that 
e. We mingle our supplications and addresses eur 
iksgiving and our praises, and our hearts burn within 
while we converse of the goodness of our God, ami the 
:ii*us purposes of redeeming love. Surely it would be 
idj^ed, if not cruel, in such circumstances, to dash the 
oi felicity from the lips of these humble dependents ^ 
n the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, because perhaps 
r do not see to the end of the divine purposes. \ never 
preach any thing hut the gospel of God our SaA'iour, 
where ; but I will leave those dear people to draw 
r conclusions, and, in the interim, I will feed them with 
sincere milk of the word, that they may crow thereby. 
J inhabitants of this place ^almouth; are a very 
idly religious people. May God grant them peace, 
give ihem abundant consolation m believing. The 
f3e every where hear with American attention. 
•gymen, wherever I sojourn, are generally my hosts, 
pel unadulterated gospel is pleasant to the believing 
. ; I content myself with showing that man is lost by 
that the law is the ministration of death; that the 
)jel is a divine declaration of life, by Jesus Christ, to 
y creature. Yes, I will continue to preach the gospel 
ly to every creature. I will endeavor to point out its 
ies, and the many advantages attendant on believing 
ilivine report. This, bv the grace of God, shall still be 
business of my life. Many clergymen attend me in 
progress; no less than seven have been among my audi- 
! at one time ^ end on my descending from the pulpit^ 
usually take my hand, and devoutly than fc mefoir 
iiig bO good a testimony for je&us Christ; for speaking 
reU ojf'ithe Redeemer^ ^flding, th«it it i^^ p^y J (^hiuHW 
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do any thing but preach. Numbers flock around me^ s&d, 
in fact, were I an angei descended from above, I coukl uot 
be followed with mpre uniform attention.' 
London is two huiiured and twenty miles from Falmouth. 
Tne preacher did not reach that metropolis until the 16di 
of March, and his time was most delightfully passed in the 
service of God the Saviour. Upon one occasion, his en- 
trance into one spacious place of worship was hailed by the 
musical choir devoutly chanting: 

' Blow ye the trumpet, blow 

The giraiy solemn sound, 

Let all the nations know, 

To earth's remotest bound, 
The year of Jubilee is come, 
Return, ye ransomed sinners hoine.' 

Yet, even in this short visit to his native island, the pro- 
mulgator went through evil as well as good report. We 
subjoin a specimen of each. A gentleman of JPal mouth, 
writing to his friend in Treson^, thus expresses himself: 

Mr. Murray will shortly be in your town; we have at- 
tended uiion him here with inexpressible delight; three such 
sermons as he has delivered, my ears never before heard; 
such a preacher never liefore appeared in this town. I am 
convinced his ideas are all his own ; I never heard any thing 
like them; his mind seems clearly informed, and his heart 
very much warmed by the love of God.' But the following 
advertisement appeared in a London paper: 

* Mr. Murray is an American, the most popular preach- 
er in the United States. In the conclusion of one of his 
sermons, preached on that continent he endeavored to 
enforce with all the powers of eloquence, the necessity of 
establishing in those States the same Olympic games, which 
were for many ages esatblished anion^ the Grecians.' Bo< 
this was not all; it was storied, that he had left America in 
consequence of a criminal prosecution. 

Arriving at London, he was once more enriched by the 
maternal benediction. * He found his venerable parent in 
the enjoyment of a iine green old age, and again she re- 
joiced in the presence of her son. In I^ondon, and at 
Hamstead, in the meeting-house once occupied by Mr. 
Whitefield, he delivered his message of peace. Patronized 
Sn the city of London, by an opulent family, who cherished 
him as a son, he was strongly solicited once more to take 
up. his abode in that metropolis; but the providence of God 
bad not so decreed, and, after continuing there a short 
tune, he departed thence, and joumied to Portsmouth 
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for the purpose of being in readiness te epmnience his re 
turn to America. In Portsmouth, he was again a solitary 
stranger j but he bad not been more than four hours in th<it 
celebrated and important emporium, ere he was engaged. 
by a respectable clergyman, to preach a Irciure, which had 
been previously announced. In Portsmouth he tarried two 
weeks, preaching frequently. On his first lecture, he was 
solicited by a doctor Miller to acconjpany him to his habi- 
tation, where he abode until he departed from that town. 
The circle of his acquaintance soon became large, among 
whom he numbered very respectable friends. When the 
clergyman, with whom Mr. Murray associated, during his 
last residence in England, became ascertained of his full 
and comprehensive views of the magnitude and extent of 
the redeeming plan, although very few adopted his ideas 
yet they still continued warmly attached to the preacher 
and the letters they addressed to him, after ais return tJ 
America, which are still in being, would lill a volume. A 
few of the preachers responses are contained in the vol- 
umes of Letters and Sketches of Sermons. 

Mr. Murray fjroceeded to Cowes, upon the isle of Wight, 
and from thence embarking for America, commenced his 
voyage with a fair wind, which soon changing, they were 
under the necessity of dropping anchor in Portland harbor, 
where they were long wind bound. His passage was un- 
conmionly protracted: but, fortunately, the passengers uni- 
ted to ffive it every charm of which society is susceptible; 
end, when we add, that our late respectable President, the 
Honorable John Adams and Lady w^ere of the nuUiber, the 
pleasures of the voyage will be nothins: doubted. Books, 
music, and conversation, varied the cedium of the passing 
weeks; nor was the preacher debarred the exercise of his 
sacred avocation; Mr Adams requested he would officiate 
as their teacher, every Sunday, and accordingly the ship's 
company, and the passengers, were, upon this holy day, 
collected round him. His first subject was the third com- 
mandment. They united in their addresses to the throne 
4if grace, and in hymning the praises of their God. 

Again reaching the shores of this New World, the voice 
of exoneration and of Freedom bade him welcome; and 
the glad acclamations of joy resounded among his cofigrat- 
ulaidBg, and most affectionate friends. A summons from 
the Governor to attend a select party at bis bouse, met him 
on the day of his arrival, and every liberal mind partook 
tke rational hilarity of the moment. 

. TheGloucesterians, determining no more to hazard in- 
vidiotif persecution, and its train of evils appointed a day, 
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the Chrisnnas of 1789, on which to renew, the ordioatioii 
of their pastor; and, afler assembling, and effectoatiog 
their purpose, that they iivi^ht bestow^ upon the solemn 
transaction ail possible publicity, they procured its in^r- 
tion in the Centinei or January 3d, 1789, from which 
paper we transcribe it verbatim: 

< Last Thursday week, Mr. John Murray was ordained 
to the pastoral charge of the Independant Church ol 
Christ in Gloucester. After Mr. Murray had prayed, 
and one of the congregation had announced the intention 
of the meeting, and presented him, formally, with a call, 
Mr. Murray replied: 

' Persuaded of the truth of the declaration, made by the 
compilers of the shorter catechism, that God's works of 
providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful, presenr- 
mg and governing all his creatures , and all their actions; 
and having a full conviction that the affairs of the Church 
are, in an especial manner, under his immediate direction; 
and that you my christian friends and brethren, are now 
as formerly, under the directing influence of that di\iDe 
spirit, which, taking of the things of Jesus, and showing 
them unto me, constrained me to become a preacher of 
the eVerlastinj; Gospel, and directed you to set me apart, 
and ordain me, to be .vour Minister I now again, with 
bumble gratitude to my divine Master, and grateful afleo- 
tion for you, my long tried and faithful christian friends 
and brethren, most cordially accept of this call.' 

One of the Committee then read the vote of the Church: 
* Resolved, that we, the proprietors of the Independent 
Meeting-House in Gloucester, the members of the church 
and congregation usually attending there for the purpose 
of divine worship, do by virtue of that power invest^ in 
us by the great High Priest of our profession, the fiishop 
of our souls and the Great and only Head of the Church ; 
ind according to the institutions of the first churches in 
S^ew-England, and in perfect conformity to the third arti- 
:le of the declaration of rights, in this public manner, 
solemnly elect and ordain, constitute and appoint Mr. 
John Murray, of said Gloucester, clerk, to be our settled 
Minister, Pastor, and teaching Elder; to preach the word 
of God, and to inculcate lessons and instructions of piety, 
reliffion, and morality, on the congregation; 'and to do, 
perform and discharge all the duties and offices, which of 
right belong to any other minister of the Gospel, or pub- 
lic teacher of Piety, Religion, and Morality; mid it is 
hereby intended, and understood, that the authority and 
rights hereby given to the said Mr. John Murray, to ba 
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our ftottled, ordained Minister, and public teacher,* are to 
remain in fuH force, so long as he shall continue to preach 
tb« word of God, and dispense instructions of piety reli- 
gion and morality, conformable to our opinions and no 
longer.' 

' The Committee then solemnly presented him the 
Bible, saying on its presentation : < Dear sir, We present 
you these sacred scriptures as a solemn seal of yo.ir ordi- 
nation to the ministry of the New Testament; and the sole 
directory of your fiiith and practi(te.' His acceptance 
was affecting: as what comes from the heart reaches the 
heart. 

* With my full soul I thank our merciful God, for this 
inestimable gift. With grateful transport 1 press it to my 
b^om; I receive it as the copy of iny Father's Will, 
as the deed of an incorruptible inheritance: as the uner- 
J^Qg guide to my feet, and lauthorn to my pa'ths. Dear, 
precious treasure, thou hast been my constant support in 
every trying hour, and a never failing source of true con- 
s«»lation. 1 thank you, most sincerely do 1 thank you, for ' 
this confirming seal, tikis sure directory; and I pray that 
the spirit, which dictated these sacred pages, may enable 
me to make the best use thereof.' A sermon by Mr. 
Murray, from Luke v. 2, succeeded, The harvtst i$ 
great, but tlie lahwers art few , &.c. &.c. 

' The solemni y, attentiou,and christian demeanor, that 
attended the whole transaction of the ordination, and every 
other occurrence of the day, gave universal satisfaction to 
a numerous audience.' 

Days of tranquillity now succeeded; weeks, months, 
nay years rolled on, and harmony, unbroken harmony, 
presided. Religion shed her balmy influence, her mind 
irradiating, passion-subduing consolations; and we were 
ready to say, itabilUy dwelleth even in our times. But 
alas ! we too soon experienced that ' bliss, sublunaiy bliss,* 
waa foot the durable possession of mortality. 

It was in this interval, of most' pleasant memory, that 
Mr. Murray in the summer of the year 1790, then on a 
visit to his Pennsylvania, Jersey,. and New- York connex- 
ions, was by the Universalists convened in the city of 
PbiloUelphia, associated with Mr. William Eugene liiiley , 
to present an address to the immortal Washington, then 
President of the United Siates. We proceed to transcribe 
the address. 
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To tH« Prksidert of the Ukited States. 

The Address of the Convention of the TJnwersal Ckurehf 
assembled in Phiiadelphia, 

'Sir: 

* Permit us in the liame of the Society which we repre- 
ftent, to concur in the numerous congratulations which 
have been offered to you, since your accession to the guv- 
ernment of the United States. 

' For an account of our principles, we beg leave to re- 
fer ^ou to the pamphlet, which we have now the honor of 
puttmg into your hands. In this publication it will appear, 
that the peculiar doctrine which we hold is not less meiid- 
ijT to the order and happiness of society, than it is essen- 
tial to th^ perfection of the Deity. It is a singular cir- 
cumstance in the history of this doctrine, that it has been 
preached and defended in every age since the first pro- 
mulgation of the Gospel; but we represent the first society, 
processing this doctrine, that have formed themselves into 
an independent church. Posterity will hardly fail to eon- 
nei^ this memorable event, with the auspicious years of 
feace, LiBERTTy and free inouiry in the United St&tes 
. which distinguished the administration of Gekeral 
WAfi»i2r«tToir« 

< We join, thus publicly, with our afTectionate fellow 
citizens, in thanks to Almighty God, for the last of his 
numerous signal acts of goodness to our country, in pre* 
serving your valuable liio, in a late dangeron? indisposi-^ 
tion, and we assure you, Sir that duty will not prompt as, 
more than affection, to pray that you may long continue 
tho support and ornament of oUr country, and that you 
may hereafter fill a higher station, and enjoy the greater 
reward of being a king and priest to our God. . 

* Signed in behalf, and by order of the convention. 
* John Murray 
< William Euoeke Imlbt 



Prksipent's Revlt 

* To &e Cotmention of the Universmi Churthy hstehg 9^ 
sembled in Philadelphia. 

* Gentlemen: 
' I thank you, cordially, for the congratulations, which 
you offer on my epointment to the office I have the honor 
to hold in the government of the United States. 
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' It ghres me the most sensible pleiware to find, that, in 
otir nation, however different are the sentiments of citizens 
OB religions doctrines, they generally concur in one thing: 
for their political professions, and practices, are almost 
universally friendiv to the order and happiness of our 
civil institutions. 1 am also happy in finding thfs dispo- 
sition particuiarly evinced by your society. It is moreover 
my earnest desire, that the members of every association, 
or community, throughout the United States, may make 
Mich us* of the auspicious years of peace, liberty, and free 
inquiiy with which they are now favored, as they shall 
bereaner find occasion to rejoice for having done. 

'With great satisfaction, f embrace this opportunity, to 
express my acknowledgments for the mterest my afiee- 
tionate fellow citizens have taken in my recovery from a 
late ^langerOHS indisposition. And I assure you, Gentle- 
meo, thdt in inentioninff my obltgations for the effusiomi 
of year benevoletit wishes on my behalf, I feel animated 
widh new seal, that my conduct may ever be worthy of 
▼our good opinion, as well as such as shall, in every re- 
spect, best comport with the character tff an intelligent 
and Boeountahle being. 

« G. WASHINGTON.' 

ktik now, a large number of Mr. Murray's first friends 
an Glonoester were numbered with the dead. He had 
himaelf again become the head of a family. The times 
were oppressive, and he considered it his duty to provide 
for those of whom he had taken charge. The Boston! ans 
were solicitous to hail the preacher, as their settled pastor; 
and it was certain his usefulness would, in the metropolis, 
be more extensive. A partial separation from the Grlon- 
eesterians was, by mutual consent, effectuated, ft was 
bowever stipulated, that Mr. Murray should occasionally 
visit them, and that they should be allowed to command 
his presence, upon every distressing, or important exi- 
gence; and the distance being no more than an easy ride 
of a few hours, the adjustment was accomplished without 
nnuch difficulty. Yet did the preacher continue dissatis- 
fied, until the establishment of his successor, in the midst 
of hisiona: loved, and early friends. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Jones, a native of Wales, 
whom he had induced, by his representations, to onire 
with him hi his American mission, is a gentleman of greet 
i-espectability, of the purest morals, and high in the ranke 
MTintegrlty. Mr. Jones was e.'lucated at the college, e»- 
tftblkiiedby the Countess of Huntington; in wtploii een- 
31 
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jBiextott he continued^ until his attachment to the doctriiiet 
of the gospel, in their most unlimited import, became the 
signal for his exclusion. The installation of Mr. Jones, 
in Gloucester, gladdened the heart of the philanthropic 
preacher, and his satisfaction was complete. The Glou- 
cesterians love and resjgect their pastor and, their una- 
nimity is unbroken. They have erected a new and 
elegant house of worship. In Salem also, and in Ports- 
mouth and Charlestown, in New York, and in Philadel- 
phia, commodious buildings are reared to the honor of 
God our Saviour. 

On Wednesday, 23d of October, 1793, the installation 
of Mr. Murray, took place in the Universal Meeting-house 
in Boston; the Presiding Deacon, addressed the church 
and congregation : 

' Brethren, it having pleased the Father of mercies to 
unite in bonds of Christian love and affection the hearts 
of the people, usually worshipping in this place, in the 
choice of Mr. John Murray for their Pastor and Teacher 
We have accordingly assembled together, at this time 
«nd place, for the solemn pur|iose of ratifying here below, 
* what we humbly trust is already recorded in heaven. It 
is the dut^ of all men, at all times, and in all places, 
humblv to implore the direction of the great Head of the 
Church, in all their lawful undertakings.' (Then follow- 
ed an appropriate prayer by Mr. Murray.) AAer which, 
the Deacon demanded of the church and congregation, as 
they had heretofore expressed their desire, that Mr. Mur- 
ray should becoine their Pastor, and Teacher, if, at this 
time, they continued of that mind, they would publicly con- 
firm it, by vote — which u:asunanim<nu. ITe then requested 
JVfr. Murray's answer, which being given in the affirma- 
tive, he concluded his address: ' I, therefore, in the name 
and behalf of this church and congregation — mpported 
iy the eoTuHtution of this eommanweiuih, declare yovt^ 
John Murray, to be the Pastor and Teacher of this First 
Universal Church in Boston ; add in their name I present 
onto you the Sacred Volume, as the rule of your faith 
and practice, and as containing a perfect and complete 
revelation of the perfections and will of God: and I fur- 
thermore declare unto you, that so long as you continue to 
preach the gospel, as delineated in these sacred pages, which 
Mglad tidings of great joy to every creature* as the purchase 
9f the blood of Immanuel, so long you shall be eonaidered 
as our Pastor j and no longer. And now, dearly beloved 
Sir, «/ ehm-ge thee, therefore, before God and the Lord 
Juui Ckn$t, vfhoshaU judge the quick and the dead ai 
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His J^earing, and HU Kingdom; to Preach the Word, 
he insUmi in Season, out of Season; Reprove, Rebuke, 
Exhort, with all long SuffeHng, and Doctrine, In aU 
things showing thyself a Pattern of Good Works: In 
Doctrine showing Lneorruptness, Gravity, Sincerity, 
Sound Speech that cannot be condemned; that he that is 
of the contrary part, may be ashamed, having no Evil 
thing to say of you. A Workman that needeth not to be 
Ashamed, Rtghtly Dividing the word of Trw/A.' And 
now, sir, commending you with the Church and Congre- 
gation, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you Over- 
seer, to the care and protection of Him ' that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood,' earnestly be- 
seeching Him to build us all up in unity of the One 
Spirit, and in the bond of peace. Now unto Him who 
is abundantly able to perform all these things for us, and 
to present us all faultless before the throne of an Infi- 
nite Majesty, be all honor, glory, dominion and power, 
throughout the ages of time, and a wasteless eternity. 
Amen.' 

Mr. Murray's reply was animated and replete with af- 
fection; after which, a hymn was performed by the choir * 
of sin^rs, accompanied by the organ. Next, an excel- 
lent discourse bv Mr Murray, froi;n 1 Cor. ix, 14: *For 
Though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: 
for necessity is laid upon me; yea woe is unto me if I preach 
not the GospeU A collection for the distressed inhabit- 
ants of Philadelphia succeeded the sermon, and an an- 
them suited to the solemnities of the occasion was most 
admirably chanted. The whole was conducted with strict 
decorum, to the satisfaction of a very numerous, res][»ect- 
able, and attentive audience. 

Perhaps no congregation were ever more unanimous, 
and more perfectly satisfied with the pastor of their elec- 
tion, than were the people worshipping in the Church in 
Bennet-Street ; and perhaps no minister was ever more 
unfeignedly attached to the people of his charge, than 
was the long-wandering preacner. Both the minister and 
congregation might truly be said to worship the Most 
High in the beauty of holiness. The ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper was administered agreeably to thi^ir ideas 
of its genuine import. Parents brought their children in- 
to the great congregation, standing in the broad aisle, in 
the presence or the worshippers of God ; the father re- 
ceived the babe from the hands of the mother, and pre* 
tented it to the servant of God ; who, deriving his author- 
ity for this practice from the example of his Redeemer, 
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wbo ^ajrv. ' suffer little chiMren to come unto me,' Ice. 

&.C., proaouaced aloud the name of the . child, aod receir- 
ed it as a member oC the mystical body of hhuy who is 
the secood Adam, the Redeemer of men. How often has 
bis paternal heart throbbed with rapture, as he has most 
devoutly repeated, *■ We dedicate thee to Him^ to wAom 
thou properly belongest, to be baptized with his own bap* 
tianiy in the name of the Fathr,r, and of the Son^ and of 
the Holy Ghost ; and we pronounce upon thee thai blest" 
ing, which He commanded -his ministers^ Mosts^ .iaron, 
and his SonSy to pronounce upon, his people, sayvig. The 
Lord bless thee, and keep thee; The Lord cause His face 
to shine upon thee, ana be gracious unto thee; The Cord 
lift up His countenance upon thee, and give tliee peace.^* 

The preacher, however, never surrendered the f»ersutt- 
»ion, that he was sent out to preach the gospel, aad bis 
visits to his far distant friends were frequently repeated; 
yet these visits were always made by the assenting voice 

' of the society, and he regarded every individual, congrega- 
ted under his directing auspices, as in an essential and sol- 

/emo sense, his children. A gentleman, attending in tie 
church in jSennet-street, addressing IVf r Murray by letter, 

. thus observes : ' I was very much pleased at your meeting; 
the orderly, res«]ieQtable, and serious demeanor of your so- 
ciety ; their silent and fixed attention upon you^ penetrated 
me with se^itimeuts of attachment and satisfact^pn, and 1 
forbore not to invoke the providence of God, that no fro- 
ward, or adverse spirit, should interrupt the harmony which 
DOW so evidently subsists between you.' 

Yes, it is indeed true, that Mr. Murray concidered the 
interest of the people of his charge as his own. Most 
fondly did he cherish, and perseveringly did he seek, by 
every possible means, to advance their reputation. He 
sympaihized with the afflicted, and largely partook their 
sorrows ; while, so often as the course of events broushl 
joy to their bosoms, his eye beamed gladness, and his 
tongue exulted to dwell upon facts, which illumined the 
hours of his protracted pilgrimage. His voice, a^ the bed 
of death, was the herald of consolation. Are there not 
uncoMPted numbers, still passing on, in this vale of tears, 
who, while attending upon their expiring relatives, have 
witnessed the divine enects emanating from the luminous 
understanding of the preacher, and lighting up a blissful 
smile of anticipated felicity, amid the agonies of dissolving 
nature. To the aged he delighted to adniinister consola- 
tion; his presence gave a face of cheerfulness to those 
fecial hoMiTs, which the numerous classes, with whom he 
♦ Note — See page $19. 
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mingled, were wont to appropriate to enjoyment. Chil- 
dren lisped with infantile transport the name of the phi* 
lanthropic preacher, and they were even eloquent in ex- 
pressions of unfeigned attachment. The pleasures of 
young people, if under the dominion of innocence, wer« 
uniformly sanctioned by their preacher; and his appear- 
ance in well-regulated circles of hilarity, so far from 
clouding, was always considered as the harbinger of high- 
wrought entertainment. If we except a single instance, 
wo do not know, that, through a Heries of revolving years, 
the harmony subsisting between the minister and his con- 
erej^ation, suffered either interruption or diminution 
This instance originated in political pertinacity. Party 
spirit occasionally ran very high; and federal and demo- 
cratic leaders were among the adherents of Mr. Murray. 
A July Oration was to be delivered; much invidious dis- 
quisition was afloat; but it is fruitless to delineate; suffice . 
it to say, that this oration, and its consequences, werv 
pregnant with anguish to an oft-stricken heart; but bless 
ed be God, the threatening aspect of affairs, which seem- 
ed to gather darkness, was soon dispersed, and the sun of 
righteousness seemed to break forth, with renewed splen 
dor. Nor is it wonderful, that transient animosities exist- 
ed; it is rather astonishing they were not more frequent. 
It was truly affecting, it was beautiful, and eminently 
consolatory, to behold persons of the warmest feelings, 
and strongest prejudices, depositing every dissenting, ev- 
ery foreign sentiment, at the toot of the cross, meetings 
and mingling souls, and emphatically, although tacitly, 
saving to every minor consideration, 'Tarry ye here, 
w^ile we go up to worship.' 

Too soon have the years of felicity fled away. They 
rise to view like the vision of some blissful era, which we 
have imagined^ not realized. Suddenly we were aroused 
from our dream of security; the torpid hand of palsy 
blighted our dearest hopes; the Preacher, the Head, the 
Husband, the Father, was in a moment precipitated from 
a state of high health, and prostrated beneath the tremen- 
dous stroke of the fell destroyer. 
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CHAPTER Fill. 

Ueemrd emtmued/rom October, 1309, to Septemhet^ 1811, 
including the closing scene. 

Portentously the dense, dark cloud arose ; 
lK)ng was the nigh^, surcharged with clustering woes; 
But; blest Religion, rcbed in spotless white; 
' With torch of faith, pointing to realms of light. 
Marched splendid on j wide o'iT the brightening waj, 
X^eading the saix^ to never-ending day. 

It was upon the mneteenth day of October, one thou* 
sand eight hundred and nine, that the fatal blow was giv- 
«iD to a life so valuable, so greatly endeared, so truly pre- 
cious; but, although the corporeal powers of the loog 
acti^ve preacher became so far useless, as to render him as 
M|iless as a new-born babe; although he was indeed a 
complete cripple, yet the saint still lingered; was still de- 
tained by the all-wise decree of the Most High, a prisoner 
in Us clay-built tenement, nor did his complete beatifica- 
tion :take .place until the Sabbath morning of September 
$d, lacking only a few days of six complete years. Tet 
was his patience, so far as we have known, unexampled. 
No murmur against the inflictions of Heaven escaped his 
lips; praises of his paternal Creator were still found upon 
his tongue, and the goodness of his God continued his en- 
during theme. Unwavering in his testimony, he repeat- 
edly, and most devoutly, said: * No man on earth is under 
so many obligaiions to Almighty God as myself; yes, I 
. will adore the ^reat source ot* Being so long as I shall ex- 
ist, and eveiT mculty of my soul shall bless my redeeming 
Creator.' let, it is true, that when the once cheerful 
subbmth hells vibrated upon his ear, he would frequently 
lift towards heaven a humid eye, and mournfully articu- 
late: 'Alas! alas! it is not with me as heretofore, when 
I could 'hear ttbe itribes devoutly say, 'Up, Israel, to the 
temple haste, and keep this festal day:' Soon, howev^, 
kis mind .was hushed to peace, by calm and lirm confi- 
dence in his God, and he would add*— ^ Well, >wett, w?ben 
/ awake in thy likeness, I shall be satisjied. We are asleep 
in the present state; we are asleep in the likeness of the 
earthy man; all our uneasy sensations are unpleasant 
dreams. Pleasures, derived froiii mere terrestrial enjoy- 
ments, detached from intellect, are also dreams, and, like 
t^e baseless fabric of a vision shall not leave avpreck be- 
hind. But if my life have been a continued sleep, and 
the greater part of my pains, and pleasures, dreams; yet, 
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^tdhile this deep sleep lias been upon me, the JilnUghty hath 
instructed me; yes^ blessed be His name, the roof of 11^ 
tH^uth,is as the l^e»twine,wkichgoeth down sweetly,, eausitug 
the lius ofjhose who are asleep to speak. .0! for more qf 
this pfist wi/ie, that i^jf lips vf^y showfprth Us Jfraif^y Jthaf 
I ma^ 4rt'^A a%d jorj^et jaljL sorrow J* 

Tlius wtM$ ,tti,e teaur li^' bis wi^d aether a)\y acquiescenl;* 
and hi;} iijapatieiice to vjeij^o^ wa^ lreqi,ieouy ^ubdMed, by 
anoparauy,e cuuvictipn qFifee ^oyereigi^ widdojm, as weU 
as paternaji love of P,eity. fiU bible was his coastant 
coijpimjEUon. Seated Jlity tii« afiecMoiiate assistaut, in his 
easy chtMr, ai;id the bpoj^ of Qoiji opeued before hitu, th|B 
inao of patience, diM-ing ^ix succeieding years, passed the 
loag summer morjgiiqi^sTrg^i tfie sj^'s t^^ly beams, in exan^- 
ining and rer>;^aniimn^ the WII.L. OF iU9 j^uoust Faitj^ibii. 
He had, througjti a lojgi^ U^, ^ea cooverfiaat w^th a v»- 
rjeity of J^ngli^ih aujl,hoLrs. P;oiets, dimp[jatic writers, essay- 
ists, and hJ:itorians, iwere fo^iiiliar to him; he took great 
delight in perusing Cbem; but, trav«)liug through ^ose 
multiplied page.<, ui^ight be termed ki^ excursions, while 
the sacred vo)uj,iie was his imtjelljcctuax. homs. Many 
hours in every day wene devote4 to the a^teotivi} perusal 
of the scriptures, and yet his sentiments were iinvarjed; 
not a single feature Qf the system, he hadsoloag advoca^ 
ted, was changed. 

Mr. Murray was fond of calling hiraaelf the Lord's 
prisoner; and he would add, I am, by consequence, a 
prisoner of hope. During his coniinemcDt many respect- 
able gentlemen, clergymen in Boston, visited him. One Qr 
two repeated their visits, and they apparently regarded the 
DOW white-haired servant of God with kindness and respect. 
9ne clergyman questioned him respecting his then pres- 
ent views, wishing to be ascertained if his faith were still 
in exercise, if he were willing to depart, < O yes, yes, yes/ 
exclaimed the long-illumined christian, ' the glorious mani- 
festations of divine love still brighten upon me. Right 
precious to my soul are the promises, the oath of Jeho- 
vah; and, sir, so far from shrinking from my approach- 
ing change, my only struggle is for patience to abide, un- 
til the time appointed for my emancipation. I would cul^ 
tivate a humble, child-like resignation; but hope deferred, 
doth indeed too often make the heart sick.' Another gen- 
tleman congratulated him on his apparent convalescence.—- 
*Oh! sir,' be returned, Uhe voice of gladness suits not irqr 
present feelings; it is, as if, when I believed, I vvas voyag* 
ing to my native shores, where health, happiness, a^rl 
^pem99■i^adt9d mci, boroe onwards by g^e^ t£^ HMMt |ir9" 
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pitious, and supposing myself almost in the moment of 
obtaining the long desired haven, when suddenly driven 
back by same adverse circumstance^ instead of being 
soothed by condolence, I aiii pierced to the soul by the dis- 
cordant sounds of felicitations.' Yet, we repeat, the rt« 
vered teacher was in general astonishingly patient, resign* 
ed, an>' even cheerful. He was frequently, heard to say, 
that he had experienced, in the course of his ooufinement, 
more of the abundant goodness of his God, than through 
the whole of his preceding life; and those, most conver- 
gant with him, could not forbear observing, that the pro- 
tracted period which would in prospect have risen to the 
eye with a most melancholy, if not terrific aspect, taken 
as a whole, exhibited the saint more equal, calm, and dig- 
nified, than any other six years of his existence. ^ A re- 
spectable gentleman, not of his persuasion, but candid 
and benign, remarked, that his character was elevated to 
no common height; that his uncomplaining endurance of 
Buffering, and the unwavering steadfastness of his faith, 
had stamped his testimony with the seal of integrity, and 
gave that confirmation to his confidence in his own views 
of sacred writ, which could not fail of rejoicing the hearts 
of his adherents. 

The chamber of adversity was occasionally illuminec 
by the presence of k few fast friends; and one sympathiz- 
ing, kiiKl-hearted, anectionate brother, was so uniform in 
bis appearance, with the close of every week, that we 
might almost have designated the day, and the hour of the 
evening, by his approaches. Nor was the demise of his 
teacher the period of his kindness; his countenance, his 
aid, his commisseration, his society, are still loaned to the 
^solitary, the bereaved family. Dear faithful man! May 
the rich blessings of Almighty God rest upon thee and 
thine, until thou hast finished thy mortal career, and roay- 
est thou, in the regions of blessedness, renew, with thy be- 
loved teacher, that friendship which, while tenanted in 
clay, thou hast so well known to appreciate. 

To three other gentlemen, devoted adherents to the la- 
mented deceased, warm acknowledgments are, also, most 
righteously due. Their kind, and still continued atten- 
- tions, are gratifying proof of their attachment to him, who 
^was so dear to them, and gratitude hath, with mournful 
alacrity, reared her altars in the bosoms of the widow, and 
the fatherless. 

Some strange occurrences were noted, which filled ths 
heart of the venerable man of God with sorrow, unuttef 
wJble sorrow; Every thing seemed to point homeward tp 



thp /»ky» afi4 upp9 Lprd'0 |l»y morojof > August Itifeaiy 
4^veutb, PQ« t^MUsaq4 <$igb.t hundred and fiiteen. fi( four 
o'cU)cJc, an especial s^nimo/is vy^s despatched by the Mo#t 
|ligl», to recall k'i9 Ipng-tried servapt; but aJas! we did not 
reci^oize the iHe^euger; we rather belieyed, th^t the cif- 
cuaiatanx^e^, which marl&ed the acl^r^owledged cfaaifg^y 
would look with a friendly aspect upoipi the heaUh of the 
beloved mao, during jthe succeeding autumn and wloter; 
but the honored sufferer hiinself, apparently bjett^r ii>- 
Coniiedy anticipatin^ly observed — * Who kpows, perhaps 
the liberating hour is at hand;' and his feelings were al- 
ways elated or depressed, in exact proportion as t\m nio- 
inent of bis departure seemed to advance or recede. The 
progress of the new disease was astonishinffl)' rapid. A 
physician was su nunonod, who pernnitted the induigenoe 
of hope. On Tuesday, 3dth, bis complaints evidently 
abated, insoniBch, that wbtie the features of his strongly 
-BMjrked fiice expressed the deepest mortifieatioa, he trem- 
ulousiy exciaiiiied, * Am 1 then once more tbrown b;ick, 
Ibe melancholy subject of alternate hope and fear?' Oa 
Wednesday, every symptom increased, he obtained little 
«#Bt, and hope manifestly triumphed in his bosom. Anoth- 
er ^ysician was called ia, whose doubtful answers to 
proposed questions created much alarm. He seemed to 
consider nalure as surrencjering her offices, in the course , 
of Thursday, 31 St, he repeat^ly and earnestly said, <I' 
cannot be sufficieotly thankful to God, my Saviour, that 
1 Kuffier no pain, either of body or mind.' To a younff 
and tenderly interested friend, be smilingly observed, < I 
am hastening throuffh the valley of the shadow of death; 
I am about to ouit tnis djistempered state; yet a little mo- 
ment and 1 shall |be received Into the city of the living 
Crod, wi-i^ the innumerable company of the apostles, and 
spirits of just men made perfect, and I shall continue for- 
ey^r in ^he presence of my divine Master.* 

His fatnify solicited his 'Messling. * You are Messed/ 
be repKed, ^yo\x are blessed with all spiritual blessines in 
Christ lesus; and, remember,' he a<Med, fixing bis dying 
eyes upou them, * remeoiber, that, however, tned In this 
worio, there is another and a better state of things; and 
'^hat, 9f though pierced in this vale of tears by the arrows 
pf unl^ndnlss and ingratiti^de, there is One who lovcth 
you, w^th ao ^veriasung love, and who wiH never leave 
you iior fbrsake you.* 

On Friday morning, September 1st, some expresslont 

Eve positive proof of his samty; but as the day advanced, 
I derangement was supposed unquestionalde, and from 
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this hour, undl Saturday evening, a little after sunset, Im 
continued, wfth few intervals, incoherently repeating th€ 
' most condolatory passages in the book of God. Hi« righ« 
hand was constantly in motion, and when any one ap- 
proached, whatever might be the question, the answer 
was ready. * To Him,' said the expiring christiaoj 
* shall iht gathering of the people be, and tiis rest shall kt 
glorious, glorious, glorious, t am blessed with all t*piritual 
blessings, in Christ Jesus. Nor I alone, Christ Jbsui 
hath tasted death for every man,' &c. &c. These God 
honoring, man-restoring truths, were audibly ^rticulatedj 
while voice and strength continued; and when speaking 
only in a whisper, to the listening ear applied to his moving 
lips, it was ascertained that the same consolatory assurances 
still dwelt upon his ton^e. Was this delirium? or, if it 
were, was it not a delirium irradiated by the powerful in* 
fluenceof redeeming love? Did not the lununous truths, 
upon which the noble, the capacious mind, had so long re- 
posed, beam refulgent over the scattering frafftneots, then 
dissolving, which had for a term of more than sevenqr 
years, embodied the immortal tenant? 

Almost immediately after sunset, on Saturday evening, 
he ceased to speak; his ri^ht hand no longer waved, and he 
continued in the same position, in which the enduring kind- 
ness of his faithful assistant had placed him, until six o'clock, 
Lord's-day morning, September third, one thousand eight 
hundred and fiAeen; when, without a sigh, or a strutfjgle, or 
a single distortion of countenance, he expired. Iijs long 
imprisoned spirit escaped to the God who gave it. 

It did not appear, through the whole of Fridi^ and Sat- 
urday, that he suffered the least pain except when an at- 
tempt was made to move him. His breath grew shorter, 
and shorter like the sweet sleep of a tired infant, until it 
could no more be distinguished. He departed this life in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age. 

Sacred be the scene which immediately succeeded. We 
do not wish — we attempt not to lift the veil: but we exult 
in the conviction, that we shall ere long, follow the eman- 
cipated spirit to the abodes of blessedness. 

I'he interment could be deferred only until Monday 
evening, September 4th. The ebbing attachment of cer- 
tain individuals now reverted to ite pristine channel. 
Funeral honors vfere promtly and tmanimously decreed. 
The children of the society, distinguished by a badee of 
.. mourning, preceded the body; along solemn, well ordered 
and respectable procession followed the train of mourners; 
private carriages were added to those appointed by the 
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society ; the body was deposited upon stands in the aisl« 
of the churcii ; tne pulpit and galleries were hung with 
black; religious exercises were performed; when it was 
entonibed with the ashes of those to whom he had been 
fondly attached. Every thing, which immediately referred 
to the sacred, the individual remains of the deceased, was 
liberally provided by the religious adherents of the pro- 
mulgator, and the arrears which wotUd have been due to 
the wuily, had the vote of March, 1815, been similar* to 
that of March 1814» were paid to a single farthing. 



CHAPTER IX 

Conehuiotu 
* And now the feTerish dream of life is o'er.* 

1L4D we talents, we would exhibit a portrait of the 
deceased: But, besides, that we feel ourselves inadequate 
to a task so arduous, we are not perfectly convinced of 
its proprie^. Friendship might be too warm, and admi- 
ration too lavish. His colleague has been his eulogist, 
and no friend of the deceased will pronounce the 
panegyric an exaggeration. Perhaps it does not contain 
a more just, or a more happy paragraph than the follow- 
ing: * Without a second to aid Atm, you saw him pas$ 
ai4mg these shores from Maryland to New Hampshire^ 
like the lonely Pelican 0/ the xoildemess, publishing ai 
with the voice ofanangely the tidings of everlasting Itfe to 
the whole worlds in the name, and through the mission of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.* 

It has been said that persuasion dwelt upon the lips of 
our philanthropist. The pages of recollection furnish 
many instances of his powerful, and soul-subduine elo- 
quence. We are impelled to select, from the lading 
record, two facts which are well authenticated: — 

A London mob had assembled in ^reat force, with the 
most destructive and murderous designs. Time-honored 
edifices were to be demolished, and the weapons of death to 
be pointed at the most valuable lives. This scene of riot was 
exhibited during the troubles relative to Mr. Wilkes; all was 
tumult and tremendous uproar; an attempt at reasoning 
was stifled by outrageous clamor; the efforts of peace 
oflTicers were fruitless, and the military was on the point 
of being called into action, when Mr. Murray^ returning 
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[rom some religious meeting to his peaceful hoih«, (biiiid 
limseir in the midst of the infuriated rioters, and instftntly 
jxiounting a stand, which opportunely presented, he har- 
ran^ued the lawless multitude ; and by soothing their 
prejudices, addressing their passions, and pointing oat the 
only legitimate steps for the purpose of obtaining redress, 
he first obtained silence, next softened and ameliorated 
their passions, and finally dispersed ivithout mischief a most 
enraged populace. A nobleman, seizing him by the liand, 
impressively said, ' Young man, I thank yoti; I am ignorant 
of your name, but I bear testimony to your wonderful abili- 
ties. By your exertions, much blood and treasure have this 
night been saved.' 

The second instance which Wh ptelsent is nearer home. 
A motion was made in the legislature of a sister state, then 
province, to raise a sum of money for the relief of the Bos- 
tonians, suffering from the severe decrees of a British min- 
istry. Mr. Murray attended the debates; the motion was 
seconded, and supported, with spirit and judgment, and it 
was opposed with some violence, and little reason. It ivas 
fut to vote, and lost by a majority of twelve persons; Mr. 
Murray's particular adherents voting against it. It hap- 
pened he was, on that day to dinfe at the house of a Doctor 

B , one of the triumphant majority, with seVerid 

gentlemen on the same side of the question, when his pow- 
erful animadversions, and reasoning upon the sohject, 
wrought so great a revolution, as to produce a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote, and the motion for succoring the Boston!- 
ans, passed by a majority of nine perk^ns. 

Mr. Murray has been accused of licentious opinions add 
practices. His letters to his friends would fill many Vol- 
umes; addressed to the private ear of those he best loved, 
they ought to decide upon his opinions; and, for his life, 
perhaps no man of abilities so stinted was ever a greater 
blessing to mankind. We indulge ourselves with giving 
one letter, written to the son of a most intimate friend :~ 

* You are placed at school for two purposes: the im- 
provement of your understanding, and the formation of vir 
tuous principles. It cannot be doubted that the iniprbve- 
ment of the heart is esteemed by those to whom you are 
most dear, beyond the most cultivated intellect. Ft is your 
business to unite these estimable objects, your heart and 
understanding should be emulous in pursuit of excellence. 
£thics, improved and elevated by the christian religion, be- 
come the guides to real wisdom and solid happiness; these 
they couldnever have attained in the schools of heaihen 
philosophy. It is not expected that you should thus early 



be engaged in the profooad disquiritions of theologj. Th« 
plain doctrines of the religion, which it is hoped you will 
prufesii, have been explained to you; but the principal bu* 
siness is to open your heart for the reception of those sen- 
timents and pri net pies, which will conduce to the direction 
of your actions, in the employments and engagements of 
your subsequent life. Permit me^ however, to remind you 
of the necessity of reading the scriptures, that is, of drinking 
the sacred waters at the fountain head. But, to read the 
scriptures with advantage, judgment is necessary, and a4 
your judgment is not yet matured, you must submit to th» 
direction of your instructors. The plainest, and most per** 
spicuous passages will, for the present, best deserve and re- 
ward your aUention. The historical parts of the Old Tea* 
lament will entertain you, if you consider them only in a 
classical point of view, as valuable passages of ancient his- 
tory; but 1 would call your attention more immediately to 
the books which are most replete with nun^ instruction, 
such as the Proverbs of Solomon, the Wisdom of the Son 
«f Sirach, and the admirable book entitled, i^desiasticus. 
I trust the time will come, when the prophecies will most 
pleasingly instruct you; at present you will peruse them 
for the poetical beauties, which^ they confessedly display. 
Isaiah abounds with fine passages of this description, and 
Jeremiah is by no means deficient in this line. iTou have 
no doubt read Pope's Messiah, and could not but have 
observed, that its most pleasing imagery is seleeted from 
Isaiah. !f you read the Old Testament with a taste for its 
beauties, you will accomplish two important purposes; you 
will acquire a knowledge of the Holy Bible, which U your 
duty, and you will improve your taste and judgmenL The 
New Testament requires the attention of every one, who 
professes himself a christian. You must read it with that 
huniility, which becomes a finite being, but more particular- 
ly a young person; you will do well to pay especial at- 
tention to the sermon on the Mount, and to that admirable 
epitome of all moral philosophy, the rule of doing to 

OTHERS, AS WE WOULD THXT SHOULD 00 UNTO US. If yOU 

pay due obedience to this precept, you will never hesitato 
in determining what part you are, upon every o(icasion, to 
act. It is proper you should familiarize your mind to the 
language of scripture; although you inay not fully com- 
prehend the sacred writings, you will thus treasure up in 
your memory many useful passages, which may become in 
future highly consolatory. An early acq^uaintance with the 
letter of the old and new testaments, has been found sub- 
•taotial props through lengthening years; but all this, my 

4m 
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dear youi^ friend, will avail but little, unless you add 
thereto prayer and praise. Make it th<^refore a rule, never 
to be violated, to pray night and morning. The Redeemer, 
while clothed in humanity, earnestly and fervently address- 
ed the Deity; forget not, therefore, to offer your piivate 
addresses to the Father of your spirit, at retiring to rest, 
and with the early dawn. Your age is the age ot inadver- 
tance; you enjoy health, and you are a stranger to the 
cares of the world. Cheerfulness does indeed become you, 
but let me pray you to consider the value of time, and the 
importance of appropriating it to wisdom. Consider your 
parents; the anxiety they experience upon your account* 
most ardently do they desire your improvement. Laudablj 
ambitious, they are solicitous that you should be emi 
ncnt, in whatever profession or employment you may be 
destined to engage. To see you contemptible, would fill 
them with the extreme of anguish; and, trust me, nothing 
will rescue you from contempt, but individual merit, a good 
disposition, adorned by literature, and embellished by the 
lighter accomplishments, and especially elevated by Chris- 
tianity. Your parents have labored indefatigably, to pro- 
mote you; but it remains with yourself to give success to 
their endeavors. The mind is not like a vessel, into which 
we may pour any good quality, whatever the director nuiy 
shcose; it is rather like a plant, which, by the operation of 
its own intemal powers, imbibes the nutriment afforded by 
the earth. I repeat; it is certain, that instructers can serve 
you only in conjunction with your own efforts. Let roe 
then entreat you to exert yourself, if you have any regard 
for those parents, whose happiness so much depends upon 
your conduct; if you have any regard for your own honor, 
felicity, and prosperity; if you hope to be useful, and re^ 
pected in society. 

< Always consider me as your friend and servant, 
JOHN MURRAY.' 
If the testimony of respectable contemporaries; of men 
who disdained flattery, and whose judgment was unques- 
tionable; who delighted to address our departed friend in 
the strains of panegyric — if these vouchers were permitted 
to decide in his favar, we could produce a cloud of witness* 
es.. We content ourselves with a few extracts, from the 
many letters which might be produced. General Greene 
thus writes: < You may remember, I promised you a letter 
at the close of every campaign. Had I the tongue of a 
Murray to proclaim, or the pen of a Robertson to record, 
the occurrences of this campaign should be delineated to 
the honor of America. The Monmouth battle, and the ao- 
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don upon Rhode-Island, were no small triumphs to us, who 
had so often been necessitated to turn our backs. To he- 
boid our fellows, chasing the British off the field of battle, 
Afibrded a pleasure, which you can better conceive, than I 
describe. If, niy deajr Murray, 1 had before been an unbe- 
liever, I have had sufficient evidence of the intervention of 
Divine Providence, to reclaim me from infidelity: my 
heart, I do assure you, overflows with gratitude to Him, 
whose arm is mightier than all the Princes of the earth. 
In the midst of difficulties, and I have encountered many, 
my heart reverts to you; were you addressing me from the 
pulpit, you could convince me that considering the world 
to which i am hastening, 1 have not the least cause of com- 
plaint — I sigh for an opportunity of listening to the music 
of your voice. 

' Are you and the priests upon any better terms? Or 
are they as mad with you as ever? Well, go on, and pros- 
per, and may God bless you to the end of the chapter.' 
Again, General Greene writes: *It is, my dear sir, a long 
t^me since you and I have had a friendly meeting. God only 
knows when we shall be thus blest. It is impossible for me 
to give you an adequate idea of the distress of the once 
happy people of New Jersey; I know your fancy is lively, 
and your genius fertile; give your faculties iiill scope, in 
drawing a picture, and it will still fall far short of the origi- 
nal. How greatly would you be pained were you present; 
you who sympathize with every thing in distress, and feel 
and share the miseries of all around you. Oh, my dear 
friend, may God preserve you from such complicated dis- 
tress. Soon after you left me upon Long Island, I was 
seized with a violent fit of sickness; my restoration was un- 
expected, but my health is now confirmed. Oh what would 
I give for a few hours uninterrupted conversation with our 
dear Murray. I beseech you to visit Mrs. Greene in Coven- 
try.' One more extract from the letters of General Greene 
shall'suffice. ' Once more, on the close of the campaign, I 
am to announce to my very dear friend, that I am still an 
inhabitant of this globe. We have had a hard and bloody 
campaign, yet we ought rather to dwell upon the mercieg 
we have received, than to repine because they are not great- 
er. But man is a thankless creature : yet you, dear Murray, 
know, that the mercies of God are happily proportioned to 
our weakness. Retired to winter quarters, the social patH 
sions once more kindled into life. Love and friendship 
triumph over the heart, and the sweet pleasure of domestic 
jiappiness, call to remembrance my once happy circle of 
friends^ in which you, my dear Sir, appear in the first rank 
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My friendship for you is indeed of the warmest description. 

My aUacbmeat was oot hastily formed, and it will not easily 
be relinquished. I early admired your talents; your mor- 
als have earned my esteem; and neither distance nor cir- 
cumstances will diminish my affection.' 

The subjoined extracts are from letters written by a 
gentleman of high respectability, in the mercantile, litera- 
ry, and christian world. The iirst extract is from a letter, 
soliciting a visit from the preacher. 

* The grand the glorious expedition, in which you are 
engaged, to disseminate truth, and knowledge; the assur- 
ances we can give you how little is known here, and how 
eagerly it is wished, that the ways of God to man should be 
msfde manifest, will, I trust induce you to make an exer- 
tion in our behalf. My ardent prayer is for your life, and ' 
health. The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few; yet I trust in God, that the beams of light will irradi- 
ate this benighted world, and that he will accelerate that 
eternal day, when the Son shall give up the kingdom to 
the Father, and God shall be all in all.' 

You solicit me to write; my writing can afford you no 
novelty, for what inteilectual ground is there that you have 
not trod or that I can mark oiit^ which you have not be- 
fore observed. I am wearied with reiterated reflection, 
and I pant for that sky, where I/may range without con- 
finement. The simp4e truths of the gospel please me much. 
I rest in confidence that Christ died for lue, rose again for 
my justification, and will make me completely blessed; that 
I am essentially united to, and a part of that nature, which 
pervades all space, arid a spark of that fire, that shall es- 
cape to heaven, its native seat. I recollect your preach- 
ing with pleasure, and I bless God for the light -he has been 
pleased to convey to my mind, through your insu*umentali- 
ty; may your labors be blessed with success; but I predict 
the g€nwi7%e gmpel Movers will be but few. Poor man! 
you must stancl singly opposed, without human aid: be 

r^rsuaded that theconfiict will be inferior to your strength, 
really despise the world, for their treatment of you; but 
you know who says, * Be of good eheer I have overcome the 
Hforld,* What mildness was there in the majesty of the 
person of the Redeemer! He could have been no other 
than the Deity, enrolled in a mantle of flesh. I venerate 
theliberal, tt^ magnanimous principles ol your i^eneral and 
yxmr colonel; and 1 love them for their friendship for you, 
and the estiTnation in which they hold you. It is so rara 
to meet with liberal and enlarged minds, that when I do, 
I exult at the discovery, and my soul leaps to embrar« 
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tbenu Should you have a vacant moment, yon will d« 
well to fill it, by writing to us your children.' 

Never my dear Murray j can I forget you, while mem- 
ory holds her seat in this benighted vale. The impre»- 
fiions are too lasting to be effac^. and so deeply are they 
marked together, that when the iueas of the great redemp- 
tion arise in ray mind, those of Relly and Murray, are in- 
seperable therefrom, as the mediums through' which sub- 
lime tri^h l>eamed upon ray soul. 1 am desirous of antici- 
pating that adult age, you so beautifully describe, when 
knowledge shall be conveyed, not by the obstructed tongue 
or tardy pen, but by intuition. But my dear Sir, you must 
wait till that expected day, before I can tell you how much 
1 esteem, how much I love you. Among a number of 
things you have taught me, I reckon it not the least, that 
the disposaiof human affairs is in the direction of a Being 
whose operations will always produce the best consequen*- 
ces. I, however, find it difficblt to suppress the indigna- 
tion I feel at the treatment you receive. What shall cure 
these distempered minds? what shall compose the tumult 
of their frenzy, or rouse their feverish repose? Not the 
skill of an Isaiah, nor the prayers of a Paul ; nothing short 
of<he prescription of the grand Physician, who is the Healer 
of the Nations, and the application of that tree, whose 
leaf is for medicine. My wishes for you in this case are 
vain; but 1 can never appreciate the aspirations of my 
heart; not that you may be exempt from the conflict, but 
that you may conquer, and you will conquer; your re- 
ward is above, secure from the rage of impotent man, and 
the invasion of the grand adversary of humaq nature.' 

' To be possessed of your confidence and friendship, 
would be flattering to me in the highest degree. My wish- 
es are to deserve both. You do indeed appear to me a eftosen 
one an elect sotd. Call these expressions extravagant, if 
you please, but they are as far short of what 1 feel, as lan- 
guage is inadequate to the expressions of the refined taste 
of the mind.' 

< Among the almost innumerable systems, respecting our 
nature, being, and our end, in which the world has been so 
perplexed j and have exposed themselves so variously, none 
claims so fair a title to truth as the one you promulgate. 
But the world have not so liberally attributed goodness to 
Deity. Our benignant religion developes the goodness^ of 
God in the enlightening sun, the fructifying rain, the 
cheering wine, and the nutritious bread; in short, in a 
thousand million examples, with which nature so liberally 
abounds. Indeed, we should seldom be unhappy, did wa 
22* 



flDolw eoMl«nj|gr jrealu^e the preseoce of a rodfeteming Gi«j. 
I admire the oai9dor«of your iriiofi, which is ever sfteppiaf 
Imrtii, aa the ^dvocale of your frteDcby although 1 taay occa* 
awn ally drop from that ^tand in ^our frioDdsUp, which it 
'iF4iiuld be my pride to main tain : it ia a perauaaioii, which 1 
•can never relinquish, that the wanderings of my heart may 
he reclaimed in an instatit. Your letters are under my pit* 
4ow; i bind- them io me as, phylacteries, and i attend velj 
watch for a moment of leisure, to acknowledge them. 
iMurray, should you pass out of time before me, I should 
experience some exquisitely painful sensations. O ! may 
you be for a long, long time to eome, kivtynerable to the 
shafts of disease; yet why should I wish to turn the dart, 
that will give you passport to a life of bliss and immortality t 
You who agonize at the present state of existence. No, 
let me neither accelerate, nor retard, even by a wish, that 
^eirtod of hunMOiity, but invoke our common Father that 
we may be strengthened by the way, and with faith and 
patience quietly wait the expected release.' 

< Your letter. My dear Murray, is like a great magazine, 
full of instruction and entertainment. Were I to attempt 
to give it due and just consideration, I should write a vol- 
ume, and probably not succeed at last. You say, and I be- 
lieve it, that we shiill be built up again upon a superior 
pi'inciple. The world is so involved in the wicked one, 
that I am really glad to iind any one willitig to allow the 
ge'odness of God, in any view; it is at least one step to- 
ward a just way of thinking. I pray you to be content 
with your present standing, you are too infirm to visit far 
from borne; where you speak, you are heard by many 
strangers, who enter your Capital, whom you know not, 
hut who hear and know you; so I think your station is 
i^early pointed out, to which you do well to adhere. I re- 
'gret exceedingly, that I cannot attend your expositions of 
the cerernomal Law, in which I understand you are engag- 
ed. Those laws are a deep and rich mine of instruction. 
The scriptures are One, like a great Epic; their action is 
Owe, the Restoration of a lost nature. The subordi- 
nate parts evidontly point to the great Heao and captain 
of our salivation. Go on, my dear Sir, and may you be 
the mejans pf biinging many sons to glory. Allow me to 
say, you ougiit to write more frequently; your diligence 
and activity are well known to me, but it seems Incumbent 
upon you to give to the world your explanations of the 
Hacred writings. Yes, 1 repeat, you would do well to be- 
litowsome portion of your time to record and elucidato 
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^fiiif PjBfMgM w<bi^, vfhf&a yon are gone, may speak Ibr 
/ou. Tfae event .of your death, however dreaded, niuM be 
met by tbe greater pant of your bearers, and, although 
tbey may bave remainijig to Aiera the sacred writings, yet 
you are aware, that a preacher is necessary. I have corn- 
ered you lo Botne of the general eiements of life, wboso 
good and salubrious existences are oot known, until they 

^ -are lost. I consider you employed in removing tbe scales 
from 4he darkened eye, fortifying tbe timid mind against tbe 
approaolriugilissoiution of nature, securing it from the blan- 
disbfiieats of delusion and leading it to arm against tbe 
terrors (^calamity and pain. I myself am indebted to you 
in hundreds of tostances for light, and most important in- 
fontiation. I need not repeat my best wishes to you; they 
|>reeeat ihemseives to me in fu^l, whenever your memory 

, occurs to me. I feel that it is hereaAer, when you and I 
ane Hberated, that I shall derive a part of my happiness 
from tbe perfection of your friendship. May the least and 
lightest pains infest you here; this is the utmost a mortal 
dare wish, or request.' 

* Yes, my dear Sir, I am now sensiUe of the value of ex- 
istence; and the insurance of immortality has become my 
greatest bappiness. Tbe time was, when, to my senoua 
moments, immortality appeared garbed in horror; many 
a time have I wished I had never been born; but, blessed 
obange, I can now perceive that light, which shined in me, 
«ven then, — although my darkness comprehended it not; but 
blessed be God, my eyes are at length opened. O ! may 
iyed, dllogracious, watch over you, and preserve you from 
every evil. The Almighty in great mercy hath loaned you 
4o a benighted world; may the rich blessing be long con- 
tinued.' 

. * €rratitude, dear and honored Sir, calls upon me to ao- 
^knowledge tay great obligations for the glorious declara 
tioD of those important truths, of which, until I luul the 
Treasure of seeing Mr Murray, I was entirely ignorant 
f rom that blessed era, 1 date the commencement of my 
terrestrial felicity. It is to you, as an instrument, I am in- 
debted for a glimpse of the beautitui harmony of the sacred 
iwiatings; I can now behold, with devout admiration, tbe 
creat salvation promised us by the word, by tbe oiTtr of 
Jehovah, in that holy book, which, although possessed by 
many, is neither understood nor valued, exciept by a few 
sleeted individuals. I much wish for your continued in* 
atmction; and I know you take pleasure in considering it 
your duty to impart your knowledge of the Redeemer to 
Ikm tOrealtirBB whom he bath purchased with his blood. 
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Would it were the wiH of God to give you a permanent 
standing among the circle of my friendii, who are so great- 
ly devoted to you; then, dear Sir, would our heaven be 
commenced upon earth, and all would be one continued 
scene of uninterrupted praises and thanksgiving, for the 
great Redemption, wrought out by the death and sufferings 
of our Messed Lord and :Saviour Jesus Christ.* 

* Murray, how greatly ^ou succeed, when engaged upon 
a r jeme which I emphatically call tour own. I love to 
hear you speak upon any subject; but on this, you are, I 
had almobt said, divine; your whole soul seems engaged, 
when dwelling upon the Redeemer, and his love to man; 
nothing but the voice of the God who made you, and who 
hath so wonderfully endowed you, can exceed the honied 
accents of your heaveo-inspired tongue. Do you wonder 
that 1 am daily wishing myself among the number of your 
hearers, your happy hearers ! but how contrasted is the life 
of a soldier, to that' of the peaceful christian seated at the 
feet of Jesus.' 

A respectable gentleman, writing, nearly two years since, 
from the city of Philadelphia, and speaking relative to the 
recent publication of the venerable, the now departed saint, 
gratefully says: ' These volumes, your Letters and Sketch- 
es, are all I hoped for, wished, or expected; they are much 
more. I bless God, not only for the treasures of wisdom 
committed to bis venerable servant, but also that his valua- 
ble life has been preserved to accomplish this work; a pro- 
duction, which will live, and be read with ineffable delight, 
when the rubbish of ages shall have been consigned to ob* 
livion.' 

Should any curiosity exist respecting Mr. Murray's po- 
litical sentiments, it may be sufficient to say, that he was in 
heart an American. America was the country of his 
adoption. He was decidedly and uniformly opposed to the 
op))ression of the British ministry, and he would have em- 
braced any upright measures to have procured redress; yet, 
perhaps, he would have been as well pleased, bad England 
and America been united upon terms of equality and recip- 
rocal benefit; nor can it be denie<l, that he was, indubita- 
bly, an Anti-Gallican. In our opinion, a total dereliction 
of country stamps miscreant upon the individual, who bar* 
bors feelings so reprehensible. England was the native 
country of the preacher; the virtues flourished in his bo- 
som, among which the amor patriae glowed with no com- 
mon lustre. He frequently amused himself with writing 
in numbers, which, so soon as written, he generally com- 
mitted to the flames. The following iuartiflcial linoia 
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written one hour after he received intelligence of the de- 
mise of the celeUnited and uieritorious Earl of Chatham, 
may be considered &» a correct delineation of ki» political 
views and wishes. 

Swift on the ear of fancy borne along, 
And safely landed on my native Isle, 

1 join the mourning train, assembled there 
And stand unnoticed near the hallow'd cona: 

2 mark the empty pageantry of state, 
A pageantry, ala» ! not empty here. 
For here are real signs of real wo j 

All ranks, all orders, mingle in the throng ; 
Some raise the voice in majesty of wo : 
Some silent stand as statues — pale with griefs 
At sight of these, my tears more copious flow. 

Hark — from yon seat a voice assails my ear, 
Than ciiicic in its softest strains more sweet. 
'Tis Camden ! favored sage, exalted chief, 
He calls his aionrnlng country to attend, 
As thus, he pours the elegiac strain. 

' From life's low vale where all was calm repose, 
And, taught by heaven, the mind drank classic lore. 
To the tumultuous scenes of busy life. 
This peerless man, in hour of dread dismay, 
By pitying Heaven, in mercy to our land. 
Was summoned forth. He gracious heard, and came. 

Hailed by Britannia's united voice; 
His royal master look'd benignly kind. 
And bade him welcome to his arms, hi« heart 5 
For howiio'er remote their varied spheres^ 
, Congenial souls, 't would seem, informed Uiem bot|^ 

No longer view'd aa servant, but as friend, 
In all hia rlovereign's councils he had part. 
Their hopes and fears, their aims and ends the 
The Nation gave her treaaures to his care. 
Himself the richest treasure she possessed ; 
And anaioua eyes from every rank were raiaed. 
With serious awe, and steadfast hope to him; 
Nfwwere their hopes, their expectations vaia. 
New life, new views, fresh vigor nerved his amy 
AH that was wrong, hia vigilance set right. 
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And, what wtB>greater far, preaenred it aa 
The foea he met (for who from foei if free) 
Were, to the peerleaa jewel of his worth. 
Like toiling lapidary to the costly gem, 
They mado its brightneaa more conspicuooa duiiQ. 

The fawning sycophant oft sought his amile, 
But piercing eye-beams struck the caitiff blind ; 
The foes to virtue trembled at his nod. 
While her glad sons flocked hovering round their Sir* 
The Merchant watched his eye i the sons of Art, 
The swain who turns the glebe^ but chiefly he 
On glory bent, who ploughed the watery way, 
Panting to grasp the treasures of the globe. 
He carefully this Pole-Star still observed. 
And safely voyaged, with this star in view. 
How wild alas ! he'll wander now 'tis hid. 

The secrets of all states, blest heaven-taught ng&f 
To thy pervading eye were aU unv^iPd, 
And ever; dark intrigue was known to thee. 
The Gallic power trembled at thy nod, 
And proud Castalia, cowering, bent to thee. 
In dire suspense the awe-struck Nations stood, 
Nor could predict where next would burst the storm 

Lo ! as he points, our Castles float along. 
And British thunders roll from shore to shore $ 
The sooty tribes of Afric shrink appall'd, 
And China's crafty sons distrust their skill. 

In this great L^islator's hand, our flag, 
Like that fam'd wand into a serpent chang'd^ 
As Hebrew sages sung in days of yore, 
Made e/ery other flag obsequious bow, 
And every Nation own'd or felt his power. 
But, while remotest lands through fear obey'd. 
His grateful Country serv'd with filial love. 
And every son of Albion shared his care. 

Nor did the Bntish garden, blooming roaod 
Alone engage the heavenly laborer's toil ; 
With watchful eye he viewed those tend^ 
Whilome transplanted to Columbia's soil j 
Those tender lambs he gently led along, 
And to their plaints still bent a parent's ear. 
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Dear, much loved oflEbpring of this happy Isle, 

With us, sincere, ye mourn the common loss ; 

With tts lament the Father and the Friend : 

Bat, while our bursting hearts deplore his flight 

Perfidious Bourbon ghastly grins his joy ; 

The Gallic Cock now feebly claps his wings 

And thinks to hear the Lion roar no more. 

Base, treacherous, cringing, dastard slaves, beware } 

Although our Sun be set to rise no more, 

The moon und stars shall guide the Lion's paw 

To seize thee trembling in thy close retreat. 

Already mark ! be shakes his shaggy mane, 

And growling rises from his murky den $ 

His eye-balli roll with rage— 4hey shoot forth flamers 

He grinds his teeth, and finds them solid still } 

He tries his paws, and finds his talons strong. 

Our groans have rous'd him ; see, he sleeps no mora 

But still the royal issue of this Isle, 

This highly favored regent of the main. 

Secure may stand, nor fear the Lion's rage. 

What though the Demons of this Lakd. may striTt 
To set the gen'rous Lion on her sons. 
The Lion shrinks--so ancient Bards declare— 
Nor will destroy the issue nobly born. 
But those perfidious, who would set him on. 
With ghastly looks, and souls appall'd by fear, 
Too late shall feel the horrors of despair.' 

lut it is the Religionist we are solicitous to characterize; 
although the sentiments of the preacher may be gath- 
1 from his writings, yet, as this volume may come un- 
the eye of some individuals, who may not possess th« 
lication to which we have so often alluded, it may be 
per, in this place to attempt a brief outline of the most 
tninent features in his creed. 

lis full soul believed in'one Great and indivi$ible FHrtt 
96, or origin of all created beings; before this ^reat 
St cause One Eternal note, was, is, and will be ever pre*' 
£very thins which has past, in passing, or shall pass, 
I ordained in His eternal purpdse, and actually passed in 
iew before Him, ere ever the worlds were formed, or 
ntless systems commenced their revolutions, 
'he God of our Philanthropist was Om^xipotekt Om- 
R£8£irT ; and Omniscient; consequeutly he perforuied 



all bis will^ wasv is, and will be, present through all 
space, through time and through eternity. In the piose- 
cution of His plans, myriads of angtffs, in their various or- 
ders, were hy his Ontnipotent power commanded into being; 
tbe^e cherubim and seraphim, angeb and archafigels, sur- 
rounded the throne of the Most High, The morhlng stars 
sang together, and all the hosts of Heaven rejoiced. 

But strange as it iriay appear to our finite understanding 
fell discord with peace-destroying influence, reared his hy- 
dra, his tremendous head. Various conjectures hover round 
this phenomenon, ^^he origin of evil has exercised intel- 
lects the most profound and erudite; but he, who can de- 
velop the arcanii of the Almighty, may claim equality with 
his God. It should be our eare not to attribute to Deity a 
mode of coudiuct irreeoncileable with rectitude; and to keep 
close to that revelation, which he hath graciously vouch- 
safed to bestow, upon us. 

The creation of man succeeded the fall of the angelic na- 
ture. God said, — Lei Us make man, &c. &c. Sppakipg 
in the plural, with an eye to the complexity of that charac- 
ter He had predetermined to assume, and, as we before ob- 
served, past, present, and future, constituted, the token of 
Deity, one complete whole; and thus Were important oc- 
currences garbed in language, suited to the elevation of the 
Godhead. In process of time, this august Creator, was to 
be enrobed in humanity and become the son born; was to 
be exhibited as a holy spirit of consolation, taking of the 
things of Jesus, and exhibiting them to tb? mind, thus speak- 
ing peace. Mr. Murray was at the same time a Unitari- 
an, and a Trinitarian, beholding, constantly beholdjng 
the trinity in the unity. Let us make man in our image, 
after o«r own likeness,— F€<r, verily, man may be consid- 
ered as made in, the image, and after the likeness of hii 
Creator. The %ure is striking; man is a triune heing, 
body, soul, and spirit, yet no individual is considered as 
three, but one man, the Trinity in Unity. The Almighty, 
clad in garments of flesh, became the God-Man, and, 
speaking of Himself ay ma/h, he says, my Father is greatei 
than me; while, reverting' to the divinity, be affirms, tha 
Father and He are On«. Philip, have I been so long with 
thee, and dost thou say, show me the Father. * He who 
bath seen me hah seen the Father.' Was this true,— 
or was Jesus Christ an impostor.^ In this view the 
scriptures are beautifully consistent. I am God thf. Sav- 
iovr: a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me^ 
—This same evangelical prophet ex ultingly exclaims; Isaiab 
ix, 6: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, his 
name shaL be called Wonderful^ Counsellor^ the mighty 
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Gedj tke evertaminj^ Fatlier, the Prince ef Peftee^ Bucb 
were the ^HMii^eiwnsive view^s of Deity, whidi becnm^ 
more and more luimnous 4«>tfae men^l e^e of tbe preiaichef. 
He 4)elievc-d, that the creation of human beings made a 
part of tsfae 4Aivtae purpose; m ^whicb sacred, uncontroHaiHe, 
aiui in«verstble purpose, the wh^U fennUy of man were 
.originaliy and iatimately anited to their august Creator, in 
a manner mtstcrioit*, and as much bevond our iimited 
conception, as the Creator is superior to the creature whom 
He hal:h formed. 

4dani the first was a figure of Adam the second. Adam 
the first, the prototype; Adam the second, the substance of 
the prototype, t^e Creator of all Worlds, the l^rd from 
HeaTen. The sacred scriptures abound with fibres of 
this mysterious, Hhis ennoMiog, this soul-sati.'sfy'ing Union; 
aiDOB^ which, perhaps, none is more expressive than that 
of the Head and Members constituting one body, of which 
Jesus Ohrist was the imtiiaowlBte Head. Hence the pro- 
priety and necessity, of looking with a single eye to Jesus 
Christ. We are^ members of the body of Christ, t^Ao it the 
head of every man: Should a single member of this my^- 
oal liody be finally lost, the Redeemer must, through eter* 
sity, remain imperfect. 

A Law was giveti, to the comj^ete obedience of which, 
everlasting life was annexed; but no indiwdnal mtmher 
was ever able to fulfil this Law; it was only the head and* 
members eoUeetively in their glorious head, that was fur- 
nished with abilities adequate to a performance of such vast 
magnitude Yea, verily, we do indeed break the Divine 
Law, in thought, in word, and in deed, and the lip of truth 
declares, he who offends in one point is guilty of all. 

Why then was the commandment so exceeding broad ? 
To convince mankind of imbecility ; and that the rectitude 
they had forfeited, could never, in their own individual cha- 
racters be regained. But the plan of Deity was without 
an error, the revolution of time ushered in the grea^ Repre- 
sentative, or more properly speaking, the Head of the body; 
and the forfeit was paid, full atonement was presented, the 
ransom given,*and, in this hour of nature's jubilee, the 
prodigal family restored to their original possessor. 

To make this truth manifest was the great business of 
our promulgator. He was convinced, that only he, who 
believed, could be saved; and that he, who believed not, 
was indubitaMy damned. Hence he has frequently said, 
he did not believe in Universal salvation, because be saw the 
majority of mankind were not saved. But he was a firm 
believer in Universal Redkmptioic; because that sacred 
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Tolame, which he steadfastly, ^nd unwaTeringly leheved 
to be the word of God, assured bim the*price was paid,aDd 
the whol ) human family was redeemed. 

It was the neglecting: to distinguish between salvation wad. 
redemption, which so frequently drew upon the preacher 
the charge of prevarication, or, as it was termed by Mr. 

C , hiding. An article of intelligence may be an 

established fact; it may most importantly affect us; but bo 
lonff as the mind refuses to admit its authenticity, we are 
undeniably subjected to all those agonizing apprehensions, 
whi'*h we should endure, if no such fact existed; and it was 
the salvation from these mental sufferings, which Mr. Mur- 
ray supposed consequent upon a preached Gospel; in other 
words, an exemption from those toitures, that conscious- 
ness of condemnation, which is most emphatically describ- 
ed, when it is said, He who believeth not, is, or shall be 
damned. 

Yet it is an established truth, that every behever was 
once an unbeliever; every believer, then, was once damned, 
and it was only when he became a believer, jthat he was 
saved from tnose countless agonies, which erst times 
pierced him through with many sorrows. But he was re- 
deemed, the price was paid, ere ever he was called into ex- 
istence. Thus, in this view, redemption and salvation are 
distinct considerations, 

Thi} preacher unhesitatingly believed, all who leamedof 
the Father would come to Jesus, and that all would finaUy 
be taught of God, He was a decided believer in the doc- 
trine of angels of light, and angels of darkness, of minister- 
ing spirits of light, and of demons stimulating to deeds of 
darkness. He looked forvi^ard to a ju<lgmcnt to come, when 
countless numbers, among the children of men, would rise 
to the resurrection of damnation, and, ignorant of the gen- 
uine character of the Redeemer, would call upon the rocks 
and mountains to fall upon them, arid bide them from the 
WRATH OF THE Lamb^ and, believing himself a humble 
instrument in the hand of God, ordained by Him to the 
ministry of reconciliation, he was never so completely hap- 
py, as when declaring the gospel to be believed; and caliing 
upon men every where, to receive the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. He was persuaded that those, who lied down in sor- 
row, would continue unhappy wanderers, until the opening 
of that book, in which every human being, every membei 
of Christ was written; yet he had no idea of any purgation 
for sin, save what was suffered by Christ Jesus, who, 6| 
Himself, ourged our sins. Writing of Mr. Winchester tf 
a friend, Mr. Murray thus expressed himself^ ' Mr. Win 
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Chester is full with' Mr. Law, and of course prenches pur- 
gatorial satisfaction. According to these ff en tlerafin, every 
man must finally be his own Saviour! If I must suffer as 
much in my own person as will satisfy divine ^v^stice, how 
is, or how can Christ Jesus be, m^ Saviour? ' If this pwr*' 
gatorial doctrine be true, the ministry of reconciliation, 
committed to the apostles must be false; ' to wit, God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself not imputing 
unto them their trespasses.' In fact, I know no persons 
further from Christianity, genuine Christianity, than such 
XJniversalists.' 

Mr Murray supposed the inquietude of unembodied, or 
departed spirits, a natural effect, derived from a cause. As 
unbelievers, they cannot see the things which belong to their 
peace; but he greatly rejoiced, that, however, at present en- 
veloped in darkness, there were, and are, things that did 
and do belong to their peace; that the day cometh, when 
whatsoever is hid shall be revealed; and, that at the period 
of the restitution of all things, the word, the oath of Jeho- 
vah was pledged, that every eye should see, and every 
tongue confess. The preacher was persuaded that a/eur, 
even in the present dispensation, were elected out of the 
world, to embrace the truth, previous to their passing out 
of time. These judging themselves, are, therefore, not to 
be judged : Saints of God, they shall surround the Redeemer 
at his second coming, or be caught up in the air to meet 
the God-Maii; after which, the whole world shall be sum« 
moned at the imperial bar of the Sire of angels and of men, 
the Creator of all worlds: That a separation will then take 
place; the Judge, the Redeemer will divide them, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from the goats; will separate 
every individual from that body of sin and death, of which 
Paul complained, being burdened; from that fallen spirit, 
which attaches to every individual in such sort as to the 
man among the tombs rendering it a truth, that he who 
sleepetb, apparently alone upon his bed, is, nevertheless, 
still connected with his tormentor, and will so continue, 
until this glorious day of separation, and of restitution; 
when these' two shall be separated, one from another, the 
one taken the other left. The fallen angels, figured by the 
goats, shall be ranged on the left httnd, while the harassed 
human nature, redeemed by the God who created it, shall 
be found on the right hand of the Most High Thus, after 
the world is judged, out of the things written m the books; 
after they are found guilty before God, and every mouth is 
8topped,*the book of life shall be opened, in which all the 
members of the Redeemer^ every individual of the Human 
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flRii%' 9haQ befiund wriUm^} and the ransomed of the 
LoFfI shall be deelaved daiHzena of that kiag<fotn, wbere 
dweftloth felieily uninterrupted. 

Sueii ^¥oae the )eadi«g sentiments of Our Universalkt; 
and he was finiily of opiniou, that the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, rightly understood, would teach mm every where, tt 
he careAil of roainlalning good works, to lore one another, 
And fft aH things^ to regard the best interests of their 
Brother Mak. 

Conversant witii th© preacher upwards of forty years, we 
never knew his testimony to vary, in the snmllest degree. 
In joy and In sorrow, in health, in sickness, and in death, 
not a single cloud appeared to gather upon the countenance 
of his God, or lo obstruct, so far as it referred to bis pros- 
pects, beyond the grave, the clear sunshine of his soul. 

If we except the Rev. John Tyler, Episcopalinn minister 
in Norwich, Connecticut, and the Rev. £dward Mitchell 
in the chy of New-York, we do not know that the senti- 
ments of any preacher of Universalisra now upon this Con- 
tinent, are exactly in unison with the departed promulga- 
tor. Bnt if they buikl upon the great foundation, we de- 
vontly wish them Gods speed; well assured, that those 
who build upon this foundation— golrf, silver, j>reeiou$ gtmet, 
iffood, hatj^, stubble — every ntan?s wtrrk shall be made inani- 
fist. FifT the dtty shaH declare ff , because it shall be revealed 
by fire; and the fire try every man^s worky of what sort it is, 
jfiany man*s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he 
shall receive a reward. If any mdn^s work shall be burnt, 
he shall suffer loss, but he himself shaU be saved; yet so, at 
hyfire, 

mx Kfurray's hist marriage was the result of a strong and 
holy friendship, founded upon the rock of ages; and, orig- 
inating in devout admiration of redeeming love, it is fer- 
rently hoped, and unwaveringly believed, that this union' 
trill be perfected in ANOTHta and a better World. 

One son, and one daughter, were the offspring of this 
marriage. The son surrendered his innocent life in tbe 
birth; the daughter stiH survives, the prop, and consolation 
of her WIDOWED mother* 
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It affords us a high de^ee of satisfaction to koow 
that at this period in our history a lively and increasing 
interest is felt in the life and opinions of the distinguish- 
ed individual, who, by his faithfulness and zeal in a 
good cause, entitled himself to the appellation of the 
< father of Universalisin ' in this country. We regard 
it as a favorable omen, that multitudes are at this time 
disposed to award him the meed of their approbation, 
and cherish a heartfelt respect for his name and vir- 
tues — ^to rescue his fair fame from the reproaches cast 
upon it by the opponents of the truth be promulgated, 
and bestow upon his doctriual views that candid atten- 
tion which their importance demands. Seldom have 
men of the next generation understood the motives, 
appreciated the labors, or so fully shared the triumphs 
of a predecessor, engaged as he was in a conflict with 
errors at once venerable, and pernicious. 

We do not claim for the venerated Murray the credit 
of having invented a new system of religion; nor do 
we place him on a level with those who have gained a 
^hort lived notoriety by defending creeds which they 
themselves had made. Neither should we feel justi- 
fied in awarding, to him the honor of having discovered 
truths before unknown. Nor do those who find most 
in his talents and character ^o admire, feel over anxious 
to have him ranked with the greatest reformers that 
have ever lived. But we claim for him the honor of 
having beeo the friend, and to the full extent of his 
ability, the benefactor of mankind. It may be confi- 
dently affirmed, that his public and private labors were 
not less useful than those of many whose fame, or to 
speak more correctly, whose notoriety exceeds his own. 
The very senius, and spirit of his religion forbid that 
posterity should add any thing to the humble, yet sig- 
nificant title, by which he chose to be distinguished— 
that of a ' Promulgator of glad tidings'. 
23 • 



Compared with Calvin, Luther, Wesley, and othen 
who have at different periods risen into notice, and 
labored, industriously, and perhaps successfully, to 
uproot old errors, that new ones might be established in 
their stead, he may, at first, seem less deserving of our 
admiration and respect; but when we consider that his 
object was to disenlhitall the masak oi mind — to elevate 
the moral nature of our species — and to induce man- 
kind to seek for truth, rather than to be satisfied with 
their present attainments; — and when we consider that 
thougn he was reviled — ^persecuted — stoned — he did not 
return railing Ibr railing— -that btfa- hands were not 
stained w»th blood, nor his lips polluted with cursings, 
we fMt, deeply, and gratefully, that when the mist of 
error aWd prejudice shall have been dispelled by the 
sun-lrgbt of tn«th and righteoueness, it will be known, 
and every where confessed, tihat tk» first promulgator 
of UniversaHfsm in this eountiy , imftated, more closely 
than many other reformers, vhe examples of the great 
Master of christians, and that bis' memory niay be as- 
sociated with aH that is lovely and oi good report. 

H4» ebjeeo was a benevolent' one. > He labored to 
bring the moral aflfections of mankind onder the influ- 
ence of those high, saored, and ennobling principles, 
which a kind heaven ha» dieclosed in the plan of salva- 
tion by fVee and impartial grace ;-^to adorn this earthly 
paradise, not with the productions of another world, 
but with the indvgenous fruits and flowers of this, — ^to 
water them with the dews of heaven, that the love of 
Grod, shed abroad in the hearts of mankind, might pro- 
duce righteousness and peace. And when we consider 
that the sentiments which he promulgated were entire- 
ly at variance with the religious views which had long 
prevailed in this country, and that, by preaching them, 
ne exposed himself to everjj^ kind of opposition, we are 
at a loss to account ^ that heroic fbrtitude which led 
him to go forward in the discharge of the duty impos- 
ed upon him, or the success which attended, and has 
followed his exertions, without admitting that he was 
directed and sustained by a particular providence. 

We need not apologize for introducing into this ap- 
pendix to the Life of Murray, the following beautiful 
and highly interesting extract fl-om a discourse, deliv- 
ered on Nov. 4, 1882, at Norwich, N. Y. by Rev. A. B. 
Grosh, as it will give the reader a just idea of the 
fruits of Mr. Murray's exertions in the day of small 
things. 
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" From vhat tMmts ^J^nrn m ^ ntm do the greatest 
events seeningly take their rise t What apparently 
chance-produoed begianiaga doeeGodr chooao aa the 
causes of vovolutkkas io atateS) oeniiiMiaitieSy and de- 
Bomuaalioaa ! There ave indivkiuala now living, who 
werai old enough in 1770^ oiearly to veoaeinber now, 
eveata that then transBtreiL Suppose vemrself such a 
one, and to have stuoa oa ihe banks of the ]i>eiaware 
in SepteaibMr, of that yeai>*-*wbat4night you have seen ^ 

You raaghl have beht^ld a European oieirchant vessel 
returning dowa the ruvev fuein Philadelphia, whither it 
had aailed on a pieee of false information— you might 
have seen the vessel, by another mistake, driven into 
Cranlierry Inlet nearly wrecked-*yett might have be- 
held part of its loading teansferred from the vessel to a 
6k>op> and a sorrowing stranger placed as a ffuard over 
il — you might have aeen the vesael sail out of the Inl^; 
but, by a sudden change of wind the sloop prevented 
from following. Destitute of pro>visions for himself 
and the hands under his command, the melancholy 
stranger might have been seen going on shore to pur- . 
chase some. He iniffht have been watched as, wan- 
dering in the noble &rest and resolving to bury him- 
self, and his talents^ and his usefulness, in some such 
retired spot, he came to. a log house in that beautiful 
wild, and, dikrected by its inmates, pursued his way to 
imother house ia search of fish, a sample of which he 
had seen* There you might have beaeld a tajil man, 
rough and advanced in years, refuse to sell, but offering 
to. keatoto oa the stranger as many of the finny heap be- 
fore them, as he wanted. Had you continued your ob- 
servations you might have witnessed and heard the 
friendly, yet earnest altercations which succeeded, and 
continued, at intervals, for several days, between this 
inhabitant of the New World, and the stran^or from 
the Old. You might have heard the aged resident in- 
sisting that the sorrowing stranger should preach to 
them on the following Sunday, and the latter as ear- 
nestly declaring that he would depart for New York by 
the first fair wind. 

But the wind changed not. Sunday came, and found 
the sorrowing stranger still the guest of his hospitable 
fViend, — end, reluctantly, indeed, he consented to deliver 
his message. Trembling and tearful you might have 
seen him delivering his gospel message to an auditory 
gathered out of the wilderness, in a house erected, aa 
thva hoatdeckuredi expressly for him, andsuch as preach-* 
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•d the same gospel — in a temple where never befure 
had preacher promulgated the same glad tidings. 

Supf»o9e you had fcHBen there sixty two years ago, and 
heard that sermon-— delivered in despite of so mmj 
opposing circumstances, resolves, and deterniinatioiM-* 
delivered in consequence of so many trifling, but unac- 
countable chance-occurrences, as some would call th«in 
— Yes; ^suppose you had heard that sermon, so full of 
love -tnd benignity— overflowing your partial creed 
of mingled blessings and cursings with universal and 
impartial grace — and that you had then gone your way 
in the levity of youth, and the forgetfulness of indiffer- 
ence and prejudice. » • # » 

Now change the scene. Suppose that now, after 
three score years have elapsed, yon were to journey 
over these States, scarcely remembering that early oc- 
currence of your life, but observantly regardful of the 
changes which half a century has produced in the the- 
ological views, and religious feelings of the people of 
this new and rising empire. 

You could not but hear of Universalists as the^^A 
(if not the fourth) in order, in point of numbers, re- 
spectability and talent, among the denominations of 
the land. You would hear that, though persecuted, 
calumniated, and contemned, they were among the 
greatest reading people in the Union; having no less 
than nineteen or twenty periodicals, issuing every 
month at least one hundred thousand sheets to twenty 
five or thirty thousand subscribers, and among at least 
thrice that number of regular readers. You would 
find a Universalist Convention of the New-England 
states, attended by nearly fifty preachers and hundreds 
of lav delegates — ^that the Slates of Maine, Connecti- 
cut, r^ew York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and South Carolioa 
had each their State Conventions^— that in Massachu 
setts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and other States, 
similar Conventions were being organized — ^that a 
United States' Convention was talked of, and measures 
commenced for its formation — ^that Associations exist 
in North Carolina, Indiana, and other States where 
conventions are not yet organized — that, in the United 
States, there are upwards of six hundred Universalist 
societies and congregations; more than one hundred 
nieetin<^ houses owned by them, or in part, and about 
three hundred preachers — ^that, in the southern and west* 
ern States the docfliie is extending its progress fastei 
than preachers can follow to proclaim ana defend it, 
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wMiCf ia the •aetetii aaA smldle Sttttcs, minicten, lay- 
men, &Dd erefi whole societiw, are emhraciBg this oal- 
unmiated doctrine, and eeming over tu its avowal and 
support. Yoo would also find that this *- seet, which is 
everywhere spoken against,' is awaking to a just sense 
of its duty and importanee, and is freeing itself from 
the fetters of depeodence-~hBs established two Semi- 
Baries of learning; has devised, and is about progres»- 
ing^ to completion Vith two others, and has taken a 
stand of disinterested love to untrammelled srJence 
and knowledve, which must ultimately cause many a 
partial and bigotted institntion to tremble under the 
power of reformation to the very centre, or to crumble 
to dust in the jarring conflict of their slavish measures 
with puriiied public opinion. 

Astonished, beyond measure, at the numbers, indus- 
try, talents, extent, influence, and rapid spread of a de- 
nomination whose very name, most probably, had never 
saluted your ear sixty years ago, you would seek to as- 
certain the origin of a peopte diflering so widely in 
sentiment from all others in the land, and increasina*, 
so rapidly, in despite of the united opposition of all the 
other denominations. What would be ^tfae increase of 
your wonder on being informed, that the sorrowing and 
solitude-seeking stranger, whom you beheld, in Sep- 
tember, 1770, (sixty two years ago,) driven into Cran- 
berry lulet as bv aociden^-*^wlM^m you saw so providen- 
tially detained tliere— whom you noticed straying, as by 
ehanee, to the hospitable mansion of the rude, unletter- 
ed, bttt kind-hearted Potter — whom you heard with 
tears, prayers, and supplications, declining- to exercise 
the functions of a preacher — whom you saw watching, 
with much anxiety, but in vain, for a change in the 
wind to carry him to New York before the coming Sun- 
day, and thus forever release him fVom appearing be- 
fore a congregation — whom you heard with much weak- 
ness and trembling, break tne hushed stillness of that 
forest-embowered meeting-house, by proclaiming the 
Gospel with demonstration and power, — thai lonely, 
sorrovvinsf stranger was JOHN MURRAY— the fir$i 
avowed Universalist preacher in the United States— 
and that sermon, you then heard, was the Hrtt Univer- 
salist sermon preached in America — and that meet- 
ing-house, built expressly by the pious and venerable 
Thomas Potter, for « one of God's own preachers,* is 
the fir$t Universalist meeting-house erected m the 
Americas by the hands of man!'* 
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In Tiew of the foregoing faetS) all persons of ingena 
ous minds will be dispoMed to give Air. Murray a char- 
acter, and accord to him merits, which shall entitle 
him to an elevated rank among those who, in different 
ages of the church, have entered the field of moral im- 
provement, and who, by their exertionsj have secured 
the respect, and excited the admiration of their fellow 
men. Of the truth that he was sincere in the belief 
and maintenance of his peculiar opinions there can be 
no doubt — ^the best encomium that can be bestowed up- 
on his talents and character, is to be inferred from the 
fact, that the first were universally admitted to be of 
a high order — sufficiently so to entitle him to eminence 
in his profession,, and that no charges have ever been 
preferred against him that remain unrefuted. And 
of this latter fact the denomination of which he was, 
under God, the founder, may justly be proud; since the 
novelty and unpopularity of his views exposed him to 
assaults from " those of the contrary part;" many no 
doubt feeling under solemn obligations to God, to as- 
sail his reputation, and disturb his repose in order to 
prevent his turning the world up-side down. Still, he 
did not " daub with untempered mortar," but advanced 
sentiments, which, as foreseen by the more intelligent 
among his enemies, were destined to overthrow the 
then popular divinity of the times, and establish a new 
syster* of faith, not up6ii the ruins of traditions at once 
venerable and mischievous, but upon the broad, and 
indistructible foundation of the Redeemer's love and 
grace. If, then, with so much to contend with, he ac- 
complished his warfare and came out of the battle-field 
unscathed, we may safely claim for him a reputation 
far — ^v«ry far above that of many others whose names 
and memories have been embalmed in the affections of 
their disciples. 

Here it may be well to remark, that Mr. Murray was 
a person distinguished by peculiar characteristics. His 
sensibility, as we learn from those who were his inti- 
mate acquaintances, was uncommonly acute. Of him 
it may be justly said, that "he wept with those who wept, 
and rejoiced with those who rejoiced." His sympathies 
were easily excited. In conversation he was free, and 
remarkably interestin^f, frequently indulging in that in- 
nocent hilarity which made him a welcome g*iest 
wherever he went. In the discharge of bis public -iu- 
ties, be was always animated, and not unfrequently in- 
describably interesting; at times apparently absorbed 
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in contemplation upon the theme of his diseounie, and 
-overwhelmed with emotions excited by the glories of 
that grace which he proclairhed. Many aneolotes re- 
lated by his friends who survive him, and many inter- 
esting reminiscences of his life, might easily be col- 
lected; but this appendix being designed for more 
serious and important purposes, we pass them over hi 
silence. 

Such being the character of the man; such his tal- 
ents; such his eminent ministerial qualifications; and 
such the results of his labors, it becomes a question of 
no little importance. How extensively his views have 
affected the theology of this age and country; aiMl not 
less interesting, to know in what respects they have in- 
fluenced the religious and moral concerns of mankind. 

In regard to the extent to which the theology of this 
country has been affected by the promulgation of the 
distinguishing views of Mr. Murray, it may be proper 
to observe, that the change which has been wrought 
does not, as some seem to have imagined, consist in the 
conversion of here and there an individual; nor in the 
fathering of societies in various parts of America; nor 
m the erection of churches, the issuing of periodical 
publications, nor in the establishment of schools and 
seminaries— it consists in none of these things exclusive- 
ly. His views have taken a far wider range, exerted an 
influence upon creeds and doctrines which yet retain 
many admirers, and have wrought many improvements 
which are as yet recognized but by a few, and acknowl- 
edged, as the fruits of his labors, bv none, save those 
who have openly avowed their attachment to his prin- 
ciples. True, the«frieDd3 of liberal Christianity have 
enough to gratify and encourage them, in the facts above 
mentioned — in what may be denominated the visible 
seals of his ministry and crowns of our rejoicing — but 
where, it may be triumphantly asked, where is the doc- 
trine that prevailed in this country fifty years ago, that 
has not been more or less affected by the sentiments 
which were advanced, and defended, by Mr. Murray? 

It is sufficiently well known, that a half century ago, 
Calvinism, rank and impure as it came from the hands 
of its author, was the prevailing doctrine of this coun- 
try. It was adapted to the stern and unenlightened na- 
tures of our puritan forefathers; it had lieen sanctified by 
the persecutions of its trans- Atlantic opponents; and, 
as common in all new governments, it was, to all in* 
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teatft ««4 |uup<ifl«Bj imili^d witli the instiiiitioBs aad kim 

oC th» land. 

Few, perhaps, even among those who renaain appt- 
reatly ifirm, in their adherence to the orthodoxy of that 
periodg are sensible of Its grossness and aibsurifity; and 
yet, hut here and there one can be found, who is wiiliii| 
to u^ertake its defence. I'be damnation of infanti 
was then believed, and preached, as among the Ainda« 
mental diMstrines of the gospel. The same may be said 
of the pearsonoiUty—^perMps we might safely add, the 
materiality and ubb«|mty of the devil; of the locality 
of hell^ of absolute election and reprobation; of the 
final perseverance of the saints, and many other con- 
cornitaqts of aa erroneous and anti-«criptural reiigiao. 
These dogmas, though still retained in creeds aad arti* 
cles of faith, and never openly denounced by calvinis- 
tic churches, have been silently, aad without reluctance, 
abandoned. 

The doctrines of the sects who have professed a pi- 
ous abhorrence of Calvinism, but still clung to the do|^ 
ma of endless punishment, may be regard^^ as the off* 
spring ^f a desire (which has always existed in the 
hearts <or tchristiaos) to shield the character of Ood 
from tihe hatred of his creatures, by finding an €xeui0 
for the creatioa of intelligent beings with a fixed pur- 
pose to render them forever miserable. The notion 
that some will be forever lost had become so firmly 
rooted in the minds of professors, was so congenial 
with the spiritual pride of their hearts, and conduced so 
directly to the aggrandisement of those entrusted with 
the guardianship of their moral- interests, that it was 
next to impossible to eradicate it. ^To these circum 
stances may be imputed the efforts which were made tc 
modify Calvinism, and the rapid spread of sentiments 
less repuguaat to the feelings of mankind, but which 
recognize, in the grand result, the same unhappy doom 
of a portion of the human nice. 

Let it now foe inquired, What at first rendered it ap» 
])are«t to the minds of the clergy, that these modifica 
tions and improvements were necessary.^ The answer 
is a plain one, and its correctness will hardly be t^ues* 
tioned. The pi'omulgation of Universalistn, the preach^ 
ing of Heaveii*t impartial graee^ produced thd^t effect- 
These who were interested in these matters, wejre i4ot 
long in being convinced, that, unless some method ol 
exonerating God from the charge ^pf deliberate cruelty* 
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wretchedness, coald be deyised, the people would re- 
ject, with little ceremony, the whole scheme of partial 
grace. Hence the rapid spread and popularity of the 
views of the Methodists in this country. The idea that 
the Almighty, in gathering up his jewels, would have 
regard to the works of mankind, seemed less repugnant 
to reason and revelation than the Calvinistic doctrine 
that some men and angels were chosen to enjoy eternal 
life, and others consigned to despair < without the least 
foresight of faith, good works, or any conditions per- 
formed by the creature,' and was consequently embrac- 
ed with great readiness. 

The same observations apply to many of the views 
advanced by the celebrated Dr. Hopkins. They hav- 
ing been engrafted on Calvinism, and intended to ren- 
der the doctrine of endless punishment less glaringly 
absurd, in the estimation of those who had formerly act 
hered to it, made considerable progress in the New 
England states, and has had the effect to soften, in 
some measure, the hard features of puritanical theolo« 
ey. How far the mind of Dr. Hopkins himself may 
nave been wrought upon, by the sentiments of Mr. 
Murray, it is of course impossible to determine; but 
when we consider that they had not a little conversa- 
tion upon the subject, that Mr. Murrav gained manv 
converts in Newport, the place where Ifopkins fesidedi 
and that he published his work entitled " An Inquiry, 
'Concerning the future state of those who die in their 
sins," in 1783, about thirteen years after Mr. Murray 
commenced his labors in this country, and that he direct- 
ed his arguments against Universalism and its advocates, 
particularly against Relley, — when all these things are 
taken into the account, it is impossible to resist the con- 
viction that Hopkins, while contending against the 
views of Mr. Murray, labored to render his own c^- 
thodoxy less vulnerable, by divesting it of some ofits 
more palpably odious characteristics. He has bee/i ac- 
cused, by the Calvinists, and no doubt justly, of /aving 
advanced sentiments favorable to Univers/ism. — 
*'Why,* demanded an opposer of his vie V— /why 
have not the Universalists, Slc. multiplied ;^ithin the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church as rapidly as they 
have in New England ?• ' The answe/ which he 
would have inferred from subsequent re/jarks, is the 
same as would be given by any candid/person — ' be- 
• Ely's Contrast, p. 257. 
84 



fit Apjumix. 

eause Hopkinsianism prrvaiUd in New England; * and, 

though designed to render Calvinism less odious, it en- 
couraged inquiry, and paved the way for ita abandon- 
lucnt. 

The foregoing instances have been mentioned to show 
thtit the labors of Mr. Murray have been eminently 
conducive to the improvement which has taken place 
in the religious affairs of this country. That a great 
change has been wrought no one will deny; and that 
the reformation commenced at the time when Mr. 
Murray be^an to attract the attention of intelligent 
men of all denominations, is now susceptible of conclu- 
sive proof. It is no more than is justly due to his name 
and memory, to say, that he gave that impulse to the 
mkss of mind, which has impelled it onward to freedom 
and liberality; and that the different sects whose creeds 
have been altered to suit the era of better feeling, are in- 
debted to him, as much as to any other individual, for 
the beneficial change which has been wrought in the 
doctrines they profess. 

It has been the lingular fortune of Mr. Murray to 
have been claimed by two classes of Christians, both 
agreeing in the belief of the final salvation of all man- 
kind, but differin^r in opinion respecting the duration 
of punishment. We are glad that it is so; for it argues 
that both parties are disposed, now, while a recollec- 
tion of his virtues, and the lessons which fell from his 
lips, is fresh in many hearts, to render him the honor 
he earned by his faithfulness. Still we are compelled 
to say that the influence of his name belongs exclusive-'* 
ly neither to the one, nor the other. His fame, be it 
more or less, is the property of the liberal portion of 
Community. His doctrines affect the interests of all 
alike. He possessed a soul too much under the influ- 
ence of gospel principles, to bequeath his name, or the 
benefits of his labors, to any sect. 

It has been deemed important to compare the views 
of Mr. Murray with the sentiments maintained by his 
hiochtv esteemed fellow-laborer, the pious and talented 
Wincfcester; and this may be done, to an extent suffi- 
cient to show that, in certain eespects, they disagreed, 
while, at the same time, they cherished feelings of pure 
regard foi each other. But, in doing this we di<«claim 
having an> desire to render the comparison invidious, 
by throwing the influence of a name, however sincere 
ly venerated, into the scale against any sentiment how 
ever erroneoui in the estimation of those who consider 



themsclres entitled to the distinctive appellation of 
Universalists. 

That neither party may consider him as exclusively 
their own, instances will first be mentioned in which 
the less important opinions which he maintained differ- 
ed from those of Universalists of the present time; 
and then some notice will be taken of instances in 
which his views disagree with those of persons who 
tiave chosen to be distinguished from their brethren, by 
the appellation of Restorationists. 

The following are among the instances in which he 
advanced sentiments which are held but by few among 
those now denominated Universalists. We quote his 
own language. * It is manifest that our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, is both God and man. AH fullness dwelleth ia 
him. He was the God with us. The fulness of the 
God-head dwelling in him was the offended Being; the 
fullness of our humanity in him was the offe||p|ng na- 
ture. From the fulness of the God-head oame the law 
by Moses; through the fullness of the humanity came 
grace and truth.' Letters and Sketches of Sermons, 
vol, 1. p. 81. In this quotation two ideas are express- 
ed from which Universalists now very generally dissent. 
The doctrine of the incarnation of the whole 6od-head 
is pure Sabellianism. The advocates of that doctrine 
express their views as follows. * The whole God-head 
was incarnated, so that God dwelt in the man 'Christ 
Jesus, as he formerly did, with a visible glory, in the 
Jewish tenrvple.' 'We need not multiply words to 
show, that Unitarian Universalism admits no idea of 
this kind. Nor is it now admitted, by Universalists 
generally, that man possesses two natures; and their 
views necessarily conflict with many of Mr. Murray's 
interpretations of scripture, in which he fully express- 
ed and maintained, that human beings were thus con- 
stituted.* 

Again : His views of the nature of salvation differ 
essentially from those now entertained by Universal- 
ists. He held that all were condemned in the first 
Adam; and justified by the vicarious atonement of the 
second, Christ. This is evinced by the use he made of 
the following passages. Isa. liii. 4. and Jer. xxx- 
23, with other similar texts. After quoting, in his let. 

* Those who are desirous of examining more mindtely Mr. M.'a 
viewg upon this topic, will find them fully expressed in Letters and 
Sketches of Sermons, Vol. 1. pp. 43. 50. 49. 62, 8, 4. 85, 6. 88. 
96. 
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wind of the Lord goeth forth with fury, a continuing 
whirlviriod, it shall fali with pain upon the head of the 
wicked' — he adds, < Either on Jesus Christ who was 
mad^sinfor iw, who is the head of every man', or, UnfA- 
iy, on < thtU wicked ' sfioken of by the apostle Paul, 
in his second epistle to the Thessalonians, li. 8. ' And 
then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and destroy 
with the brightness of nis coming.' Again he says, 
Vol. 1. p. 44, ' The soul that sinneth it shall die, saith 
the prophet, and this sin, when it was finished, brought 
forth death; and as there is no man who liveth, and 
sinneth not, so the sentence of death is passed upon all 
men; and as God declared he would by no means clear 
the guilty, this sentence has been fully executed on 
every man. When Jesus died for the ungodly^ when he 
died f<Q||Uie sins of the worlds when by the grace of 
God he tasted death for every man, then, sin being 
finished, brought forth death. Again he says, ibid, pw 
45. 'Thus God, instead of clearing the guilty^ exacted the 
uttermost farthing; hence he is a just God, and a Sa- 
viour; hence he is just in justifying the ungodly; and 
hence, also, appears the justice of God, in the sunerings 
and death of him, who in himself, detached from the 
race of Adam, was pure and undefiled, (perfectly sinless 
But, it should be remembered, Christ is the head of 
every man, the individuals of the lost nature constitute 
the aggreo^ate of our Lord's mystical body, the compre 
hensive term union is the key by which we unlock this 
mystery, the head and members are united, and the in- 
iquity of the members is visited upon the Head. Yes,' 
he continues, < he bore the sins of all those who went 
astray, and, thus standing in our plaee, it was just the 
effect should follow the cause, that death, the wages of 
sin, should fall on the transgressor.'* 

From .the foregoing quotations it will be seen, that he 
held to a complete salvation from punishment, through 
the merits of Christ, — -an idea which has been very gen- 
erally abandoned by Universalists, as well as by many 
of other denominations, and superseded by the more 
rational and scriptural doctrine of salvation from sin 
through the medium of truth and grace as communicat- 
ed by our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed it is well known, 
mat the method by which he proved the final salvation 

• See also Vol 1. pp. 48, 50, 55, 88 & 9. where his view* oa 
this subject are more full}' expressed. 



ef^n mmiy and his interpretations of scripture, differed, 
essentially, from those of the denomination generally. 
Still, between him and those who now profess the doc- 
trine of * the final restitution ' in regard to the result 
of the gospel plan, there is no disagreement. He be- 
lieved in no future punishment beyond the < great day 
of the Lord; ' but held to the complete triumph of etejr- 
nal goodness over sin, death, and bell, at, or immediate- 
iy succeeding a final judgment, which, according to him, 
would be a day of triumph for the Saviour, and un 
speakable joy to a ransomed world. 

Having said thus much of Mr. Murray's views, it 
may be proper to go still further, and exhibit his opin- 
ions relative to the future condition of those who die 
in a state of impenitence and unbelief. 

He did not believe that the wicked would be imme- 
diately at death, introduced into the enjoyments of the 
heavenly kingdom. His belief, in relation to this sub- 
ject is thus expressed in his own language. < He who 
dies in unbelief, lies down in sorrow, and will rise to 
the resurrection of damnation, or, more properly, con- 
demnation. Blessed are the people who know the 
joyful sound; it is they, and they only, that walk in the 
light of God's countenance. If this was not the ease, 
where would be the necessity of preaching the gospel 
at all ? If, in the article of death, evei-y one for whom 
Christ died were made acquainted with him, and con- 
sequently, with the things that made for their peace, 
why trouble mankind, in life, about these matters.' 
Why go forth as sheep among wolves, suffering every- 
thing that the malice of blind zeal can inflict, m order 
to turn men from darkness to light, if the period to 
which we are all hastening, will effectually open the 
eyes of the understanding? If death destroys all dis- 
tinctions, would it not be well to say, 'Let us eat, 
drink, and be merry; for to-morrow we die?| * We . 
are commanded to preach the gospel, and this is a suffi- 
cient reason why we should preach the gospel.' Very 
true; but why are we commanded to preach the gospel.' 
Lb it not, that faith may come by hearing, and that, liv- 
ing by faith on the Son of God, we may finish our 
course with joy? But, if every one of the ransomed 
race are to be equally happy in death, then, although 
they did not live by faith, they, nevertheless, finish 
their course with joy, nor shall any individual arise to 
the resurrection of condemnation. This may be con- 
solatory, but it is not scriptural. These Sectarians, 
24 • 



aware of thu error, support it by uiollicir, «od, tlieve- 

fore, deny a future judgment. 

< Blensed, saitb the Holy Spirit, are the dead, who die 
in the Lord, they rest from Uieir labours. But if all are 
alike in death, it may be said, Blessed are the dead, 
who die in their sin, that is in unbelief, for they rest 
from their labours; but this cannot be, since it is only 
chose, who believing the word of the gospel, put on the 
Lord Jesus, and having received him as their right 
eousness, sanctification, and redemption, so walk in 
him, that can be said to die in him. These, and these 
only, have part in the first resurrection, on whom the 
second death can have no power. These, in the resur- 
rection, shall meet their Saviour with transport; they 
shall rise to the resurrection of salvation; they shall 
come to Zioo with songs; they shall rejoice, while the 
many who are, nevertheless, redeemed, yet unac^ 
quainted with the things, which make for their peace, 
and who rise in the second resurrection, shall be filled 
with anfuish. It is from these unhappy, despairing 
beings, that the Lord God will wipe away all tears; 
it is from these benighted beinffs, that the hand of 
divine benignity shall take away the veil. Those, who 
live and die in faith, shall have no tears to wi|)c away, 
no veil to remove. Tears, weeping, and wailing, will 
continue as long as unbelief, the procuring cause shall 
remain. . These evils will be done away together, not 
in the article of death, but in the day of the Lord, 
when every eye shall see, and every tongue shall con- 
fess to the glory of the Father.' — Ltfe and Sketches, 

At the day of judgment, as before observed, Mr. 
Murray supposed that all sin and misery would end. 
Men are not, according to his views, then to be sen- 
tenced to punishment for their sins, but, as the inherit- 
ance of Christ, to be gathered together in him, and 
made holy and happv. Unbelievers are then to awake 
to a knowledge of the truth; but this is to them the 
resurrection to condemnation, inasmuch as they are 
not, before death, prepared for happiness. But of the 
two classes he speaks as follows. 

*The believer is, in death, peculiarly happy; he ia 
then made perfect in holiness, and doth immediatelj 

Eass into glory. He leaves every thing distressing be- 
ind, and enters into the glory of the Lord. Thus holy 
and thus blessed, he hath part in the first resurrection. 
The second death hath no power over him. He cometh 
not to the judgment; it is the world that v^'U be judged 



llliese lNmii9!Jiidg#d ib^nwokea^ ifiatt not t^ j|i4^e<i» 

These are not .of the world, these were chosen out of 
<he world. These rise to the resucrection of life; and 
ABstiead of beinf judged^ we are ioforiuedby an Apostle, 
lihftt they shall >ud|e angels. 

The unfile ver is a wretched slave, first to the devil^ 
seeondiy to bum, wid thirdly to fear. Fear, W9 know^ 
hath tern^nt^-^-he* is like the prodieal feeding on husks. 
Has he Wpef It is the lu>pe of the hypocrite, which 
will oaake Jbim ashamed j it will be as the giving up of 
Ihe ehosC 

The unbeliever is miserable in life, and in death, not 
crediting the gospel of God, ou^ Saviour, which declar* 
eth that Jesus died for him : death appeareth t9 him no 
$had(nOjU ^promtheth as a mo$t formidable ntbstanee: 
It is the king of terrors. Not having put on the hord 
Jesus, the unbeliever dies in his sins^ and where Christ 
is, where is fullness of joy, he cannot come: when he 
dies he lies down in sorrow, he leaves all his happiness 
behind him. Death and the grave, darkness and hell, 
receive him; and when the trumpet, destined to raise 
the dead, shall be sounded, he will rise to the resurreo* 
tion of damnation or condemnation : he will call upon 
the rocks and mountains to fall upon him, to hide nim 
from the wrath of the Lamb. The nooks will be opened: 
hf. will be judged out of the things written in the books; 
he will be cSiulemned or damned, which words are 
syttonymous. Every man will be rewarded according 
to his works. To him who, by patient continuance in 
well doing, did the will of God, ^lory and honour; to 
him who was disobedient, tribulation and anguish. To 
the Jew first, and also to the Gentile. 

For the Lord shall be revealed from heaven in flam> 
ing fire, taking vengeance on them who know not God. 
and who obey not the gospel^ who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. Then shall he 
say, bring forth these men who would not that I should 
reign over them, and slay them before me. Then shall 
a sword proceed from the mouth of him that sitteth on 
the white horse, with which he shall slay the nations 
They shall be slain as Paul was slain when the com- 
mandment slew him, and he died; evj^ mouth shall 
be stopped, aU the world shall be gui|» before God*, 
confessedly guilty. IK 

But, blessed be God, another book; WE^II then be 
opened, and whosoever is found written W.. this book^ 
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•hall be sared f^om the power of the adrenuffy. But 

who are written in this book ? • 

In thy book, saith the spirit, all my members are 
written, and the aggregate of the human family, make 
up the members of Christ's body. The Redeemer will 
then separate his redeemed, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats; placing the fallen angels, who 
have still stimulated the race of Adam to every evil, 
and prevented them from every good — ^placing these 
fallen angels, whose names are not written in the 
Lamb's book of life, upon his left hand, while those 
who have been distressed and harassed by their decep- 
tions, thus separated from every evil, shall be placed on 
the right hand. 

And in a letter to a friend, he further says: — « Yes, 
all who are in their graves shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they who hear shall live. Yes, the 
prince of this world is judged, and the angels who kept 
not their first estate are reserved unto the judgment of 
the great day. The saints, the chosen few, the elect, 
shall be in the judgment seat, judging the world. Know 
ye not that we shall judge angels, said an Apostle. 

The dead in Christ shall rise first. There are, among 
the children of men, but two characters: such who, 
according to the direction of the spirit, put on the Lord 
Jesus, and having lived by faith in 'him, finished their 
course with joy, and laying down in peace, rise to the 
resurrection of salvation; having judged themselves, 
they shall not be judged according to the word of the 
Redeemer, 'judge yourselves, and vou shall not be 
judged.' These are the first fruits, the dead in Christ, 
who shall first rise. 

The second description includes those who have not 
believed, because they have not known. They never 
conceived that Jesus died for their sins, and rose again 
for their justification; — ^they lay down with a damning 
consciousness of sin, and of course they must rise to the 
resurrection of damnation. Damnation, so the transla- 
tors will have it; they are extremely fond of this phrase; 
yet they know there is no such phrase in the New 
Testament; but they think it sounds well, more terrific. 
Sir, you know the word thus .rendered, should be con- 
demnation; they shall rise to the resurrection of con- 
demnation; and, while continuing in ignorance and 
unbelief, they shall imagine the Lamb is possessed of 
wrath, and under this apprehension we repeat, they 
will call upon the Hionntains to fall upon them^ 



Bat, «fl 1 b^fikTA obmnred, anptber book will be 
•polled, the book of life; aad the face of the covering 
will be taken from all people, and the veil from aU 
oatiensy and every eye aball see, aod every toogue con- 
fess; and every creature in heaven, on earth, and under 
the earth, and in the sea, y^a, all of them shall ascribe, 
Blessing, and glory, and honour, to him that sitteth on 
the throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever. And 
there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, nor pain; 
all old things shall pass away, and all things shall 
become new. Then, indeed, shall the accuser of the 
^ brethren be cast out into his proper element, darkness: 
then shall the tables be turned upon the adversary, and 
like Haman, be must himself submit to the death he^ 
intended for Mordecai.' 

We conclude these extracts by one quotation from 
bfSi hints, relative to forming a christian church. — 'Yes, 
the books shall be opened, and the dead, both small and 

great, shall be judged out of the things written in the 
ooks. Every mouth shall be stopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God; and whilo'Conscious 
of guilt, but ignorant of a Saviour, and that the Saviour 
is the only wise God who is just even 0$ a Savior ^ they 
shall call upon the rocks and mountains to fall upon 
them, that they may, beneath the covert of the falling 
mountains, be bidden from the wrath of the LamlH 
But in this judgment, the Judge is the Savior. Here 
all judgment is committed unto Jesus, because he is 
the Son of man, the Son of the offending, suffering, 
affrighted nature. In that future day, upon which God 
hath appointed the judgment, it is the Prince and the 
Saviour who is appointed to judge the world in right- 
eousness, even that man whom the divine Nature 
ordained. Here, instead of head and members being 
judged together by the head of Christ, the divine 
Nature, the members are considered, in their distinct 
characters, as good and evil, or believer and unbeliever, 
as children of light or children of darkness, and judged 
by their own head, for the head of every inan is Christ. 
Again, The business of this judgment j^!^^ be censid* 
ered, in some sort, different from the i^^ler. jJP^a^, 
was to suffer the wa^es of sin; this, alter ^sirffer in g the 
eonsequence of unbelief, which is the torment of fear, 
to stop erery mouth, that the Lord alone may be 
exalted, and to biing every one into a state of willing 
obedience unto the gospeL In the former judgipent, 
«io was pat away from the lost nature, by the death or 
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sacriiice of the Saviour as the second Adam, so Uiat 
God may behold the once lost and polluted nature, as 
saved and pure in him. The last judgment is to bring 
each member into the same state in themselves. Once 
more; as in the former judgment, the prince of this 
world, who also is called the God of this world, was 
cast oat, in the last judgment the whole of the angelic 
nature, who fell from their first habitation, and who are 
reserved in chains of darkness ^nto the judgment of 
this great day, will, in the character of goats placed on 
the left hand of the Shepherd of the sheep, be judged, 
and sent, as accursed, into the fire prepared for them. 
Then shall that wielded be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and destroy 
by the brightness of his coming.' 

Having given an epitome of Mr. Murray's views 
upon several important subjects, we are now prepared 
to enter somewhat particularly into a consideration of 
the light in which he viewed the sentiments of his dis- 
tinguished cotemporary, and fellow-laborer. Rev. Elha- 
nan Winchester, and to notice the tenderness of feeling 
which the former cherished towards the latter, and 
which we trust was duly reciprocated. 

Mr. Winchejater, like the first promulgator of glad 
tidings in this countrv, was a man possessed of extraor- 
dinary talents, and ne adorned them by an elevated 
piety. These great and good men maintained opinions 
which were decidedly dissimilar Still it has ofton been 
said, and may be here repeated, that, unlike many 
cotemporary reformers, they entertained no fbelings of 
enmity towards each other. 

Mr. Winchester became a convert to the doctrine of 
the final restitution, and avowed his change of opmion 
at Philadelphia^ in the month of October, 1780. Mr 
Murray at that time resided at Gloucester^ Mass. The 
conversion of one so deservedly popular as he seems to 
have been, could not but attract public attention. The 
gladsome intelligence soon reached the ears of Mr 
Murray, v^ho expressed his feelings at the time as fol- 
lows. " My wish for a union of sentiment among those, 
especially teachers, who advocate the pure doctrine of 
God our Savior, is a predominating wish. I have 
been accused of assuming the dictator, but the truth is, 
it would give me inexpressible satisfaction to find, in 
every town on the continent, a preacher infinitely supe* 
rior to myself, both for matter and manner. I do not 
think I should be tortured by envy. God aU^racious, 



Increase the number of -faithful, wdl4iiBtrBcted laboiv 

4rH, who may administer the truth in righteousness.' 
(^ Letters and Sketches^ FoL 3, /». 111.) In acommuni* 
nation addressed to Mr. W., he says — 

' RsvER£ND Sir, — Although personally unacquainted 
with you, yet you will not be surprised at hearing from 
me, when you recollect a letter which you have recently 
, written to a Mr. B. which has been handed to me, and 
Ai which I am mentioned. 

The letter to which I advert contains many excellent, 
because divine truths; and it afforded me, in the read- 
ing, some heavenly sensations.. It is so rare to find any 
person on earth speaking the language of heaven, that 
with every other charm, it possesses also the charm of 
novelty. 

Many months have elap^d since public fame brought 
Co my ears the soul-reviving intelligence, that a certain 
gentleman who had breathed forth the spirit of Saul of 
Targius, was now like the Apostle Paul preaching that 
faith which before he persecuted, boldly affirming that 
in the way the worshippers of antichrist called heresy, 
so worshipped he the God of his fathers. When I heard 
this report, I feit, I believe, much as people in geperal 
do when they hear the gospeL I thought it was too good 
to be true. I did not, at the moment, attend to the 
power of him who calleth whom he will out of dark- 
ness, and bringing them into his marvellous light; who 
sendeth them forth to publish his salvation to every , 
•jeature; to proclaim to every creature, that he died 
for their sins, and arose again for their justification. 

However, as public report is so little worthy of credit, 
f determined to suspend ray judgment, well persuaded 
*.hat if you were indeed a genuine disciple of the true 
Christ, the deceived worshippers of antichrist would 
fioon, by their manifold calumnies, sufficiently ascertain 
the fact; for he who said, Lo, I am with you always to ^ 
the end of the world, said also. If ye be of me, the world 
v/ill hate you, and they will thrust you out of the syna« 
gogue, saying all manner of evil of you, falsely, for my 
name sake. But if it is given you on the behalf of 
Christ to believe, I trust it will be also given you cheer- 
fully to suffer for his name sake; nor will you sorrow 
as those without hope, for, blessed be God, our hope if 
JtUl of immortality, and therefore it is a hope that maketa 
pot ashamed. 

O, the distinguishing grace of God! To you i 10 
given to know Uie mysteries of the kingdom of God, out 



to otkers in p«fii1il«». But light l« put hito you, at w« 
put a candle in a candlestick, that it may give light to 
all that are in the house. Mankind are even now in the 
house. In God we live, move^ and have our being; but 
they know not where they me; if thou hafist hnmcn^ 
aaya our Saviour, who it is that saith unto thee, Give 
me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of him; and he 
%fould have given thee living waier, &c. &c. This is 
life eternal to know him, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent; and why ? Because Jesus is 
iIm life of the world. 

Go on then, thou highly favoured of the Lord. I bid 
tbee God speed. Go on and preach Jesus and the re»- 
vrrection. Cry aloud, spare not; tell professors their 
transgressions; tell churchmen their sins, and show 
them that they, on Whom the tower of Siloam fell, were 
not sinners worse than they; tell them that their works 
are evil. They will hate you for this; but remember 
him who hath said, They hated me before they hated 
you; and if they have done these things in the green 
tree, what shall they not do in the dry.''— ^[Le^ ^ SkJ\ 

Their subsequent introduction, and the commence- 
ment of their personal acquaintance is described in Mr. 
Murray's journal as follows — • I have a prospect of 
being introduced to a clergyman of great eminence in 
the religious world. He was, \ am told, a zealous and 
most inveterate persecutor, of those^who professed to 
believe in tjie doctrines of the gospel, and was diligent- 
ly employed in searching the sacred records, to qualify 
himself to enter the lists as a disputant, should chance 
ever throw me in his way : but being a man of great in- 
tegrity, and remarkable for candor, much to the aston- 
ishment of his clerical brethren, the result of his in- 
vestigation, produced him a Universalist of the Chaun- 
Oey school. Yet, this shade of difference I conceived 
would operate as an effectual bar to his intercourse, or 
religious communion with me. However, I have, as I 
said, some reason to expect an interview with this same 
Mr. W , and my expectation originates in a conver- 
sation, of which, considering the event it may produce^ 
I think proper to preserve the following minutes. 

• G, Have you ever seen Mr. W —} 

M. No, Sir. 

O, I attend on his ministry. Sir; and bat that he » 
too ill to go abroad, I am persuaded hh would have 
Waited upon you. 

Jtf, I am told Mr. W— ^is ill, Sir, and I twj much 



regret his indispositioQ. I wi)l thoiik' fwi- torpMaeat 
him my respectAi! compliments. 

O. That I will, Sir, with a v«st deal of pleasoM. I 
shall be very happy indeed. Sir, to etirry gyoh ^ mes- 
sage from you to him. 

M. Weil, Sir, I will make you more happy stHI. I 
will pray you to assure Mr, W — of my heartV best 
affection^ not as a eompliTneilt, 'but with sooh un£etffn«d 
sincerity, as one servant of the Redeemer ought to cner- 
ish toward another. 

O, Well, sir, I am e:«»eediagly pleased Co b* t/me 
bearer of sueh a message. 

And thus, as I presume, the way is opened for my 
Introduction to this zealous, benevolent, iind most ua- 
eommon ni»n.* 

He further remarks — * I dined yeeteid ay j agreeably to 
promise: many gentlenien we're present. But, <Jby the 
iife of rhnraoh, they were all spies;' However, I 
treated them as spies in general are tmiitpd, when tfa^ 
are not han^d« f gave them something to carry away 
with them. 

My message has been delivei>ed to liCr. W uj u . , with 
which he expressed himself exeeedingly pleased. He 
would have met the party coHected, nad he been 
able; and he expressed a strong d«sire to see and coa- 
' verse with me. If requested, 1 shall certainly visit him. 

I have been, by invitation, to visit Mr. Wr^; he 
'aeems tottering on the verge of another world. I have 
been edified by his remarlcs; and although I ara not 
united with him in sentiment, in every pairtioular, yet 
we join issue in one glorious and fundamental truth, the 
final restoration of the whole posterity of Adam; and on 
this ground I hail him as my friend and brother. Our 
interview has been extremely afllhcting ; he clasped me 
with ardor to his bosom, and dropped such tears, as 
friends are wont to shed, upon meeting each other, aAer 
a long and painful separation. 1 anticipate both pleas- 
ure and profit, from associating with this gentleman.r^ 
ILetien ^ Sketehe^,] 

The kindness of Mr Murray's feelings towards Mr. 
■Winchester is clearly evinced in the following:* — 

' Pray, Sir, said an inquirer to me yesterday, pray. Sit ^ 
did you ever hear Mr. W preach ? 

Murray. No, Sir. 
^ buniirer. I understand he is turned quite about. 

JW.Yos,Sir. 

inq Mo ihas ihiquently preached in this pl^LCsOk 
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Jir. So 1 am told. 

Inq. He was a very violent adversary to the trath. 

JUL So I have heard. 

Inq. But he has out-stripped you now, for he preaches 
the salvation of Devils, as well as men. 

M. ho I understand. 

Inq, But, is there not as much danger in going beyond, 
as in coming short, of divine revelation? 

Jtf, I rather think not. Sir. Truth, and nothing but 
truth, is, no doubt, greatly to be desired. Yet, it 
appears to me, there is more to be said in favor of him, 
who views the mercy of God as boundless, and thus, as 
a consequence, embraceth every inteiligeut bein^; I 
-aay, such a person deserves more credit, than that indi- 
vidual, whose narrow soul, wholly unacquainted with 
the immensity of divine love, limits the Holy One of 
Israel, to a small number of the human race. Yet, Sir, 
I confess to you, that as the Redeemer passed by the 
nature of angels, and took not upon him their character, 
but the nature and character of humanity, I am willing 
to pass them by also; I conceive I am not called to 
preach to the fallen angels, nor do I aim at being wise 
above what is written. 

Inq. But Mr. W insists upon the restitution of 

all tnings; is not the restitution of a^ thingi a scripture 
doctrine? surely, what is written in scripture, is a scrip- 
ture doctrine. 

M. The restitution of all things is undoubtedly a 
scripture doctrine, ^nd I am far from objecting to the 
will of God, if he should choose to make the crooked 
•traight^ as well as the rough places smooth. Yet, as I 
said, I do not conceive /am sent to preach to Devils. 
One thing, however, I know; that if God should show 
favor to the deceiver, there can be no doubt of his 
showing favor to the deceived; and although the scrip- 
tures may not, in my view, appear to teach the doctrine 
of salvation, to fallen, angelic sinners, yet, another ser 
vant of my great Master, under the direction of the 
same spirit, may be permitted to fathom more deeply 
those waters of the sanctuary. 

Inq. Why, I think, you must allow that all things are 
possible with God. 

M. Surely; and I acknowledge it to be an Incontro- 
vertible fact, that we know not the extent of his power, 
or of his grace; and wherever I find a person preaching 
Christ Jesus, as the Saviour of the would, he shall have 
my heart, and my hand, nor will I quarrel with hiai. 



beeaa«e betfamks too higldy of the grace nif oar Lor4 

Jesjus Christ. 

Inq. Do you know if it be true that Mr. W - ■ is a 
preacher of purgatory ? . 

M, I really do not know what are his views of an 
intermediate state, as I have an account of this particu- 
lar, only from his enemies. It is said of me, that I take 
a purgatory into ray calculations; but my ideas are 
wh^ly confinedvto the baptism of Christ, where our 
God as a consuming fire hath purified the whole of his 
inheritance; a knowledge of this fact, pur^^eth the con- 
science of the individual who receiveth it from dead 
works, to serve the living God; and when this knowl- 
edge IS universally communicated, then shall the right- 
eous shine forth, as the sun, in the kingdom of the 
Father. The views of Mr. W are, perhaps, simi- 
lar to mine; at any rate, there are, from the same spirit, 
diversity of giils: and it is proper that we should cher- 
ish toward each other a spirit of liberality.'-[Lc^ <$• S,] 

In a letter to a friend in England, he says— ^' I be- 
lieve Mr. W. to be a very sincere man, and a very 
warm hearted Christian. 1 think him in an error— 1 
think his plan cannot be supported upon christian princi- 
ples; but he believes it can. I have labored to convince 
nil n of . his error, well persuaded that he would aban- 
don any nrinciple which he could be convinced was 
wrongi but when I hear our divine Master upbraiding 
jbis immediate disciples, with tl^eir hardness of heart 
«ud unbelief, and yet l«ving them with an everlasting 
love; when I learn that he hath compass'^on on the ig- 
pdrant, and upon those who are out of the way, I am 
asbamed of the reserves^ which I experience toward 
those who differ from me in sentiment.' 

< Since I last wrote to you,' he said in a letter to 
Rev. Noah Parker of Portsmouth N. H. * I have 
seen and conversed with the Rev. Mr, Winches- 
ter. I admire him much; his conduct and expressions 
«vince one of the best hearts I have knovyn. I have con- 
ceived a very strong affection for him, and to the con- 
fusion of the enemies of the gospel of God our Savior, 
a very. large number of respectable hearers have seen 
jbim and your friend enter the pulpit together. Mr. 
W — '■ — sang., and addr-essed the throne of grace, and, by 
liis request, I preached. A greiiter part of his congre* 

fitton are enemies to me, because, m their judgment, 
do not RufHciently expatiate upon inward holiness; for, 
.altkoHgh th<^ call themselves Universalists, yet Christ 



I§ rfof M»(lk\em for Utei^; but I bftTto pkMtobed to their 
preacher in private, and I have the satisfaction to pro- 
lioiince, that he receives the grace of God with avidity 
--(Letters and Sketches, Fol 2./i. 112, 113.) 

The fotloTVing is a Sermoii by Mr. Murray, delivered 
befoi^e th6 first meeting of the general convention ot 
Universalists, convened at Oxford, Mass. September, 
1786. The * beloved friend,' to whose exposition of the 
gotipei he alluded, was Mr. Winchester. 

^ OtfR beloved friend, and very dear brother, having 
^Iven you a clear view of the gospel, has referred to me 
tne consideration of the apostolic aflSrmation — « But 
thmigh we, or an angel from heaven preach unto youany 
other gospel, than that which toe have preached unto you, 
'let him be accursed.^ Suppose, for example, we who 
have now preached that you are redeemed from the 
curse of the law, in consequence of Jesus beitig made a 
curse for you ;x that you who, being unrighteous, couid 
tn such a character have no inheritance in that kincdom, 
Which the unrighteous cannot inherit j ftre now aeirs, 
joint heirs with Christ, according to promise. In tb« 
fulfilment of that prophecy, < The name whereby hi 
shall be called is the Lord our rtghteousnew^* that w« 
who have sinned, and on whom, ais sinners, the sentence 
had passed — * The soul that sinneth shall die;' sbafl 
five and not die, not in consequence of makhi^g void th« 
law, but in consequence of Jesus dyin ^ for tts, and that 
tti such a way, chat his death was, in the eye of infinit* 
truth and justice, considered our detUh; so that con- 
strained by the love of God, we judge chat if one died 
tor all, then all are dead; and that the just, thus dying 
for the unjust y was to bring them to God, and that being 
thus brought to God, he hath accepted us in the Belor* 
ed; and that we are complete in hini; atld that the jttst 
trod, who hath accepted us in our head, will in no wise 
cast us out; and that he hath appointed a d&y, in the 
which he will judge the world in righteousness not by 
themselves; the apostle would not dare to judge himself 
by himself, but by that man whom he hath oi^ained, 
hot only to be the judge of quick and detid, but also to 
be a Princie and a Savior; to give repeetsnce to the 
impenitent, and remission of sins to the offender. Tlt«t 
jrour transgressions are blotted out, and your iiiiquitiei 
pardoned, ^hat when we all like sheep hod gone iaitit$f^ 



«vei7 one to hi&own way, the Lord laid upon the Re- 
deemer the iaiquities of us all, and that having suffered 
€or our sins, and put them away by the sacrifice of him- 
self, God in now a reconciled God, not imputing unto 
the world their trespasses; having made the humanity 
of Christ sin for us, that we may be made the righteous- 
iness of (rod in him. 

' Suppose, I say, that we who have thus, by the grace 
of God, authorised by divine authority, preached this 
true, this everlasting gospel, should, through the muta- 
bility of our nature, and that dreadful propensity in our 
evil hearts to turn aside as a broken bow, n*om the mark 
of the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus — suppose 
we should preach unto you another gospel, assuring you 
that your own obedience to the righteous law must 
exempt you from the curse denounced against law- 
breakers, or you would never be exempted; that you 
must be distinguished from the rest of mankind, who 
are unrighteous, by a change wrought in yourselves, so 
that you may be so fully convinced you are not like 
other men, that you may be able in the presence of God, 
to thank him for bis discriminating grace, or you never 
ean have any legal or just claim to an inheritance in tl^e 
kingdom of God, and of Christ — that sinners not thus 
changed, and made righteous, must assuredly die the 
death, and the unjust assuredly suffer in their own pete- 
SONS, for their own sins, before they can be brought to 
-G^; and that should they approach him previous to 
this change, he will assuredly cast them out into the fire 

Srepared fbr the devil and his angels — For that although 
esus died for sinners, yet his death in the sight of 
infinite justice was not the death of the sinner, and that 
the sentence passed on the sinner is still in full force: 
; the soul that sinneth shall die— -That we are not accepted 
in the beloved, nor complete in him; and that therefore 
the just- God hath appointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness, by that righteoui 
law which condemns the offender to everlasting perdi- 
tion, and sets the obedient free — That on that day the 
! sinners of mankind will find that their transgressions 
are not pardoned; that their iniquities were not blotted 
«ut; that they were noMaid upon Jesus; or if they 
were, that he did not put them away; that he performed 
no more than was performed by the sacrifices under the 
Mosaic dispensation; putting them away and yet leav- 
ing the people still in guilt, and under condemnation: 
•ml thAi^yCoas^quently, God i$ not, cannot be reconeilei 
35*^ • ' 



tMlo (fie WMJ^ tiof ^«r ^]| be tinttl tbcly tfre fe-flt ro0» 
^fft:11^ ^to htrfi; ibcft h^ te^lly doM^ «tHi hm^ia^ xtmh 
Ih^m their eft^Yi^^^es; Aftd thut attb«rQ^ it may tesomto 
itense b^ tfi^ tbat J^stfs vhM nwa)^ Kifti Ibr tfaeil^, ^et -wt 
tannot ih'iiAi thkt 9\ikii6tdyhtetck i«}th cflmiss in tAmU- 

' If, I say, we, or an angel frOttt h^BCren, ^InyQld 
|>'reach 'A ^sp^ ^6 'ditP^ff^i ftortk thitt already «i«clared 
to you, 1^ hikn h^ titiaM^sed^ L^ him be edns^ideml in 
the same p6}ht af v96^, with respe^^t to the gcmp^l^ thrtt 
the Jews cbti^ide^^d the 3|n6rah't Ge'dtflei^ ^ith respedt 
to the lawMet iht^B who know not the faw lye aeettraed. 

« But stibtild H bte afdked how, ttfth what proprtety, 
Can the preaching ybtit thiis 'ileAcribe, be termed gospel, 
since gospel is Bterkllj ^ad tMiiK^^, ifir go^ news? 
We anaVt-er, 't'he^ltib^le did^^t ebnsider this te#tint««y 
j^ospel; his ifldtithirtrits ViheT^fei the reverse of tliift testi- 
mony; h^ only Spteafcs ef It as the flwt bMlevets, who 
being z^atbtis Ibr the IhW, ^Ice of tbe «onI^rvertitig 
doctrine they jirestched. They Edited theSf preaching 
gospel-preacftrhg; and for the pttTpbse tifm^Wng it ap- 
pear in sbhie sort cionsi^tent With the name, they 
declared tihtb the people glad tidiAjgB; tbat in Ck>iise- 
quence of the de^cfent off Jesiis 'GhriSi upon this our 
globe, we rhay now h't; se^ed, knd it is feiitirely our owti 
•fault if tvfe be not; that We hare not the same law, in 
all its fulhe.«js tb 6bey thftt thfe JeWs tiiid; tbat many of 
the ceremonies fere tak^n out tff the Way; t^at God now 
only reqa'^e^ m t\i keep his botnfntAfidineHts, to do jus- 
tice, to 10V16 ritfercy, latod to walk humbly with God; iind 
should we, through the imbecility 6f tfnt nature, err 
from the p'Ath of ttedtittide, We b^ing able to app^l to 
God, thfitt it W^s not willingly ot- by design, the Media- 
tor will, iti suth feirdtimstanctfs, tntereede fsfr us; ^fid 
on our repeifitatiee *nd refbrtttation. We shall be tliken 
into fiivbur. Thtrs, althou^b the Ikvr be -Imleed brek«n, 
and your sbtils hare sinned, yet to such fa'twitcs We 
brin* glad tirfitgs; .jrou &ball not die, HbT suffer the cttrse 
of a brokeh law. 

What al'thbu^h the uti righteous cannot inherit eiMnal 
life, yet behoTd We bring unto you ^lad tidings: y««i 
may be rigbtftoUS if you will; for Jestis e^a-me ifrtb «l(e 
Wbrtd to show you, by his bright example. What y«u 
ihust do if yba #ould be righteous; which but fbr bis 
ippearhnfte yeu nferer could hare knowti; atid httt biAy 
so, but if Vbu Will only see, and be iti h^te WlA tHis 
fliviiie pattern, knd do a!l in your poWertoitoftlill^l 



iirlwMV«# yon iHid ^Niar^lf tliTDu^h iMrMM t^^ktieM, 
MMibl^ to attain to his ftkerieai^ he wMl, W ytf& ^^tinu« 
ki^ cail nnon liini, facdp yoo; tiiiy,li« will iVOHt iii you 
to wiU and to do; beboM therefore We bi^'g you glad 
fidiags; you will have aU the reward and eo^netida- 
tion, as if you had by your own labevetft atrengthy 
wroOfi^iit out yow own satvaildn* 

Thus, if by close attentioin to the r^ed laid doWA In 
tite precepts of the law, and the exuni^e of i^us Christ 
you attain to righteousness, vou ^hell Mot beeottdemrmd 
with sinners; but when God shall say to them. Depart 
ye cursed into everlasting fire, he shall say to you. 
Come ye blessed of my Father; wMle to the sinner he 
eays. Thou wicked servant, thou shoufd^t b$te put my 
money to usury, he will say to you who have kept his 
couinnandments, Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

But as this does not seem glad tidingis to evtrv erea- 
twe, we would say to the unjust, Who Imrtt suffei- for 
their sins, that their suflbrtngs shall finally bring them 
to God; that when they have suffered as much fts the 
justice of God can demand, so that on <scratm)zrng the 
account, it will appear that the dinner h^ paid this ui' 
termost farthing; then they shall com* forth from the 
deep dungeon, where by the grace of Jesus Christ they 
have been enabled to suffer so much, and give gtory to 
him, who by suffering so much in his own person, ren- 
dered it possible for them to obtain salvation by their 
own deeds and sufferings. 

Thus shall all finally be happy; althou^ not af! pre- 
cisely in the same way. Some shall attain enoless 
felicity by obedience to the law, and Others by sufiTering 
the pains and penalties annexed to the breach of the 
law. What then becomes of the finished redemption 
wrought out by the Redeemer of men ? Vet it is ea^ 
to prove that this testimony is gosprel; but it must be 
confessed that there is ns much dinerence between the 
two gospels, as between heaven above and Cai^h be- 
neath; and such who are under the influence of thti 
Spirit of this world, merely of the eart*h, earthy, will 
undoubtedly prefer the latter gospel; while such who 
are under the influence of his spirit who says, I arti 
fVom abotre; my kingdom is not of this worid; and who 
(^rmsequently see their treasure in heaven, arul nothing 
which merits the name of durable riches and righteous- 
net^^ any wlrel*e else; so that they can with ii'iTth say^ 
when they aik whom have I in heaven but thee? thi^r^ 



is nothing mi earth I desire beside thee. Perftoiis of 

. this description will give the preference to Paul's gos- 
pel^ and continuing under the influence of that spirit 
which taketh of the things of Jesus, and showeth them 
unto the soul, they will assuredly follow the apostolic 
direction in all things, delighting to imitate his exam- 
ple, and determining to know nothing save Christ Jesus, 
And him crucified. ' God forbid,' they exclaim, 'God 
forbid that we should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
us, and we unto the world.' Yea, doubtless, and they 
count all things but loss for the ^cellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus their Lord, for whom they would 
gladly suffer the loss of all things. They desire, ear- 
nestly desire, to be found in the Redeemer, not having 
their own righteousness which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith. They believe it to be life 
eternal to knoie Ood and Jeaus Christ whom he hath 
sent. They listen to the voice of the Lord, who saith, 
Let not the wise man glory in bis wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, nor the rich man in 
his riches. But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me; that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgment and right- 
eousness in the earth; for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord. 

The believers of Paul's gospel, nniformly consider 
themselves as complete in Christ Jesus; they know that 
the Redeemer alone hath collected the materials; that 
he alone will build the temple; bringin? forth the head- 
stone thereof with shoutings crying, * Chraee, grace ufUo 
it.'— Letters, ^c. ii. 118—122, 

From the foregoing extracts it will be seen that Mr. 
Murray was conscious of the fact, that Mr. Winches- 
ter's opinions differed from his own in many respects, 
and in relation to points of doctrine concerning which 
he was tenacious. Still, he manifested, and doubtless 
felt, a pure friendship for Mr. W. personally, and ap- 
preciated his highly useful labors— >e$ti mating them, and 
the sentiments taught by him, by their tendency to aug- 
ment the sum of human happiness. The conduct of 
these great and good men may be commended to all, as 
Mrorthy of imitation, and especially to the serious con 
sideration of such as profess to have embraced the doc 
trines which they inpuicated. 



The MUf^ng l»j|;eBioUfl ^rraogeRieiit. of 40^i»tHr# 
|»adsage3 may be iDteresthig' to the rMUlerj and it isaub^ 
joined as an evidence of Mi*. Murray'd coniSdence in 
tile viewB which he so zealously promulgated. 

ALL THE SACRED WRITERS UNlVERdAUSTS. 

I have no doctrine, bat the doctrine taught by Qod 
the Savior. I reject every doctrine, which the mouth 
of the Lord hath not spoken^ The apostolic churches 
^ere formed by professors of the doctrine of universal 
redemption. Jesus Christ, and his apostles, preached 
and defended this doctrine. All the writers of Revela- 
tion were strong in the faithful belief of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation; so saitb the Apostle Peter, when 
•peaking of the ivorld^ Redeemer. < The heavens 
must receive him, until the restitution of all thingS) 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets, since the world began.' How much is 
contained in this single testimony of the Apostle. Yes, 
indeed, God blessed Abrahatn, and said, in thee shall all 
nations of the earth be blessed. 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, believed God, and were 
therefore Utmtn^i^, And the Lord said, I have 
pardoned aeeordiag to thy word^ Rut as truly as t live, 
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord. 
Kumbens xiv. SO, 31 » Moses believed G«l, and was 
therefore a UnwerMmlUt, 

All the ends of the world shall remember, and turn 
«nto the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations shall 
worship before thee, for the kingdom is the Lord's. 
AH they that go down to the dust shall bow before him. 
Pdahn xxii. 27, SS, 29. < Let the })eople praise thee, O 
God, let all the people praise thee.' 

' All nations shall caU him blessed, and let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory, amea, and amen.' Psalm 
Ixzii. 8, 17, 19. 

< All nations whom thou hast made, shall come and 
worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy 
Psabn Ixxxvi. 9. 



' My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and 
:^t all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.' 
Psalm cxliVv 91. 

Thus it appears that the Royal Prophet was a strong 
UnA9trwalut, 

't*Uy shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 



moofrtfthi; for the eaith «]mi11 befttll of the knowlddgt 
of the Lord, w the wiiters cover the sea.' Isaiah xi. 9. 
* And in this mountaio shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto all people, a feast of fat things. And he will 
destroy, in this mountain, the face of the covering cast 
over all people; the veil that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death in victory. And the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the 
rebuke of his people will he take from off alt the earthi 
Cor the month of the Lord hath Spoken it.' xxx. 6, 8. 

All this, no doubt, Isaiah fully believed. Isaiah, 
therefore, was a Universaiist, 

< Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
perform that good thing which 1 have promised to the 
house of Israel, and to the house of Judah.' See also 
Jer. xxxi. 31, 84. 

Jeremiah, in full assurance that God would perform 
what he promised, was unquestionably a Universalist 

' When thy sister Sodom and her daughters shall re- 
turn to their former estate, and Samaria and her daugh- 
ters shall return to their former estate. Then thou and 
thy daughters shall return to thy former estate.' £ze- 
kiel xvi. 55. 

Sodom and her daughters were those who suffered 
the vengeance of eternal fire. But the prophet Ezekiel, 
being a Universalist, was persuaded they would not be 
eternally^ suffering the vengeance of eternal tire. 

< Pharaoh shall see them, and be comforted over all 
his multitude; even Pharaoh and all his army slain by 
the sword, saith the Lord.' Ezekiel xxxii. SI. 

* Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and yen 
shall be clean from all your filthiness, and from all your 
idols will I cleanse you. Then the heathen that are 
left round about you, shall know that I the Lord build 
the ruined places.' Ezekiel xxxvi. 35, 36. 

Thus we see Ezekiel, in declaring the salvation of 
Jew and Heathen, was a Universalist. 
. ' Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and 
to make an end of sin, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness.' 
Daniel ix. 24. Surely Daniel was a very strong Unt- 
versalist, 

' Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as 
the sand of the sea shore that cannot be measured or 
numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place 
where it was said unto them, ye are not my people^ 



there it ikall b4 said unto them^ ye are the mine, of the 
living God.* Hosea i. 10^ < And I witt sow her unto 
me in the earth, and I will have mercy on her that had 
not obtained mercy, and I Will say to them/ which were 
not my people, thou art my people, and they shall say, 
thou art my God.' Hosea ii. 33. Was not Hosea a 
Universalist? 

< And it shall come to pass afterwards, that I will 
pour out my spirit upon all flesh,' &c. Joel ii. 38. 
^ For I will cleanse their blood, that I have not cleansed.' 
Joel iii. 31. 

< In that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, 
that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof, that 
they may possess the remnant of all Edom, and of the 
heathen, which are called by my name, saith the Lord, 
that doe th this.' Amos ix. U, 13. 

' And Saviors shall come upon Mount Zion, to judge 
the mount of Esau, and the kingdom shall be the Lord's.^ 
Obadiah 31. 

' And he shall judge amonff many peopl«*j &ad rebufca 
strong nations afar off, and tney shall beikt their swords 
into plousrhshares, and their sppurs into pruoing-iiuofcs. 
Nation snail not iitt up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. But they sha!! sit 
every man under bis vine, and under his fig-tree, and 
none shall make them afraid, tor the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it." Micah, iv. 3, 4. < He will turn affain, 
he will have compassion upon us, he will subdue all our 
iniquities, and thou wilt cast all our sins into the depths 
of the sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and 
the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our 
fathers, from the days of old.' Micah vii. 19, 30. Thus 
it is plain, the prophets were all Univergalists, 

But the angels of God are also Universalists, Let 
us listen to these messenffers of heaven, while addressing 
the wondering shepherds of Judea. ' And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not, behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; and 
suddenly tdere was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God, and saying, Glory be to 
God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
towards men.' Luke ii. 10, 14. 

The devout Simeon was a Universalist, « For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all oeople, a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory ot thy people Israel.' Luke ii. SO, 
81, 83. 



Suty^uet 19m wmy mftqeMkk ^wtet aU the •iriMfefitIi 
aMl all tke a]M»ftl«frwere, in one view, let us bear the 
•entiinentt of o^r Savior iiimself, upoa this subjeot 
*Kor I hare fiven unto them the words which thou 
Iffavesc me, atidobey >b#ve received them.' John xvii 
d. * For 1 haiw not tfpokeo of myseif, but the Father 
which sent me; he gave me a commandment, what I 
should aay, and wiuit I shoqld speak, and I know that 
this oommaudment is ^lifb everlasting. Whatsoever I 
speak, therefore, ^ven as the -Father said unto me, so I 
speak.' John xii. 49.. 50. See also ver. 32. 

Let us now attetid to the ministry committed to the 
apostle. ^ God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing unto them their trespasses.' 
ft Corimhians v, 19. < And be shall send Jesus Christ, 
who before was p. 'cached unto you, whom the heavens 
inusi receive^ until the tinfies of the restitution of all 
things, which God bath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets, ever since the world began.' Acts iii. SI. 

It IS ^ain, from these testimonies, and many more 
whksb nmgbt be adduced, that the doctrine of Universal- 
iam is the doo|rine of (jlod our Saviour; and while the 
Unwer$aiiiU can produce so many illustrious vouchersj 
they never can be discomfited, or even embarrassed.^ 



APDENDA. 



JIE. MV|li|AT'9 iki^QVST Or HIS VISIT TO TKB PULCUB 
WHSRS HE PIR8T :I«1;V^ED, AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS 
EEI.OFE9 FRIE9D AND PATROX^ THOMAS POTTER. 

' My ride to this plaoe has been very disagreefihle, 
the heat so intense and the sand sodeep;flnd no hogpit*- 
ftbleiHend P " in view«-*<^N<lear, honored friend, the 
first patron with which 1 vras blessed in this new world, 
bow indulgent wert thou to nie,-^with how mueh 
benevolence didst thou cherish me, when a strpinger in 
thy mansion, and how didst thou labor lor my advanoe^ 
iiient. 

- ' Many aged persons, who were in the habitof attend- 
ing my labors, hiave visited me. They express thetr 
honest sensibility .in a variety of ways; but lill are over- 
joyed to *ee .me; they are solicitous to pour into my 
ear the story of their accumulated sufferings; they im- 
agine they shall reap pleasure from coiiimiseration; yet 
what, alast.can helpless pity do? There is, however, 
mueh pleasure in>6oiQmunicating our sorrows to asym* 
pathissmg friend. 

< lam now in the house that once belonged to the 
venerable P , to my friend P^^— -. I am not bow- 
ever an occupant of the same apartment which he fitted 
up for my use, and directed me to consider as my own) 
that apartment; and the greater part of the house, is 
devoted to those who loired not him, and knew not me. 
Alas] what is this world! how often we thus exclaim, 
thus ask, because we imagine it is not what it should 
be; were it under our direction it would be better man- 
aged; but it is not nor ever will be-~One thing is certain, 
on life there is little or no dependence — This dear maU) 
this Anoeriean < man of ross,' was suddenly snatched 
from the scenes of time^ deprived instantly of reason, 
^«nd in a few houcs of life. < His soul proud scienct 
never taught to f tray;' But he-was a gem of ihefirsf 
26 



OS ADDBITDA. 

quality, and notwithstanding the crust, which from his 
birth enfolded him, yet by the rubs he suffered from the 
pebbles among which he was placed, this crust was so 
far broken, as to emit, upon almoi^t every occasion, the 
native splendor of his intellect. Had this man in early 
life*received the culture of nature's hand-maid, what a 
luminous figure he would have made ! But the God of 
nature had stamped upon his soul tne image of himself, 
unbounded benevolence. 

' I reached this place yesterday evening, the sun was 
just setting and as I passed through the well-known 
fields, and saw them rich and flourishing in all the pride 
of nature. I felt an irrational kind of anger glow at my 
heart, that those fields should look so exceeding gay, 
when their master had taken an everlasting leave of 
fiirery terrestrial scene. The depression upon my 
spirits, as 1 reached the house, was indescribable; I 
beheld one, and another, whose faces I had never before 
seen. An ugly mastiff growled at me as I passed; and 
this is the first time, said I, that I was ever growled at, 
in this place, by any of thy kind; but he was soon 
silenced by a. lad, who was brought up by my friend. 
* Lord bless me — Is not this Mr. Murray.^ » Why, Matt, 
do you remember ine ? ^ Remember you. Sir — ^remem- 
ber Mr. Murray-r-yes, indeed^ Sir.' This dog does 
not, Mott^! < But he would if he had lived in master^ 
time; but he is a stranger.' They are all strangers. 
Matt., are they not? < Indeed they are all, but my 
niistress and myself And where is your mistress, 
Matt.? < I will call her. Sir.* No, my good lad, not 
yet; what have you for my horse? < Nothing but grass.' 

Nothing at Mr. P 's but grass? ' Ah ! sir, it is not 

now the house of Mr. P .' True, true, true. Leave 

me, my good lad, leave me. 

< I walked round the bouse, entered every avenue, 
looked at my garden ; it was made for me; the trees, 
the flowering shrubs have run wild, and the whole sur- 
face of the spot is covered with weeds. This pleased 
me; just so 1 would have it. 

This is the tree planted by my own hand; how flour- 
ishing! But where is the other, planted directly oppo* 
site at the same moment, by my friend ? idas f like iti 

{>1anter, dead I On this very spot I first saw the phi 
anthropist — Can you assist me. Sir? « Yes, Sir. On 
what terms .^' * I receive no payment. Sir. He who 
gave to me did not charge me any thing; you are wei- 
eome at the price.'*— Here our acquaintance com- 



tn^nced-r-Aaiat it is end«d, at least in the present stat^. 
I ohall see bim no more on this side eternity. On this 
seat we sat, and there the tear of transport rolled down 
his furrowed cheek, when we conversed upon that re- 
demption which is in Christ Jesus. Under that oak 
we have frequently sat,oontemplating the shadow from 
the heat, the hiding place from the storm. At yonder 
gate he bid me farewell, and wiped his venerable eye; 
at yonder gate I turned, he waved his hand, ' God Al- 
mighty bless you; you will come again; forget not youi* 
friends, your ancient fdend.' If I do, said my heart, 
may my right hand forget its cunning. But I forgot 
thee, good old man, too long I forgot thee! and now 
that I am at last returned, thou art not here to bid me, 
in the politest, that is in the sincerest manner, wel- 
come. 

'Mrs. P approached; she lifted up her hands 

and eyes in speechless anguish, seated herself, changed 
color—no njatter — the worst is past. I have visited the 
meeting-house reared by his hand for the worship of 
his God. It is embosomed in a grove of stately oaks, 
all trimmed and in beautiful order-sunder this shade 
reposeth the man, by whom the house was raised, by 
whom the grove was planted. I beheld his grave; it 
was not a marble, a hard marble that informed me 
whose dust lay there, it was a feeling mechanic, who, 
having experienced much kindness from the deeeasedj 
wept when he told me that spot contained the dead. 

1 carefully examined the grave, to see if any weeds 

grew there. — No, no, they had no business there. I 
could not plunk a noxious nettle from his grave: there 
grew upon it a few wild flowers, emblematic of the 
mind that once inhabited this insensate clay. At the 
foot of the grave stands the most majestic and flourish- 
ing of all the oaks which surround the grave; it was 
once on the {>oint of falling a sacrifice to the axe-man, 
but my friend solicited for its continuance, pronouncing 
that it would flourish when he should sleep beside it; 
and having thus rescued it, added my informant, he 
has since paid it particular attention, which is the rea- 
son of its so far surpassing the other trees. 

« Peace, peace to thy spirit, thou friendly, feeling, 
faithful man; thy dust is laid up to rest, near the house 
thou didst build for God, but thy spirit rests toith God 
in the house built by him for tJiee, and though our dust 
may not meet again, our spirits will meet and rejoice 
together, in those regions of blessedness, where pain 



.804 AV&SVDA. 

ean find no entrance, wfa^re deeth can no Ttioi^ n^arp 
dominioa, where iio tear of sorrow shall ever dim ttie 
loy-hrightened eye, for we shall part no more forever, 
r said there was no nettle on this grave : one thing, 
however, was very remarkable; a gontd had crept 
along until it came to, and spread over his grave, mix- 
ing its foliage with the sweet-scented flowers that grew 
thereon. 

< Never was place better calculated for melancholy, 
hiusing than this spot, so thick the grove around; the 
little neat grave-yard at the end, the shutters of the 
house for public worship all closed up, the lonely situ- 
ation invitinff the birds, their music serves to mellow 
the scene; all, all, is moBt truly for solemn meditation 
fit. 

' By the following article in the will of my deceased 
A*iena, this house of worship becomes my property. 

<< The house built by me for the worship of God, it is 
iriy will that God be worshipped in it still, and for this 

gurpose I will that my ever dear frieml, Mr. John 
[urray, preacher of the gospel shall possess it, having 
the sole direction, disposal and management of said 
house, and one acre of land upon which it standi, and 
by which it is surrounded." 

< In this house of worship I have once more preached. 
It is full two years since divine service has been per- 
formed there. I selected for my subject, 1 Corinthians 
Vi. 20; * For ye are bought with a price : therefiwe glo^ 
rify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God»s.'— [JL<«ey» and Sketehen, vol. 1. pp. 384— S40.] 

Ill closing the discourse delivered on that solemn and 
most deeply interesting occasion, Mr. Murray paid the 
folto\Ving tribute to rae memory of his early friend, 
whose place of repose could be seen fVom the desk 
where he then stood, and where he first dispensed the 
word of life, on his arrival in this country.* 

^ Through yonder open casement, I> behold the grave 
of a man, the recollection of whom swells my heart 
with gratitude,, and fills my eyes with tears. I'here 
sleeps the sacred dust of him who well understootl the! 
advantages resulting from the pablic worship of the 
true God. There rests the ashes of him wha glorified 
God in his body, and in his spirit, which he well knew 
were the Lord's. He believed he was bought with a 
price, and therefore he declared that all he was, end 
Bad, were righteously due to the God who had created, 
and parahased him with a price, ail prie« beyottd. 



There rests the precious dust of the friend of strangersj 
whose hospitable doors were ever open to the destitute, 
and hitn who had none to relieve his suflerings. I 
myself was once thrown on these shores a desolate 
stranger, this Christian man brought me to his habita- 
tion. God, (said he,) hath blessed me, he has given 
me more than a competency, and he has given me, a 
heart to devote myself and all that I have, to him. I 
^bave built a place for his name and worship; 1 would, 
continued the faithful man, erect this temple myself, 
with what God had given me. My neighbors would 
have lent their aid, but I refused assistance from any 
one. I would myself build the house, that God might 
be worshipped without contention, without interrup- 
tion, that he might be worshipped by all whom he should 
vouchsafe to send. 

' This elegant house,; my friends, the first friends who 
hailed my arrival in this country, this elegant house, 
with its adjoining grove, is yours. The faithful found* 
er bequeathed it to me, that none of you may be 
deprived of it. His dust reposes close to this raonu 
ment of his piety; he showed you by his life, what it 
Was to glorify God in body and spirit; and he has left 
you this house that you may assemble here together, 
listen to the voice, and unite to chant the praises of 
the God who created, who has bought you with a price, 
and who will preserve you. 

< Dear faithful man, when last I stood in this place, 
he was present among the assembly of the people, I 
marked his glistening eye; it always glistened at the 
emphatic name of Jesus. — Even now I behold in imag- 
ination his venerable countenance; benignity is seated 
on his brow, his mind is apparently open and confiding; 
tranquility reposeth upon nis features, and the express- 
ion of each varying emotion evinceth that faith which 
is the parent of enduring peace, of that peace which 
passetn understanding. 

'Let us, my friends, imitate his philanthropy, his 
piety, his charity. I may never again meet you, until 
we unite to swell the loud hallelujahs before the throne 
of God. But to hear of your faith, of your persever- 
ance, of your brotherly love, of your works or charity, 
will heighten my enjoyments, and soothe my sorrows, 
even to the verge of my mortal pilgrimage. Accept my 
prayers in your behalf, and let us unite to supplicate 
our common God and Father, for the mighty blessing 
oibiaprotection.*-^LeUgrsandSketeheaiYQL 1. p. S41.] 
26* 
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PAtttlOrLAKS iH X ELATION tO «v f6t«BK-*-«TBB 
CUVBCIt £BfiOTKO BV BttWj ftrC 

It has been already intimated rbat Mi^. Mutray seems 
to have been sustiuiDed and directed by apartusufor prov- 
idetice. The truth of the account which he has left us of 
his reception by the warm-hearted Potter,* hes been, by 
some, deemed improbable ; but those who have taken ^ 
pains to make themseltes ac(|uainted' with thefoclstson- 
nected with his history in delation 1^ the events of that 
period, have found conclusive proof of tbe correctness 
of the text. Sirtxje the visit of Murray to Potter's 
meeting house, noticed above, no minister of our de- 
nomination had visited the hallowed spoty until Oetober, 
1832. At that time. Rev. Abel C. Thomas, of Phyadel* 
phia, visited Good Luckj and preached' in the pulpit 
where Murray first litled up his voice a« a herald' of 
the cross, on the shores of America. The' fallowing 
account of his visit to that place cannot fail to interest 
the reader. In allusion to the fkcts nientioned in chap 
V. of this edition, Mr. Thomas observe»^ 

'* Were all these circumstances the resuk of chance? 
No. The confidence of Potter that the vessel he saw 
enter the Inlet contained the minister of who^e coining; 
in due season, he had not the shadow of a doubt — ^his 
solemn conviction that Murray was the mail, and that 
the wind would not change until the mes^ge from God 
was delivered— ^these things, considered in oonnexioil 
With the result, firmly persuade me that the directing 
band of Divine Providence is visible in the whole train 
of events. Let others believe differently,* if thfey can — 
I cannot. 

< Murray returned to the hospitable abode of bis friend 
and patron, and preached for a considerable time. In 
the conscientious discharge of his nfitnisCerial functions; 
he occasionally visited the regions rbund attout ; until, 
at length, he settled at Boston. 

* In Murray's * Letters and Sketches of S^rmons>^ 
Vol. i. Letter 11, w« have a very touehing account of 
the preacher's last visit, after severai years absenoe, to 
the neighborhood in which he first proclaimed the good 
tidings of salvation in this country. Hisfrienid and the 
friend of humanity had departed to the land of the liv- 
ing on hi»h. His memory will ever be dear to everjr 
^Universalist who has heard of his virtues ; andchildrei 
for genfirations to comei wilt b6 taught to iiep- .with 
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^atitude and reverence the name of tie venerable' 
friend of God. 

* I had long felt a desire to visit the region where 
events transpired of so much interest to every believer 
in the doctrine of universal grace — ^butdid not find op- 
portunity for so doitig until recently. I have just re- 
turned—and purpose presenting a brief account of my 
visit, beJieving it will be found not wholly unworthy of 
attention, and that it may afford some satisfaction to 
the elder contemporaries of Murray in particular, and 
to our denomination in general, 

* Cranberry Inlet was situated about 60 miles East of 
Philadelphia. I say xoas — for it was entirely filled ui> 
with sand many years ago, and the beach is now as 
high at that place as at any other in the vicinity, though 
not ro wide. 

* I visitied the house in which Potter lived and died. — 
It IS situated less than half a mile east of Good Luck. 
An addition has been built to it, and the appearance of 
the whole exterior is chanored, but the interior remains 
as it was in the days of Potter. It is a plain, substan- 
tial building. I have been invited to make it my home 
when next I visit the neighborhood. 

*The meeting-house stands in the edge of abeautifbl 
wootl. The exterior presents an aged appearance, but 
the interior, constructed of the best cedar, manifests no 
signs of decay. The * large square pew,* (of which 
Murray speaks) long occupied by Potter and his family, 
was removed about a year ago, and plain benches sub- 
stituted. The pulpit has been somewhat cut down at 
either end. In other respects the building remains in 
Its original state. It was lefl by will to John Murray, 
for the use of all denominations. By the mismanage- 
ment of the executor, it became necessary to sell a part 
of the estate, to pay certain demands against it — of the 
injustice of which, however, the heirs entertained no 
doubt. In disposing of the property contiguous to Good 
Luck, no reservation of the meeting-house wi|8 made 
in the deed. It was subsequently purchased by the 
Methodist society, who have it now in possession.-***. 
Should they hereafter evince an exclusive spirit in j^ 
lation to its oc^supancy, their title "flay justly be called 
in question. 

« Thomas Potter died nearly fifty years ago. ^ Hii 
grave, at the east end of the meeting-house, was pointed 
out to me by one of the oldest inhabitants in the neigh- 
borhood, dwing to inattention and the sandy nature 
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of the soil, it was long af o levelled with the adjacent 
ground. It was enclosed soon after his burial — but the 
fence was broken down some twenty years ago — and 
two posts and a rail, very much decayed, are all that 
remain. The oak of which Murray speaks, ('Sketch^ 
es,' vol. i. p. 336) no longer exists. I have obtained 
permission to reinclose the grave, and erect a tomb- 
stone to his memory. 

. ' On Sunday morning, 7th inst. I stood in the desk 
where Murray first lifted up his voice in this country as 
a herald of the cross. I will not attempt a description 
•f my feelings on that occasion. They may be imag- 
ined — they cannot be described. In imagination, I saw 
the joy-glistening eye of the venerable Potter, and 
heard the words of salvation jQowing from the lips of 
the man of God. I fancied the darkness of the past in 
contrast with the brightness of the present ; and, by 
the eye of faith, I beheld Murray and Potter smiling in 
regions of glory on the prosperity of the divine testi- 
mony in which they believed and rejoiced. My heart 
was melted in gratitude and love ; and I felt a fervent 
desire that He in whose strength the weak are made 
strong, would ever be with me in the ministrations of 
the word, inspire my soul with an ever-growing zeal in 
the cause of my Master, and make of me an humble 
instrument in spreading the knowledge of salvation in 
the name of the once crucified and glorified Redeemer. 

* I felt freedom to select as the subject of my discourse, 
the language recorded in Isaiah lii: 7 — < How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings 
of good, that publisheth salvation, that saith unto Zion, 
thy God reign eth.' 

*I found Kfew individuals in that neighborhood, (as 
also at Tams River, 8 miles north, where I delivered 
two discourses,) who had listened, in their youth, to 
the preaching of Murray — and who, I have reason to 
believe, have long cherished in their souls, ' the fnith 
once delivered to the saints.' The people, generally 
speaking, yielded devout attention to the sentiments ad- 
vanced, and many received the word gladly. 

* I must not forget to mention, that several aged per- 
sons with whom I conversed, remembered having 
heard the circumstances related by Murray in his 
* Life' — but time was rapidly defacing the impression. 

* I am particularly desirous that something should be 
done for the building up of Zios in the neighborhood 
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<Jf PwtWsr Meetibgwhoiise. If whtit Mumy plhnted 
tiii*'(f*l3^tv*tei<ed, the iilcrease will not be witbholden. 
Should nothing farther transpire to preventihan is now 
foreseen, it is expected a Universalist Conference will 
be held in that vicinity next spring or summer— of 
which due notice will be given.' 

In accordance with the intimation given in the last 
paragraph of the preceding extract, a Universalist 
Conference tvrtS holden in Potter's Meeting-House, May 
15, 1833. Present, Brothers Thomas, Andrews, Saw- 
yer, Hillyer, and Moore — and an equal number of lay- 
men. Richard Norton, of Hightstown, N. J. was 
chosen Moderator, and A. C. Thomas, of Philadelphia, 
Clerk. As the principal object of the conference was, 
to effect, if possible, a renovation of gospel faith in that 
part of the Lurd^s heritage, little business was laid be- 
fore the council. Some difficulty having been experi- 
fKfieedii<i obtaining the use of the itie^ting-house, the 
brethren proposed to purchase of the methodist society, 
who now hold the property, a right to occupy it one 
day in each and every year. And although the Metho- 
dist brethren were not then prepared to meet the prop- 
osition, it' i<i.ho^iF)dthalrsueh an arrangement will yet 
be effected.* There is a grrowing interest manifested 
in that neighborhood, in favor of the doctrine of uni- 
versal, efficient grace: and it is believed that the Trus- 
teei« of the meetinff-house, (^though opposed to univer- 
salism,) will not long feel disposed to refuse the use of 
it to those; wlio rejoice, fls did Potter and Murray, in 
tlie sa«Hratiir>tt' 6f th^ whole family of man. 

The congregation's assembled to attend public wor- 
ship, were not large, but devout attention was given to 
the testimony delivered. Four sermons were preached. 

♦ It waj« thought bf8t to attempt purchuHhg the rijjtit referred 
to — notwithstanding it i^ believed that there iirno leval Buthority to 
prevent the occupancy of the booae by any deoomination of Cbrii t* 

lUDf. 



A tomb-stone, provided by A. C. Thomas, waseree^ 
od in memory of Thomas Potter. The following is the 
inscription: 

In Memory 

OF 

THOMAS POTTER, 

The 
Friend and Patron 

OP 

JOHN MURRAY, 

An early Advocate of Unirersalism 

in America. 



<^ Have we not all one Father9 ^ 



Erected May 15, 1833. 

Afler the tomb-stone was erected, and the grave sod* 
ded, an address was delivered by Br. Thomas, and the 
following hymn, composed for the occasion was 
sung:— 

To Thee, God, we humbly bow— 

The halo of thy truth unveil; 
And give us ail to feel that Thou 

In Gospel grace will here prevail. 

O may our hearts in union feel 

The quick'ning of the mystic dove; 

Qe nerved our souls with holy zeal 
To spread abroad ImmanuePs love: 

And tho' in silence rest the bones 
Of Potter, 'neath this verdant sod, 

O may we hear the spirit tones 

Of Murray's friend, the friend of God! 
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Like him, may we fure'er confide 

In Thee and in Thy boundless grace* 

Believing Thou wilt e'er provide 
All needed good for all our race. 

Around, before Thy truth, we see 

Rebellion, sin and error fall; 
And joy that Thou at last wilt be 

Acknowledged and adored by ail. 

An arrangement was made with the present proprie* 
cor of the patriarch's old mansion, to have a suitable 
.paling erected around the grave of Potter; and atler re- 
solving that another conference should be holden at the 
same place, at such time as should be appointed by the 
Clerk, the Council adjourned. 

The following is an extract from the circular letter 
of the conference : 

< Dearly Beloved Brethren-— We have been on a mis- 
sion of love and gratitude. A little band of those who 
have felt that they had been < blessed with faithful Abra- 
ham ' have assembled in the ancient house of our Fa- 
thers, and there < took sweet counsel together ' con- 
cerning the good things of God. We have convened 
around the grave of the venerated Potter and dropped 
a teat* of grateful remembrance on the spot where hid 
ashes have reposed for near half a century. We have 
united in prayer and praise in the temple where in this 
land was first proclaimed by the sainted Murray, the 
everlasting Gospel of the blessed God, the * Savior 
of all men.' And we have there lifted up our voices 
and endeavored to show forth the boundless Love and 
unchangeable Truth of God. and the * unsearchable 
riches of his Grace,' in his holy purpose, as revealed 
in the covenant of promise, to bless all the nations, 
kindreds and families of the earth. 

* This to us has indeed been a season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. We have found our 
feelings chastened and our hearts made better by our 
communion in faith, with the spirits of the venerated 
Dead, who * walked to that house of God in company,' 
more than sixty years ago. We have felt it in our 
hearts to 'praise and magnify the great and holy 
name ' of our God, that we were pernntted toeonveue 
in council within the very sacred walls, where 

' Armed with the sword of Jesse *d youthful son 
Engaged with flrdor in the freedom won 
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B;^ Christ, tho anointed Lord of earth apd heayen. 
Did Murray boldly tell the boon that*8 given.' 

* And we would do injustice to our feelingy were we 
to omit declaring unto you what we have here seen and 
heard, and inviting our brethren from the East and, 
from the Weiiit, from. the North and from the South to 
unite with us in an annual pilgrimage to this sacred 
spot — this < Holy Land '-^in order that we may all 
receive a Uule of the God-like spirit of Benevolence 
which warmed the soul of that man of God and friend 
of man^— Thomas Potter. 

UNITIIVG COMPACT OF THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
IN GLOUCESTER, UNDER THE PASTORAL CARE OF MR. 
MURRAY. 

As the first Universalist Society in America was 
organized in Gloucester, Mass., the uniting compact 
becomes a matter of historical ihterest. We give the 
instrument entire, which will be found characterized 
by a truly cathblic spirit. 

'Neiv England: State of Massachusetts, Jannarr 
Ut, 1779. 

< Inasmuch as it hath pleased Grod, of his great mer^ 
cy^ in every age of the world to choose a people for 
himself, giving them bis fear and revealing to them his 
secret; and as this Great iiord of Heaven and Earth, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, hath been pleaded 
to reveal unto babes, what he has hid from the wise 
and prudent; We, the subscribers, greatly afibcted 
with a sense of the Divine Goodness in thus distin- 
guishing us, who had nothing in us to merit his notire, 
think it our interest and bounden duty to < let our light 
shine before men, that they may see our good works, 
and glorify our Father which is in Heaven.' As there 
fore It hath pleased God to make us acquainted with 
the voice of thq good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, we cannot 
from henceforth follow the voice of a stranger; nor ever 
give attdhtion to such as are unacquainted with the 
Savior of the world. But though we cannot have 
fellowship with them whose fellowship is not with tbt 
Father and with the Son Jesus Christ, yet we are de* 
termined, Iw the grace of God, never to forsake the as*> 
seinbling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is: but as a church of Christ, m^et toge.thac in bis 
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pam«, bek^ f^tfrsuaded whereter or whenerer two or 
ibree are thus met togetln^rj the invisible Ood wUi be 
preseat wvitb them. 

< As Christians, we acknowledge no Master bui 
Chriat Jeslis» aod as Diseiples of this Divine Mastet 
we profess to foUow no guide in s|n ritual matters, bul 
his word and his spirit. As dwellers in the world, 
though not of it, we hold ourselves bound to yield obe- 
dience to every ordinance of men, for Ood's sake; and 
we will be peaceable and obedient subjects to the pow 
era that afe ordained of God in ail civil eases; but as 
nubjeots of tbat King whose kingdom is not of this 
wttrld, we cannot acknowledge tftie right ol* any human 
authority to make laws for the regulating of our con- 
acieneesin any spiritual matter. 

< Thus as a true Independent Ghuneh of Christ, look- 
ing unto Jesus the nuthor and finisher of our faith, we 
mutually agree to walk together in Christian Fellow- 
ship, building up each other in our most Holy Faith, 
rejoicing in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and determining, by his grace no more to be entan- 
gled by any yoke of bondage. As disciples of thie meek 
nnd -lowly Jesus, we resolve, as far as in us lietfo, to 
live peaceably with all men; yet as believers living 
godly in Christ Jesus, we expect to suflRsr as much per- 
secution as the laws of the country we live in will 
admit of. But we resolve, by the grace of God, none 
of these things shall move us to act inconsistent with 
our characters as Christians. We will, as much as 
possible, avoid vain jangling and unnecessary disputa- 
tion; and sfhould we be reviled, endeavor in patience to 
possess our souls. 

' Ai4 an Independent Church of Christ, thus bound 
together with the cords of love, and meetinj^ together 
in his name, — We mutually agree to receive as our 
minister, that is, our servant sent to labor amongst us 
in the work of the Gospel, by the great Lord of the 
vineyard, our friend and christian brother, John Mur- 
ray: This we do from a full conviction, that >the same 
God that sent the first preachers of Christ Jesus, sent 
him; and that the same gospel they preached, we have 
firom time to time received ipm bim; thus believing 
htm a minister of the New Testament, constantly de- 
claring the whole counsel of God, proclaiming the same 
divine truth that All God's holy prophets from the be- 
fflnnittg Krf thd world hath declared, we cordially receive 
faim as a siMsengMr &(Mn God; ^uid as at hath pleased 
2? 
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God to open a great and effectual door for the preBching 
K3 gospe), by this his servaiit, in some parts of thid 
great contiuent, whenever it shall please his and our 
Divine Master to call him to preach the everlasting 
gospel elsewhere, we wish him God speed, and pray 
fhat the good will of Him who was seen in the bush, 
may accompany him ana make his way clear unto him 
But should he at anytime preach any other gospel than 
that which the Apostles proclaimed, we will not wish 
him God speed, but consider him as a false teacher^ 
and whereas, the great Lord of the harvest has taught 
us to pray that he would be pleased to send forth labor 
ers into his harvest, and as he never taught us to pray 
doubting, but has assured us that every one that ask- 
eth receiveth, and whosoever seeketh findeth; and as 
the promise of the divine [U'esehce is, to any two or 
three that meet together in the Savior's name, we are 
resolved, by God's grace, whether we are blessed with 
the public preaching of the word or not, as often as we 
^nd convenient to meet together, to supplicate the Di- 
vine favor; to praise our redeeming Go4l; to hear his 
most holy word, and' freely to communicate whatever 
God shall please to manifest unto us, for our mutual 
edification. And that we may moro effectually show 
forth his praises, who bath called us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light, we resolve to pay a serious 
regard to bis expostulations, admonitions and instruc- 
tions given to us by the spirit of God, in the Epistles 
dictated to our Koly Apostles. We will, as far as in 
us lieth, do good to all men, but especially unto them 
of the household of faith. We will, by the grace of 
God, in word and in deed endeavor to adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour. As children of One Father, 
as members of one head, We, who are bound together 
in christian fellowship, will, once every month, meet 
together to hold conference, and deliberate on whatever 
may tend to our mutual edification and profit.' 

ORIGIN or THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE NEW 
ENGLAND STATES AND OTHERS. 

The following letter fi»m the Society of (JniverBal- 
ists in Oxford was addril^ed to the Universalist Sooiety 
in Gloucester. 

« Oxford, August ft8, 1785. 

'The Second Religious Society in Oxford, to Mr, 
John Murray and his Society, sendeth greeting; Thii 
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Society would wish to congratulate you in the most re- 
ciprocal manner, on accountof our happy Constitution* 
which tolerates free liberty of conscience to all denom- 
inations of Christians, which cause highly corresponds 
with the rules of the gospel. But as we expect the ex- 
ecutive part of the government will make the most 
scrutinous investigation into the matter, in order to 
know who are to be denominated Christians in the 
Commonwealth; we, being duly sensible that our 
strength depends on our being cemented together in one 
' united body, in order to anticipate any embarrassmeni, 
of our constitutional rights, have in some measure or- 
ganized ourselves, that we may be known as a religious 
body. And though it may be acknowledged universally 
that we belong to the spacious family of the great parent 
of the Universe, yet we are like a child without a name. 
And as we have had the happiness of Mr. Murray's 
administrations in this town when we were in a state 
of miniature as to religious knowledge, therefore we 
would wish to correspond with the Society at Glouces- 
ter. And being informed that you act upon the princi- 
ple of < universal benevolence,' it induces this Society 
most earnestly to desire your friendship and correspond- 
ence and advice; for which purpose this S'iciety have 
appointed an Association to be held at Oxford, on the 
14th day of September next, in 6rder to take into con- 
sideration what measures will be the most conducive to 
the good of the Society at large. For which purpose 
we have also written to Boston, Providence, &.c. desir- 
ing their attendance at the time and place oflTered. And 
we should be exceedingly happy to wait on Mr. Mur 
ray at the said place, with any of your brethren you 
shall choose. And as your advice and assistance will 
be of much consequence to the society at large, we 
wish for an interview with you. A^^^ "^&y ^^^ ^^^ of 

Seace be with you and bless you, which is the sincere 
esire of your friends at Oxford. 

* Per order, Daniel Fisk.' 

The Society in Oloueester returned the foUowtng 
answer. 

* Brethren, 

' The Independent Society of Gloucester have re^ 
ceived your friendly epistle of the 28th of August, and 
are glad to express their satisfaction in an opportunity 
to correspond with you on a subject so important as 
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that held out by your letter. God and nature hare 

made us free, and we hope to enjoy religious Iil>erty by 
tight, and not by sufferance. There is do doubt the 
executive and judicial departments of govemmeot will 
be attentive to exert and retain all the power they pos- 
sibly can; but we conceive our cause is so closely inter- 
woven with the cause of the other sectarians, we trust 
that no jury will be found so uninformed as not to see, 
that in sacrificing us they destroy themselves. The 
compass of this sheet would be insufficient to detail a 
history of what we have passed through, as well as of . 
our present state. A number of pamphlets sent you 
herewith, will in some measure answer that purpose. 

• H=id we been a little earlier apprized of your design, 
one of our society would have accompanied our dear 
friend and brother, John Murray, whom we have sent 
on this occasion. We declare ourselves ready to afford 
you all legal, brotherly, and christian aid in our power, 
considering ourselves to be strengthened by our union 
with vou. Praying that the Savior of the world would 
afforJ you freedom, peace, and comfort, we are with 
friend? .lip and esteem, your brethren at feloucester, 

* SejfL lOth, 1785.' B. H. HoRDAif. 

The following are the records of the Association at 
Oxford, which met at the time proposed by the society 
in that place, at which meeting Mr. Murray and Mr. 
Winchester were present, and took part in the services 
of the occasion, as stated in this appendix, p. Hf^. 
The minutes of their proceedings were laid before the 
Society in Gloucester, on the SKBth of the same month, 
by Mr. Murray. 

Oxford, Sept. 14, 17S5. 

' At a meeting of the " Second Religious Society in 
Oxford," together with Messrs. Elhanan Winchester, 
Shippie Townsend, Abijab Adams, John Murray, 
Francis Liscombe, Daniel Melvil, John Lazeel, Eben- 
ezer Sumner, Noah Wiswall, Samuel French, Caleb 
Rich, and Laban Bates, council from the different re- 
ligious, societies corresponding with said society, it W4f 

Voted, That Mr. Elhanan Winchester be chosen 
moderator of said meetin?. 

Voted, That Mr. Daniel Fisk be clerk. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Thttraday, 
the 15th inst. at 9 o'clock in the morning. 

Thursday, Sept. 15/A, 1785. — Met according to ad- 
journment. 
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Vbtedf by the aerersA eommittees, to adopt the name 
of < Independent Christian Societies, commonly called 
Universalidts.' 

VoUdi That each of th« committees from Boston, 
&c. shall convey to their several societies, together 
with the name adopted, a proposal to consider the pro- 
priety of each society's agreeing not only to be called 
by one name, but to be cemented in one body; conse- 
. quently bound by the ties of love to assist each other, 
at any and at all times when occasion shall require. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the several socie- 
ties, that committees of correspondence be appointed, 
to write circular letters, informing them what meas- 
ures they have adopted in three months from the date 
hereof. 

Voted, That the committees propose to their constit- 
uents the propriety of an annual meeting, and that the 
first be held in Boston, the second Wednesday in Sep- 
tember, 1786.' 

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF T^E FIRST I7MIVERSALIST SOCIBTT 
IN THE CITY OF BOSTOIT. 

The following $Hetch was furnished for the gratifica- 
tion of General Convention which assembled at Leb- 
anon, N. H. Sept. 15th, 1880. 

In the year 1785, the society of the late Cotton 
Mather sold their place of worship to Shippie Town- 
send, John Stoddard, John Page, Josiah Snelling, and 
others; but there does not appear to be any records 
commenced until January 1st, 1786, when it is recorded 
that various sums of money were collected each sab- 
bath; the first as follows, viz.: « Jan. 1, 1786, by con- 
tribution, JC2 Is. Delivered Mr. (Adam) Streeter iB2 
Is. Jan. 15th, by contribution, X4 9s. 6d. Delivered 
Mr. (John) Murray £A Os. 6d. Jan. 22, by contribu 
tion, jCS 93. Given between Messrs. Streeter and 
Murray, X3 9s.' In this manner the records continue 
until Sept. 12th, 1786, when I find the following: * Re- 
ceived of Shippie Townsend, John Stoddard, James 
Prentiss, John Page, a ndt Josiah Snelling the sum of 
\£16 4s. Ud. as a contribution from the christian society 
m Boston, for the relief and benefit of the widow and 
children of our deceased brother Adam Streeter, to be 
disposed of for said purpose, according to our best dis- 
cretion, with the advice of the widow. (Signed) Samuol 
)Pi|V|8j Jr., Daniel Fijik.' 

a** 
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Brodi^ Merrtif «Mitiii«ed «(> tyrvaell fVom tine to 
Millie, anii receive from ft to X4, by conlirifoation, iintU 
Sept. 1788, when I find the following reconi: Sept. 
I4xhi 1788. VMedy to request Mr. Murray to fnio- 
•ster. to tts one half his time, or as much as he can, 
eonsisfent with his other engagemems.* < Sept. 88. 
Votnd^ to gire Mr. Murray £A per fortnight, or every 
Lord's day he preaches, or iSIM a year.' — ^The society 
continued tox^onduct their concerns In this manner un- 
til Feb. 1798, when doubts arose in the minds of many 
proprietors as to the legality of their proceedings. 
Accordingly, a warrant to Messrs. Townsend, Brazier, 
Hicks, Dillaway, and Lane, under the seal of < James 
Sullivan, justice of the peace, throughout the common- 
wealth,' was obtained, and a meeting called under the 
Mrairant, March Ist, 1798, which is the first commence- 
«nent of a regular record of the ))roprietors' meetings, 
iitthts meeting it was voted to give Mr. Murray X4 
per week * until further orders,' — April ftth, 1798. It 
was Voted, to enlarge the meeting-house; but no rec- 
ords are made for several years, excepting at the yearly 
meeting of the proprietors. This year Brother Rich- 
' ards supplied the desk in the absence of Brother Mur- 
ray. In 17»S, it was '* Voted, That Mr. Murray's 
salary be <£4 per week.' And, < Voted, That Mr. Rich- 
ards' salary be £3 per week.' This year also, a regu- 
lar sexton was chosen. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 84th, 1798, Brother Murray 
was solemnly installed ' Pastor and Teacher of the 
First Universalist Church and congregation,' by deacon 
OHver W. Lane. April, 1794, Mr. Murray's salary 
was raided to £5. And in 1795, < Voted, ^Fbat Mr. 
Murray's salary the present year be 28 dollars each 
sabbath.' In 1796, a regular tax on pews was lard, to 
defy-ay the expenses of the society. No important 
event took place in the society until 1806, in which 
year they ivere incorporated by an act of the legislature. / 
In 1810, Brother Mitchell was installed colleague with ' 
Brother Murray, and in 1811 the connexion was dis- 
solved. In 1818, the society voted to .^ive brother P. 
Dean a call, and in 1818 he was installed junior nastor. 
In 1815, Sept. 8d, brother John Murray departed this 
life, to dwell with Christ. In 1823, the connexion with 
Mr. Dean was dissolved, and the desk was supplied by 
Brother Winchester and Adin Baiiou, until the cafi 
«fid settlenn^nt of brother Sebastian Streefer, whfcli 
look place in 1834. — From thi» society in lew Uim half 



« eentnry, hnve emanated mx sceieties, wiio have 
•re<3ted for diemselvee ptaees of worship, ia thin city 
dnd victinicy, all of which are as fully attended, if o^t 
more so, than any other 'plaoes of worship 

TiMit God would thus prosper his church throughooJt 
the hahitahle globe, is the eanwst prayer of your nuoa 
14e ser vant^ 

Tkomas ILE^rmuLj Pr9. Clerk. \ 

P. S. Since writing the abore, brother Hiclu 
handed me some ol<l papers, amon? which I find the 
following scrap: ^ March 6th, 1791. The christian 
church commonly called Universalist, celebrated the 
Lord's supper for the first time; the number of twenty 
brethren and nine sisters. It was celebrated after the 
afWrnoon exercises, when Mr. Murray had entertained 
us through the day from Isaiah xzjcv., four iirst verses. 
The colieciioo was for procuring the elements, and the 
overplus to fiirnish the furniture of the table after the 
bread and wine; for there remains in the hands of 
Deacon Laiie>8d. Id.' 

Exact eopy^ verbatim. ^ T. K. 

•CA. MVREAT'S ACCOUNT OF HIS HATTIfO ORIOIKAVKD 
VHfi OfiRKHON¥ OF nBDICATION. 

On my first appearance in this oountry, during mw 
residence in the state of New Jersey, I was requested, 
as the phrase is> to christen the children of my hearers. 
I asked them what was their design in making such a 
proposal fo me? When they replied, they only wished 
to do their duty. How, my firiends, returned I, came 
you to believe infant sprinklinj^ a duty? < Why, is it 
not a comuund of God to sprmkle infants?' If you 
will, from scripture authority, produce any wanraiit 
sufficient to authorise me to baptize children, I will 
immediately, as in duty bound, submit thereto. Oar 
Savior sprinkled no infant with water: those who were 
bairtifced by hie harbinger, plunged into the river JoN 
dan, wtich plunging wA figurative of the ahludoU by 
which we ar^ cleansed in the blood of ottr Savier^— 
but infants nre not plunged in a riveir; 

^Paiil declares he was apt sent to baptize, and . he 
thanks fGod that he had baptized so few: nor does it 
appear that among those few, there were any infants. 
'Itii;nota.selitairy kkstance to find a whole honiehold 



without a babe. The enntich corieeired it necessary 
there should be much water for the performance of the 
rite of baptism: aW this seems to preclude the idea of 
sprinkling and of infant baptism: and it is said, that 
whole centuries passed by after the commencement of 
the Christian era, before the sprinkling of a single in- 
fant. I am, however, commencing a long journey— 
many months will elapse before my return. I pray 
you to search the scriptures during my absence; and if, 
when we meet again, you can point out the chapter and 
Verse wherein my God has commanded his ministers to 
sprinkle infants, I will immediately prepare myself to 
yield an unhesitating obedience. I pursued my journey 
— I returned to New Jersey, my then horae---but no 
authority could be produced from the sacred writings 
for infant sprinkling. Still, however, religious parents 
were uneasy, and piously anxious to give testimony, 
public testimony of their reliance unon and confidence 
m the God of their salvation. Many, perhaps, were 
influenced by the fashion of this world; but some, I 
trust, by considerations of a higher origin. 

'I united with my friends in acknowledging -that 
when God had blessed them bv)>utting into their hands 
and under their care one of the members of his body 
. which he had purchasekl with his precious blood, it 
seemed proper and reasonable that they should present 
the infant to the God who gave it, asking his aid in the 
important duty which had devolved upon them, and 
religiously confessing by this act, their oblicfation to and 
dependence on the Father of all worlds. Yet we could 
not call an act of this kind baptism; we believe there 
is but one baptism; and this, because the spirit of God 
asserts, by the" apostle Paul, that there is out one bap- 
tism, and the idea of this single baptism is corroborated 
by the class in which we find it placed. One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one Ood and Father of all, \cho is 
. fhove all, and through all, and in you all, Ephesians 
iv. 5, 6. After much deliberation I proposed, and 
many of my hearers have adopted the following mode: 
The parent or |>arents (I am always liest pleaded when 
both parents unite,) bring their children into the great 
congregation, and stand in the broad aisle, in the pres- 
ence of the worshippers of God. The Father receiving 
•the babe from the arms of the mother, presents it to the 
■ servant of God, who statedly ministers at his altar. 
.'The ambassador of Christ receives it in his arms, deriv- 
^kftg liis authority for this practice from the example df 
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the Redeemer, who says, Suffer little children to come 
tlhtbme, for of sncli is the kinfrdoin of heaven. Tbe 
minister, therefore, taking the infant from its i^the^, 
who gives him, as he presents it, the name of the child, 
jirocljiiai^s Hloud, JoUn or Mary, we receive thee as a 
member of the mystical body of him who is the second 
Adam, the Redeemer of men, the Lord frnm heaven. 
We dedicate thee to him, to whom thou properly be- 
longest, to foe baptized with his own baptism, in the 
name of the Father, and of tlie Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.^ and we pronounce upon thee that blessing whick 
he commanded his ministers, Moses, Aaron, and his 
sons, to pronoonce upon his people, f;ayiug, 

* The Lord bless thee and keep thee ; 

*The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee ; 

. < The Lord Uft up ha« countenance upon thee, and 
give the peace. 

*For this procedure we have the command, the ex 
press command of God. Our reason and our religion 
concur' to ^prove the solemnity, and our hearts are at ' 
peace. 

< The Lord, we repeat, hath commandea us to bless 
Ih^; Bet»ple^ God himself pronounced this blessing upon 
all tne people, in the first Adam, when he placed him 
in the garden of Eden, and blessing and cursing came 
not from the same mouth upon the same characters. 
God, our God", is the ever blessing God ; nor are Mess- 
ings given only to the deserving. The blessings of 
providence and of graee are freely bestowed upon the 
evil and the unthankful; and when the evil and the 
unthankful obtain the knowledge of this truth, they 
earnestly sigh to be good, to be grateful. 

' But the ever blessed God, not only blessed the peo- 
ple in their first general head, but in that seed which 
18 Christ. In thy seed, said the Lord Jehovah, ^hall 
the families, all the ftimifies of the earth be blessed. 
This was a royal grant. We are not, in general, suffi- 
ciently attentive to this particular. It is common to 
talk of being Messed fry, and some say, through Chrut^ 
Jtvnt ftiw, very few, ev^r think of' being blessed Ai 
ChrisU'Sketehes, ^c, ii. J6&-Hd68. 

See- aisb < Letteis a&d Sketches,' iii, 114$. 
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Adamt, Preiident John, iDTites Mr. Marray to preach oa dM 
voyage from England to America, 287. 

Alton, England, the birth-place of Murray, 10. 

America, Murray's first idea of visiting, 129. 

Bath, arrives at, 71 ; is entertained by the bay maker, 72; preach- 
es here, 78. 

Belief, the object of, interesting dialogue upon, 100. W 

Boeton, Murray's first vi«it to, 192; bis reception, 192; prfaclies fiir 
the first time here, 196; second visit, 197; is attacked by Rev. 
Mr. Bacon, 172 ; controversy wiih Croswell, 203, 209 ; is stoned in 
Crosvrell's pulpit, 209; is installed pastor of the Society here, 242. 

Boston, First Universalist Societv in, 242; its history, Si 7. 

Calviniem, a half century ago, what it was, 275. 

Chatham, Earl of— Murray's lines upon the death of, 261. 

Cla»$ Meetings of Methodists, how conducted, 23. 

Convention General of Universalists of N. E. States and othen. 
229; Origin of, 314; Records of, 816; Murray's Sermon at 
292. 

Convention of Universalists in Philadelphia in 1790, letter U 
Gen. Washington, 239, 240. 

Cork, Murray visits, 64. 

> Croswell, Rev, A. slanders Murray in the papers, 208; is aa* 
swered, 204; his conduct in relation to Murray, 204, 205, 206< 

Dedication of infants introduced by Murray, 244. 

Dunham, Rev. M. friend to Murray, 157. 

JEngland, Murray's father leaves, 16; Murray's return aBdarrivid 
in 1778 from America, 233. 

Factory, in Boston, Murray preaches in, 195. 

Faneuil Hall, preaches in,. 198. 

Gloucester, Ma«s. Murray visits the first time, 203; second time 
210; views it as his home, 212; his measures to relieve the in- 
habitants, 216; conduct of Committee of Safety, 216; Dedica- 
tion of Universalists* Meeting house here, 220; formation of a 
church, 220 ; views of ordination, 221 ; their property is attach- 
ed for the support of orthodoxy, 222; the church brins an ac- 
tion to recover, 222; Me^^rs. Kins, Sullivan and Tudur Coun- 
sel for Murray, 224; the Universalists appeal to the public in 
relation to the case, 224; case finally settled in favor of the 
Universalists, 228; the eloquence of Sullivan ou the occasion, 
227; the opinions and conduct of Judge Dana, 227; petitiot 
to the legislature in favor of Murray, ^0; be receives a cer- 
tificate of ordination, 234; instrument of compact, oftheaocie* 
ty, 233; renewal of ordination, 238. 

Greene, Gen. correspondence with Murray, 254. 

Grash, Rev. A. B. extract from his discourse, 270. 

Hiiehins, Rev. Mr. by his arguments Murray isled te adopt tba 
doctrine of Universalism, 111. 

Hopkins, Rev, Mr. his journey and dialogue widi Murray, 169; 
writes against Relly, 277. 

r eland, Murray's removal to, 17; leaves for England, 69. 

Jones, Rev, Thomas, his conversion and settlement at Gloooester, 
241. 

Little, Mr. his conversion to Methodism, 82; he adopts Marraj 
as his son, 49; Murray excites his displeasure, 69. 
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lAmdon, arrival of Murray at» 75; his arrival Ihera in 1788 from 
America, 236. 

jLord^a Supper^ the views of Murray, 243. 

Maton, Pres. of a Society 103; attempts to refute Ue1Ty*8 Union, 104. 

Methodists Meetings, manner of cundiicting tbem, 25. 

Mitchell, Rev. E. agrees with Miirray, 268. 

Mob, dispersed by Muimy^ in London, 251. 

Murray* s father, an Episcopalian, 10; removes to Ireland, 17; 
jpins the MetliodUts, 17; his fiickness, 40; death-bed prayer 
for his son, 41; his character and attainments, 43 — 44. 

Murrm^'*s Mother, a Presbyterian, 10. 

Murray, John, his ancestors, wlien born, is baptized by an Epis- 
copalian minister, 10; fear of his father, 12; removes to Ire- 
land, 16; visits London, 16; quits London ic»r Bristol, 16; 
escape from a boat 16; made wretched by a sermon, 20; ap- 
pointed leader of a class, 23; is regenerated and becomes aa 
object of attention and regard, 23; difficulty with a priaat, 
27; confirmed by the Bishop SO; receives the attention of 
. Wesley, SO; beeonies acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Little, 
32; becomes attached to Miss Dupee, 38, 84; writes a love 
letter, 36; -ici sick witli a fever, 39; prays with bis father, 
42; loses bis father, 42; takes Uie place of his father in the 
family, 45; pleads a ca^e at court, and gains his cafle, 48; 
is adopted by Mr^ Little, 49; preaches for the first time, 50; 
18 accused of being dishonest, a singular mistake, ^Ij is the 
object of envy, 52; i^ reproved for iiDs>ence by Mr. Little, 53; 
determines to leave for England, 53; is surprued in an mter- 
«8tJng predicament, with Mifis Little, 54; resolves to quit the 
%mily of Mr. Little, 55; changes his mind, 57; leaves the 
•cenes of his youth, 684 visits his mother, 59; receives the 
Messing -of his mother, 61; leaves for Cork, 62; he conteni- 
(•lates the scenes of his youth, 63; visits his grandmother in 
tlork«64; is invited to repair to Lunerick, 65; hears x\Ir. 
Whitfield and beromes much attached to him, 66; leases Cork, 
97; arrives in England, 69; attends meetings in Bristol, 71; 
leaves for London, 71 ; is entertained by a Ha^ Maker, 72; 
preaches in Bath, 73; reaches London, 75; forms convivial 
connexions, 77; becomes embarrassed, 78; hears Whitfield 
and resolves to' nu it dissipation, 80; pays all his debts, 85; 
introduced to Miss Neale, ^; his love lor her, 93 is mar- 
ried to Miss Neafe, 98 conversation with a young wo- 
nan, 100; seen Relly*s Union, 106; bears Mr. ReUy, 109; ie 
eumMoned before the church, and excommunicated, 112; has a 
«ion and loses him, 114; loses his wiie, 117; arrested for debt, 
122; is relieved by Wm. Neal, 126; his friendship for Relly, 
128; thinks of visiting America, 129; meeting and parting 
firith his mother, 130; Sails for New-York, 131 ; arrives in the 
Delaware, 134; first interview with Potter, 136; is invited te 
visit New York, 152; visits New Jersey, 153; is abused by 
Rev. Mr« Tennaot, 160; receives the present of a coat, 164; 
arrives at Newport, 172; consents to preach, 175; tsaccused, 
176$ invited to Philadelphia and to Maryland, 178; singular 
interview with a Physician, 181 ; is invited to visit Boston, 
189; arrives in Boston, 192; visits Newburyport, 195; visile 
Portsmouth, 197; visits Pennsylvania, Jersies and New York, 
800 and 201; has an egg thrown at bim9 203; conduct of com* 
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■Ittee of safety by wbon Murray U Bammoiied, 216; w a*w 
daiaed at Glourcrter, 220 kavcs for EnglaiHl, 286 rrnrki 
Lcodoo aad meets his mother, 2S6; leaver for America, 237; 
letarns to Glooccster and is re-ordsined, 238; visits Philaild- 
lihia, 240; consents to wtlle in Boftpn, 241; is crippled by 
disease, 246; his death, 2S0; bis power of pemnuien, 2S1; 
bis morality, 252; con espundence with Gen. Greene, 254; bis 
political sentiments, 260; compared with Cahrin, Lofber, aad 
Wesley, 270; his social character, 274; compared witb Wia- 
chester, 278; his views of a fatore state, 281. 

JVcs/e, jiftss ^Titza, becomes acquainted with Miinray, 00; gaim 
bis afl^tioos, 9! ; receives his addresses, 92; her grandfiiiher 
is displeased and disinherits her, 98; she leavec^ his boose, 97; 
is married to Murray, 96; is sick, 114; parting with bet hos- 
baod and b-^ppy death, 117; bis affectionate remembraaoe of 
her, 124, 127, 133, ISO. 

iWa/, PTm. kindness to Murrayy 97, 125. 

Newport, arrives at, 172. 

Oxford, MaM. first Gen. Convention of TJniversalists at, in 1786, 
229; Sermon at by Mr. Murray, 292. 

Parker^ Noaky is converted to Universalism, 212. 

P«ci, T%oma9 Handande, receives Morray on his arrival in Bo»> 
ton, 192. 

Potter t Tkomaa, first interview witb Mmray, 186; persuades bim to 
preach, 138; his pleasure in hearin!( bim,144; his grave i» vinit- 
ed 1^ Murray, 301 ; his character, 804; further particolm, 306; 

Rellyt Rev, Jameu, is lieard bv Murray, 108; Mnrray sees his 
*Union' for the first time, 106; bis firiendship finr Mmray, 12B; 
am>shtm to preach, 128. 

Sacred writere^ all Universalisis, 297. 

Sahation, in what way the effect of fiiith,lOO;Manray'0 views of 279. 

Setrgeant, Winthrop^ of Gloucester, patron of Murray, 201;^ 203. 

Sermon^hy Morray, in 1785 at first meeting of Gen. Convention, 298 

StUet, Rev. Ezra, 175. 

Stilly Rev. Mr, ^(landers Murray, 186. 

Sunday, bow kept in the family of Murray's father, 18 — ^19. 

Tennanty Rev. Mr. abuses Murray, 160--1-2. 

T%oma*, Rev. A. C. his account of Morra^^ landing. 

TVinbath, Mr. is visited by Murray, 67; is deserlM by hit wile, 
77; Morray hears of her in New- York, 165; attempts to r»> 
claim her, 165. 

Trinity, Murray's belief in, 264. 

Taekert Rev. Mr. entertains Mr. Hurray, 78. 

TSfler, Rev. John, friend to Murray 186. 

Univertalism, the first effect!* of, 276. 

Univeraaliata, condemned by Murray before bis eoDToaion, 102. 

Vamum, a friend to Murray, 177, 2*18. 

Washington, Prendent, Committee of the V niversalist CbnventioB 
Pb1ladelplii;i addresi* him, 239; his replv, 240- 

Weeley, Rev. John, attention to Marraj, ^; is idolised by the 

MetlKM{i:*t6, 37; opinion of tlie Ca]vini»t{!, 76. 

Whitfield, Rev. Geo. seen by Murray fur the first tim«,66; Manny 

__ becomes much attached to him, 76. 

Wimeheeter, Rev. Elhanan, preached at the General Cbnvention, 
Oxford, Maiw. 1783, 228; agrees with Channcy,229; Marray's 
Rgard for him, 291 ; diff^ from Murray, 278, 297. 



LIST OF BOOKS, 

PUBLISHED BY 

ABEL TOMPKIITS, 

Universalist Sabbath School Depository, 38 CorU" 
hill, Boston. 

The Pro and Con of Universalism. Both as 
to its Doctrines and Moral Bearings ; in a 
Series of Original Articles. By George Ro- 
gers. Pp. 412. Price $1. 

The title of this work weH describes its design and char- 
acter^ aod the reader may expect to find in it a fair discus-* 
sion of all the various arguments and objections usually 
brought against the doctrine of Universal Salvation. The 
author gives a full outline of the manner in which objections « 
are stated, with the passages of Scripture commonly xited 
against Universalism, and then offers the answer." No work 
has been issued from the Universalist press, that is of more 
varied interest, or covers a more exten<&d ground, than this. 

Practical Hints to Believers in the G6spel 
of Universal Grace and Salvation. By John 
G. Adams. Pp. 271. Price 75 cts. 

This work is also well described by its title. It deals 
^ith the practical application of the theoretical truths of 
Universalism, and aims to unfold the duties which that faith 
inculcates. 

The Life of Rev. John Murray, late Minis- 
ter of the Reconciliation,^ and senior pastor of 
the Universalists, congregated in Boston. 
Written by himself. The Records contain 
Anecdotes of the writer's infancy, and are 
extended to some years after the commence- 
ment of his public labors in America. To 
1 
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which is added a brief continuation of the 
Closing Scene. With Notes and Appendix,- 
by L. S. Everett. Pp. 324. Price 46 cts. 

This is a universal favorite. The enchantment of the 
narrative has been confessed by those who would fain turn 
away fronx its earnest advocacy of the great salvation. It is 
rich in materials for devotional meditation, while it presents 
the most touching pictures of Christian reliance and trust, 
and portrays the beauty of kindness turning away the shafts 
of violence. Thousands testify that repeated readings has 
not deprived ' The Life of Murray' of its power to fasten 
their attention and to intensely interest. In the sick cham- 
ber it has been a ministering spirit of goodness, and to many 
an invalid it 'doeth good like a medicine.' 

A Treatise on Atonement ; in which the 
finite nature of Sin is argued, its cause and 
consequences as such ; the necessity and na- 
ture of Atonement, and its glorious conse- 
quences, in the Final Reconciliation of all 
•men to Holiness and Happiness. By Hosea 
Ballou. Pp. 228. Price 46 cts. 

This is a most valuable work, Just as much needed now 
as when it was first issued. The Doctrine of the Atonement 
is now receiving m6re attention than it has received for a 
long age, and the treatise above named presents the ques- 
tions involved, in a concise, plain and convincing manner. 
The work has been pronounced bv one of the most philoso- 
phical writers in our country, to be one of the soundest ar- 
guments in the English language. The author treats first 
Of Sin — its nature, cause, and effects. Next, Of Atonement 
for Sin — an examination of three opinions and reasons for 
rejecting them ) the necessity of atonement, and where sat- 
isfaction must be made ; an inquiry intp the personage and 
character of the Mediator, who makes the atonement, and 
his ability to perform the work ; and lastly, of atonement in 
its nature. In conclusion, Of the consequences of Atone- 
ment to Mankind. 

This was the first American work in which the Unity of 
God, in opposition to Trinitarian schemes, was advocated. 

A Series of Lecture Sermons, delivered in 
the Second Universalist Meeting-house in 
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Boston. ; By Hosea Ballou, pastor. Pp. 375. 
Prjce 63 cts. 

This volume is full of the strength of a noble intellect in 
the days of its freshness and vigor dealing with giant-band- 
ed error. It is beyond price to souls desiring light on what 
men have made mysterious and repulsive in the woi*d of God. 
It comprises twenty-six Lectures, each on an important 
theme, treating of the Objects of Salvation and its^ nature ; 
the Divine Character the Source' of all the Grace manifest- 
ed in the Gospel, and the standard for our imitation ; the 
Law^ consistent with the Promises ; Love the centre of all 
the Divine Attributes ; Mankind originally made subject to 
Vanity and to Hope ; Salvation impartial and universal 3 
and so on, embracing subjects of unspeakable importance, 
and well suited to open the beauties and glories of the Gos- 
pel to the inquirer. . 

Select Sermons, delivered on various Occa- 
sions, from important passages of Scripture. 
By Hosea Ballou. Pp. 350, price 63 cts. 

This volumQ deals with many controverted passages, and 
presents many scn|])tural portraits of Error and the advocates 
of False Views of Revelation. It contains the famous sermon 
in which false teachers are compared to foxes, (Ezek. xiii. 4), 
and also that entitled * (jrod the author of all things.' Among 
the texts which are explained and applied, are the following ; 
Heb. ix. 27. Hcb. ^i^i. 2. Parable of the Rich Man and Laz-^i 
arus. 2 Peter iii. 10, 11. 1 Peter i v. 17, 18. John iii. 2. 2 
Thess. ii. 11, 12. Matt. xiii. 47—60; Eph. v. 25-— 27. Jer. 
V. 80, 31. 1 Tim. iv. 10. Herein also will be found, *• t)'ivme 
Truth represented by Tithes,' * The Golden Calf,' *The feast , 
of Knowledge,' * St. Paul a Universalist,.' * Jacob's Ladder,' 

* The character and Worship of God,' • The Instability of Er- 
ror, and the Stability of Truth,' *The Natore and Reasona- 
bleness of Devotion,' * The Speech of the Dead,* * Duties of a 
Preacher,' * Commendation and Reproof of Unitarians,' and 

* Evil of Striving against God.' 

Notes on the Parables of the New Testa- 
ment, scrjpturally Illustrated and Argumen- 
tatively defended. By Hosea Ballou. Pp. 
297, price 50 cts. 

This work v«ras written in 1804, ^nd nothing can more 
justly he asserted than that it * has been a means in the 
hands of Providence of leading many minds to valuahle im- 
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provemento in tlie knowledge of the Sc^tares.' It bti^ 
evidence on every page of extensive research into the Bible, 
and of faithful adherence to the rule of ^ comparing things 
spiritual with sjHritual.' Consequently, the ocriptures are 
made their own interpreter. The author .remarks in his 
Preface, that in his journeyings he has met with more oppo- 
sition to the Gospel preached to Abraham, from false notions 
of the Parables of the New Testament, than -from anjr other 
quarter ; and hundreds can testify to the same fact m their 
own experience. This shows the importaace of the work ; 
and th^ reader will find in it much to interest i^nd delight. 
£ach parable is explained, and then illustrated, and the il- 
lustrations are truly rich in reflections calculated to inform 
the mind respecting the character of God, the mission of 
Christ, the excellence and joy of Truth and Virtue, and the 
evils of Error and Sin. . 

The Christian's Triumph : including Hap- 
py Death Scenes, illustrative bf the Power of 
the Gospel. Drawn from Facts. By John 
G. Adams. Pp. 216, price 50 cts. 

This work is exceedinffly interesting, as it treats of prop- 
er views of Death and the sreat change, and descrioes a 
large number of instances where the power and glory of the 
Gospel of Universal Love and Redemption was manifest in 
happy and triumphant deaths. It effectually proves how 
beautifully Universalism will do * to di^by,' 

The Christian Comforter. A' Gift for the 
Afflicted and Bereaved. By Henry Bacon. 
Pp. 216, price 50 cts. 

This work is designed as a companion in the sick cham^ 
her, for the dying and for the bereaved* It presents suita- 
ble subjects for thought and reflection, and brings home to 
the heart the rich a^ abundant consolations of Christiani- 
ty. It has everywhere been received with favoi», and Chris- 
tians of all denominations have purchased and prized it. 
Several editions have been puhlished. 

Discourses, on Various Subjects^ By E. 
H. Chapin. Pp. 213, price 50 cts- 

This volume contains nine Discourses, rich in thought 
and beautiful in diction. They are Entitled, Huniility and 
Hope, Truth in Contrasts, the Burning of the Lexington, 
the Christian Disposition^ the Government of the Tongue, 
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A Series of Sermons in Defence of the Doc- 
trine of Uniyersal Salvation. ByO. A. Skin- 
ner. Pp. 216, price 50 cts. 

These sermons are admirably adapted to assist those who 
are inquiring to know why UniVersalists reject the popular 
interpretations of Christianity. They deal plainly with the 
doctrines of the day, but in a kind and charitable spirit. 

The Family Prayer Book : containing Re- 
flections and Prayers for Domestic Devotion. 
By Otis A. Skinner. Pp. 216, price 50 cts. 

The plan of thi& work has been universally approved. It 
directs to different portions of Scripture to be read* adds 
suitable reflections, and then a prayer is subjoined. There 
are praye)^ for abiioet every particular occasion wiuch occur 
in domestic life. A vast number have been sold, and every 
where it has met with a good reception. 

A Bible Dictionary ; containing a Defini- 
tion of the most important Words and Phrases 
in the Holy Scriptures. Ta which is added 
a brief Compendium of our Savior's history, 
and that of his Apostles and Evangelists. By 
S. B. Emmons. Price 50 Cts. 

This is a neat and handy* wdrk, which will prove itself a 
valuable assistant to the Sabbath School teacher or scholar, 
aiid cann<>t but be useful in the domestic reading or study 
of the Scriptures. 

Tales from Life, designed to illustrate cer- 
tain Religious Doctrines and Practices. By 
George Rogers. Price 50 cts. 

This work contains graphic sketches of characters and 
scenes, which are admirably adajf^ted to exhibit the nature 
and character of certain doctrines and practices which have 
obtained in the Christian world. 

Poems, by Mrs. Julia H. Scott ; with a 
Memoir by Miss S. C. Edgarton. Pi*ice 62 cts. 



This is an e^c^jlent colkctidn of ^oei^n, ofoiie Whose fin^ 
taste ' and exquisite discernment of the beautiful in nature, 
the human mind and heart, .and Christianity, were always 
connected with elevating thought. 

Arguments drawn from the Attributes of 
God, in support of the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation. By J. M. Austin. 63 cts. 

, This work treats of the various attributes of the Divine 
Perfection, demonstrating their harmony, and that the doe- 
trine of Endless Misery is directiy opposed thereto. It is 
designed especially for inquirers, and will be valuable to all. 

Poetry of Woman. By Miss S, C. Edgar- 
.ton. Price 50 cts. 

This is a series of beautiful sketches of female character, 
which cannot fail to interest the lover of moral beauty. 

Ellen Clifford, or the Genius of Reform* 
By Miss S. C. Edgarton. Price 37 cts. 

This isa contribution to the temperance cause, and finely 
pictures ' home influence.^ 

The Poetry of the Seasons. By Miss Julia 
A. Fletcher: Price 37 cts. 

This is a pretty juvenile work, descriptive of the various 
inonths. 

The Fruit of the Spirit, or the Christian 
Graces. By Mrs. E. A. Bacon. Priee 3T cts. 

This is a series of pleasant Sketches of Character, design- 
ed to illustrate the graces of the Christian^ in the order no- 
ted by the Apostle m Gal. v. 22, 23, ' The fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, long-sufiering, gentleness, goodness,faith> 
' meekness^ temperance ; against such there is no law.' 

Little Stories from the German. By Mrs. 
C. M. Sawyer. Price 25 cts. 

This is a neat little ji^venile, abounding in brief tranria* 
tions from the German, well suited to iaterest and pn^t the 
young. 

Tales and Sketches by a Christmas Fire- 
side. By a Lady, Price 25. , 

This IB another jaTemle^^eW ^«&t.T^^V^ >jtA title. 



The Child's Cabinet. Price 20 cts. 

This is a compilation of excellent articles taken from a 
Touth's periodical, and very interesting. 

Manual for Suixday Schools, to which is ad- 
ded a collection of Hymns. By Wm, S. Balch. 
$2,25 per doz. 

This is a most excellent service hook for opening and do- 
^ng the sessions of Sahhath Schools, It comprises 30 seryi-: 
ces, and an excellent collection of hymns appropriate to all 
occasions. Wherever ithas^heen used it has heen much 
admired, and the attention of children is in the hest manner 
engaged thereby. 

A Catechism on the Parables of the New 
Testament, designed for the use of Bible 
Classes, and the higher classes in Sunday 
Schools. By Rev. J. M; Austin. $2,50 per doz. 

A very valuable work, well suited to the objects to whicli 
it is intended to aid. 

Questions on Select Portions of Scripture, 
designed for the higher classes in Sunday 
Schools. By Charles Hudson. With altera- 
tions and additions by 0. A. Skinner. $2,25 
per doz. 

This work, as heretofore published, has been regarded as 
one of the best class books for Sabbath Schools ; and as now 
altered and published it will be much higher valued, be- 
cause better adapted to the true principles of Scripture Doc- 
trine. 

A Compendium of Church History, for the 
use of Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes. By 
A. C. Barray. $2,25 per doz. 

This worb contains a succinct accoutt of the moi^ impor- 
tant events ^onpected therewith, fromr the birth of the Sa- 
▼ipr to the present time. 

Scripture Doctrine. By Rev. S. R. Smith. 
$1 per doz. 

This needs only to be examioed to be highly estimated &t 
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luefalneflB. It contains not orIt qnestlons and anftwerSt but 
brief, yet clear, expositions of difficult passages of scripture 
introduced as answers. It has been a most useful book to 
adults to excite thought, and give aid to rightly undeiistand 
scripture doctrine. • 

A brief Sketch of the Life of Christ, cate- 
chetically arranged in the order of a harmony 
oftheGogpels. By Rev. Wm. S. Balch. $1 
per doz. 

This is a very judiciously arranged work, and is well 
adapted to do, as it has done, great good among children in 
our schools and families. 

The Christian Catechism. By Rev. Hosea 

Ballou. $1 per doz. 

This catechism furnishes scriptural answers to the most 
important of all questions) and is well suited to instruct the 
young in the Scriptures. 

Catechumen's Guide ; by Wm. R. Reese. 
$1 per doz. 

This is a catechism comprimng questions and answers on 
various portions of Scripture. 

A Compendium of Jewish History. $1 per 
doz. 

This work, beiog a brief sketch of Jewish history in the 
form of a catechism, has been extensively used in our Sab- 
bath Schools, and found interesting and jiseful. 

History of the Apostles. By J. G. Adams. 
$1 per doz. 

' It is purely historical, having for its foundation the true 
scriptural accounts of the Apostles, and, as often as practi- 
cable, observing in its answers the very language of ikm 
New Testament.' .' 

Lives of the Patriarchs. No. 1. Being the 
Life of Abraham. By Rev. H. Bacon, f 1 
per doz. 

The desigp of this little work is to furnidi an instmctire 
and interestibg Manual for Sabbath Sdiools. It eontftins a 



conmse biogrtpby Gif eae of ifae most yiu«tnoi» pecteoiiages 
in history, and sbiouldit prbve acc^table, it will be follow- ^ 
ed by two others, on the niatory of isaacj Jacob, and Esan. 

The Child's Catechism. By Otis A. Skin- 
ner. 75 cts. per doz. 

This is a catechism of the sa^e class as father Ballou's, 
save that the answers embrace the sentiment of Scripture 
passages, and thus are made more easy of comprehension to 
children* ^ 

The Child's Scriptural Catechism. By 
Hosea Ballou. 50 cts. per doz. 

This work is too well known to need any description ; the 
plan of it is, to give scriptural answers to every question.' It 
contains a large selection' of Scripture passages. 

Easy Lessons, designed for the use of small 
children iii Sabbath Schools. By 0. A. Skin- 
ner. 50 cts. per doz. 

This is a valuable book, because of its simplicity and 
adaptation to the want in our schools in respect to small 
children. 

The Ladies' Repository, edited by Rev. H. 
Bacon. 

This is a literary and religious Magazine, published eve- 
ry month, at $2 per vear, in advance ; to which twenty-five 
cents will be added for every three months* delay. The ed- 
itor is assisted by a large list of popular and excellent wri- 
ters, and is published m a style of typography not excelled 
by any magazine. Its pages are devoted to the advocacy of 
the great ^ruths of tJniver^alism in its theoretical and prac- 
tical bear^n^, and to the inculcation of all the duties and 
virtues whicn are essential to human happiness. It is in- 
tended to interest all, and is not a controversial work, but 
adapted4o the family circle, a$ its variety is great. It con- 
tains Essays, Tales, Poetry, Reviews, and 3i\ the variety 
which belongs to a religious literary work. It is ornament- 
ed with fine steel engravings once a quarter, and improve- 
ments are continually being made. 

Letters and communications, post paid, must be directed 
to A. Tompkins^ 38 Comhill, Boston. No subscription re- 
ceived for less than one year, and pcirsons subscribmg dur- 
ing the volume, will be considered as taking the back num- 
bers, as an equal number of copies is pxiwXAdi ^^OcwtsvOk^^. 
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Universalist Quarterly and General Re- 
view. Hosea Ballou 2(1, editor. 

This work is issued, as its name signifies, once* in three 
months. It is published in the handsomest style of typogra- 
phy, and contains articles from the best writers in the de- 
nomination. The editor in his introduction speaks of the 
extensiveness of the field opened for Istbor : While the Quar- 
terly and Review covers all the ground that was formerly 
occupied by the Expositor and Universalist Review, it is 
proposed to take in a much wider field, embracing such de- 
partments of general literature, both secular and religious, 
as shall be deemed of« popular interest. ^ Our pages,' he 
continues, ' will be open to Reviews of works that influence, 
or that appear likely to influence, in any important respect, 
the public taste, opinions, or m(»rals ; Literary Intelligence ; 
short specimens of Original Poetry ; Inquiries into prevail- 
ing Theories of Morals and Speculative Philosophy ; Re- 
views of Religious Movements and Mcwral Enterprises ; Dis- 
sertat'ions in Biblical Literature ; Expositions of the Scrip- 
tures ; Examinations of Religious Doctrines and Practices ; 
Reviews of the Progress, Condition and Character of the 
Universalist Denomination.' 

With this statement before them, our readers certainly 
do not need to be informed that the work is not designed 
simply for the clergy 5 the editor remarks, ' From certain 
circumstances, it appears an impression has been entertain- 
ed, that works of this kind are adapted to the use of clergy- 
men rather than of laymen ; as if our clergymen alone were 
expected to read a labored article, while our laity were to 
be content with cruder materials. How such an impression 
could have taken place, we know not ; we only know that 
nothing coijd be more absurd, or more derogatory to the 
intelligence of our community at large.' 

The Review is published in numbers, containing 108 oc- 
tavo pages each, on superior paper and good type, to corre- 
spond. — It is issued on the first of January, April, July, and 
October, making four numbers, or 432 pages, in the course 
of the year, at ^2 per annum, payable, in all cases, in ad- 
vance. — Any person paying for six subscribers, shall receive 
the seventh copy gratis. — ^All letters must be post paid. 

The Rose of Sharon. $2 per vol. 

This M'ork is published yearly, and no pains is spared to 
make it emphatically the best Annual of the season. Numer- 
ous '^complimentary notices have appeared in its praise, and 
it is fast becoming a general favorite. Five volumes have ap- 
peared. It is edited by Miss S. C. Edgartofl. 



Wio^ksfar Sdleh^ A\, T(m$idns. 



11 



A, T. keeps constantly on hand, 

The following Books, which will be sold at the Publisher's 
lowest prices, wholesale or retail. 

|CF*New Works received as soon as published. 

Works of Rev. John Murray, S vols., ^ 83,00 

xBalfour's Letters to Hudson, 1,25 

Balfour's Essays, 1,25 

Layman's Legacy, voL 2, 1,25 

Do. do vol. 1^ 1,00 

Paige's Commentary, 1,00 

Eagle of the Mohawks, 2 vols. 1,00 

Universalist Guide, 1,00 

Paige's Selections, 1,00 

Campbell and Skinner's Discussion, 1,00 

^ames and Titles of Jesus, 1,00 

Ancient History of Universalism, 1,00 

Universalists' Book of Reference^ 1>00 

Balfour's First Enquiry, 1,00 

Balfour's Second Enquiry, 1^00 

Whittemore's Notes on the Parables, ,75 

Christianity vs. Infidelity, by T. B. Thayer, ,75 

Dods' Sermons, ,75 

Austin's Voice to Youth, ,62 

Do do to the Married^ ,62 

Spear on Capital Punishment, ,62 

Causels of Infidelity Removed, by S. H. Smith, ,62 

Letters to Aiken and Lansing, by D. Skinner, ,56 

Law pf Itindness, by G. W. Montgomery, ,50 
Exposition ojf Universalism, by I. D. Williamson, ,50 

Universalist Belief, by Asher Moore, ,50 

Argument for Christianity, by I. D. Williamson, ,50 

Ely and Thomas' Discussion, ,50 

Lectures to Youth, by S. R. Smith, ,50 

Historic Sketches, by sam^, ' ,50 

Memoir of S. W. Fuller, ,50 

Universalist Manual, ,50 

The Preacher, 4 * >&0 
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.Uaiversalism vs. Partialtsm, ly W. M. Fernald, ,50 

Review of Hatfield, by T. J, Sawyer, ,50 
• Series of Letters in Defence of Divine Revelation, 

by ilosea fiallou, ,50 

Bacon on Religion, ,50 

Bailouts Nine Sermons, ,50 

Merchgint's Widow, by Mrs. C. M. Sawyer, ,50 

Juvenile Library, vol. 1, by do do . ,50 

Flower Basket, by T. J. Sawyer, ,44 

Familiar Conversations, by R. Streeter, ,50 

Letters to Remington, by T. J. Sawyer j ,37 

Eternal Hell Torments Overthrown, ,87 

Letters to Hatfield, by B. B. Hallock, ,S7 

Flower Vase, by Miss S. C. Edgarton, ,37 

Philosophy of Reform, by E. H. Chapin, ,87 

Book of Promises, ,25 

Spring Flowers, by Miss S. C. Edgarton, ,25 

Volumes of Universalist Expositor, bound, 3,50 pe^f vol. 
Do. of Ladies' Repository^ 2,00 per vol. 

Sabbath School Book$, 
Bible Class Assistanti T. B. Thayer, 
Paige's Questions, 
Everett's Hymns for Sabbath Sci^ools, , 

Do. Conference Hymns, 
Whittemore's Conference Hymns, 
Sabbath School Hymn Book, 
Child's Bible Book, T. Whittemore, 

Tracts. A. T. has lately become the pro- 
prietor of the Series formerly known as the * Lowell Tracts,' 
viz. — I. Will You Answer ? 2. What is Universalism }* 
8: Endless Punishment. 4. Can Ydu Believe ? 5. Twentv 
Five Important Facts. 6. Scripture Doctrine of the Devil. 
• 7. End of the World. 8. World to Come. 9. This Genera- 
tion. 10. Truth and Reason against Creeds. (E/^'Prices re- 
duced — ^Twelve Hundred pages (or one dollar. 

Theological and Stand^d Books. 

Constantly on faand»^ large assoHnient of THEOLOGICAL 
AND STANDARD WORKS,— Also, JUVENllE BOOKS, 
for Sabbath School Libraries, at^the very lowest prices. 

Particular attention will be paid tq selecting Books, for Cler- 
gymen and Students ; and persons sending from the country 
their orders, with^lpecifia directiwis, caB depend on receiving 
the works dMired, if in tne market. Also, -^Sermon, Letter, 
and Foolscap Papers* in g)r«&t vaLTiety. 
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